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District prepares for bids on high school project

Biology department: A focus on active learning

Anacortes High School ninth grader Addison Eschenbacher performs a photosynthesis lab in biology class. Photosynthesis is the process by which 
green plants and other organisms use sunlight to synthesize foods from carbon dioxide and water. Science teachers Victor Garcia, Vicki Swanson and 
Josh Johnston collaborate deeply to bring a hands-on, creative approach to the course. 
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From bicycle-wheel molecular 
cells to hanging DNA ori-
gami strands, Victor Garcia’s 

high school biology classroom 
may seem crowded and chaotic. 
But it’s chock-full of evidence that 
student learning and engagement 
occur here daily.

Garcia, who is in his 24th year 
of teaching science, says he loves 
to see the different approaches his 
students take to their assignments.

“I am in awe of their creativ-
ity and how they apply multiple 
modalities to their work,” he said.

Part of the reason for this cre-
ativity comes from a strong biol-
ogy department committed to 
actively engaging its students. 
Garcia and colleagues Vicki Swan-
son and Josh Johnston make it a 
priority to keep students interest-
ed in what they’re learning. It’s not 
the dead-animal-in-jars science 
of the past, says Garcia. Today’s 
science classes are interactive and 
exploratory.

Learning more
Hands-on science leads to real 

engagement, notes Swanson.
“The higher engagement helps 

them understand more,” she said. 
“And they’re having fun while 
they’re learning. It makes a dif-
ference.” 

For example, Garcia’s class re-
cently built decorated cookies to 
represent the stages of mitosis. Do-
ing, rather than memorizing flash 
cards, is just a better way to learn, 
he says. Students will also soon 
conduct actual gel electrophore-
sis – moving charged particles in 
a fluid or gel under the influence 
of an electric field – by splicing a 
jellyfish gene into a lab strain of 
e-coli. This will express a glowing 
jellyfish protein. 

“It’s not some paper simulation 
like the kids see on crime shows,” 
says Garcia. “These labs update 
our biology to this century with 
actual gene splicing technology.”

Teacher teamwork
Deep collaboration is really 

what allows these three teachers 
to do the amount of “real” science 
they do. Otherwise, it would be 
more rote activities such as read-
ing about science.

Johnston says the department 
is great at sharing. The amount 
of time it takes to set up labs, all 
the nuts and bolts and intense 
planning, is all divided. Teachers 

inspire each other and learn from 
each other about what worked 
and what didn’t in every lab. 
Swanson, who’s taught for 29 
years, says the peer collabora-
tion is one of her favorite parts 
of the job.

“Three brains are better than 
one,” she says. “Science happens. 
Everyone has to work together, 
and we model that. Students see 
us working together and take that 

to their group work or labs.”
Another benefit for students 

of this collaboration: common 
curriculum and common assess-
ments. This really helps when 
students, for multiple reasons, 
need to transfer to another biol-
ogy class at the semester break. 
The change is seamless, and stu-
dents know they’ll learn the same 
thing regardless of the teacher.

Clearly it’s working. Eighty-six 

percent of AHS students met or 
exceeded standard on the state 
science test in spring 2016 – 14 
percentage points higher than the 
state average. Teachers credit their 
professional learning community 
(PLC) work and everyday col-
laboration. As a result, students 

February and March stand as 
critical months for the high 
school construction project, 

as the district prepares to go to 
bid. The bids will be to complete 
Phase II, the 100,000 square-foot 
classroom wing, and Phase III, 
which includes Brodniak Au-
ditorium, Williams Gym, and 
classrooms for music and Career 
& Technical Education. 

The classroom wing will be 
constructed over a 16-month 
period, scheduled to be complete 
by August 2018. The final phase of 
the new Anacortes High School, 
which includes both renovation 
and new construction, calls for a 
spring 2019 completion date.

The first phase of the project 
is now in the books. The new 
Seahawk Stadium, with Veterans 
Memorial Plaza, was completed 
on budget for just under $10 mil-
lion in October. 

The construction budget for the 
rest of the high school project is 
about $54 million, with the total 
budget, including all design fees, 
engineering, sales tax, furnish-
ings, etc. at about $79 million. 

Clean documents
District architecture firm Hut-

teball & Oremus has nearly com-
pleted construction documents 
in preparation for the upcoming 
bids. The district hired LRC Con-
sultants to complete a construc-
tability review to ensure that 
the construction documents are 
clearly understood by bidders to 
support accurate pricing in the 
bids and minimize future change 
orders. 

To stay on budget, the district 
completed cost estimates through-
out the development of the design 
and construction documents, said 

superintendent Mark Wenzel. 
“Early on, we heard from the 

community how important it was 
to balance value and aesthetics,” 
said Wenzel. “I’m confident we’ve 
done that. We have a durable, 
high value project that will make 
students proud and truly provide 
first-rate learning opportunities.” 

Project manager Marc Estvold 
says the bidding environment is 
unpredictable, as construction is 
booming in Puget Sound.  

“Both the number of bidders 
and the bids themselves can vary 
greatly,” said Estvold. “For exam-
ple, bids on dirt work alone could 
vary by $1 million. We’re working 
hard to attract quality bidders and 
create a competitive environment 
for the bidders. It will be exciting 
to get the bids locked in and move 
forward.” 

Spring start
Construction is expected to 

begin in March. FORMA con-
struction is the general contrac-
tor and has worked closely with 
the district to review documents, 
estimate cost and prepare bid 
packages.  

Initial work will include fenc-
ing, installing erosion/sedimen-
tation controls, removing site 

vegetation, mass excavation of the 
site, foundation construction and 
utility installation. 

Here’s a look at impacts in the 
next 6-8 months: 

About 10 construction work-
ers on site in March/April, grow-
ing to 40-50 workers on site by the 
end of summer 
War Memorial Field area will 

be fenced, but there will be noise, 
dust and traffic impacts
There will be significant 

hauling of soil and construction 
materials during school hours, to 
and from the site, in preparation 
for the building foundation and 
stormwater retention facilities 
during the early stages of the 
project. Truck haul routes will 
be coordinated with the city and 
school district 
Certain parking areas will 

become construction staging ar-
eas. More restricted parking may 
require students to arrive at school 
a bit earlier to ensure punctuality

Safety first
Safety for students, staff, com-

munity and site workers is an 
absolute priority to the process.  

High school principal Jon 
Ronngren is taking a leading role 

in planning efforts. 
“We realize that the upcom-

ing work represents the bulk of 
the construction project – and 
that this work will be done right 
in the middle of our campus,” 
Ronngren said. “We have em-
phasized safety with our general 
contractor and will include safety 
updates in our regular weekly 
meetings.” 

With increased traffic, noise 
and activity, Ronngren says, 
students and staff can expect 
added complexity and stress to 
campus life. However, keeping 
the end in mind, he noted that it’s 
important for everyone to respect 
signage, act with courtesy and 
bring forward any concerns to 
administration. 

Wenzel says communication 
is key. 

“While this is an exciting time 
in the history of our school and 
community, we know that the 
next couple years of construc-
tion will also bring challenges,” 
he said. “We want to do every-
thing possible to facilitate strong 
communication with students, 
staff, families and community 
members to minimize disruption 
to learning and address any com-
munity concerns.”

In the 
spotlight       
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in other areas of education and life. Mr. 
Boyce provides daily hands-on experi-
ence that leads to students becoming 
good problem-solvers and understand-
ing how strong math skills are needed 
to do well at any welding job. Mr. Boyce 
encourages students to know welding 
because he wants them to be well-round-
ed people. Not everyone will grow up to 
be a computer programmer. When you 
complete a welding project, you realize 
that you have had to work with other 
people to solve problems and complete 
tasks. He shows them how to use tools 
and how to be safe with them. When 
students are finished with projects, he 
reinforces the value and beauty of weld-
ing and metal work. He is committed to 
promoting his subject, treats it profes-
sionally, and the students appreciate it. 
He has opened up a fascinating world 
to many AHS students. Knowing that he 
has metal class on the menu, my son is 
more enthusiastic about getting through 
the rest that school requires. 

Amy Sikic, Parent

dogs are a hit

Shout out to therapy dog handlers Jan 
Hemme and her dog, Sheyna (Ger-

man Shepherd), and Tanya Griffey and 
her dog, Dude (Golden Retriever). They 
brought the two dogs to teach Mt. Erie 
first graders how to “Try Hard & Never 
Give Up!” in becoming school cham-
pions. Both teams were generous with 
their time. They visited the classroom 
five times over five weeks. I have never 
observed such captivated first graders.

Stacey Estenson, Mt. Erie school counselor

magical teacher

Abigail Ross at Island View must be 
magic.  Coming to a new school dis-

trict and being tasked a multi-age, multi-
level primary Challenge class could 
make the most experienced teacher feel 
the pressure. Ms. 
Ross has embraced 
the “challenge” 
with grace, compas-
sion and profession-
alism. Her ability 
to individualize the 
learning experi-
ence while fostering 
teamwork and col-
laboration among 
her charges is 
laudable. Our first 
grader shares with 
us the wonderful things that go on in the 
classroom daily and is excited to go to 
school each morning.

Jessica Pullen and Kellen Schimke, parents 

the cat’s meow
A big “meow-out” to Raul, a regis-

tered therapy cat in Washington, and to 
the wonderful Sarah Morr, his handler 
and a Fidalgo parent. We are grateful 
for all of the therapy pets that help at 
Fidalgo, but Raul is a bit of a novelty 
being the only cat among canines. Also, 
Raul and Sarah spend many, many hours 
a week not just at Fidalgo, but at other 
schools. Children of all ages are capti-
vated by Raul and eagerly anticipate his 
visits to Fidalgo. Raul helps our students 
by listening to them read, cheering them 
up when they are sad, and sharing love 
and affection. He and Sarah bring out 
the best in all they meet. 

Tara Dowd, Fidalgo principal

working hard

AHS choir teacher Carole Leander has 
been out on maternity leave, but has 

still been working hard for the choir and 
band department. She did a lot of work 
for the band at the start of this school 
year and has been working behind the 
scenes throughout her entire leave. Car-
ole will be also helping for the rest of the 
school year with band projects. 

Laurie Julius Carver, choir sub

ahs asset

Shout out to Kristen Murphy, high 
school parent volunteer. She is amazing 

– helps with anything you ask and even 
when you don’t ask. Kristen is an asset 
to the school and the Seahawk Athletic 
Booster Association.  

Brandy Burr, parent
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Shout outsspreading gratitude

Sonia Hambleton from the Mt. Erie 
PTA started the Gratitude Graffiti 

Project last year, where children, staff, 
and parents were 
encouraged to 
share what they 
were grateful for 
on colorful boards 
throughout the 
school the month 
before Thanksgiv-
ing.  Sonia then 
applied for a grant 
from the Anacortes 
Arts Festival to fund 
supplies for others 

to share in this wonderful exercise. This 
year elementary schools, preschools, 
the library, and several local businesses 
joined in, and the warm feeling of grati-
tude swept over the entire community.  

Meg Mourning, parent

splendid sub

Laurie Julius Carver, who took over 
choir for Carole Leander during her 

maternity leave, did an excellent job 
engaging students as well as produc-
ing two wonderful concerts. We are 
so blessed in our community to have 
talented individuals willing to step up 
and ensure a program does not have to 
suffer.

Stephanie Hamilton, parent

asb leadership

We would like to give a shout out 
to Brad Miller, Whitney Hogge, 

Georgia Stultz and the ASB leadership 
class for handling this year’s candy 
grams before Winter Break. They de-
livered notes written with candy canes 
attached to them to 870 students and 
staff before winter break. Also kudos 
to Kyla Whiton, Halley Geist, Alyssa 
Watson and the ASB class for helping 
with the high school’s Angel Tree. They 
helped the Salvation Army by giving 205 
gifts to families in need. Mrs. Joelene 
Green, Anacortes High School adminis-
trative assistant, helped Kyla, Alyssa and 
Halley with the angel tree set-up and 
delivery of gifts.

Clare Martin, AHS senior 

first lego league

Mark Jenkins has almost single-
handedly led the FIRST Lego 

League robotics program in Anacortes, 
which includes three separate teams. 
The teams are comprised of students 
in Anacortes grades 4-8 who come 
from all three elementary schools and 
the Salish Sea Deaf School. They com-
peted in Mount Vernon the first week of 
December, and all three did well. Mark 
was instrumental in getting the teams 
to the competition. He kept the coaches 
apprised of what needed to be done and 
kept the teams on track. Without him, 
the team I coached would not have been 
ready for the competition. Thank you, 
Mark. You reached so many students in 
such a wonderful way, with a consistent-
ly positive attitude and great suggestions 
in preparing for their competition. 

Tonda Smit, parent

festive concerts

A huge shout out to our amazing 
elementary school music instructors 

for all of their dedication to prepare our 
students for the winter holidays!  There 
were so many festive concerts and per-
formances all over town. Our students 
had many opportunities to shine as they 
shared their gifts and entertained us. 
Thank you, music teachers, for coor-
dinating all those energetic souls and 
giving so much of your time to fill our 
community with song.

Dawn Meade, Fidalgo teacher

para-educator support

A very big shout out to three amazing 
para educators, Lynn Abrahamson, 

Jean Crookes, Marah Rockhold, who 
are an incredible support in room 4 at 
Island View. Thank you for your pa-
tience, perseverance, and willingness to 
go above and beyond with each student 
every day! You are all special!

MaryJo Christenson, Island View teacher

smooth transition

Administrators, teachers and coaches 
at AMS made the transition for my 

daughter, Sophie Martin, from Coupeville 
Middle School smoother than we had 
expected. The administration has been 
friendly and helpful, and her teachers 
have been fantastic. While the curriculum 
has been more challenging this year as a 
seventh grader, teachers have been very 
helpful with keeping her on-course and 
engaged. The entire staff has been welcom-
ing. We couldn’t be happier with the 
transition. Kudos to AMS staff for all that 
they do for our children.  

Ken and Catharine Martin, parents

caring principal  
I retired in December after 30 years at 

Island View Elementary School. Brian 
Hanrahan is the 
most caring, sup-
portive, encouraging, 
grateful principal I 
have ever worked 
for. He strives to 
make a difference 
each day with staff 
and students. He 
truly has a heart that 
cares! I have seen 
so many positive 
changes happen 
there since he 

became principal. It is refreshing to have 
worked in such an environment with a 
great principal, staff and students. 

Rebecka Young, Island View

wonderful educator

Alicia Farmer has been a wonderful 
math teacher for my son Alex at AMS! 

She saw the strong points and the weaker 
points and was very effective at helping 
him to excel in class! She is a very caring 
teacher and will be greatly missed!

Mary LaFleur, parent

organizing books

This year each elementary classroom 
received an assortment of great books 

to support our new reading curriculum. 
To help grow our students as readers, the 

books are at different levels of difficulty. 
Each teacher runs a reading record to find 
out and monitor each student’s reading 
level. To set up our classroom libraries, 
we needed volunteers to sort and level 
the books. Two parent volunteers at 
Fidalgo, Beth Rittel and Joann Curran, 
spent many hours with the incoming 
books and the books we had purchased 
over the years. We could not have done it 
in a timely manner without their help.

David Hancock,  
Fidalgo Elementary teacher

a talented teacher and 
a fascinating world

AHS metal shop teacher Val Boyce 
has taught my son about the world 

of metals, along with valuable life skills. 
My son now has knowledge about met-
als, gases, arcs, etc. that will serve him 

Brian Hanrahan

Abigail Ross

Sonia Hambleton

Sonia Hambleton

AMS teachers Val Holtgeerts, Tammy Templeton and Karin Cooper work with colleagues to help 
students transition seamlessly to the middle school. The school’s administrators, teachers and 
other staff received a shout out from a family that just moved from Coupeville. 

AHS welding teacher Val Boyce earns praise 
for the high expectations and real-world 
approach he brings to his instruction. ‘He is 
committed to promoting his subject, treats 
it professionally, and the students appreci-
ate it,’ said parent Amy Sikic. 
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‘School threat’ offers opportunity to reflect

Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

IN BRIEF
Recently the ASD adminis-

trative team shared success 
stories about students. 

Below are a few of the stories that 
emerged. 

“We have a strong focus on 
relationships and supporting 
the social emotional growth of 
students,” said Island View prin-
cipal Brian Hanrahan. “We found 
these stories heartwarming. They 
demonstrated how we focus on 
each child – and the importance 
of not giving up on students dur-
ing difficult times.” 

Cap Sante
We have a young man who 

transferred to Cap Sante, 
our alternative high school, in 
November.  He struggled quite 
a bit at AHS for a variety of 
reasons. After transferring to Cap 
Sante, he said this is the first time 
in his life he has looked forward 
to coming to school.  He is able to 
focus on his studies and has hope 
for his future. (Kecia Fox, AHS 
assistant principal)  

Postcard parties
We have been holding post-

card parties during staff 
meetings to give teachers time 
to send positive notes home to 
students. A number of teachers 
have requested more of these 
cards so they can send holiday 
cards and send notes to more 
students. I always appreciate 
the depth of care our staff shows 
students. (Jon Ronngren, AHS 
principal)  

Pre-school success
Last year, one student in our 

special education preschool 
classroom demonstrated sig-
nificant behavioral challenges 
that required him to be removed 
from class and brought to my 
office. The turnaround from last 
year to this year has been noth-
ing short of amazing.  He has 
now been moved to our typi-
cally developing preschool pro-
gram with minimal support. He 
greets me with a big hello and a 
handshake and is simply doing 
wonderful work in the class. He 
is kind to his peers and respect-

ful to staff. It’s an important 
reminder that kids in our system 
change and grow. Our belief 
in them is well placed. (Kevin 
Schwartz, Whitney principal)   

Leadership 
opportunity

We have a sixth grader who 
has struggled to connect 

with school. Last year he was 
one of our most disengaged 
students. This year has been 
entirely different. He has made a 
complete turnaround. I attribute 
it to our leadership program. In 
the fall, he joined the “Leaders 
of the Future” group facilitated 
by counselor Stacey Estenson. 
Since then, he has played a lead 
role in helping that group get 
off the ground. He has spear-
headed several projects this fall 
and initiated others. It was his 
idea to complete an unfinished 
art installation in the upper hall 
and his suggestion to collect 
UNICEF funds. This connection 
to responsibility has translated 
to engaged learning and a posi-
tive outlook about himself and 
his school. I could not be more 
proud. (Peter Donaldson, Mt. Erie 
principal)  

No more anger
We have a seventh grader 

who came to AMS hating 
school and angry. The admin-
istration and counselors have 
taken him under our wings 
in a variety of ways: tutor-
ing, athletics, counseling, high 
fives, cookies and smiles – all 
with great results. His mom, a 
single parent who works hard 
to support him, is very appre-
ciative of our work. Currently, 
he has no grades below a “C”, 
near perfect attendance, and a 
month-long streak of no office 
visits. During his last visit, near 
tears, he said, “I’m not mad at 
anyone, I’m just disappointed 
in myself.” (Mark Perkins, AMS 
principal) 

Star student
A student who was in all 

kinds of trouble last year 
is like a star student this year 
– he is never sent to the office 
anymore, and when I visit his 
classrooms he is engaged and 
making great comments. There 
is probably not one thing that 
made the difference, but a lot 
of staff helping him, including 
our mental health therapist and 

counselor who helped with 
clothing and other needs, and 
several teachers this year and 
last year that made connections 
with him. I also think that the 
Readers and Writers curricula 
and the tech devices are making 
the learning more engaging and 
predictable for students, leading 
to great academic success and 
less classroom behaviors. (Tara 
Dowd,  Fidalgo principal) 

Relentless belief
Two years ago, a new first 

grader joined us at Island 
View. He was a struggling 
reader and had begun saying 
things like, “I hate school” to 
his mother, who requested 
he be retained at first grade. 
Instead of retaining him, his 
teachers surrounded him with 
supports – 1:1 volunteer tutors, 
individual help with teachers 
and paraeducators, and Title I 
reading intervention. The hard, 
intentional work and a relent-
less belief in the student paid 
off: he was exited from the Title 
I reading program in October 
because of his improvement and 
no longer “hates” school. (Brian 
Hanrahan, Island View principal)

District stories focus on social emotional growth 

I’ve been think-
ing a lot about last 
month’s rumor of a 

threat against Ana-
cortes High School – 
and what we can learn 
from it. 

Social media lit up 
in mid-December with 
references to the al-
leged threat, and school 
administrators’ email 
inboxes overflowed 

with messages and questions. We cancelled 
school to investigate. 

The investigation, conducted with the 
Anacortes Police Department, found that 
there was no threat. The whole thing had 
zero basis. There was never any implied 
harm or ill will by anyone against the school 
or against students. 

Even after we clarified that there was no 
threat, some students and parents couldn’t 
believe it. How could it be false when there 
was so much community buzz and so many 
references to it online? Surely, there must be 
something there? 

Rumor mill
The story doesn’t end there. A truly unfor-

tunate consequence of the incident is that as 
the rumor spread, names were attached to 
the supposed threat. In a number of cases, 
parents spread the names after hearing 
rumors from their children. 

Several AHS students were called out as 
potential school shooters. The names – and 

in one case a student photo – spread on so-
cial media. You can imagine the dismay such 
actions brought to the accused individuals 
and their families. 

So what’s going on here?  
First, I think the issue took off because it 

played on our fears. As parents, our duty is 
to keep our children safe. Anything that im-
perils our children’s well-being immediately 
gets our full attention. 

Second, the issue was tailor made for 
Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat. While 
social media certainly has its strengths, one 
of the downsides is the ease with which 
information is passed along without attribu-
tion. This is why cyber bullying has become 
such a pervasive problem in our country. 
The dramatic nature of this particular rumor 
probably attracted students and parents who 
otherwise may have been more discerning. 

Media consumption
In many ways, this case underscores 

the critical importance of being a careful 
consumer of information. And that’s a huge 
part of a K-12 education today. One of the 
prominent learning standards that cuts 
across subject areas and grade levels is using 
evidence to support claims. 

In other words, how do we know what we 
know? 

It’s at the heart of critical thinking.
The recent U.S. election – with an increase 

in “fake news” – and the growth of social 
media add urgency to this need for careful 
media consumption and communication. 

Facebook reports having more than 1.6 bil-

lion users worldwide. A Pew Research study 
found that 79 percent of online Americans 
use Facebook. And a YouGov survey re-
ported by BBC news found that 48 percent of 
Americans get their news from social media 
compared to a news website. 

We have to be vigilant about what we post 
and read online – and how we know what 
we know. 

Good citizenship
We also have to resist the temptation to 

gossip. It can be very alluring to think that 
we have the inside scoop on a juicy topic.  

Without good judgment, we fall prey to 
innuendo, falsehoods and finger-pointing. 
Arthur Miller explored this in his classic 
play, The Crucible. Based on the Salem Witch 
Trials – and an allegory for the McCarthy-era 
“red scare” politics –  rumors and unfound-
ed accusations in the 1690s led to the death 
of 20 alleged witches. The state of Massachu-
setts later condemned the trials for a lack of 
evidence in the prosecutions.  

Similarly, attorney Joseph Welch chal-
lenged Senator Joseph McCarthy on national 
television in 1954 when McCarthy casually 
dropped names of supposed Communist 
sympathizers with limited evidence. 

 “Have you no sense of decency, sir?” 
Welch famously asked. 

The bottom line is that critical thinking 
and judicious communication are at the 
heart of good citizenship. Let’s commit to 
carefully consuming and conveying infor-
mation – and to teach our children to do the 
same.

Tech in action
Mary Elizabeth Pearson, 

who helps facilitate technol-
ogy integration in ASD, 
recently shared two small 
success stories that showed 
how technology can make 
a difference. In the first, a 
new student from France – 
a boy with limited English 
– was able to stick with his 
peers in working through 
a technology exercise 
involving basic coding by 
changing the language of 
the tutorial. 

“The student didn’t feel 
lost or left behind,” said 
Pearson. “The integration of 
technology into our class-
rooms allowed him to ex-
perience coding in the same 
way as his classmates. As 
his confidence in language 
grows, a next step would 
be to provide him with the 
opportunity to try it again – 
but in English this time!”

In a second example, an 
Anacortes student who 
has a twin living in New 
Zealand, was able to con-
nect via videoconference at 
school. Twins have a very 
emotional and physical 
bond to each other that 
even they don’t often un-
derstand so this separation 
is very difficult for both of 
them, said Pearson, who is 
a mother of twins. 

Recognizing this stressful 
situation, the girls’ teachers 
in both countries worked 
together to provide an 
opportunity for them and 
their classmates to connect. 

“The emotion from the 
girls was hard to miss and 
choked up the adults in the 
room,” said Pearson. “Once 
the initial excitement settled 
down, students in both 
classes wanted to know 
what each other was study-
ing, what their rules were, 
and our Anacortes students 
wanted to know why the 
other students were wear-
ing shorts! This is a power-
ful example of how using 
technology in the classroom 
can connect our students 
outside of Anacortes and 
prompt them to be curious 
critical thinkers about the 
world around them.” 

Early childhood
Members of the Ana-

cortes Early Learning Part-
nership met superintendent 
Mark Wenzel, early learning 
coordinator Nicole Mortim-
er and Whitney principal 
Kevin Schwartz in Novem-
ber for an evening program 
to celebrate early learning in 
Anacortes and lay the foun-
dation for future growth. 

“Our early learning 
providers have an amaz-
ing track record of getting 
children ‘school ready’ by 
the time they enter kin-
dergarten,” said Schwartz. 
“The ongoing connections 
we’re able to make through 
shared learning and com-
munication are vital to our 
students’ success.” 

About 200 students each 
year enter kindergarten in 
Anacortes, and the goal is 
to get to 100 percent school 
readiness,” he said. “We 
know that pre-school makes 
a huge difference, so we’re 
doing everything possible 
to ensure widespread access 
and to share kindergarten-
ready tools and ideas with 
our providers.” 

Photo by Jim Thompson 
Anacortes High School teachers Vicki Swanson, Dan McLean and Lisa Blohm take time to write appreciative 
postcards to students for their effort and growth this year. The school’s ‘postcard parties’ are designed to help 
foster strong ties between the faculty and students. 



6-8 transition 
The district will hold a 6-8 

transition meeting for incom-
ing middle school parents on 
February 15 at 10 a.m., with 
a repeat meeting at 7 p.m. for 
those unable to attend during 
the day. 

The meeting will cover the 
plan for sixth and seventh 
graders at the school next year, 
including proposed program 
offerings and springtime out-
reach to students and families. 

“We’re excited to welcome 
more than 400 new students to 
the school next year,” said prin-
cipal Patrick Harrington. “I’m 
confident our plan will create 
a great space for students 
academically, while ensuring 
a safe, nurturing environment 
for them. We know how impor-
tant both aspects are.” 

The meeting is designed 
for parents of incoming sixth 
and seventh graders, though 
parents of eighth graders are 
welcome to attend as well. 

 
Quick tips

Quick tips is a tool for 
students, parents, community 
members and staff to anony-
mously report concerns to 
school administrators. This 
reporting tool is accessed 
through an online form on our 
website, or through a mobile 
app. 

The tool is intended to pro-
vide a venue to report sensitive 
incidents such as bullying, ha-
rassment, intimidation, or peer 
pressure that victims may not 
feel comfortable reporting in 
person. We encourage people 
with concerns to contact their 
building principal directly, but 
we also recognize the sensitive 
nature of some circumstances, 
and want to provide this 
avenue for anonymity. Submit-
ters can choose to include their 
contact information on the tip 
if they would like. 

District administrators 
receive the tip via email and 
take action or investigate as 
appropriate. Submitters should 
provide as much detail as 
possible to allow administra-
tors to look into the matter. For 
emergencies, please call 911. 

For quick tips, go the ASD 
website at www.asd103.
org and find the link under 
“contact us.” If you have other 
questions and you don’t know 
where to direct them, please 
email anacortessd@asd103.org, 
and your email will be routed 
as appropriate. 

Drug/alcohol use 
prevention

The Drug and Alcohol Task 
Force work recently received a 
$44,000 grant through Com-
munities that Care to support 
consultation, training, and 
research-based tools to prevent 
youth problem behaviors 
such as violence, delinquency, 
school dropout and substance 
abuse. 

The goal is to develop 
the existing task force into 
a coalition with a specific, 
data-driven prevention plan 
based on Anacortes’ behavioral 
health problems and risk and 
protective factors, said Connie 
Martin, executive director of 
student support services for the 
district. 

The district is also launching 
an early intervention program 
for fifth and sixth graders later 
this school year, using high 
school mentors to help teach 
elementary students about 
healthy life choices.
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learn to write common lab 
reports, use data and scientific 
reasoning for their claims and 
evidence, and effectively write 
conclusions.

Because of the state assess-
ment, biology is really a gate-
way course. Johnston says stu-
dents who take biology early 
fulfill that requirement and can 
then go on to many more science 
courses.

“For a school our size, we 
have a high number of upper-
level science options and career 
paths,” said Garcia.

Swanson adds that many 
students actually take four years 
of science, sometimes up to 
seven courses, despite a three-
year science credit graduation 
requirement.

This is exactly what happened 
to alumna Amber Robison who 
graduated in 2002. She received 
a bachelor of science in general 
biology from the University of 
Washington and a master’s in 
teaching from Western Wash-
ington University.

Robison is now the depart-
ment manager of laboratory 
technicians who do preclinical 
drug development. She started 
as an animal technician and has 
moved up to her current posi-
tion, overseeing the studies that 
make sure new medications are 
safe and effective as required by 
the FDA. 

Robison’s favorite class was 
human anatomy with Swanson, 
and she includes retired science 
teacher Gib Moore among her 

favorites. 
“When I entered college with 

no firm idea of what to major 
in, I looked back at what classes 
I enjoyed most and realized 
biology and human anatomy 
were my favorites. This ended 
up directly shaping my college 
experience and career choices,” 
she said. 

Robison is just one of many 
students who find their talents 
in high school science classes, 
follow their passion and come 
back to share their stories.

“It’s the greatest thing when 
they relate what they’ve learned 
to their work and life,” said 
Garcia.

The high school biology 
course covers key practices in 
the state’s new science stan-
dards: 

• Asking questions and defin-
ing problems 

• Developing and using mod-
els 

• Planning and carrying out 
investigations 

• Analyzing and interpret-
ing data

• Constructing explanations 
and designing solutions 

• Engaging in argument from 
evidence

• Obtaining, evaluating and 
communicating information 

Other science courses offered 
at the high school include: physi-
cal science, human anatomy and 
physiology, AP environmental 
science, physics and AP physics, 
chemistry and AP chemistry, AP 
computer science, introduction 
to robotics, robotics engineering 
and advanced robotics. 

IN BRIEF

BIOLOGY  
FROM PAGE 1

By Emma RiEdEl 

Writing prompt: Some students have a 
background, identity, interest, or talent that 
is so meaningful they believe their application 
would be incomplete without it. If this sounds 
like you, then please share your story. 

Ethereal light bounces across tur-
quoise pools, illuminating jewel-
bright flowers of all shapes and 

colors; scarlet paintbrushes, sunshine 
yellow daisies, and powder pink amaryl-
lises. Waves lap lazily at the pearly white 
rocks perching on the edge of a deep blue 
tarn. Lush green pines offer their boughs 
to thrushes whose songs echo across the 
sunlit valley. This is Lewis Lake in the 
North Cascades National Park, the place 
where I first realized how large an impact 
my childhood years made on who I am to-
day. This is the most spectacular, enchant-
ing place I’ve ever seen. This is the perfect 
place for me.

I grew up in Marblemount, Washington, 
a town on the banks of the Skagit River 
with a population of two hundred and 
six people. I lived there because both of 
my parents work for the North Cascades 
National Park, and the ranger station is 
located in Marblemount. Growing up on 
22 acres of almost complete forestland, I 
was constantly in touch with the natural 
world surrounding me. 

The towering pines were my home 
more than any four walls and roof ever 
could have been. Unlike the other children 
of my generation, I didn’t grow up watch-
ing Disney Channel or playing computer 
games. Instead, I read countless books and 
explored the overgrown trails that made 
up my makeshift playground. Because my 
parents foster such a deep admiration for 
the environment, I was born with an in-
nate appreciation for Mother Nature. 

Then when I was eleven, my parents 
moved us to the much larger, seaside city 
of Anacortes, which houses about 80 times 
as many people as I was used to. All of the 
fundamental habits of the life I was used 

to were different; my yard was 10 square 
feet, there was a grocery store less than 
five minutes away, and my graduating 
class had swelled from 50 students to 200. 
As I acclimated to the changes happening 
around me, I began to change as well. 

As the years elapsed in Anacortes, my 
values shifted. Suddenly, I was much 
more affected by pop culture. I began 

watching more movies, reading fewer 
books, and tuning my appearance and 
character to fit in with those around me. 

Now, rather than exploring the natural 
world, I wanted to shop for clothes and 
watch television shows about rich girls 
from in New York City and L.A. Living 
in a huge, glamorous city seemed like the 
only acceptable option for adult life. As I 
assimilated into the community, my para-
digms shifted, and I was on the fast track 
to leave my old life behind and become a 
fashion merchandiser in New York City. 

When relatives would ask me what 
I wanted to study in college, I would 
answer something like fashion design. 
But as I told more and more people that, 
I became ashamed that if I became a suc-
cessful fashion designer, I would have 
diverted entirely from what I had learned 
to value as a child.

It was this realization that’s recently 
compelled me to reevaluate what’s truly 
important to me, and by doing this, I’ve 
realized what an enormous role my child-
hood has played in developing the values 
that make me who I am. My connection 
with the natural world and my need to 
protect it are profoundly engrained into 
my being. I am not myself without those 
principles. 

However, as I’ve grown up and 
branched out, I’ve met more people, and 
I’ve noticed that not everyone shares those 
principles. For the sake of the environ-
ment I love so much, it’s become clear that 
the best way to take pride in myself is by 
using my life and my exceptional experi-
ences to fight for our treasured home. 
However much I’ve tried to resist or run 
from the natural world, I have finally real-
ized that enveloped in the world around 
me is truly the perfect place for me.

Emma Riedel is a senior at Anacortes High 
School. She has been accepted to University of 
Portland, Whitworth University, Pacific Lu-
theran University and Concordia University 
in Portland. She plans to major in environ-
mental studies.

Sophomore Forrest Korrell says his biology class is important because 
he plans to go into the medical field. ‘I know science will be useful to 
me in the future,’ he said. ‘I like the labs because instead of someone 
telling us that something is true, we get to see why it’s true.”

COLLEGE ADMISSION ESSAY:

Student reflects on natural world

Anacortes High School senior Emma Riedel 
recently wrote this essay as part of the college 
admission process. As first semester comes 
to an end, seniors prepare for their final term, 
graduation and life after high school. A focus on 
post-secondary education is important in the 
district, as Washington state expects 740,000 
job openings in the next five years, according 
to research from the Boston Consulting Group. 
This number is triple the national average. Most 
of the new jobs require education and training 
beyond high school, researchers say.

State law requires students in 
the class of 2017 and beyond to 
pass the biology end-of-course 
(EOC) assessment to be eligible 
to graduate. The biology test is 
also used for federal accountabil-
ity because states are required 
to assess students in science one 
time in elementary, middle and 
high school. This means that 
students in 10th grade will have 
to take the biology EOC even 

if they were not enrolled in the 
course, per state rules.

The state plans to field test a 
new assessment based on the 
Next Generation Science Stan-
dards (NGSS) this spring. After 
NGSS are implemented and as-
sessed, students will be required 
to pass a Comprehensive NGSS 
test. The timeline for NGSS is 
being developed, according to 
the state superintendent’s office.
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Makaela Levine
1st grade 

Mt. Erie Elementary

My goal for the new 
year is to try to read 
better, do more 

writing, and to stop playing 
around. Sometimes I need to 
pay more attention and fo-
cus. I have gotten a little bet-
ter at reading stamina. This 
means that you read and 
don’t break your focus. You 
don’t get distracted by other 
things. If it’s a really hard 
book, I try to read it slowly, 
so I can read smoother. For 
Writer’s Workshop, Mrs. 
Miller says we have to write 
something real, something 
that really happened. Some-
times I just have to think so 
hard when I don’t have any 
ideas right away. But for my 
goal to come true, I will just 
have to keep writing more 
and more.

Aiden Reyes
Kindergarten 

Whitney  
Elementary

Well I do love kin-
dergarten, and 
the thing I want 

to do more is paint. I love 
to paint squares, circles, 
and names. My favorite 
part of school is free choice, 
so I hope I can have lots 
of free choice time to do 
geo-boards and blocks. I’m 
very good at building train 
tracks. I can write 100, but I 
want to be able to count to 
100. Another thing I hope 
is to be able to read more 
books and poems, like “Mis 
Amigos.” “This Little Pig” 
is hard, but I’m going to try. 
My biggest goal is to win 
the award to take home, 
so my dad will let me play 
Xbox. I have really good 
manners, and I will be nice 
to all my friends so I can 
get the award.

STUDENT
VOICES

Akayna Zon
5th grade 
Fidalgo 

Elementary

I hope to get better at math, 
to get higher math grades 
and to improve my hand-

writing. To do this, I could 
ask my parents for help or 
just work harder. This year 
I’m already improving, 
and it’s all because of Mrs. 
Meaders. She is making me 
actually like math. I’ve never 
been good at it, so I’ve never 
really enjoyed it. Another 
goal is maybe not to talk so 
much. I’m a very social per-
son. I can control myself, but 
sometimes it’s just difficult. 
One of my hopes is to make 
my mom happy. And I hope 
my 11th birthday will be a 
good one.

Brady Sage
8th grade
Anacortes  

Middle School

I’ve actually grown a lot 
as far as my grades go. 
I never took the time 

before, but now I study 
more. My dad’s helped me, 
too. The subject I’ve had 
the most improvement in is 
math. I’ve just been really 
taking my time to do my 
work. Even though math is 
hard, I still enjoy it. Also, I 
have become more active 
in clubs, like the moun-
tain biking club. My coach 
motivated me to even go to 
gravity camp, which is this 
really fun biking camp. My 
goal is to place fifth or better 
in a race. And my goal for 
school is to get straight A’s.

Margaret Collins
Senior

Cap Sante  
High School

My palette for learn-
ing was wiped 
out way back in 

third grade when I started 
having epileptic seizures. 
I missed so much school 
and eventually was home-
schooled. In ninth grade, 
I was ready to go back 
to school. Or I thought I 
was. I didn’t even make it 
through the first semester. 
Kids teased me, and it was 
too overwhelming. So I got 
on the list for Cap Sante 
High School. I was really 
nervous about it. But once I 
got in, it just worked. It was 
the first time I ever talked 
in front of a class. Warren 
Newton never gave up on 
me, and Jennifer Alatorre 
has been amazing at inspir-
ing and encouraging me 

to pursue my goals. My 
growth as a learner really 
happened this year when I 
showed up ready to learn. 
And I’ve already completed 
three classes so far. I credit 
Cap Sante for my growth. 
I’ve been able to succeed 
like never before and will 
continue to reach my goals. 
After I complete my gradu-
ation requirements, I want 
to continue taking courses 
at Northwest Career and 
Technical Academy and 
eventually buy a food truck 
and travel around.

Lorelai Wassom
3rd grade

Island View  
Elementary

Let’s see ... in 2017, I 
hope that my teacher 
is still just right for 

me. Mrs. Nyland is very 
good. We fit. My one school 
goal is to get better at math. 
My teacher can help me 
work with specific hard 
parts, and I will need to 
keep practicing problems. I 
think division is the hard-
est right now, harder than 
multiplication, that’s for 
sure. I also hope to con-
tinue being in plays. The 
best part is when every-
body cheers for you, and 
they’re so happy to see you 
on stage. Being up there re-
ally helps me be in front of 
people more easily in other 
parts of my life. And I hope 
my mom finds happiness. 
That’s my hope.

Maggie Betts
9th grade
Anacortes  

High School

When I look back, I 
remember a math 
teacher who, after 

showing us how to solve the 
problem, would then ask 
the class if anyone had an-
other way to solve it. I think 
that this is symbolic of my 
growth this year: realizing 
that there are other points 
of view, other ways to get to 
the “right” answer. As I’m 
growing, I’m learning that 
there are so many different 
ways of thinking and seeing 
things. That’s really cool. It’s 
so interesting to think about 
how we all learn uniquely. 
I’m also getting comfortable 
forming relationships with 
many different groups of 
people. It’s been eye-opening 
and interesting to become 
friends with people who 
have similar interests but are 
in different circles. Again, 
it’s learning to accept that 
we all have varying perspec-
tives. This has helped me as 
a learner and a person.

BRIEFS
Tesoro grant 
supports 
elementary  
STEM programs 

The Tesoro Foundation 
recently announced a 

$20,000 grant to sup-
port STEM enrichment 
programs in partnership 
with Anacortes Schools 
Foundation.  The grant 
was presented in Decem-
ber by Matt Gill, Tesoro’s 
senior manager for exter-
nal affairs, as part of the 
“Celebrate the Season” 
fundraising activities at 
the Port. 

“This donation fits 
perfectly within our 
community investment 
goals of STEM educa-
tion, public safety and 
the environment,” said 
Gill. “We looked at the 
progress made by ASF 
in providing enhance-
ments in the areas of 
science, technology, 
engineering and math to 
students in our district 
and are delighted to be 
able to help grow these 
programs.”

The grant will be 
applied to the STEM 
enrichment experi-
ences in the elementary 
schools – specifically 
new programs added 
this year for all fourth, 
fifth and sixth grade 
students, more than 600 
students in all. Elemen-
tary science specialists, 
led by Jody Dylan, iden-
tified three new oppor-
tunities for students in 
these grade levels that 
are curriculum driven 
and focus on the unique 
qualities of our own 
island, forest and Salish 
Sea environment. 

This spring Anacortes 
fourth graders will go 
out on a brand new 
boat in a partnership 
with Island Adventures 
to study water qual-
ity.  Fifth graders will 
spend a day studying 
forest ecosystems led by 
instructors of Academic 
Adventures. And sixth 
graders have already 
experienced a new unit 
on water characteristics 
that was conducted in 
their classrooms with 
consultants of Salish.
org. 

These learning ac-
tivities are in addition 
to programs already 
funded by ASF – a trip 
to the Spark Museum 
in Bellingham, a day at 
Rosario Beach study-
ing marine ecosystems, 
and the comprehensive 
KidWind program on 
renewable energy.

The STEM enrich-
ment effort is now in 
its fourth year through 
Anacortes Schools 
Foundation.  

“This Tesoro grant 
provides a strong base 
for the funding of these 
programs,” said Art 
Shotwell, ASF president. 
“We are thrilled to have 
this relationship that 
allows us to support 
students in such mean-
ingful and engaging 
ways.” 

NEW YEAR GOALS & OTHER REFLECTIONS 



In the 
Spotlight
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Fidalgo first graders Tessa Kitchens, Brooklyn Fain and Khloe Olsen enjoy non-fiction books as part of their reading program. 
New state standards emphasize the importance of readers across grade levels gleaning big ideas and supporting details 
from non-fiction text. Using ‘text-based evidence’ is a standard that spans from elementary to high school.

Jennifer Krowl and Bibiana Arenas work together to prepare 
a school lunch last month. District food service staff serve 
about 1,000 lunches a day. 

Whitney pre-school teacher Kathleen Diemert works with 
Emily Richards and Karter McIntyre on a building activity in 
class. The creative task requires using fine motor skills and 
following multi step directions. 

Mt. Erie fourth grade teacher Luke Stanage greets students 
near the playground. A focus on relationships and the develop-
ment of hope and well-being among students is a theme across 
schools this year.

AHS students Brittaney Walkley and Lexie Rudolph find a 
humorous moment studying the muscular system in human 
anatomy class. The goal of the lab is to investigate different 
types of muscle action and determine if the action is isomet-
ric (tension without muscle contraction) or isotonic (tension 
with muscle contraction). 

AHS students in the engineering drawing class use the 
school’s CNC  (Computer Numerical Control) laser cutter to 
create ornate holiday cards for family and staff last month. 
‘It’s an amazing piece of technology,’ said instructor Joe 
Furin. ‘Students love to show people the new skills they have 
gained and are very proud of the work they do.’  The machine 
was purchased with funds from the voter-approved technol-
ogy levy.

AHS students Kalei Slagle, Ida Wolf and Noah Smale practice 
CPR with guest instructors from Skagit Emergency Medical Ser-
vices. About 120 students in health class received certification 
through the partnership. ‘The trainers are the best,’ said health 
teacher Cheryl Robison. ‘One of my students actually saved his 
dad’s life by performing CPR until EMTs arrived out in Skyline.’

Island Hospital staff Elise Cutter and Kim Graf celebrate with 
Island View fourth grader Silvia Ellis, whose artwork was 
chosen for the Island Hospital holiday card. The hospital 
provided an ice cream party to the winning student’s class. 

Island View kindergarten teacher Kim Dotzauer helps students 
practice foundational reading skills during a recent class. Gain-
ing proficiency in reading remains a critical feature of learning, 
especially in the early grades. 
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AHS  basketball coach Brett Senff leads the Seahawks for the 
19th year. ‘It is an honor and a very special privilege to be 
coaching here, and I am very humbled by it,’ he said.

“Growing up in 
Anacortes, 
I remember 

waiting with my parents 
in long lines for basketball 
games. We had to come 
early just to get a ticket. 
And that was for JV. Bas-
ketball was a big deal.”

Coach Brett Senff (AHS, 
’95), who is in his 19th 
year as boys basketball 
coach, says the strong 
tradition of basketball has 
made a comeback. He 
credits a stable program of 
Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU) basketball with 
growing the youth talent 
and interest.

For nearly two de-
cades, Senff has worked 
to strengthen the youth 
program that opens the 
world of basketball to 
elementary and middle 
school kids. In addition, 
his high school players 
often help out at AAU 
games, tournaments and 
clinics, further encourag-
ing these young players to 
stay in the sport through 
high school.

Purple and white 
After two years at 

Everett Community Col-
lege, he was hired as the 
C team and JV coach. For 
the past 10 years, he has 
led the varsity team. For 
four of the last five years, 
he’s been named league 

Coach of the Year and has 
taken the team to state just 
as many times, ranking 
second in state in 2012 and 
2014.

He credits his assistant 
coaches Nate Sullivan and 
Todd and Bryce Heinde-
man. 

“We wouldn’t be where 
we are without them. 
They’ve just been unbe-
lievable,” he said.

In recalling his best 
seasons, Senff describes 
the 2014 team as one of the 
strongest, most coachable 
teams he’s had.

Player support
His philosophy is 

simple: hard work will 
reward you. But the 
delivery of this message 
takes time, on and off the 
court. The coaches invest 
10 or more months sup-
porting their players by 
cheering for them in off-
season sporting events, 
by coaching summer ball, 
and by building strong 
relationships.

“The number one thing 
we try to get across to our 
team is how to handle 
adversity,” he said. “So we 
push them hard, physi-
cally and mentally, harder 
than they’ve ever been 
pushed. And by the end 
of the season, when they 
believe in what they’re 
working for, it all comes 

together seamlessly.” 
Senior Eli Moore says 

it’s not always fun, but 
Senff’s philosophy defi-

of his players than I’ve 
seen from anyone,” said 
Moore. “His strict work 
ethic is rigorous, but it’s 
rewarding.” 

Senff knows each player 
is different, so pushing 
players might look differ-
ently with different kids. 
For some, it’s pulling them 
in for a talk; for others, it’s 
working them extra hard 
at practice. But all the time 
he’s pushing, he’s also 
encouraging them because 
he knows that to motivate 
a kid, you have to have a 
connection.

Senior and team captain 
Derek Vance describes his 
coach as passionate.

“He lives it. He won’t 
give up on you. You know 
he believes in you and 
your potential,” Vance 
said. 

Finding the balance
This balance between 

pushing and encouraging 
has come with time. Senff 
says as a young coach he 
didn’t have the experience 
to know when to pick his 
battles and when to let off 
a little and be graceful in 
giving second chances. 
To inherently trust his as-
sistant coaches is another 
lesson he wishes he’d 
known early on. He credits 
his two mentors, his father, 
Bruce Senff, and former 
AHS athletic director 

Rick Mergenthaler, with 
modeling the philosophy 
of getting out what you 
put in.

It’s one of the things he 
loves most about his job.

“When it finally comes 
together, when the players 
see for themselves that 
their hard work pays off, 
everything just soars,” he 
says.

He also truly loves the 
relationships he builds, 
both on and off the court 
and says he wants his 
players’ memories of high 
school to be from the pro-
gram, whether it’s a big 
win or a long van ride to a 
tournament.

“He puts so much heart 
into us,” said Moore. 
“Even if we lose, as long 
as we’ve played our hearts 
out, he’ll be proud of us.”

Senff says this year’s 
team is one of the smart-
est, most talented he’s 
seen. His goals for the 
remainder of the season 
are to continue to be 
unselfish as a team, to 
always play harder than 
their opponents, and to 
secure league and district 
championships. 

 “Getting to state would 
be a huge accomplish-
ment,” he said. “By 
then, this team will have 
everything in order. I re-
ally believe the sky’s the 
limit.”

Name: Tyler Blouin
Sport: Basketball
Grade: 11
Number of years 
playing: 8 
Position: Point and 
shooting guard
Season goal for 
the season: Go 
to state. We’ve 
got a deep team; 
we’re all good 
shooters and great 

rebounders.
Favorite class: Architect design
Playing basketball has taught me: how 
to be a leader and also how to rely  
on others.
Tickets to the Super Bowl or your 
favorite hip hop concert? Concert, 
definitely.
Favorite professional team: Cleveland 
Cavaliers

AHS sophomore Emmett Moore swims the 100-meter butterfly during a recent practice. Moore placed third at 
state last year. His goal is to win the state title this year.

ATHLETE 
SPOTLIGHT

Name: 
Emmett Moore
Sport: Boys’ Swim/
Dive
Grade: 10
Number of years: 3 
Events: 100 fly  
and 50 free
Goals: Capture 1st in 
state for the 100 fly
Hardest thing about 
swimming: Time 
management. You put 
in so much time.
Swimming has 
taught me: Even 
though it’s an indi-
vidual thing, it’s so 
great to have team-
mates cheering and 
supporting you.
When I’m not swim-
ming, you can find 
me: sleeping.
Travel bucket list: 
England
Most challenging 
class: AP US History

Name: Alex White
Sport: Bowling
Grade: 11
Number of years: 
2
Best score: 133
I love bowling 
because: It’s a 
personal thing. You 
work on bettering 
your own score 
while helping  
the team.

Most challenging class: Pre-calculus
Last book I’ve read: Under the  
Banyan Tree
Bowling taught me: how to work on 
a team and how to help each other. It’s 
also just taught me to bowl. I’ve im-
proved a lot in the two years I’ve been 
on the team.
If I could travel anywhere: Ireland

Name: 
Braden Swanson

Sport: Wrestling
Grade: 11
Number of years: 7
Season goal: Definitely state. To get 
the freshmen and sophomores to be 
invested on-season and stick with it 
off-season to carry into next year.
Most drastic thing I’ve done to make 
weight: I had to go from 142 to 138. So 
for two days, I ate a few slices of ham, 
6 oz of apple juice and a bit of rice 
each night. It worked, but it wasn’t 
necessarily a good thing to do.

Super Bowl tickets or Hamilton tickets: Hamilton, hands 
down.
Most challenging class: Honors World Religions. I put in 
at least one to two hours a night just on that class.
When I’m not wrestling, I’m: At school working in 
Brodniak, studying, or helping out with Hawkeye wres-
tling.

Name:
Erin Huffstodt

Sport: Basketball
Grade: 11
Number of years: 6
Position: Post/center
Season goal: I definitely want to make 
it back to state; rebuild and get in our 
groove; keep the district championship 
title.
Lessons learned from basketball: How 
to trust people on and off the court, how 
to work as a team. You have to rely on 
others.
Hopes for 2017: Time management. I 

want to further push myself to excel in both academics and 
sports.
If I could travel anywhere: Greece
Favorite class: AP US History because Mrs. Pullen is so 
encouraging even through the hardest parts. It’s never boring 
despite being extremely difficult.
Last book I read: 12 Steps to a More Compassionate Life

COACH BRETT SENFF

A simple message:  Hard work will reward you
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District bids farewell to 2 leaders

School board tackles big projects
With several major initia-

tives underway, the Ana-
cortes School District’s 

Board of Directors is working 
hard on several fronts to improve 
student learning across all grades 
and schools. The board includes 
Marilyn Hanesworth, Bill Shaw, 
Karl Yost, Bobbilyn Hogge and 
Erin Rieger.

One of the current top priorities 
is the high school construction 
project. Board member Erin Rieger 
says the board has been fortunate 
to have such a strong team work-
ing together: architect, project 
manager, district team, and general 
contractor.

The project has important mile-
stones such as the development 
of the design, cost estimates, bid-
ding and the three phases of con-
struction to build the field, main 
classroom wing and CTE/music/
auditorium wing. Along the way, 
the board closely monitors the 
progress, reviews plans and en-
sures the budget is on track. 

“The escalating cost of con-
struction across the state has been 
frustrating and challenging, but 
the team is rising to the occasion,” 
Rieger said. “We’ve worked hard 
to maximize value in this project, 
and we feel really good about the 
process.”

Strategic plan
A second major undertaking is 

the revamping of the district’s stra-
tegic plan. Intentionally created as 
a five-year plan, the current one 
expires this year. Much of what is 
in the current strategic plan, such 
as the technology initiative and 
high school improvements, have 
been accomplished, says board 
president Bobbilyn Hogge.  

Now the board and superinten-
dent Mark Wenzel are leading an 
effort to renew the plan to ensure 
continued growth for district 
students. 

“Our job is to continually ask: 
Do we have the right goals, and can 
we measure them?” said Hogge.

As part of the process, the dis-
trict is collecting feedback from 
students, staff, parents and com-
munity members, with the new 
plan to be completed later this year. 
6-8 middle school transition

A third task for the board right 
now is to review the middle school 
6-8 transition plan currently being 
written and reviewed by a middle 
school visioning team and district 
administration. The board’s job 

will be to listen to reports and 
provide feedback to ensure that the 
transition goes smoothly and the 
new middle school offers the best 
possible education to students. 

Guiding the work
In addition to larger projects, 

the board must conduct its routine 
work, focusing on policies, budget 
review and superintendent evalua-
tion to help guide the district.

“We have a strong relation-
ship with the superintendent 
and the district as a whole, “said 
Hogge. “Our job is to ask the right 
questions and to set appropriate 
measurement and goals that al-
ways lead to student growth and 
learning. We feel safe asking hard 
questions, even when it gets deep 
and difficult. We can push back 
because the relationship is strong. 
Yet we stay at a policy level – and 
don’t get mired in the operational 
details – because we trust the dis-
trict administration and building 
principals to do their hard work.”

Both Rieger and Hogge agree 
that there is something special 
about the board and this dis-
trict and say they are grateful to 
the committed teachers, support 
staff and administrators for their 
dedication. They joke that there 
are often sessions at the annual 
statewide school board confer-
ence that just don’t apply to the 
Anacortes School District, such as 
mediation between a district and 
a board, team building, or how to 
communicate better. 

“We’ve got those down. This is 
not a place for personal agendas. It 
always goes back to the students, 
which is not how it is everywhere,” 
said Rieger.

Student representatives
One unique part of the board is 

the role of its student representa-
tives who serve a two-year term. 
This year’s student representatives 
include juniors Anja Shjarback 
and Michael Mantell and seniors 
Sabrina Poor and Whitney Hogge.

Each student is responsible 
for monthly reports on specific 
schools, and new this year, for 
researching and writing reports on 
specific board topics such as the 6-8 
transition or technology.

“Our student reps are my favor-
ite part of serving on the board. 
They provide an important voice 
to our deliberations,” said Hogge.

Board of distinction
Karl Yost just completed his 

seventh year on the board and 
says that every director he has 
worked with over the years has 
provided a unique perspective, 
essential curiosity, thoughtful 
insight and reflective input into 
all the planning and decision-
making.

“This unchanged foundation 
truly is the key to the success of 
our school board,” he said. “The 
current board is building on the 
work of previous boards.” 

Recently, the board was hon-
ored for the third time by the 

Washington State School Direc-
tors’ Association as a “Board of 
Distinction” for excellent work 
and commitment to students and 
community. The award is based 
on the achievement of state stan-
dards for school boards. About 
10 percent of boards statewide 
received the award in 2016. 

Rieger says the application pro-
cess was a serious self-assessment 
and reflection that enabled the 
board to see, with measureable 
bodies of evidence, just how much 
it’s accomplished.

“At a state level the award 
shows that our board aligns with 
the state’s priorities. It validates 
our work. But on a deeper level, 
it shows that we are continually 
focused on growth and learning 
for all students. I’m really proud 
that we are increasing our focus 
on closing the achievement gap,” 
she said.

Yost echoes his pride in the 
board’s work citing early learn-
ing and mental health programs, 
the teacher/principal evaluation 
program, and successfully navi-
gating the 2008-2013 economic 
recession as notable accomplish-
ments. 

Looking ahead, the board will 
continue updating its goals and 
measures through the strategic 
planning process. 

“We aim to be a top perform-
ing district in Washington state,” 
said Hogge. “We have a lot to 
celebrate. And we’re excited for 
the growth that lies ahead.”  

Last month the district 
celebrated the careers of 
two district leaders: Lisa 

Matthews, executive direc-
tor of finance and operations, 
and Tyler Starkovich, technol-
ogy director. Matthews leaves 
ASD for a position as assistant 
superintendent of finance at the 
Educational Service District in 
Anacortes and Starkovich joined 
Dakota Creek Industries as tech-
nology manager.

Matthews, who worked in the 
district for 10 years, says her job 
was two-fold: the operations side, 
which involved overseeing de-
partments such as transportation, 
food services and maintenance, 
and the finance side, which 
entailed working with building 
budgets, reporting to the school 
board and acting as a kind of 
financial consultant. 

A big part of Matthews’ work 
was compliance: helping train 
others on what and how they 
could spend money, since the 
district is a public entity.

“I enjoy taking my under-
standing of the complications of 

K-12 funding 
and helping 
the district. 
It’s like a 
puzzle,” she 
said.

While the 
five-year eco-
nomic down-
turn starting 
in 2008 hit 
schools hard, 
Matthews says the district is in 
a fiscally sound position now 
due to enrollment leveling off 
and an increase in state fund-
ing. 

“Her careful stewardship led 
to a continual string of clean 
audits,” said superintendent 
Mark Wenzel. 

Starkovich started as a 
“technology infusion assistant” 
17 years ago. That position 
evolved from troubleshooting 
duties to network engineering 
and finally to the technology 
director position he held for the 
past five years.

Starkovich says he’s seen a lot 
of growth over the years. There 

was a time 
when the 
district had 
no replace-
ment plan 
for outdated 
computers.

“We fixed 
the machines 
by piec-
ing things 
together with 
parts we could find,” he said.

The 2014 tech levy has made 
a huge and exciting differ-
ence for student learning, says 
Starkovich.

“We’re finally getting to a 
place where the environment 
at school reflects what students 
are used to at home,” he said.

Classroom technology is a 
phenomenal tool that allows 
teachers to improve their in-
struction, he said. A vital piece 
to the success of the district’s 
digital conversion has been 
technology coaching with a 
focus on instruction and digital 
citizenship, he said. 

Starkovich is most excited 

about the roll out in grades 7 
through 12 next fall that will 
provide a device to every 
student. Being able to take the 
device home – the tentative 
plan – will open a whole new 
world to many students. 

“The district cares so much 
about kids,” he said. “Every 
initiative, every decision always 
comes back to what’s best for 
students. That’s unique.”

Wenzel says the two leaders 
will be missed.

“In Tyler and Lisa, you have 
two employees who have 
shown incredible dedication to 
the district,” he said. “They’ve 
been instrumental in all of our 
major initiatives, including the 
new high school, the 6-8 transi-
tion and tech integration. They 
always put the interests of our 
students first and worked hard 
to help us achieve our goals. 
They leave a strong legacy.”  

Joining the district this month 
are David Cram as executive di-
rector of finance and operations 
and Seonsuk Kim as technology 
director. 

Anacortes School Board directors include Marilyn Hanesworth, Bill Shaw, Bobbilyn Hogge, Karl Yost and Erin Rieger. 
The group was one of 24 boards from 295 school districts in our state to earn the 2016 ‘Board of Distinction’ award 
from the Washington State School Directors Association. 

Lisa Matthews Tyler Starkovich

Anacortes∙Pride
anacortes school district

2200 m avenue
anacortes, wa 98221

360.293.1200 • www.asd.org

Mark Wenzel: Editor
Treva King: Writer

Peter and Lisa Kuhnlein:  
Photographers (ACME Creative)

Sue Misao: Design
Torhil Ramsay: Content support

School Board:
Bobbilyn Hogge, president

bhogge@asd103.org
Erin Rieger, vice-president, Karl Yost, 

Marilyn Hanesworth, Dr. Bill Shaw
The Anacortes School District does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, disability, or age in its program or 
activities. ASD complies with all federal and 
Washington State rules and regulations and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, creed, national origin, families with 
children, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender expression or identity, age, Vietnam-
era status, or disabled veteran status, or the 
presence of any sensory, mental or physical 
disability or the use of a trained dog guide or 
service animal by a disabled person. Applica-
tions from all groups are encouraged. ASD is 
a drug, alcohol, and tobacco-free workplace. 
ASD is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Contact the district office at (360) 293-1210 
with inquiries regarding compliance and/or 
grievance procedures.

Fall sports round-up
A total of 238 student-

athletes – 113 boys and 125 
girls – turned out for participa-
tion in seven sports and cheer 
in Fall 2016 at AHS. Numbers 
included: varsity/C-team foot-
ball (64 boys) girls volleyball 
(36), girls soccer (28), boys ten-
nis (23), cross country (26 boys 
and 16 girls), girls swim & dive 
(34) and cheer (11). 

Girls swim and dive placed 
third in state, while volleyball 
and girls soccer qualified for 
post season. James Parker 
placed third at state in boys 
cross country, while Saville 
Feist and Heather Hanson 
placed 13th and 18th, respec-
tively, out of 158 runners.

In boys tennis, seniors Ryan 
Campbell and Derek Vance 
placed third at the district 
tournament. 
All-state music 

Selected students include 
Geoffrey Hamilton (tenor, 
symphonic choir), Elizabeth 
Harrison (alto, symphonic 
choir), John Harrison (bass, 
symphonic choir), Nick Na-
varro (bass, symphonic choir), 
Danielle Olson (alto, symphon-
ic choir), Maren Theriot (so-
prano, symphonic choir), Paige 
Mooney (alto, All-Northwest 
jazz choir), Rachel Muntean 
(soprano, All-Northwest mixed 
choir), Lydia Weddle (soprano, 
All-Northwest jazz choir), Lexi 
Rudolph (All-State band) and 
Brandon Pratt (All-State band). 
February events 
1: Parent Education Wellness 
Series: Parenting the Child 
with ADHD, 7 pm
10: Fidalgo play “Gulliver’s 
Travels,” 6:30 pm, Fidalgo 
cafeteria 
13-16: Early Release; K-12 
conferences 
15: No late start; Elementary 
evening conferences 
17: No School, Mid-winter 
break
20: No School, Presidents Day 
27: AHS spring sports begin 
27: The Exceptional Book Club, 
6:30-8, AMS library
March events 
1: Parent Education Wellness 
Series: “Resilience,” 7 pm 
10: No School, Staff Develop-
ment 
17: Mt Erie ACT Performance 
16-19, 23-26: AHS musical 
Avenue Q, School Edition 
23-25: AMS play The Hobbitt
27: The Exceptional Book Club, 
6:30-8, AMS library


