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Rice Field fulfills vision as community facility

Volunteer of the Year teaches, inspires students

Superintendent Mark Wenzel and volunteer coordinator Keiko McCrack-
en present the Volunteer of the Year award to Rebecca Pursley. 
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It’s a Monday evening, and 
more than 100 Anacortes youth, 
ranging in age from 6 to 12, 

enthusiastically crowd onto the 
bright purple track of Rice Field. 
A whistle blows, and the mass 
scatters into smaller groups across 
the field, with some running to the 
two field pits to throw shot put and 
javelin and others eagerly lining 
up to sprint 200 meters in their 
assigned lanes. 

The excitement is palpable; this 
spring is the first time Anacortes 
Parks and Rec Department has 
experienced the new facility with 
its youth track program. 

AHS Athletic Director Erik Titus 
says this is exactly what was hoped 
for: a shared space between the 
district and the community. 

Since its opening last fall, the 
near $10 million project, which 
was constructed on budget under 
a tight six-month window, is now 
being fully used. In addition to 
high school and middle school 
track and high school soccer this 
spring, Rice Field is now home to 
Parks and Rec, community soccer, 
lacrosse and ultimate frisbee. 

The school board developed a 
Rice Field usage policy during the 
winter. The policy includes a fee 
schedule to accommodate local 
and outside groups. The board 
kept fees for local community 
groups reasonable to acknowledge 
the commitment of local residents 
in supporting schools through 
property taxes, said finance direc-
tor Dave Cram. 

Meanwhile, use of the field con-
tinues to increase. 

“The community has been won-
derful about respecting the rules 
(e.g. no dogs) and hours of avail-
ability,” said Titus. 

And it’s not just local parents 
and students who are impressed 
with the facility. Titus says students 
and staff from visiting districts 
have voiced rave reviews. 

“They walk into the stadium, 
with the veterans memorial, plaza, 

stands and field, and their jaws just 
drop,” he said. “I’ve heard nothing 
but compliments. The consensus is 
that we got it right.”  

LaConner resident Steven 
Bruffy, who served with the Ma-
rine Corps, agrees. 

“This is a great tribute to the 
men and women who gave their 
lives for our country,” he said of 
the memorial at the site. “I really 
enjoy watching my grandchildren 
participate in athletic events in a 
venue that honors athletic endeav-

ors and community members.”

Rice Field Public Hours
6:00-7:30 a.m. Monday-Friday
7:00-10:00 p.m. Monday-Friday
Noon-6:00 p.m. Sundays

We are truly inspired 
by the way Rebecca’s 
volunteering motivates 

kids, that the notion of volun-
teerism comes full circle,” says dis-
trict volunteer coordinator Keiko 
McCracken of Rebecca Pursley’s 
recent Volunteer of the Year award. 
The honor was announced at the 
district’s Community Connections 
Breakfast on April 26. 

Pursley, a retired teacher who 
has been volunteering in class-
rooms at Island View since 2013, 
says she was dumbfounded upon 
learning she had won the award. 
She says her goal is to have her 
influence reach beyond the class-
room. 

McCracken says it most definite-
ly does. Pursley not only influences 
the students, but her teaching 
expertise provides inspiration and 
mentoring to new teachers.

Pushing kids to grow
This year Pursley volunteers 

weekly in Chad Sage’s third 

grade class: a match made in 
heaven, according to Pursley. 
Sage, who nominated Pursley, 
praises her for being able to dif-
ferentiate her instruction and 
meet the students wherever 
they’re at – emotionally, behav-
iorally and academically.

She challenges every student 
by finding the right level, then 
pushing each one to grow as a 
student and as a person, said 
Sage.  

As a first year teacher, Sage 
notes that Pursley’s perspective 
and wealth of experience add a 
tremendous dynamic to his class. 
But Pursley gets just as much out 
of it as the students do. She loves 
their curiosity and enthusiasm 
and finds it intellectually stimu-
lating to collaborate with Sage on 
lessons such as Readers Theatre 
or a civics lesson on the election 
process. 

“It feeds me. I love teaching, 
and I miss being in the class-
room,” she said. “I do it for what 

the students share with me: grins, 
notes, hugs, their joy of learning.” 

Pursley says her favorite thing 
is when she sees students apply 
some skill or knowledge that 
she’s had a hand in developing. 
On a recent “Armadillo Day,” 
students were asked to discuss 
what they remembered from a 
previous lesson. To Pursley’s 
delight, every student was able 
to come up with a distinct fact. 

Armadillo Days are earned 
when the class reaches a set 
goal. They are not “free” days 
but, rather, days filled with fun 
science lessons on armadillos. 
Why armadillos? Pursley has 
been fascinated with them since 
the first time she saw one in her 
backyard in Duncan, Oklahoma. 
Now she uses that fascination to 
motivate students in a variety 
of activities, including this fall’s 
armadillo election.

Personal sacrifice
Pursley volunteers because she 

no longer can teach full-time. The 
onset of multiple sclerosis caused 
her to leave the classroom long 
before she would have chosen to. 
Now she can teach and create the 
activities she never had time or 
energy for when she was a full-
time teacher.

Her Wednesday visits to Sage’s 
class are sandwiched between two 

full days of rest: one to build up 
energy and one to recuperate 
from being in the classroom.

“She never complains or shows 
she’s tired. It’s a personal sacrifice 
for her to be here, and I learn from 
her every single week,’ Sage said. 

Pursley designed a lesson 
on MS so that students could 
learn to be comfortable around 
individuals with disabilities. She 
also taught them the biology of 

the disease. From this, students 
were inspired to volunteer and 
participate in Bellingham’s Walk 
for MS.

The way Pursley uses her own 
adversity to develop compassion 
and science knowledge, along 
with empowering them to see 
themselves as change agents, 
made her an especially good fit 
for the district award, said Mc-
Cracken.

“

Island View second grader Finnigan Slagle (left) glances at the competition as he crosses the finish line to win his 50-meter race at the Parks and Rec 
track and field meet on May 22. Amid temperatures in the mid-70s, children took to the new Rice Field for sprints, long-distance races and field events 
such as shot put, discus and javelin. 
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Shout outs
making a difference

Island View second grade
teacher Monica Frost has been 

amazing this year with my son, 
Chance. He has had some dif-
ficulties with learning, and it’s 
been stressful. Mrs. Frost always 
helps me figure out a way to 
help him, and she is so patient 
and kind with my son. Dealing 
with so many students, I know 
her job is hard. Island View is 
lucky to have her as an educator, 
and Chance is very lucky to be 
in her class. 

Christy Stearns, parent 

parent support

A huge thank you goes to to 
our new Cap Sante High 

School PTSO. We had our first 
bake sale last month at ACE 
Hardware. They raised more 
than $300 for our graduating 
seniors! Thank you to: Katie 
Kunch, Kari Stavig-Begin, Han-
nah Moon, Lisa Wahlquist, and 
Valerie Palmer.
Jennifer Alatorre, Cap Sante teacher 

helpful staff

We are so lucky to have
Virginia Tiland and 

Monique Starkovich holding 
down the fort at Mt. Erie. I feel 
super obnoxious having to call 
and change my son’s schedule, 
based on what is going on in 
our busy lives. They are so kind 
and helpful and never make me 
feel like I am driving them crazy. 
Thank you for all you do to 
make Mt. Erie great for our kids 
and families!

Laura Ferguson, parent 

classy colleagues

I would like to recognize the 
AHS English department for 

being the best to work with over 
the last seven years. It has been 
a pleasure to collaborate during 
our PLC time as well as other 
projects. What a great group of 
professionals! I will miss you 
all: Erin Gibson, Kay Bacetich, 
Brian Backman, Ruth Masters 
and Corey McCartney.

Michele Feist, AHS teacher 

good cheer

Thank you Emily Mansfield
for providing such a fun and 

positive learning environment 
this year! You have encouraged 
and supported our first grader 
with humor and good cheer. 
Also, congratulations to Didi 
Funk on her retirement ... thank 
you for your wise and steady 
leadership for the fifth graders at 
Island View. You will be missed!

Brian and Alexis Gentry, parents 

mr. tim

Tim Schmidt – Mr. Tim –
volunteers in multiple Island 

View classrooms five days a 
week. He helps students by 
reading with them, working 
with small groups, and help-
ing them one-on-one with their 
math. He helps teachers by 
prepping materials, chaperon-
ing field trips, and even moving 
our desks. Mr. Tim takes every 
opportunity to teach life lessons 
and reinforce our Eagle Traits. 
He goes out to recess with the 
students and is a four-square 
champ. He comes to class with 
patience and encouraging 
words. Mr. Tim always puts kids 
first. At the end of every day, 
he asks if we want him to do 
anything different. Our answer 
is always “no.” He is invaluable.

Samantha Ng and 
Monica Frost, teachers 

literacy lions

AmeriCorps/Washington
Reading Corps members 

Katherine Auditor, Kim Bone, 
Gary Griggs, Laura Spehar and 
Gena Unser deserve a huge 
shout out for their support of 
literacy programs in our district 
this year as national volunteers. 
They truly embody Washington 
Reading Corps’ vision: “Serv-
ing others is a way of life.” 
Special thanks to Laura Spehar, 
in her third and final year with 
Washington Reading Corps. 
Laura inspires a love of read-
ing in every student she meets. 
All these wonderful volunteers 
move on to other adventures by 
mid-summer, and we will miss 
their generous sharing of time 
and talents!

Keiko McCracken, 
ASD volunteer coordinator 

patience and
compassion

It’s been a challenging first
year understanding the health 

needs and self-
control issue of 
my daughter 
both in and out 
of the class-
room. Island 
View first grade 
teacher Kirsten 
Holmes has 
gone above and 
beyond with her 
understanding, 

flexibility, and willingness to 
provide suggestions, options, 
and tools to help my daughter 
be successful. Her patience and 
compassion is present every day. 
We’ve worked together to help 
my daughter be her best self. De-
spite her challenges, she always 
reports that she loves first grade 
and her teacher.

Sarah Sibley, parent 

developmental
preschool

Lora Billow is the lead
teacher for the developmen-

tal preschool at Whitney. She is 
an amazing teacher – someone 
who really goes above and 
beyond for the special needs 
children she works with and 
their families. She has been 
a blessing to me and my two 
youngest boys. Without her, my 
boys would not be where they 
are today.

Nikki Kimmel, parent

tremendous asset

Heather Shainin and vol-
unteers spent many hours 

over multiple weekends to 
build a beautiful community 
garden at Island View. The 
garden is the culmination of 
a two-year project by sixth 
graders, who were challenged 
to research garden designs 
and materials and come up a 
plan within an allotted budget. 
Heather proposes that the food 
grown in the garden go toward 
school lunches and local food 
banks. She is a tremendous as-
set to school and community.

Paula Tull, parent

plant a garden

A wheelbarrow of thanks 
to Heather Shainin who 

spearheaded the garden project 
at Island View Elementary. She 
worked with volunteers in ad-
vance of the build day – laying 
irrigation piping on a cold and 
windy day of spring break. She 
organized materials needed, art 
projects, people, equipment, and 
more for the build Saturday. And 
she was there again on Sunday 
afternoon moving the last of the 
chip pile with a rented Bobcat! 
Congratulations to Mrs. Shainin 
and everyone who helped. It’s 
a gift that will keep growing 
through the years.

Stephanie Hankey, parent

12 years

Laura Smock and Pat Ball
have volunteered in my 

ceramics classroom for 12 years 
during our 90-minute periods 
to help students on the potters 
wheels. They also help twice a 
year with raku firing. Without 
their extra hands and knowl-
edge, my students would not 
have the confidence and success 
with their experience in clay.

Candice Reid, AHS teacher

student
connections

MaryJo Christenson has
taught my daughter, 

Nicole, for the past four years 
in the life skills classroom at 
Island View. She is a very special 
person who connects with all her 
students. She was always there 
for my daughter, and Nicole 
really enjoys being in her class. 
She is truly a great teacher.

Christina Coffey, parent

stellar sub

Substitute teacher Melissa
Wakefield’s dedication to 

teaching and the achievement 
of all students puts her in high 
demand. She takes time to really 
understand our district’s cur-
riculum so that when a teacher 
has to be out, the students are 
still getting the same instruction. 
Her positive energy is loved by 
students! It is simply wonderful 
to come back to class after being 
out to find a classroom of happy 
learners and a room where 
everything is so organized and 
tidy!

Monica Frost, Island View teacher 

advanced
placement teacher

A huge shout out to Jessica 
Pullen for her extra efforts 

to assist her AP Human Geog-
raphy students in preparation 
for their AP exam. Mrs. Pullen 
offered review sessions on three 
consecutive Saturdays. These af-
ter-hours sessions show just how 
much she cares for her students 
and wants them to succeed.

Heather Milliren, parent

whitney pta

Teacher Amber Hunter has
been instrumental in helping 

Whitney PTA thrive this year. 
Not only has she counseled us 
on how to avoid pitfalls, manage 
our events, and brainstorm new 
fundraisers, she’s actually done 
a lot of leg work in helping us 
do the best job we can. For our 
yearbook’s “What do you want 
to be when you grow up” sec-
tion, she collected answers from 
every student at Whitney.

Eric Mithen, parent

student thank you

Mr. Sage, my third grade
teacher at Island View, is 

an awesome, hardworking, and 
very talented teacher. To prove 
this, here are some reasons why 
I think so. He always helps us 
when we are struggling. He 
always tells us to never give up. 
He helps us achieve our goals 
and dreams for our future. He 
has a very nice tone of voice 
when he speaks to us. He makes 
school fun. I love going to school. 
Thank you so much for being my 
teacher. You are awesome, and I 
will never forget you.

Jillian Hunter, student 

outstanding mentor

Eric Malamma always goes
above and beyond in volun-

teering in the 
classroom (in 
particular Beth 
Pruiett’s class), 
participating 
in culminating 
senior presenta-
tions, helping 
out during fee 
and photo day at 

the high school, and 
serving as an outstanding men-
tor. Eric is loyal, humble, and 
compassionate. Our community 
is a better place thanks to his 
leadership and service.

Marci Fankhauser, AHS counselor 

stem event

Thank you to the wonder-
ful volunteers who made 

the STEM Family Fun for Early 
Learners event a huge success! 
The following volunteers en-
gaged our youngest learners in 
amazing hands-on STEM activi-
ties: Anacortes YMCA preschool, 
ECEAP preschool, Whitney 
Preschool, Anacortes Lutheran 
Preschool, Amber Hunter 
from Whitney, Pacific Mammal 
Research, Island Hospital-Merle 
Cancer Care Center, Child Care 
Aware, Frankie the Educational 
Fire Truck (Children’s Museum 
of Skagit County), Playhouse 
Dental of Anacortes, Anacortes 
Robotics Team, Anacortes Public 
Library, and individual commu-
nity volunteers: Sherry Chavers, 
Carrie Worra, Katherine Audi-
tor, and Grace Hill. And thank 
you to Kiwanis Sunrisers for 
bringing the strawberry short-
cake truck!

Nicole Mortimer, 
early learning coordinator

sailing trip
Huge shout out to science 

teacher Jody Dylan who 
organized a multi-day science 
and sailing experience through 
Salish Sea Expeditions for in-
terested Mt. Erie fifth and sixth 
graders. The past three years of 
learning with Mrs. Dylan have 
inspired my daughter to pursue 
a STEM future. Thanks also to 
teachers Jonna Dunham and 
Nate Rozema who endured the 
rain and wind to chaperone 30 
kids on the two-night expedi-
tion. And kudos to Fidalgo 
Island Rotary Club and Mt. Erie 
PTA for helping support the 
trip.

Sonia Hambleton, parent

Whitney pre-school teacher Lora Billow earned praise for her thoughtful 
approach to supporting children with special needs, including 3-year-old 
Joey Kimmel. 

Teachers Heather Shainin and Andy Fountain helped spearhead the con-
struction of a school garden at Island View Elementary. Students spent sev-
eral months in a collaborative, hands-on project to design the garden. They 
used math skills such as ratios and volume, selected materials and worked 
within a budget. On Earth Day, April 22, students and families packed the 
school’s field to dig, shovel, haul and spread dirt. ‘They were so proud to be 
part of building something they had dreamed up together,’ said Shainin. 
‘Their laughter and smiles filled the garden with camaraderie and joy.’ 

Kirsten 
Holmes

Eric Malamma
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Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

AHS art teacher Candice Reid says becoming a teacher fulfilled a dream. She particularly enjoys giving students 
a challenge and watching them solve problems.  

A wave 
of 
inspi-

ration hit 
me as I sat 
in Room 214 
of Anacortes 
High School 
last month. 
The occa-
sion: Annual 
senior pre-
sentations. 
The inspira-

tion: Our kids. 
To a person, the students 

spoke persuasively and mov-
ingly about their learning 
in Anacortes schools. They 
reflected on who they are, what 
they want to do with their lives 
and how their school experience 
has prepared them for the road 
ahead. 

Dressed professionally, they 
entered the room one by one 
for their half hour presentations 
and evaluator questions. They 
shared people of inspiration 
in their lives, courses of study, 
community service and other 
insights into what makes them 
tick. 

Community volunteers 
and school staff spread across 
classrooms to listen and evalu-
ate the presentations. My room 
included history and drama 
teacher Scott Burnett, band 
teacher Sarrah Vanzanten, 
Island Hospital commissioner 
Paul Maughan and real estate 
broker Allen Workman. 

I asked students in our group 
if I could share their story, and 
they all agreed. They’ve accom-
plished a lot in preparing for 
the future. 

Kim Meyer has dedicated 
14 years to dancing about 

five hours a week with Fidalgo 
DanceWorks. She also com-
pleted more than 50 hours of 
community service to helping 
the dance organization and 
other civic groups in town. 
With the goal of becoming an 
orthopedic surgeon, Kim heads 
to Gonzaga this fall to pursue 
biology or biochemistry. She 

says her academic background 
with anatomy, biology and 
two chemistry classes leaves 
her feeling well prepared for 
the rigors of college. In a job 
shadow at Island Hospital, Kim 
saw knee and vertebrae surger-
ies, an experience she called 
“absolutely life changing.” In 
the future, she would like to 
consider working as a physician 
for the Navy or for an organiza-
tion such as Doctors Without 
Borders. 

Debolika Sen is a Green Club 
member who listed biology 

among her favorite classes. She 
named her father, a first gen-
eration U.S. citizen, as a person 
who inspires her because of his 
focused work ethic and his non-
stop support of their family. De-
bolika completed a job shadow 
at the Merle Cancer Care Center 
at Island Hospital. She learned 
how chemotherapy works and 
how to give an IV and take out a 
port. She’s excited to enroll in the 
nursing program at Western and 
pursue a career in health care. 

Nick Maddox is passion-
ate about cars. He plans 

to attend Bellingham Technical 
College to pursue studies in au-
tomotive technology. Eventually, 
he would like to get a business 
degree and open his own shop. 
He shared that engineering and 
pre-calculus classes stood out 
as his favorites at AHS. He also 
found robotics and metals really 
helpful in providing hands-on 
opportunities that connected to 
his interests. Nick is known as a 
kind person, and he prioritizes 
that in his life. 

Lauryn Boelke is a black 
belt in taekwondo. She has 

thrived at AHS in Speech & De-
bate, drama, swimming, track 
and field and Link Crew. Com-
munity service includes helping 
to prepare Thanksgiving meals 
for community members and 
teaching young kids to sprint in 
the Parks & Rec track program.  
Advanced placement courses 
such as environmental science 
and calculus have sparked her 
in high school, with coding as 
a particular interest.  Lauren 
will attend UW next year with 
a possible major in science or 
technology. Her career goal: 
Work for NASA. 

Taylor Webb lost her mother 
to cancer last year. She 

spoke movingly about the deep 
connections with her mom, the 
challenges and rewards of taking 
care of her, and the resilience 
she developed as a teenager in 
contemplating the future. “It 
was definitely a turning point 
for me,” she said. The experi-
ence deepened her commitment 
to become a caretaker, and she 
plans to pursue nursing at Skagit 
Valley College and Western. 
High school accomplishments 
include varsity swimming all 
four years and three department 
academic awards. 

As you can see, it was a 
diverse and interesting group. 
Each student presented a power-
ful life story that captured how 
their school, family and commu-
nity had shaped them into who 
they are. 

Their stories showed how 
they are prepared for the future, 
both in terms of their learning 
and their character. They all 
articulated a clear path forward, 
based on their skills, knowledge 
and interest. Evaluators in other 
rooms shared similar positive 
reactions to their student presen-
tations. 

It’s exactly what we’re shoot-
ing for as a school system. 
Taking students as young ones, 
working hard to support their 
academic and social growth, 
and watching them blossom into 
young men and women with 
passion and purpose. 

The Anacortes community 
is an amazing partner in this 
endeavor. We thank the 71 
community volunteers at the 
senior presentations, and all the 
individuals and groups in our 
district who make it a point to 
support and empower kids. 

At the end of the presenta-
tions, Dr. Paul Maughan, an in-
ternationally recognized expert 
in satellite imaging, turned to 
me, smiling. 

“Based on what I just heard, I 
would say our future is bright,” 
he said. 

I couldn’t agree more.

IN BRIEF

Student presentations capture the spirit of ASD

District retirees share memorable moments

SEE RETIREES ON PAGE 12

When I was a little girl, 
there was a lady who 
would come to our 

class with a cart of art supplies, 
and I wanted to be her. I am 
blessed to have always known 
what I wanted to do – and to 
have been able to do it. I got 
my dream. I love challenging 
students with something new, 
giving them a problem to solve. 
And then I love seeing how 
individual students solve it. That 
process of figuring it out is what 
I love about teaching. I don’t 
teach technique. I teach ideas. 

I hope my students remember 
me as being excited about their 
learning, as a patient and sup-
portive advocate. One of my fa-
vorite memories is teaching deaf 
students. I was working with 
one struggling deaf student who 
became inspired, through glass 
design, to finally communicate.

Then two years ago, I did a 
residency at Ghost Ranch in 
New Mexico, and there was 
a big shift. I suddenly started 

thinking about myself as an 
artist, and I became a stronger 
teacher. I also realized there 
was life outside high school. So 

I’m going to travel to see art, 
wherever I can. And I’m going 
to become more involved in the 
Arts Festival (I’m on the board) 

and the arts community. And 
I’m going to keep creating. 

Candice Reid, 
AHS art teacher
Years in ASD: 16
Total years teaching: 43

Kim Meyer, Debolika Sen, Nick Maddox, Lauryn Boelke and Taylor Webb 
shared life insights as part of their senior presentations last month at 
Anacortes High School. 

Students win  
Brodniak Award

AHS seniors Jaycee 
Pillman and Brittaney 
Walkley received the Walter 
A. Brodniak Cultural Educa-

tion Award 
for their lead-
ership of the 
high school 
band pro-
gram. Pillman 
and Walkley 
are the drum 
majors in the 
AHS band. 
When their 
band teacher 
went on 
leave, they 
took on a sig-
nificant lead-
ership role 
to continue 
to support 
the program. 

They orga-
nized the holiday parade, 
put together an impromptu 
summer band camp, and 
managed the band’s Face-
book page to help respond to 
parents’ questions. 

The Brodniak Award was 
created in 1977, upon Brod-
niak’s retirement as district 
superintendent, “to foster 
growth of the cultural arts 
in the district.” The award 
is given each spring to a 
student, faculty member, 
administrator, school direc-
tor, community member or 
community organization 
that has made an outstand-
ing contribution to the cul-
tural arts during the current 
school year.

Next year, Pillman plans to 
attend Western Washington 
University, while Walkley 
will attend Skagit Valley 
College. 

Food to Go 
The Food to Go program 

raised $18,000 at its annual 
fundraiser on May 10 at the 
Majestic Inn. The program 
serves 150 district students 
each week with weekend 
bags of nutritious food. 

Renee Rodriguez, Kari 
Mathis and Bobbilyn Hogge 
help organize the program, 
which relies on private fund-
ing to purchase the food.

“This program makes such 
a difference in the lives of 
our students,” said Mt. Erie 
principal Peter Donaldson, a 
featured speaker at the event. 

Donaldson shared the 
story of a third-grader who 
receives food each week and 
how the student said the 
food provides vital support, 
particularly at the end of the 
month when family supplies 
run low. 

“Because of Food to Go, 
she can come to school on 
Monday ready to learn,” he 
said.  “We’ve already agreed 
that she’s going to college, 
and this program is one of 
the supports to make sure 
she can achieve her best in 
elementary school to realize 
an incredibly bright future.” 

Safety locks 
As part of the 2016 bond, 

the district is moving 
forward on replacing locks 
on all classrooms doors in 
the elementary schools and 
middle school. The new locks 
allow staff to lock the doors 
quickly from inside the room 
in case of emergency. A simi-
lar system will be used in the 
new high school.

Jaycee
Pillman

Brittaney
Walkley
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Transformation. 
That’s what’s happen-

ing to the site of the new 
Anacortes High School, as crews 
move dirt to shape the outline 
of the soon-to-be-constructed 
86,000 square-foot classroom 
wing. 

At 10 weeks into the sec-
ond phase of the high school 
construction project, excava-
tion work is halfway complete. 
Typically, this is a very high-risk 
phase because of the potential 
for unknowns. 

Project Manager Marc Estvold 
says the district’s due diligence 
prior to the build really helped 
mitigate the risks that frequently 
accompany excavation.

“Early on in the geotech ex-
ploration, we did numerous 
borings to best identify different 
soil conditions. Those borings 
really painted a picture for us, 
which meant our drawings were 
representative of what’s down 
there,” said Estvold. “So far, 
things are going well – we’ve 
experienced no surprises.” 

The district also embraced the 
requirement to get a third-party 
constructability review. The 
beauty of this, says Estvold, is 
that trained individuals from all 
fields – mechanical, electrical, 
civil and architectural – looked 
closely for any design flaws to 
ferret out ambiguities that might 
require change orders down the 
road. 

This spring, about 30 workers 
stripped and hauled sod, dug 
footings for three stormwater re-
tention systems, lined the holes 
and placed culverts. Several 

times daily, trucks moved mass 
excavation spoils to the surplus 
area, located above Rice Field. 
Not having to drive surplus 
materials off-site is a big cost 
savings.

Marty Yates, the on-site dis-
trict representative, says the 
big earthwork, contracted with 
Faber Construction, has been 
incredibly efficient.

“It’s a difficult site: there’s 
not a lot of room to maneuver 
around. Add a thousand moving 
bodies, and it gets even more 
complicated,” said Yates. “Safe-
ty is always our top priority.”

Until school is out, trucks 
have a limited driving schedule 
around bus drop-off, pick-up 
and other school schedule con-
siderations.

Communicating with neigh-
bors is an important value for 
the district. On May 22 the 
district held its third neighbor-
hood meeting to hear feedback 
and address any concerns. While 
the meetings are scheduled 
quarterly, Estvold says he is in 
constant communication with 
neighbors around the site.

By midsummer, manpower 
will be at 50 with mechanical 

and electrical laborers, carpen-
ters and ironworkers all work-
ing on preparing for the ground 
floor slabs in the foundation. 
The target goal is to complete 
this work by August. By Septem-
ber, the building will really start 
to take shape as the erection of 
structural steel starts. 

“Students and staff check 
out the progress from my class-
room window each day,” said 
Anacortes High School biology 
teacher Vicki Swanson, whose 
second floor classroom faces 
the construction site. “It’s very 
exciting.”

Born and raised in Ana-
cortes, senior Eliot Briefer 
did not grow up dream-

ing about cogs and wheels. His 
path to leading the Anacortes 
FIRST Robotics Team 3238 to 
the World Championship in 
Houston this April is, in his 
words, accidental. 

Briefer humbly describes 
himself as stumbling into 
robotics when he took a Lego 
robotics elective class in middle 
school. He did so well he was 
invited to participate in a com-
petition, which he won, and 
was then asked to join the high 
school FIRST Robotics Team as 
an eighth grader.

His knowledge and leader-
ship skills matured each year 
until he was chosen as chief 
engineer his junior year, a role 
he reprised this year. 

“The leadership experience 
Eliot has gained is second to 
none,” says Team 3238 adviser 
Joe Furin. “What we ask this 
individual to do each year is 
amazing.”

Chief engineer
A chief engineer not only 

manages the robotics side of the 
season including the design, the 
fabrication, the ordering and 
verification of parts, but also 
the human side: creating the 
season’s schedule and timelines 
and updating the continually 
changing rules and logistics 
coming from FIRST Robotics.

Briefer’s success in leading 
the team to its sixth place finish 
in the Carver subdivision at the 
World Championship in Hous-
ton stemmed from his ability to 
provide direction and strategies.

“I constantly made sure that 
everyone knew what was going 
on and why. I made clear the 

exact thought process that went 
into any change, and then I 
held everyone accountable to 
those changes. This was key,” 
said Briefer.

In addition to chief engi-
neer, Briefer also served as 
field coach. Here, he took 
responsibility for making sure 
teammates arrived to matches 
on time, developed match 
strategies with alliance partners 
and kept track of time during 
matches. He also made sure al-
liance partners held up to their 
end of the bargain. 

Building the alliance 
Alliances are chosen by team 

members who spend hours 
upon hours scouting other 
teams’ robots and strategies. 
Highest ranking teams have 
priority in choosing, much like 
a football draft. 

Furin says the scouting ele-
ment was one of the major dif-
ferences in this year’s team.

“The commitment this team 
made to each other from the 
get-go is why this season was 
so successful. They had a game 
plan, and they held each other 
accountable to get things done 
in a meaningful way,” he said. 

Over the past four years, 
the seasoned team has grown; 
it’s learned the infrastructure 
of competition, the burden of 
choosing alliances, new strate-
gies and those of its opponents, 
and the necessity of having a 
plan B, C and D.

Developing skills
Furin stresses the wide skill 

set required of robotics team 
members. The behind-the-
scenes work is phenomenal, he 
says.  Whether it’s writing press 
releases and public speaking 
or creating business plans and 
fundraising, these skills prepare 
kids for real life. 

One of the greatest take-
aways is learning to learn from 

failure, says Furin. The goal of 
the adult mentors is to remove 
barriers and allow the kids to 
do all the work, even when it 
involves picking up pieces of 
an accidental mess. From small 
problems with the webpage to 
major changes of the robot’s 
task, the team learns to fine 
tune and carry on. 

Leading people 
Because this was his second 

year as chief engineer, Briefer 
knew going in that he wanted 
to delve deeper this year, 
which added another layer to 
the complexity of scheduling 
and building. He says while 
he learned a great deal about 
manufacturing and program-
ming, the biggest lesson was 
how to interact with people in a 
non-confrontational way. 

“To lead a team and get 
individuals to work together 
as a whole meant I had to learn 
to listen,” he said. Next fall, 
Briefer will head to Cal Poly to 
study mechanical engineering. 

Furin refers to Briefer as the 
quarterback of the team, but 
he is quick to underscore that 
all these kids will “go pro.” 
There are spots waiting for 
each and every one of them 
after graduation because of the 
many marketable skills they’ve 
learned, he says.

This growth is what makes 
Furin most proud. The progress 
over the last eight years has 
led to a stronger program and 
stronger dedication.

“I’m proud not only of the 
students but of the adult men-
tors. They keep coming back to 
give of themselves, long after 
their own kids have graduated. 
It means we’re making a differ-
ence,” said Furin. 

Anacortes Schools Founda-
tion’s STEM camp for middle 
school students (those going 
into sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades) will take place August 
7 to 11, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Campers choose their favorite 
workshops for both morning 
and afternoon. Half-day ses-
sions may also be available. 
Workshops include: Robotics, 
Art & Science, Astronomy, 
Recreation and Kitchen Sci-
ence.  Location is Anacortes 
Middle School. Price is $190/
camper. Scholarships avail-
able. For more information, 
contact stem@anacortess-
choolsfoundation.org.

Relay for Life 
Relay for Life of Anacortes 

will take place on Saturday, 
June 24 at 2 p.m. to Sunday, 
June 25 at noon on Rice Field 
at Seahawk Stadium. The 
relay will include music, 
games, skin cancer screen-
ing checks, a family friendly 
movie on Saturday night, and 
more. The powerful luminaria 
ceremony will take place at 10 
p.m. on Saturday. Volunteers 
are also needed. For more 
information, please contact 
Chris Zimmerman at 293-
1650, or visit www.relayfor-
life.org/anacortes.wa

2017 graduation 
“Our class is a unique 

mosaic. It makes me proud to 
think of the diversity and tal-
ent we have,” says Anacortes 
High School senior class 
president Claire Martin.

On June 21 at 7 p.m., about 
180 graduates will walk 
across the stage, not in the 
gymnasium as is the tradition, 
but on Rice Field. The Class 
of 2017 is the first class to 
graduate in the new Seahawk 
Stadium where 1,500 guests 
are expected to attend. An 
overflow area will be avail-
able in Brodniak.  

Thirteen valedictorians 
will be among those to speak 
at the ceremony, planned 
for months by principal Jon 
Ronngren, administrative 
assistant Monique Malamma 
and Athletic Director Erik 
Titus.

“This class has inspired me 
to always have a positive at-
titude; they truly have hearts 
of service,” said senior class 
adviser Amy Ubungen. 

On June 14 at 2 p.m., 15 
students will graduate from 
Cap Sante High School. The 
ceremony will be held at the 
educational service district 
building near the marina, 
where the view of Cap Sante 
is perfect. Graduates helped 
plan the ceremony down to 
the last detail. 

Post-graduation plans of 
Cap Sante graduates include 
attending Whatcom Commu-
nity College and Skagit Valley 
College, Central Washington 
University, fire technology 
training academy, hiking the 
2,181 mile Appalachian Trail 
and going to work for Boeing.

“We couldn’t be more 
proud of how hard these kids 
have worked and how much 
they’ve grown,” said Cap 
Sante teacher Kim Stamper.

IN BRIEF Real-life leadership: Becoming chief engineer

New high school site takes shape

AHS seniors Noah Hieb and Eliot Briefer helped lead the robotics team 
this year.  Hieb led a team to design and fabricate the modular intake 
unit of the robot. Briefer served as chief engineer, in charge of the robot 
design and build. ‘They both did amazing work,’ said adviser Joe Furin. 

Crews pour concrete at the AHS construction site using a boom with a 150-foot reach. Good weather and positive 
soil conditions have led to a successful beginning of the project. ‘We’re right on schedule,’ said project manager 
Marc Estvold. ‘It’s exciting to see it start to come together.’
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Janice Veal
What has been 
your favorite  
project?

My favorite 
projects reflect 
one of the most 

salient things about art 
in the schools: enriching 
curriculum with culture 
and history. I remember 
teaching northwest 
masks with plaster and 
papier mache.  Students 
were learning all about 
the specific tribal design 
elements, but until they 
created masks of their 
own, the textbook con-
tent wasn’t meaningful. 
Another of my favorites 
was the cave painting unit with middle schoolers. We lined the halls 
with actual cave paintings. Again, through art, their learning was 
brought to life.  In this digital age, it’s so important for kids to use the 
right-side of their brain, to develop a different hand-eye coordina-
tion.  And art gives students a voice. Georgia O’Keefe said it best: I 
found I could say things with color and shapes that I couldn’t say any 
other way – things I had no words for.

ARTISTS IN SCHOOLS
2016 - 2017

Ben Boatright
Candice Boatright

Margo Cunningham
Patty Detzer

Max Elam
Mary Feagin

Melissa Hawkins
Thaddeus Hink

Jane Hyde
Liz Lovelett

Carla Macdiarmid
Ryan McKinstry

Kyle Miller
Valerie Palmer
Joy Pesaturo
Sue Roberts

Michelle Romag
Suzanne Rothmeyer

Amy Rudge
Mike Stark
Janice Veal
Chris Wood 

Throughout the year, Anacortes students have 
put their creative talents to use, as they work with 
teachers to write poetry, paint, fire ceramics and 

capture images. Art inspires students. 
And in turn, their art inspires us.  

Joy Pesaturo
How have you 
seen students 
grow in art? 

It’s amazing to watch 
students just blos-
som. Art does that. 

It builds confidence 
and pride. The kids 
that feel the least 
artistic end up grow-
ing the most because 
they realize they can 
do art. One of my 
challenges this year 
has been to remind 
myself of their limita-
tions. Not all kinder-
garteners can cut. But 
over time, to see their 
skills increase, their 
determination deepen, is very rewarding. Art is so much more 
than painting; it improves motor skills, and it gives kids a much 
needed break from the academic rigor of their day. They are using 
all parts of their brain when they paint. They have to listen and 
follow multi-step directions. I’ve seen growth in all grade levels 
as far as their ability to stay focused, pay attention and become 
engaged learners. 

Aubrie Holmes, 
Island View sixth grade 
Watercolor birch trees 

There were specific parts to this as-
signment that I had to include: the 
sun casting shadows, the ground, 

the trees going off the edge of the paper. 
It was my first time with watercolor, and 
I used way too much water and it bled. 
So I got frustrated. But after I wiped the 
excess off, it ended up looking like the 
sun’s reflection which was pretty cool. I 
also used art salt on the sky to create a 
speckled/mottled look.

AHS art teacher Carl Dellutri describes the art project above: 

I happened to see an artist’s work that turned kindergarten drawings into more realistic 
renditions.  I thought it was a cool ideal. It was near Halloween so I asked Whitney kin-
dergarten teacher Kelsey Swapp if she would have her kids draw scary monsters. I did 

not provide any other guidelines. When I received her class set of drawings, I took one and 
created an example of what I wanted high school students to do. I photocopied the draw-
ings so they could trace the exact image onto the surface of their work. Then I passed them 
out to any advanced student that wanted one. I asked them to stick to the original drawing 
and colors as much as possible, but if there were parts that were confusing, they should 
think of creative solutions. They could work in whatever medium they felt most comfort-
able with. I had a few in charcoal and pastel (like this example), most in acrylic paint, and 
a couple in oil paint.  It was a very successful project, and I plan to do it again next year.  

Jennifer Branch,  
AMS eighth grade
Andy Warhol-style self-portrait

I’d never done art like this before and get-
ting the proportions was a challenge. In 
imitating Andy Warhol, we had to consid-

er whites and shades.  I made a grid, then 
translated each part and finally colored it 
with pastels. I love how the brightness of 
the colors turned out.

Oriyana Harper, AHS senior 
Acrylic rose

Last summer, I visited the art show during 
the Arts Festival and decided to create 
something I could sell. I’ve always loved 

roses, and acrylic was a natural choice for 
me. First I painted the background. After 
that, I never know what’s going to appear 
– it just comes as I paint. I love my use of 
color in this painting because it’s dramatic 
and simple at the same time.

Nicholas Maddox, AHS senior 
Glass bowl

My inspiration came from some new 
glazes that Ms. Reid had ordered. 
I chose a clear base then had to 

decide whether to add frit, little shards of 
different colored glass. I decided to keep 
it simple, and I’m very satisfied. I think it’s 
my best work: so clean and shiny, and the 
light going into it with the spirals was an 
added bonus.

ARTIST PROFILE

Original drawing by Whitney kindergarten student Brody Huffman. Enhanced drawing by AHS 
junior Saira Allan.
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Today M is for Mara
Yesterday M was for math, movies, and 
monstrous coughing.
M is not mean, but it’s meaningful,
You could bring M home. Your parents 
would say 
M is melodic and misunderstood.
At the zoo, M is the meercats and the 
movements of moms.
For poets, M is for meaning.
On Saturday, M is for meeting chances,

But today, M is for Mara.

M IS FOR MARA
Mara Wolfswinkel, 
Island View second grade 

TIME
Joy Opere, 

Fidalgo 
second grade

Time, oh time,
Always making me

go to bed,
Why don’t you go to bed

for a change, Time?
It might stop Time?

Get it, Time?

FLOWERS
Cassidy Pruitt, 
Mt. Erie 
third grade 

Flowers are 
sneaky,
Playing hide 
and seek 
with us,
Peeking up 
at you.

RHINOS
Jesus Ruiz, 

Fidalgo 
first grade

Strong horns,
Fighting 

elephants,
Protecting babies,

Grey skin,
Fast runners,

Rhinos.

This is no place 
For anyone
Who wants

Rocky canyons 
And scorching sand,

And everything
Hot

Hot 
 Hot.

This is for  
people that

Like only wet  
green forest

And bald eagles 

That call in  
the blue sky

And beautiful 
salmon that choose

the amazing  
Pacific Ocean.

It is for us.

RAIN
Reese 
Erickson, 
Mt. Erie 
first grade

Rain, rain, look 
around,
See the 
wetness falling down,
Looks so shiny,
Looks so smooth.

HORSES
Ashlyn 
Bankart, 
Fidalgo 
second 
grade

Horses,
I like them.
Ask me why.
Because they neigh so softly,
Because they gallop so fast,
Because their manes are so 
soft,
Because they are fun to ride,
Because they are pretty,
Because their hooves 
make a clip-clop
when they run.
Because, because, because...
That’s why I like horses.

MAYA BLUE
Jocelyn 
Hylton, 
Island View 
fifth grade

Is it a marker, 
scribbled
Across the 
page to create
Nature’s river, flowing
flowing,
flowing?

Might it be the jagged 
Feeling of knowing
You are not?

Or is it that fleece, wrapped
Around your heart, helping 
It to flourish and grow?

Could it be the smile of
A friend,
Coming back after a long 
Vacation?

Is it the soft glint 
Of a robin’s egg,
Wondering when to 
Hatch?

Is it relaxing, or is it
Maddening?

Might it be a sliver
Of seaglass, wishing
To be a part of our 
Worldly lives again?

Or is it a ripple, starting
The end of a twirling
World?

MY 
BIRTHDAY
Abby Green, 
Whitney 
kindergarten

Presents
Chocolate 
cake
Room full of laughter and 
smiles
Banners
White roses

PEACE
Henry 
Kostek, 
Fidalgo 
third grade

Peace is like a 
bird soaring 
freely,
Peace looks like a snowy 
mountain,
Peace feels like petting an 
animal, 
Peace sounds like children 
laughing,
Peace can be waves on a 
beach,
Peace is always tranquil.

THE 
INFINITE 
HIGHWAY
Wade Miller, 
AMS eighth 
grade

The road is 
long,
The sun blazes onto the 
asphalt,
Nothing but misery for all 
those who travel upon it
Metal carriages shed their 
steeds
And give way to modern 
cowboys upon steel horses,
Wheels speed across the 
highway like a hare runs across 
a field,
Becoming the only things alive 
save their masters mounted 
atop them,
It screams a warning to all 
those who dare defy its master,
The rubber is left burned into 
the pavement,
As the front wheel lifts off the 
road and towards the sky,
Longing to fly,
But, alas, the wheel cannot 
make for the stars and falls 
back down to Earth,
The road is its obsession once 
again,
And as the sun sets slowly 
beneath the horizon, the 
headlights flash on
And become a lonely star in 
the night
Becoming a shooting star in a 
sea night,
Forever riding on an infinite 
highway,
The road its only guide,
Into the night for whatever 
new adventure is waiting 
around the bend.

OZZIE 
SMITH
Jake Andrew,  
Mt. Erie 
fourth grade

Celebrates 
good plays 
with amazing 
backflips,
Sacrifices his body 
for hard hit line drives,
Performs his personal best 
every game,
Spreads swagger 
throughout the league,
Admires his shortstop position,
Hits sneaky homeruns 
when not expected,
Invents new moves 
on the ballfield every game,
Keeps his nickname – 
Wizard of Oz.

ODE TO  
AN APPLE
Max 
Harrison, 
Island View 
fourth grade

You’re a juicy 
grenade,
An explosion of flavor,
How do you compete 
with Hera’s holy apples?
Lounging in my fruit bowl,
Tomatoes cannot touch your 
fame.

PANTOUM 
FOR SELMA
James 
McClellan, 
Island View 
sixth grade

The stars are 
my witness,
Violations, discrimination,
Clubs rain down,
Tonight the stars’ eyes 
are clouded.

Violations, discrimination,
We had no guardian angel,
Tonight the stars’ eyes 
are clouded, 
Tonight the sky turned away.

We had no guardian angel,
Screams sliced through 
the night,
Tonight the sky turned away,
The path to freedom is a maze, 
and we found a dead end.

Screams sliced through 
the night,
We walked towards the 
forbidding blockade,
The path to freedom is a maze, 
and we found a dead end,
But the clouds above 
began to slide away.

We walked toward the 
forbidding blockade,
Faces in the window 
watch in shame,
But the clouds began to glide 
away and the stars’ eyes reopen,
The stars are my witness.

ANACORTES IS OURS
Owen Foley, Mt. Erie third grade
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The Confidence Pole 
By Rebecca Bateman, 
AHS senior

Intergalactic Ball
Gabby Erb, AHS sophomore

I lay with my 
fingernails 
digging into 
the dirt, 
Something 
to keep me 
grounded.
With an 
eddy of a 
sky like that, 
I fear motion 
sickness.

I hear the waves lap around me
But all in view are those dancing 
stars.
It is something so natural, so 
unchoreographed
I desire nothing more than to join
But feared what leaving would 
mean.
Hesitant of the unknown.
Inadvertently my fingers release 
their tight grasp,

Trading the soft earth for the mol-
ten beacons of aspirations,
Realizing that sometimes it takes 
more strength to let go than to 
hold on.

A Plant in the Sun
Layne Woodward, AHS junior

Though you are surrounded by 
others
Similar faces, similar bodies
Nearly identical on the surface.
Yours is different.
Your form is where my eyes will 
always go.
Your voice is what my ears will 
search for.

Though I don’t want them to.
I’m drawn to you.
You are the only face I see in a 
crowd.
As if you were a needle in a 
haystack
And I a mere magnet
Wishing you to be near me

Heights are exhilarating. 
The rush that comes from 
soaring high on swing-

sets and summiting mountains 
is unequaled. Heights never 
scared me – that is, until I faced 
the 40-foot, rickety wooden 
“Confidence Pole” at a Boy 
Scout camp last summer.

As I ascended the unsteady 
pole, I became increasingly 
frightened. The goal, I knew, 
was to stand on top and jump 
six feet out to a trapeze bar 
hanging from a wire. “Easy,” I 
first thought. But as I climbed, it 
seemed like the wind suddenly 
picked up, and the shaky pole 
swayed even more. Is the air 
really that much thinner 20 feet 
up? It surely felt like it. 

Finally, after what seemed like 
an eternity, I reached the last 
makeshift rung. I hadn’t a clue 
how I would stand. Instead, I 
simply planted my hands flat on 
the cracked wood and maneu-
vered my feet until I could squat 
on top. Now all I had to do was 

let go and stand. 
I was terrified. 
If I took my hands off, I’d 

certainly lose balance and fall 
to my ultimate doom. I stead-
ied my breathing and trusted 
myself. A good minute passed 
before I took the weight off 
my hands and lifted them off 
the pole. I couldn’t believe it. I 
stood!

Unfortunately, I hardly had 
time to celebrate before I real-
ized that the hard part was still 
ahead. Was that trapeze bar 
really six feet away? No, it was 
definitely twelve. Was it even 
worth it to try? I would never 
reach it. 

As I contemplated my 
predicament, I realized there 
was only one thing I could 
do: jump. “So,” I considered, 
“maybe I can.” The instructor 
told me only minutes before 
she had done it, so why couldn’t 
I? Maybe the bar really was six 
feet out. Now it didn’t look hard 
at all. All I had to do was jump 
and reach my arms out.

Bolstered by this newfound 
confidence, I mustered all my 
courage and decided to go 

for it. My belay team counted 
backwards from five. I took a 
deep breath, squatted down, 
and when they reached one, I 
shot up and my feet left their 
place. Unencumbered by the 
restraints of the wobbly pole, I 
was free. I reached my arms out 
as far as I could, ready to catch 

the bar. I gave one last stretch, 
and … missed. 

Completely. 
I was nowhere near catch-

ing that bar. I failed. And now I 
had to be lowered down to the 
ground to face that failure.

When I got down and looked 
back up at the still-wavering 

pole and trapeze bar, I made a 
decision. I hadn’t reached the 
ultimate goal of grabbing hold 
of the bar, I knew that. I hadn’t 
accomplished what I’d wanted, 
but I could either brand the 
whole experience a failure, or I 
could look a little deeper than 
that. 

No, I hadn’t been able to reach 
the bar, but I had jumped, I had 
stood at the top, I had climbed 
all the way up, and I had 
amassed the courage to do it in 
the first place. These little things 
were each a success in my book. 

Looking back, this experience 
taught me an important lesson. 
I realize now that I can either 
look at my projects, work, and 
experiences and label them as 
failures or successes. Or I can 
look a little deeper and notice 
that along with every failure, 
there is also success, no matter 
how small. 

I don’t have to be discouraged 
by the fact that I didn’t reach 
the trapeze bar, I can be mo-
tivated by the fact that I tried. 
And next time I get up on the 
“Confidence Pole,” I can reach 
my goal.

Green
Jade Carter, 
AHS sophomore
My name is Jade
My green is quiet
My green is for the woods and 
the birds and the smell of forest 
underneath my feet
My green is for poets and sing-
ers and lonely days by the sea
It’s for the mirror on my wall tell-
ing me who I want to be
For my mom’s sweaters and my 
dad’s smartwood shirt,
My green is for mountains and 
rivers rushing in the snowmelt,
For cottonwood buds and the 
longing for wild

My green is wild
My green is wild like riptides 

swirling in the stars and the 
silent explosions of suns light 
years away
My green is like skinny dipping 
in the moonlight
My green is fierce like the 
fiddle-head ferns pushing their 

PT
Julia Soes, AHS senior 

No matter what you’d wear
The cold found a way in

That high overcast 
to match the sharp gravel
A voice on the scaffolding

“Jules can you help me with this?”
God I hated fishing boats

But I’d climb up there
Above the false sea

The slow smell of the papermill
Nauseating

A fight breaks out between 
the drunk gulls

And reminds me
And the boat

That somewhere there is the ocean

Unlike the needle,
You can resist my pull.
Sadly, my love, I cannot resist yours.

Looking at you
Feels desperate.
Desperate to be closer
Desperate just to hear you laugh 
one more time.
To see you smile,
To feel your touch,
(However innocent  
that touch may be).
Desperate to be near you
To simply soak up your radiance
Like a hungry, insignificant plant
Straining to find more sun.

I can feel my desperation
Clawing up from my heart
Into my throat.
Trying to get out through my 
mouth
Trying to be heard
So that maybe
Just maybe
You might understand.

The Longest Time Out 
Aiden Varsi, AHS senior

Pressing my forehead against the 
unfriendly wall, it pressed back
Counting the years as if they mat-
tered to me
The wall, a disgusting beige
The inside of my eyes,  
a psychedelic fantasy

I can still hear their arguments
Each insult ripping through flesh 
like a poison blade
The only cure, forever locked in a 
dungeon far away
Time’s up.

Young Nights
Nathan Johnson,  
AHS sophomore
Winds swirl and stars sparkle.
Old man walking and tired night,
Young city on old land.
The sharp breaks the soft,
But the soft keeps on flowing.

A relaxed moon on a calm night.
Men and women still awake,
While restless teens sneak out,
Waiting for the tiredness of the 
day to hit them,
While restless teens sneak out,
Into a young night.

Morality
Ruby Lindsay, AHS senior

Morality
Subsides in the minds of those 
who fear
Was created when scythes 
slashed wheat
Is cared for by faith
And caressed by dread
It feeds on anxiety
Toying with past present and 
future
Balancing the white of every-
thing and blackness of nothing
Fighting everyone
Defending all
Morality will die with you

way up from under the mulch 
striving for the warmth of the sun
My green is for the wallflow-
ers and the stories that no one 
stops long enough to listen to
My green 
Listens.
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Andrew Aggergaard, AHS junior 
This photo is one of my favorites. I took it at Vance Creek in Shelton. We hiked a mile in the woods to get there. The bridge is 
348-feet tall and was built in 1929 by the Simpson Logging Company. It was a highly used railway trestle during the time, then 
abandoned in the 1950s. This high-dynamic-range (HDR) photo is a composite using three different photos, one exposed for the 
background, foreground and mid ground then combined in Photoshop. As far as technique goes, the photo is a great example 
of leading lines. I also like how the photo combined old architecture surrounded by nature. 

Josh Johnson, AHS junior
This photograph was not posed. 

I was on my way to do a photo 
shoot with my friend Ros Cohen 

when her cat appeared. I have 
been studying photography for 

a year now. In this photo, I was 
trying to show the natural love 

and happiness the girl has for 
her cat. Many people have an 

animal that counts as one of their 
best friends. I wanted to show 

this connection – the bond, the 
goofiness of their relationship. 
I felt really good with the final 

product because I achieved my 
goal of what I wanted to show in 

the photo.

Larkin Salzer, 
Fidalgo second grade 
Ceramic pencil holder
We started with a flat piece of clay. Then 
I chose a pattern, the one I thought was 
the coolest, and I pressed it into the clay. 
Then we shaped it around cardboard. I 
picked blue because it’s my favorite 
color. I didn’t put a lid on it because I 
wanted to give it to me mom as a pencil 
holder. I was relieved when I saw how it 
turned out after it was glazed.

Jake Romag, AHS ninth grade
Starry night
This piece took a very long time. Because I was using acrylic with a gel to 
create more of a three-dimensional texture, I had to use thick brush strokes. 
I sketched out the basic outlines first but had to keep adjusting the scale 
because my proportions were off. I was really surprised and pleased with 
how it came out –it’s my first painting with acrylic.AHS junior Giulia Wood Fidalgo kindergartner Noah Shafer

Mt. Erie first grader Sam Comstock
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Achievement Award
For the fourth year in a 

row, Island View Elementary 
has received an Academic 
Achievement Award from the 
Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (OSPI).

This year’s award is specifi-
cally for the school’s success 
in closing the achievement 
gap for students who receive 
special education services. 

To qualify for this recogni-
tion, a school must close the 
achievement gap by at least 10 
points, based on three years’ 
worth of data.

“This is a direct reflection of 
the hard work of our students, 
the dedication of our entire 
staff, and the support and 
guidance of our parents,” said 
principal Brian Hanrahan. 

AMS students reach out
The Anacortes Middle 

School Associated Student 
Body (ASB) hosts the 4th an-
nual “Hawk-A-Thon” fund-
raiser from May 26 to June 3. 
The student leadership group 
is raising money for Seattle 
Children’s Hospital whose 
mission is “to provide hope, 
care and cures to help every 
child live the healthiest and 
most fulfilling life possible.” 

The activity this year is a 
run/walk around campus. 
Students collect pledges on a 
per-lap or lump-sum basis. For 
one hour, students will run/
walk around our campus at-
tempting to complete as many 
laps as they can. Last year, stu-
dents raised more than $4,000 
through this charitable effort. 
Their goal this year is to top 
that, said student leaders.

 
2017 Ready to Learn Fair 

Students and families in 
need are invited to the 2017 
Ready to Learn Fair on Sat-
urday, July 29, from 9 am to 
noon at the AMS Commons. 
The fair provides free school 
supplies, backpacks, books, 
shoe vouchers, gently loved 
clothes and more. Kiwanis 
Sunrisers provides including 
a free lunch. Volunteers are 
needed to help with fair setup.  
For more information, please 
contact Keiko McCracken at 
kmccracken@asd103.org.

Technology 
improvements 

The district will deploy 
more than 1,200 devices to the 
middle and high school for the 
2017-2018 school year, as stu-
dents at each school receive a 
laptop to enhance their learn-
ing. The devices will be issued 
to students in grades 7 to 12 to 
use both inside and outside of 
school to allow them to access 
learning throughout the day.  

Teachers have participated 
in professional development 
related to the technology 
initiative and will continue 
with three days of training this 
summer. 

The administrative team 
received a grant to travel to 
North Carolina this summer to 
visit a district that has earned 
accolades for its effective use 
of technology, said superinten-
dent Mark Wenzel.  

“We’re committed to having 
this investment really pay off 
for our students,” said Wenzel. 
”It has the potential to truly 
transform learning.”  

Sienna Wilken
Fidalgo second grade 

Any time we did art was a 
highlight because you can 

be creative and put your own 
self into it. Glazing pots with 
Mrs. Veal: We painted butterflies 
on them and learned that mon-
archs migrate to Mexico every 
winter. They just do. I think this 
was a sneak peek to our next 
writing unit. Another highlight 
was private reading. That’s 
when you read in your head. 
We get to sit anywhere we want, 
unless our name is on the board, 
maybe for being a petunia. You 
know, when you just stare at 
your book but you’re not really 
reading. One important thing 
I learned this year was vertical 
form. At first, it was frustrating, 
but I kept trying, and now it’s 
my favorite math strategy.

Jameson Ebersole
Cap Sante senior

Without a doubt, the best 
part of Cap Sante is the 

teachers. They are so accepting 
of every individual’s story. They 
know us and understand us 
more than most teachers because 
we’ve formed relationships. This 
helps with our learning. If we 
need help, we know we can go 
to them and they will be there 
for us. We can trust them. And 
they’re so motivating. They just 
will not let us quit.  I have been 
here for almost all four years of 
high school, and I’ve worked 
harder this year than ever before. 
I have a job, so I’m getting used 
to the stress and responsibili-
ties of real life. It’s hard, but it’s 
preparing me for life after high 
school. That’s a true highlight. I 
will graduate with experiences 
and learning that will help me 
next year, and after that.

Mason Bonafede
Whitney kindergarten

Math is going double 
thumbs up this year 

because I’ve done all my math 
every day, even today. And 
I met three of my goals, so I 
got rewards. You have to be 
good in class, and I was. I met 
1. Voices off  2. Calm body and 
3. Being set. It sounds easy, 
but it’s not. One of my favorite 
things in kindergarten is read-
ing. I like reading in my head, 

Mt. Erie sixth grader Dashaun Hodges says serving as a playground assistant at school has been one of the 
highlights of his year. The school has created a number of leadership roles this year. Students must go through 
an application process to be selected. ‘Our leadership program has really strengthened student voice,’ said 
principal Peter Donaldson. ‘It engages students in powerful ways.’

?WHAT is the
HIGHLIGHT
of your YEAR

IN BRIEF

I have had a great year, really, 
but second semester especially 

because I’m a junior coach. First 
I had to fill out an application, 
then I had to be interviewed. I 
got the job. Now on Fridays, I 
put my junior coach shirt on and 

go out to the playground. I help 
the little kids to not run in the 
bark area, or I help them when 
they’re on the buddy bench. It’s 
been fun. My favorite overall 
thing this year has been playing 
with friends and learning some-

thing new with other people. 
It’s always better to learn with 
others, so you’re not alone. I’m 
also very excited about Camp 
Orkila. I just know it’s going to 
be one of the biggest highlights 
of the year.

Dashaun Hodges Mt. Erie sixth grade

and I love diamond books, or 
any books about jewels. Some 
of my books are about rubies 
and emeralds, and I even have 
a collection of jewels. My mom 
and I go deep into the world to 
find jewels with our pick axes. 
My other favorite part is writ-
ing centers because we get to 
color Go Noodle with markers.

Christina 
Markovich
Island View fourth grade

I have learned a lot this year 
with the help of my teachers. 

Even though I struggled, they 
helped me understand more. 
I think one of the best things 
about the year has been choir. 
I love to sing, so when it’s time 
for my class to go to music, 
I get very excited. I sing at 
home, too and even write my 
own lyrics. Writing for me is 
enjoyable because I like putting 
down what’s inside my head. 
I used to get nervous before 
performing, but after singing at 

the Tree Lighting Festival, it’s 
gotten easier. Another high-
light was the trip to Olympia. 
It was a long ride, but when 
I walked in and saw all the 
marble and granite, I was im-
pressed by how fancy it was. 

Alizee Hargrove
AMS eighth grade 

Eighth grade has been so 
much better than last year. 

I am more motivated so my 
grades have improved. In 
AVID, we made a four-year 
plan, which helped me prepare 
for high school and really think 
about what I want to do. I 
plan on going to Running Start 
and am very excited to take 
AP Human Geography. I love 
history and learning about the 
past. This year has also been 
fun socially. I love the dances 
and assemblies, where you get 
recognized for the clubs and 
sports you do. I played bas-
ketball and had a great season. 
But the best part about this 
year is just the atmosphere of 

the school. You can be yourself 
and no one will judge you.

Megan Campbell
AHS junior

Honestly, I’ve had many 
highlights this year. Eng-

lish with Mrs. Feist has been 
phenomenal. She’s my favorite 
teacher so far because she helps 
me understand how to write in 
an encouraging, inspiring way, 
without putting me down. Span-
ish is another one. I’ve learned 
so much, and the trip to Spain 
opened my eyes immensely. 
Visiting the Alhambra, taking in 
the architecture, and seeing the 
connection between the culture 
and what we’ve been learning 
in our textbook was powerful. 
I’ve also had a low this year that 
has taught me to persevere. Mr. 
Simensen’s absence has been ex-
tremely hard because he’s been 
such an important influence 
on my learning. But with the 
help of Ms. Vanzanten, we have 
been able to carry on and push 
through to honor him.
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Anacortes High School teacher 
Kyle Wendling and his high 
school life skills class were 

watching CNN Student News as they 
do every week, eager to vote for one 
of the nominated CNN heroes, when 
Wendling saw what he knew could 
be a life-changer for many students.

It’s called Grahamtastic Connec-
tion, and it works like this: a teacher 
applies to borrow a VGo robot for 
a student who, for serious medical 
reasons, cannot attend school. This 
free robot is then lent to the classroom 
along with a laptop for the student to 
use at home. Like a library system, 
the robot is returned once the student 
is able to physically go back to the 
classroom. 

Wendling was inspired to contact 
the Maine-based Grahamtastic be-
cause one of his students, Ginger 

Herron, is unable to attend school 
regularly due to a seizure disorder. 
Anacortes is the first recipient to use 
the robot-borrowing system outside 
of the New England area.

By late March, Wendling had re-
ceived the robot, and Ginger was set 
up with laptop at home allowing her 
to call in and participate in class.

“It’s like Skype only with a robot. 
The VGo has wheels and a camera and 
is controlled remotely from the laptop. 
Ginger can see and hear us, and we 
can see and hear her,” said Wendling.

The first time Ginger called in, 
Wendling was teaching a math word 
problem. She was able to complete it, 
flash a light atop the robot to alert him 
that she was “raising her hand,” and 
show him her answer. 

The next lesson, a science compost-
ing discussion, proved just as success-

ful. Ginger participated more than she 
has in a long time, said Wendling. And 
her classmates eagerly welcomed her 
“presence” in the room.

“It’s empowering to be able to teach 
someone who can’t be here, to help 
her receive an education and not fall 
behind,” said Wendling.

Whether a student is receiving che-
mo treatments, has a broken back, or 
suffers from a disorder that prevents 
physical attendance, the robot is avail-
able for any length of time deemed 
necessary. And it’s free. 

Ginger’s robot will be returned at 
the end of the school year, but could 
be renewed again next fall if needed. 
Funding for the VGo robots comes 
from corporate sponsorship, dona-
tions and fundraising. 

For more information on the lend-
ing program, visit Grahamtastic.org.

Special robot allows student to participate in class
AHS life 
skills teach-
er Kyle 
Wendling 
received 
the VGo 
robot from 
Grahamtas-
tic to allow 
student 
Ginger 
Herron to 
stay con-
nected to 
classroom 
learning 
while at 
home.

Thirteen seniors completed high school with a perfect 4.0 GPA to earn valedictorian honors. They are: (back row l to r) Whitney 
Hogge (Brigham Young University), Heather Rolph (Colorado College), Rebecca Bateman (University of Utah), Andrea Spurling 
(Oregon State University) Lydia Weddle (Washington State University), Caitlin Ware (University of Portland), Danielle Olson (Boston 
University), Derek Vance (UCLA); (front row l to r) Sierra Scamfer (University of Utah), Nicole McInerney (Santa Clara University), 
Sally Vaux (UC Berkeley), Taleah Phillips (Pepperdine University), (not pictured) Maetja Verbarendse (Cal Poly).

Island View fourth graders Cole 
Brunson, Steve Goodwin and 
Beckett Webb (not pictured) 
recently assisted life skills stu-
dents in an autism movement 
class taught by Fidalgo Dance-
Works instructors. The boys 
learned that all students face 
different challenges that can 
be overcome with the right 
support, said principal Brian 
Hanrahan. 

Anacortes Schools Foundation scholarship chair Maggie Thompson says 
the committee was inspired by Michael Aydellote’s story in their deci-
sion to grant him an award. Michael was born in Ghana, and had no 
formal education until moving to Anacortes at age 12. ‘He has shown 
tremendous determination and a love of learning,’ said Thompson. 
Aydellote will attend Central Washington University.  

AHS senior Clare 
Martin earned 
recognition as 

the district’s 
2017 Student 

Volunteer of the 
Year. Martin is a 
varsity athlete, 

senior class 
president, men-

tor and coach 
to younger stu-

dents, volunteer 
with the Key 
Club and the 

Anacortes Arts 
Festival, and the 
Anacortes Easter 
Bunny. She plans 

to attend Gon-
zaga University 

in the fall.

Fidalgo fifth graders Carolyn Chambers, Olivia Tur-
nage, Sienna Paggao and Mila Ahsaei recently won a 
nationwide NASA competition where they presented 
an idea to create a household hydroelectric turbine 
that runs on wastewater. The students will travel to 
Washington, D.C. in June for workshops, tours and a 
recognition ceremony at NASA. 

Fifth graders in Island View teacher Didi Funk’s classroom recently made quilt blocks during a field trip to the Pacific 
Northwest Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum, funded by a grant from the Anacortes Arts Festival. The quilt blocks were 
assembled by Fidalgo Island quilters Evelyn Greenlee and Peggy Wilbur, using a Japanese aesthetic.

Anacortes Middle School eighth graders Allison Morr, Chloe Ericksen, 
Olivia Vazquez, Delphina Shumway and Abby Schnabel (not pictured) 
served as mentors this year with peers in the life skills program. The stu-
dents helped with academic subjects and supported other projects such as 
student bulletin boards and cooking. ‘They provide a source of encour-
agement by going for walks, being friendly and giving positive reinforce-
ment when challenges arise,’ said principal Patrick Harrington. 

In the 
spotlight
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STATE BOUND

Emma Riedel, senior
Tennis
Years playing: 4
Career highlights: 
Making it to districts 
two years in a row
Lessons learned: 
How to be a team 
player with so many 

individuals and how to be a leader, 
to step up and really encourage 
and support the underclassmen.
Favorite class: AP environmental 
science
Advice to freshmen: Don’t take 
anything too seriously. Be active. 
Put yourself out there.
Favorite band: Post Malone
Post graduation plans: University 
of Portland to study environmental 
ethics and policy
Andrew Hayes, senior 

Track and field
Number of years: 6
Events and per-
sonal records: long 
jump-18’10 ½”; 
triple jump-39’ 7 
½”; discus-142’11”: 
shotput-42’10 ¼”

When I’m not at track practice you 
can find me: Relaxing at home, 
hanging with friends.
What I’ll miss most about high 
school: Athletics and the combina-
tion of competitiveness with fun
Favorite food: sushi
Teacher I most admire: Mr. Ander-
son and Mr. Pringle because they’re 
both goofy and easily relatable.
Post graduation plans: WSU to 
study civil engineering or sports 
medicine.
Garrett Smith, senior

Soccer
Years playing: 2
Position: defense
Lesson learned: Be 
responsible for the 
sake of the team
Dream travel desti-
nation: China

Advice to freshmen: Get involved. 
Try a lot of clubs
Top of Mt. Erie or Washington 
Park: Mt. Erie
Post graduation plans: Worcester 
Polytechnical Institute in Massa-
chusetts to study robotics, engi-
neering and computer science

I literally would not be here 
if it weren’t for Cap Sante 
HS and the amazing sup-

port of the teachers and from 
counselor Marci Fankhauser. 
When I attended AHS, I really 
wanted to drop out. I was 
having trouble academically 
and had poor attendance. But 
my counselor wouldn’t let 
me. I have learned that I work 
best at my own pace. One of 
my best memories is ringing 
the bell after I earned my first 
credit. I learned four impor-
tant things that have helped 
me succeed: communication, 
respect, honesty and integrity. 
These have helped me in every 
aspect of my schooling. My 
senior presentation reflected 
my work with the NW Tech 
Academy fire and EMS train-
ing. I clocked 1,080 hours and 
realized how satisfying it is to 
have hard work pay off. Next 
year, I’ll be studying fire pro-
tection technology at Skagit. If 
I could give advice to younger 
students it would be to stay 

curious and never be afraid to 
ask for help.

Editor’s note: Skagit Valley Col-
lege recently awarded Dodd the Fire 
Protection Technology Scholarship 
in excess of $15,000.

Sierra Scamfer  
track and cross country

Looking back, I realize just how much 
track and cross country have helped 
me with leadership skills. Being part 

of the girls team has been incredible. There 
are many highlights that I will remember: 
winning county this spring, going to state 
for cross country my junior year, the road 
trips to Boise. We bonded as a team, and 
now I have this tight group of friends. Rac-

ing has taught me a lot about determination. I never realized 
just how self-motivated I was. But I was also this shy girl as a 
freshman. Link Crew and drama also helped me come out of 
my shell. My plans for next year include a full tuition schol-
arship to the University of Utah where I’ll study biomedical 
engineering or biology with an emphasis in biochemistry. 

Senior reflections

Lydia Weddle
choir and cheer

I’ve learned so much through these 
years. Choir was really an extension 
of my experience with dance. There, 

I’ve had this core group of good friends 
which grew when I joined cheer, and now 
I have this great network of support. That 
support system was led by Ms. Leander, 
who has been there for me during the most 
challenging times. We’ve had a lot of loss 
lately, and being a part of choir helped get 

me through. Losing Siri, then Noah, and so many more, has 
taken its toll, but Ms. Leander wasn’t afraid to let us talk about 
it, which was exactly what we needed. I’ve also learned a lot 
about humanity. I think one of the most memorable moments 
in high school was cheering at senior night for football. We 
worked so hard and had so much fun dancing. Next fall, I’ll 
enter the Honors College at Washington State University as a 
distinguished regents scholar. My goal is to study mechanical 
engineering and physics.

Derek Norton
swimming, soccer, tennis

I was always a soccer player growing up. The only reason I joined 
the swim team was to keep in shape for soccer. But once I started 
swimming, I realized how fun it was. It wasn’t easy. And I wasn’t 

good at it at first. But I stayed because there was this strong cama-
raderie. It’s a great group of people, and our coach Leslie Mix is 
outstanding. One of my fondest memories is going to state for swim, 
just soaking up the whole experience. After my sophomore year, I 
began Running Start, and so I leaned heavily on athletics to keep me 
in touch with my friends at the high school. I’d say between sopho-
more and junior years, I matured the most. I learned how to plan my 
own schedule and take responsibility. But I also grew more outgo-
ing because I had to reach out to stay in touch with friends. That 
was one of my challenges in high school. Just staying true to myself 
while friends sometimes branched off in other directions. Because 
I’m graduating with an AA, I will enter Western Washington Univer-
sity in the operations and supply chain management program in the 
business and economics school in the fall.

A.J. Molitor
band

One of my fondest memories of high school was the fresh-
men band trip. We woke up to discover that Mr. Simensen 
had been at the hospital for tonsillitis the previous night. 

He was so groggy, it was hysterical. He’s really been the biggest 
influence of my school career. A 
second father, honestly. He’s ter-
ribly goofy, which is wonderful, 
but he’s also loving and caring 
and puts personal trust in each 
of us. That faith made me rise to 
the occasion of being responsible 
to him and the rest of the band. 
Obviously I’ve matured over the 
four years here, but the lessons 
I’ve learned about personal ac-
countability came from band and 
Boy Scouts. They’ve taught me 
to tackle things head on and not 
procrastinate as well. And I’m 
mostly applying that now. My 
plan is to attend Skagit Valley 
College next year, then transfer to 
Central Washington University to 
earn my paramedicine degree.

Jonathan Pringle
drama

I was always a really shy kid, and I first 
got involved with drama because my 
sister talked me into taking it. I managed 

to survive, but it was hard. I was always 
nervous and had stage fright. Obviously 
there was some fun involved because I 
went back for more, and with each succes-
sive class, I became more comfortable and 
more outgoing. Now, not only do I act in 

plays, but I’m writing them. Next year, I will attend Skagit Valley 
College and study theatre. Drama has given me a confidence I 
never had. I didn’t always try new things, but now I’m willing to 
take risks. One of the best moments of high school was during a 
pick-up rehearsal of our play Wonder of the World. Mason Dellutri 
and I basically mirrored each other through the entire rehearsal. 
It caught on, and now it’s a tradition at some point in every play. 

Cap Sante reflections

• AHS baseball team takes an 
18-7 record and two wins over Fife 
and Liberty at state regionals in 
Bellingham to advance to the final 
four in Yakima on May 26. It is the 
fourth time since 1978 for the team 
to advance. “This team is the closest 
group I’ve ever coached,” said head 
coach Pat Swapp. “They’re tal-
ented, but what has made this year 
special is how together they are.”

• AHS senior Nicole McInerney 
heads to the state tennis tourna-
ment in Seattle by clinching third 
place in singles at the district tour-
nament with a straight-set victory 
over a player from Liberty High 
School. 

• AHS girls 800-meter relay 
team (Zoe Yanega, Taleah Phillips, 
Halley Geist and Skye Hopper) 
and 1600-meter relay team (Phil-
lips, Geist, Hopper and Heather 
Hanson) relay teams set school 
records in qualifying for state track 
and field. The times were 1:45 and 
3:59, respectively. “The girls work 
extremely hard,” said coach Brad 
Templeton. “It’s been a two-year 
process, and they have really gelled 
together as a team.” Also qualify-
ing are Heather Hanson, first place 
in 800 meters (2:16), Saville Feist, 
fifth place in 3,200 meters (11:18) 
and James Parker, first place in 800 
meters (1:56).

Halley Geist also qualified in the 
long jump (5-0), while Skye Hopper 
punched her state ticket in the triple 
jump (35-4).  

SPOTLIGHT

Cap Sante was a great 
fit for me because it 
offered a small learning 

environment where I could 
work at my own pace. Music 
is at the core of my being. I 
stayed active in concert choir 
and jazz choir at AHS during 
high school. It was a big part 
of my high school life, and our 
spring trip to Banff was amaz-
ing. The best part was receiv-
ing the critical feedback on our 
performances from clinicians. 
It was also really incredible 
to see the professional groups 
perform, as it gave us some-
thing to aspire to as a choir. 
For my senior project, I wrote 
and recorded an album. It 
took a lot of time and effort, 
and I’m really proud of how 
it turned out. My dad is my 
musical inspiration. He played 
guitar on my album. For my 
job shadow, I worked with 
teacher Tina Martin at Fidalgo 
Elementary. She’s so talented 
at organizing the learning and 
helping her students develop 

an appreciation for music. 
The experience inspired me, 
and I plan to attend Central 
Washington University this fall 
to pursue music education. I 
want to become an elementary 
music teacher.

‘They didn’t give up on me’ 
ethan dodd

Pursuing a career in music education
pearl tottenham
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Some of my fondest child-
hood memories include 
special moments with my 

Auntie Pammi. Fourth of July 
celebrations in my backyard, 
our Halloween theme costumes 
we created together every year, 
trips to San Francisco and mak-
ing our way down to Pier 39 on 
those magical red street cars. 
And of course that enchanted 
Christmas morning when I 
awoke to an ATV with a big red 
bow wrapped around it. 

She is my favorite auntie, and 
I am her favorite nephew.

It was just after my seventh 
birthday, my auntie and I were 
splashing and running through 
the sprinkler when she in-
formed me that she was going 
to Russia to pick up a little boy 
named Noah, and that he was 
going to be her son. I don’t 
recall how I felt at that time, 
but I am quite certain I didn’t 
understand how the invasion of 
this new little boy was going to 
impact me. When she returned 
three months later with this 
skinny, crying baby boy cling-
ing to her neck, I remember 
thinking she needed to take him 
back. 

He had several bruises on his 
face, and he didn’t look very 
excited about being in America. 
Later that night, I watched as 
my mom and auntie struggled 
to feed him. He was terribly 
skinny, and I didn’t under-
stand why he wouldn’t eat. I 
overheard my auntie telling 
my mom that she believed the 
bruises on his face came from 
other children in the orphanage, 
and how he was only fed one 
bowl of hot cereal a day. 

As I looked at him in that 
high chair with tears in his 
eyes, my jealousy was replaced 
with an overwhelming desire to 
protect this little boy from ever 
being picked on again.

At 10 years old, Noah is a 
brilliant and gifted kid and he 
will one day be a very successful 
adult. He loves music, and he 
enjoys sports, but he isn’t very 

athletically inclined. The end of 
his third-grade year is when the 
bullying at school started. He 
didn’t tell anybody in the begin-
ning, but it was evident that he 
was struggling with something 
that was causing some pretty 
serious depression. 

Summer rolled around, and 
he brightened up. But the mel-
ancholy returned when it was 
time to go back to school. When 

a group of boys in his class 
were caught picking on him, 
my auntie was called into the 
school because Noah had been 
kicked in the stomach. He told 
my auntie that night that he 
wished he could go to sleep and 
never wake up. He was only 
nine years old. When she shared 
that with me, it not only scared 
me, but it made me mad.

At 17 years old, there wasn’t 

IN BRIEF
Free summer high 
school classes

Summer session at 
the Northwest Career & 
Technical Academy is an 
excellent way to explore 
exciting career fields and 
educational opportunities 
while still in high school.  
NCTA is an extension of 
our local high schools 
throughout Skagit and 
Whatcom counties. Sum-
mer offers a variety of 
courses to choose from in 
four locations.

Programs offered 
at the Mount Vernon 
campus include Culinary 
Arts, Applied Medical 
Science (Pre-Nursing), 
Criminal Justice, Dental 
Careers, Intro to Fire 
Science, High School 
Health, Intro to Veterinary 
Assisting and Video Game 
Development.  

In Anacortes, students 
can enroll in Aerospace 
Manufacturing or the 
newly revitalized Marine 
Services program. Auto-
motive Services and Con-
struction will take place at 
the Sedro-Woolley High 
School site.  If students 
are interested in Welding 
and Metals, a program 
will be running at the 
Meridian High School site 
in Bellingham.

Summer session is 
free. The session will 
run from June 23 to July 
14 (with the exception of 
welding which will take 
place June 26 to July 16). 
Students will earn a 0.5 
(semester credit) on their 
high school transcript.  
Students entering high 
school as the Class of 2021 
through non-graduated 
seniors are eligible to 
attend. For more informa-
tion, see the NCTA website 
at nwtech.k12.wa.us or call 
360-848-0706. 
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My little cousin from Russia
By AHS Senior Zerick SHoreS

Didi Funk, Island View teacher
Years in ASD: 30
Total years teaching: 36

I had this one student, 
he struggled on every 
level – academically, 

socially, emotionally – and 
we had some tough times. 
I later learned that he 
was struggling at home 
as well. Years later, I got a 
phone call, at home, from 
this young man telling 
me that he was okay, and 

that he wanted me to know he was grateful. 
Wow. That’s why I teach. My greatest joy is 
empowering students. 

I love when there’s a genuinely difficult 
problem. At first, they moan. But when they 
figure it out, their pride is tangible. And 
then they’re not afraid to learn or try new 
challenges.

But after 30 years, it’s time. I’m going to 
miss learning with my students. They teach 
me every day.  And I hope they remember 
me as having high expectations and as fair, 
with a good laugh now and them. What’s 
going to be the most difficult is missing my 
colleagues; they are tremendous. The sup-
port in this district is the best thing about 
working here. From colleagues and classi-
fied staff to administrators to our amazing 
community, we are supported on every 
level. 

Linda Ricksen, Mt. Erie teacher
Years in ASD: 23
Total years teaching: 33

I have loved the ability 
to be creative, to be a 
constant learner. This 

job has allowed my logical 
side to thrive along with 
my creative side. Each 
year, I get to learn some-
thing new through a sum-
mer institute or a Gates 
grant –whether it’s art or 
technology – and I bring 

those things back into the classroom. Then I 
get to see the students just blossom. 

I would like to be seen as someone who 
loved coming here every day and someone 
who loved children. Because I do. That’s 
what I’ll miss most. The evolving relation-
ships that grow from September to June and 
beyond. I still love my job, but I want to do 
things that I don’t have time for when I’m 
teaching full-time, like taking advantage of 
my Seattle theatre season tickets and visit-
ing my nieces and nephews in California. 

I will still be involved here. I’d love to 
volunteer in the mornings and with the 
school garden. We’re so blessed here to have 
a community that really raises our kids from 
the beginning of their education to the end. 
The support is unlike any I’ve seen in any 
district: the arts, STEM, the bond and levies. 
That’s what makes teaching here so special.

Mellie Kennedy, AMS registrar
Total years in ASD: 23

My career started 
when I volun-
teered in my son’s 

kindergarten class. And I 
never really left. I was a 
para-ed before I moved 
to full time registrar, and 
I have enjoyed every mo-
ment ... with the exception 
of the monthly enrollment 
reports.

I especially love seeing how the students 
grow from the beginning of seventh grade 
to the end of eighth grade. Each day here is 
different. You never know what will hap-
pen. 

The registrar is a secretary, a registrar, a 
voice and face of the middle school. I help 
apprehensive parents. I listen. I learned long 
ago that a personal touch goes a long way to 
make people feel at ease. 

I hope people feel that I’ve helped them 
and that I always had a smile. I did cry one 
time on the job. My computer crashed, and 
I melted. I walked into Mr. Lynch’s (princi-
pal) office and told him I was going home 
until my computer was fixed. That was the 
only time I wasn’t smiling.  

I have a bucket list. I want to go to Eng-
land and Scotland, and Nome, Alaska. This 
place has been home for so many years. 
Now I’m ready to travel.

a lot I could do about the bullies 
that were picking on him, but 
there was something I could do 
to help my cousin feel better 
about himself and how to be 
confident enough to stand up 
to bullies. Being homeschooled 
allowed me extra time to spend 
with him. In the beginning, I 
didn’t mention anything about 
what had been happening. I 
just spent time playing with 
him, teaching him how to play 
basketball, and letting him teach 
me how to play different musical 
instruments. 

Let’s just say that he did a 
lot better at learning basketball 
than I did at learning music, but 
I think it gave him a sense of 
pride to teach me about some-
thing he loved. Over the follow-
ing weeks, he slowly started 
sharing with me how he was 
feeling inside, and I pointed out 
all the amazing things he could 
do and how unimportant that 
group of boys was. 

I wanted him to know that 
it was okay for him to tell a 
teacher about the things those 
boys were doing. And contrary 
to what those boys said, he 
wasn’t a wimp for doing it. One 
of the things they frequently 
called him was a nerd, and I 
remember his eyes lighting up 
and the sound of his laughter 
when I told him that I wished I 
was a nerd.

Those bullies continued to 
give Noah a hard time through-
out last year, and we continued 
working on ways to deal with it. 
I kept spending time with him, 
helping him build his self-confi-
dence and making sure that he 
knows that he will always have 
a friend in me.

I may not have been able 
to stop Noah from ever being 
picked on, but things are much 
better for him this year. I like 
to believe that I helped him to 
see what a smart and valuable 
person he is. Noah’s experience 
is one of the motivating factors 
behind my desire to continue 
coaching youth basketball and 
teaching kids the power of be-
lieving in themselves.

Senior Zerick Shores plans to attend Skagit Valley College next year. He is un-
decided about a career choice but knows he wants to continue to coach bas-
ketball. He says: ‘This is my first year in the Anacortes School District, and it 
has been great. Environmental science was difficult, but I learned a lot. I liked 
the topics we covered in English, and I enjoyed my design and art classes.’


