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Building confidence:

6th graders tackle Camp Orkila

What do you eat in space? 
Do you have a bed up 
there? What happens to 

your tears if you cry? Are space 
suits comfortable? Will people live 
on the moon in the future?  

The questions came rapid fire 
on October 12 in Brodniak Audi-
torium as NASA astronaut Wendy 
Lawrence engaged a packed audi-
ence with tales of life in space. 
Brought to Anacortes through 
a partnership between the Ana-
cortes Public Library, Skagit Reads 
and the school district, Lawrence 
presentated to more than 500 
people before fielding questions. 

Lawrence spent 14 years as 
an astronaut with NASA before 
retiring in 2006. A Navy captain, 
she graduated from the U.S. Na-
val Academy and later earned a 
master’s degree from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. 
She participated in four flights to 
space on the Endeavor, Atlantis 
and Discovery. 

She shared how at the age of 10, 
she sat riveted on her living room 
floor watching her family’s black-
and-white television broadcast 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin’s 
landing on the moon. 

“I said to my parents, I’m going 
to do that one day,” Lawrence told 

the audience. “I’m going to be an 
astronaut.” 

Lawrence talked excitedly 
about how it felt like a dream 
come true when she was first se-
lected to participate in a mission 
in 1995. 

She shared the intensity of 
taking off in a rocket with such 
incredible force that it felt like an 
elephant sitting on your chest. She 
noted that the spacecraft must fly 
at 17,500 miles per hour to stay in 
orbit. And she spoke of the won-
ders of observing earth from 250 
miles away – erupting volcanoes, 
the northern and southern lights, 
and the beauty of lightning strikes 
from up above. 

Gravity was also a popular 
topic of discussion. 

Lawrence described “free fall” 
– the zero-gravity environment in 
space – as magical. 

“You just relax your body and 
float,” she said. “It feels great. I 
was also an inch-and-a-half taller 
in space because gravity com-
presses your spine!”  

Lawrence stands at 5-foot-3. 
Coming back to earth, she said, 

was challenging. 
“Your whole body feels like a 

sack of potatoes. Your head and 
tongue feel heavy. We don’t like 

coming back.” 
As to the student questions 

above, Lawrence replied: 

 Astronauts have mac & 
cheese, oatmeal, veggie entrees, 
chicken fajitas, lasagna and more, 
both as Meals Ready to Eat (MREs) 
and as freeze-dried packages
 There are no beds in space. 

They get into a sleeping bag and 
float. One of her favorite spots to 
sleep was the ceiling 

 Your tears don’t drop in 
zero-gravity. They just get bigger 
and bigger
 Space suits are not very 

comfortable. They weigh about 
300 pounds and are bulky. But 
they protect you from radiation 
and temperature changes, while 
providing oxygen and removing 
carbon dioxide 
 People will absolutely live 

on the moon within the lifetime 
of our students

Captain Wendy Lawrence, a former NASA astronaut, shares stories with 
students during a visit to the district on October 12.  

Astronaut inspires students with tales of life in space

AMS sixth grader 
Olivia Turnage 
challenged herself on 
a high ropes course 
at Camp Orkila on 
Orcas Island last 
month. More than 
190 students engaged 
in three days of 
hands-on learning 
and teambuilding at 
the camp. ‘I learned 
to push myself to 
do things that might 
seem frightening at 
first and to get along 
with others,’ said 
Turnage. ‘I had known 
my belay team for 
only a few days, and 
they were the ones 
controlling the ropes 
that held me. It was 
definitely scary but I 
got the full experience 
of Camp Orkila.’

Want to be an astronaut? 
According to NASA, 

U.S. citizens must meet the 
following qualifications: 
 A bachelor’s degree in 
engineering, biological 
science, physical science, 
computer science or math-
ematics
  At least three years 
of related professional 
experience obtained after 
degree completion OR at 
least 1,000 hours pilot-
in-command time on jet 
aircraft
 The ability to pass the 
NASA long-duration as-
tronaut physical. Eyesight 
must be correctable to 
20/20 for each eye. The 
use of glasses is acceptable
 Skills in 
leadership,teamwork and 
communication

A record-breaking 
18,300 people applied in 
2016. NASA invites about 
120 of the most highly 
qualified candidates to 
Johnson Space Center 
in Houston, Texas, for 
interviews. Of those, about 
half are invited back for a 
second round. Once the fi-
nal astronauts are selected, 
they must complete a two-
year training period.

From www.nasa.gov
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Shout outs
orkila effort

Abbie Biederman deserves recogni-
tion for getting the Camp Orkila 

trip organized for the entire sixth grade. 
On top of moving to the middle school, 
teaching an entirely new subject and 
juggling things at home, she has worked 
tirelessly to organize the minutia re-
quired for the trip. There hasn’t been 
an evening when she hasn’t had some 
spreadsheet out tapping away on her 
laptop, organizing cabins, people, ferries 
etc. It’s pretty awesome.

Craig Pruitt, parent 

high school artists

I have a shout out for the AHS Art Club 
and teacher Carl Dellutri. At 8:30 am 

on the Friday of the first home football 
game, I spoke with Carl about doing a 
mural on the new Anacortes Field House 
project that we’re building to support 
the team. By the end of school, he had 
arranged with the Art Club to create a 
design and volunteer for three hours 
after school to make the mural happen. 
I was impressed with how quickly they 
pulled it off and how willing they were 
to spend their Friday afternoon on it!

Josh Baldwin, Quantum Construction 

smiles and chocolate 
Shannon Gilbert and Brian Hanrahan 

are two of the most approachable 
and best administrators around! I am so 
thankful to work in a place where I feel 
comfortable going to either of them for 
anything that I need. They are always 
there with a smile or chocolate. They 
truly make Island View a better place. 
Thank you for all that you do for your 
staff and your students.

Emily Mansfield, Island View 

helping young readers

Island View para-educator, Julie 
Vanquickenborne, provides amazing 

support in our second grade classrooms 
helping with literacy. She makes instant, 
positive relationships with students and 
always encourages them to do their best. 
Many people don’t know that Julie uses 
her dual language skills to help Island 
View students and families outside of 
school as well. She is such a valued mem-
ber of our school and community.  

Monica Frost, Island View teacher

garden helpers

A shout out to the AHS volleyball 
team and coaches. Before school, the 

team contacted me to ask if they could 
give back to the community by weeding 
our school entrance for the first day of 
school. More than 30 students and their 
coaches gave up several hours of their 
Saturday to beautify our garden beds. 
Thank you, team, for your dedication 
and work ethic on and off the court!

Tara Dowd, Fidalgo principal

social emotional learning

Thank you Superintendent Mark 
Wenzel and our school board for set-

ting a goal for the district to develop social 
emotional learning. It seems now more 
than ever our students need the skills to 
know how to manage their emotions, cre-
ate positive relationships with their peers 
and teachers, set goals for their learning 
and solve problems in a peaceful manner. 

Stacey Estenson, school counselor

outdoor learning

Shout out to all the staff at AMS who 
made this year’s Camp Orkila experi-

ence so memorable for the sixth graders 
and their chaperones! We appreciate the 
detailed planning the staff contributes 
before, during, and after camp concludes. 

Brian and Alexis Gentry, parents

absolute gem

Fidalgo teacher Patty Johnson was my 
teacher 30 years ago. Now my son 

Carter has her for first grade as well. I 
remember her being a kind, energetic, 
and caring teacher. My son is getting to 
experience that as well. From the first 
day, I have observed her full of energy 
and loving her kids in the classroom. She 
is an absolute gem!  

Coyte Cooper, parent

in the booth 
The athletic depart-

ment wants to 
shout out Ken Welk 
for being the announc-
er at home football 
games for the last 20-
plus years. His voice 
has been a great pres-
ence for the Hawks, 
and we appreciate all 
the time he dedicated 
to supporting Seahawk football.

Carey South

math is #1
AMS math teacher 

Molly Huggins 
has made the big-
gest difference in my 
daughter Grace’s 
experience with math! 
Molly makes math 
fun and interesting. 
And for the first time 
in a long time, Grace’s 
number-one class is 
math!  She looks forward to ending her 
day with Miss Huggins. Thank you for 
making such a huge impact on Grace and 
math. She’s not intimidated! 

Heather EnYart, parent

quality volunteers

Molly Hendricks and Reiko 
Nystrom stand out for their 

volunteerism. Molly can be seen on 
the sidelines at sporting events taking 
professional-quality pictures of the play-
ers and sharing them with their family 
and friends. She has been a hands-on 
volunteer since grade school and has 
helped with the PTA and the Class of 
2018 graduation events. Reiko has been 
the ultimate room mother for many 
years. She organizes class fundraising, 
helps lead the PTA, and has been the 
SABA coordinator for soccer. She is co-
chair for the Class of 2018 graduation 
night. She has also helped with training 
and awareness of concussion prevention 

from her specialty of physical therapy. 
Both Molly and Reiko are owed a debt of 
gratitude from the Class of 2018 and the 
school system in general.

Linda Brown, parent

heartfelt support

Christopher Dyel has gone above and 
beyond his role as a band instruc-

tor by giving so much support and 
encouraging words, both in person and 
in heartfelt emails, after Mr. Simensen’s 
death. He stayed with us on that Mon-
day to support us. We really appreciate 
his extra time and effort to give us the 
support we’ve needed. 

AHS band students

over the years 
Deanna Hope has 

done so many 
wonderful things 
throughout the years 
for our schools and our 
community: Builders 
Club, SABA, volunteer 
at AMS and AHS, Ana-
cortes Little League 
and more. Deanna 
and her husband have 
given so much: gear, food, time and most 
of all love. 

She deserves a huge shout out. 
Wendy Flierl, parent

safety first

It has been said that 
“it takes a very 

special person to drive 
a school bus.” One of 
our bus drivers, Susan 
Skorjanc, lived up to 
that recently in going 
above and beyond to 
keep the children on her 
bus safe during a scary 
incident on the bus. She 
showed strength and 
quick thinking to get help and move the 
bus to safety. Susan is new to our staff, and 
we are so happy to have her.

Karen Garrison, Transportation Manager   

love the pta

Island View PTA’s goal to support teach-
ers, and ultimately student learning, is 

clear in everything they do. This year’s 
PTA president Christy Fischer, along 
with the rest of the PTA officers, are 
consistently and proactively seeking out 
ways to support teachers and the work 

we do with our students. Just one ex-
ample of this is when I submitted receipts 
for reimbursement at the beginning of the 
school year. I had a check in my mailbox 
within three days. The level of support 
we receive is absolutely amazing!

Chad Sage, Island View teacher 

simple gestures

I’d like to extend a shout out to Kristie 
Calvert at Fidalgo Elementary for her 

help with my daughter, Maci, this year. 
She has been amazing with Maci at drop 
off every day and has gone out of her 
way to help me out in the mornings. 

Danielle Vincent, parent

choir retreat 
I had my first opportunity to take part 

in a choir retreat this year as a chaper-
one. AHS choir director Carole Leander 
gave so much time over this weekend, 
and likely before with planning for the 
retreat, away from her precious fam-
ily, to build up, support and encourage 
this choir family. It was amazing and 
inspiring to watch how hard the stu-
dents worked, how they encouraged 
and supported each other and how 
much they care for one another and Mrs. 
Leander. What an incredible gift she has 
given choir students present and past 
with this annual retreat. Thank you for 
loving your students so much to do this 
for them every year! They, nor I, won’t 
forget that special weekend.

Silja Shjarback, parent

parks & rec asset

City of Anacortes Parks and Recreation 
Department’s Nicole Johnston has 

contributed greatly to our community. 
She spearheaded the spray pad project 
and bathroom renovations at Storvik 
Park, which have been a wonderful addi-
tion to our town. I saw so many families 
enjoying this feature over the summer, 
and it was wonderful! In addition, she 
continues to organize youth sports 
activities. She is at the soccer fields every 
Saturday encouraging kids to have fun 
and reminding parents to do the same. I 
appreciate all her efforts and hard work!

Valerie Lopez, parent

caring drivers

I would like to give a shout out to our 
transportation department and espe-

cially our bus drivers. They are the first 
person our kids see each day and the last 
they see before heading home. The kind-
ness and professionalism I have seen 
them demonstrate shows that they know 
their role is important. A big thank you 
to all who help get our kids to and from 
school safely. Your caring nature has not 
gone unnoticed. 

Kevin Schwartz, Whitney principal

cheerful driver

I’d like to recognize Sheri Solwold, my 
son’s bus driver, who is always cheer-

ful. She is the best person to see first 
thing in the morning because you know 
she is always happy to see you and the 
kids. You feel good knowing Sheri is 
driving and your child is in good hands. 

Sharon Kassa, parent

great transition 
Thank you, AMS principal Patrick 

Harrington, middle school staff and 
sixth grade teachers. My daughter has 
made such an effortless, enjoyable and 
happy transition from Mt. Erie to sixth 
grade at AMS. When her grandparents 
asked her how the new school was going 
she responded “Great! I love it sooooo 
much.” As parents, we feel equally 
supported, continually provided with 
information and have experienced open 
communication with all the staff. 

Lisa Kuhnlein, parent

Susan Skorjanc

Molly Huggins

Deanna Hope

Ken Welk

Like father like son: Anacortes parent Coyte Cooper has a lot in common with his son, 
Carter, including the same first-grade teacher. Coyte enjoyed the teaching of Fidalgo’s Patty 
Johnson 30 years ago. This year, Cooper is in her class. Her energy and care for students 
haven’t waned in three decades, says Coyte. 
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A renewed focus on social emotional learning
Every 

spring, 
we ask 

the parents 
of incoming 
kindergart-
ners to share 
hopes and 
dreams for 
their chil-
dren as they 
enter our 

schools. Moth-
ers and fathers 

write a few words and share 
them at tables. It strikes me how 
the themes of these messages 
are never academic; it’s always 
about children being happy, 
well-balanced and finding their 
place in the world. 

A few examples:  
 My hope and dream is that 

my son is encouraged in the new 
discoveries that light him up, 
that he makes friendships that 
teach him lessons he will carry 
through life, that he encounters 

diversity and learns to find the 
common thread that makes us 
human and brings us together
 I hope my daughter feels 

safe being her own sweet self, 
keeps singing about planets and 
dinosaurs and feels as special as 
the boys 
 I hope she will be embraced 

for the loving soul that she 
is. That she will be encouraged 
and validated to excel, even to 
reach her deepest dreams 

As the father of a kindergart-
ner – the proud Class of 2030 – I 
completely understand these 
sentiments. As superintendent, 
I understand them as well. We 
want our children to flourish in 
their skills and knowledge; but 
just as importantly, we want 
them to develop strong character 
and be nurtured as people.  

Social emotional focus
The district’s strategic plan-

ning committee recognized this 
as well, as they helped shape the 

new five-year strategic plan last 
year. One of the pillars of the 
plan is social emotional learning, 
and it will become a strong focus 
moving forward. 

CASEL, the Collaborative for 
Academic, Social and Emotional 
Learning, a national organiza-
tion focused on student well-
being, defines social emotional 
learning according to five core 
competencies. These include 
self-awareness, self-manage-
ment, social awareness, rela-
tionship skills and responsible 
decision-making. 

In the working world, these 
are often aligned with so-called 
“soft skills” – the ability to work 
well with others, negotiate a 
variety of social environments, 
exercise self-control, etc.   

The building blocks for this 
development take shape in 
homes and schools. How stu-
dents work with others, listen, 
communicate their thoughts, 
make daily decisions and “read” 
their social environment are all 

vital skills that must be taught. 
These skills follow them from 
the classroom, to the lunchroom, 
to the playground, to life outside 
school. 

Our approach 
While these skills have been 

taught in our schools for a long 
time, our strategic plan chal-
lenges us to align our efforts 
into a more systematic ap-
proach. We’ve recently met with 
researchers from the University 
of Washington – experts in social 
emotional learning – to review 
research and hear about how 
other districts have approached 
creating a focus across schools.  

This fall, ASD representatives 
will work together as a social 
emotional learning committee to 
develop our five-year vision and 
shape our strategic actions. 

This work will lead to shared 
commitments across classrooms 
and schools. It will also start 
to define how we partner with 
families and the community to 

help support the development 
of strong social and emotional 
skills in children. We’ll keep you 
posted as the thinking and plans 
emerge, and seek feedback on 
family/community connections. 

I’m excited because I think 
this work will ultimately make a 
difference for our students.   

I like to think about those 
same kindergarten parents in 
13 years writing a few words 
as their children approach high 
school graduation. The words I 
hope they write might be some-
thing like: 

“Wow, I am so glad my child 
went to school in Anacortes. 
Not only is he a good thinker, 
but he’s a good person as well. 
Throughout his years here, 
he has been nurtured for his 
creativity, taught to work well 
with others and challenged to 
make good decisions and own 
his choices. While I’m sad to see 
this chapter end, I know he will 
make a positive impact on the 
world.”

The district office technology team helped lead the way last summer, with 1,300 devices distributed to students. 
The team includes (left to right): Sheila Petersen, Ray Rayford, Seonsuk Kim, Dave Rodriguez and Naun Gallardo (not 
pictured: Bernadette Bishop and Jennifer Goellner). 

Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

It’s great having a laptop I 
can take home. I’m using it 
in almost every class. Teach-

ers are learning right along with 
us, which is helpful. Some of 
my teachers have jumped all in. 
In chemistry and pre-calculus, 
for example, we use OneNote, 
which is a digital binder. It has 
divider folders with tabs so 
you can organize all your work. 
Teachers put their assignments 
there so you don’t have to carry 
home a handout. It’s a win-win. 
We don’t have to keep track of 
a bunch of papers, and it makes 
us more accountable to teachers.

Another great thing is that 
you can draw or write your 
answers directly on your screen. 
We also now have access to all 

We worked really hard 
to make this a seamless 
transition for teachers, 

students and parents. Giving 
every student a take-home device 
allows 24/7 accessibility. 

Our goal as a support team is 
to focus on instruction and learn-
ing. We want to support teaching 
staff to integrate technology in 
ways that really make a differ-
ence. 

A big part of the technology 
levy was designated for coaching 
and job-embedded professional 
development, so we need to hold 

ourselves accountable and really 
show how that piece has empow-
ered both teachers and students. 

So far, students are using their 
devices with ease and under-
standing. Teachers are using 
both Google Classroom and 
OneNote for sharing assign-
ments, viewing student work 
and giving feedback to indi-
vidual students. Gone are the 
days of “I lost my homework” 
or “The dog ate it.” Students are 
completing their assignments 
digitally without having to 
“hand in” anything. 

It has been amazing to see 
students explore math in a 
hands-on manner. I’ve used 

an online tool called GeoGebra, 
and the Desmos tools that are 
integrated into the CPM cur-
riculum. This allows students 
to manipulate shapes on their 
screen. Before, I’d have to do 
this on the board while they 
watched. Now every student is 
doing it on a device, learning so 
much more deeply. 

The math department’s goal 
is to implement technology to 
improve instruction, not just to 
substitute. I love not using the 
copier. All of my assignments 
are on OneNote, and students 
go there to do homework. In ad-
dition, I can update the week’s 
assignments and make changes 
in real time. As teachers get 

I’m so proud of the whole 
technology team: Naun Gal-
lardo, Ray Rayford, David 

Rodriguez, Sheila Petersen, 
Bernadette Bishop and Jennifer 
Goellner. They’re excited about 
the deployment and so willing 
to help with anything. 

We deployed nearly 1,300 
devices over a few days in Sep-
tember. But the process actually 

started back in January with re-
search and the testing of several 
models. We knew we wanted 
touch screens, and after a lot 
of research, we purchased 1410 
HP Probooks. In late spring, 
we started building the image 
software, and by mid-July, the 
devices were ready to go. 

We wanted it to be smooth 
and organized, and consider-

ing the number of computers 
we distributed, I think we did a 
pretty good job. 

Huge kudos go to the middle 
and high school staff for their 
help and organization. A few 
devices ended up having bad 
batteries, and we immediately 
replaced those. Our contract 
guarantees support for those 
kind of kinks.

MARY ELIZABETH PEARSON
instructional technology support

success
TECH

KATIE PETETT
ahs math teacher 

ABBY FLINT
ahs junior 

the online resources and videos 
our teachers want us to use. It’s 
like we have this whole library 
we can access digitally.

SEONSUK KIM
technology director 

more fluent, the instructional 
level will continue to rise. This 
is exciting.

DIGITAL
transformation

TAKES OFF

Mary Elizabeth Pearson works with AHS freshman 
Savannah Newman.
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IN BRIEF
School levies on the ballot

The district plans to ask vot-
ers to renew two levies next 
February to maintain progress 
in integrating classroom tech-
nology and supporting district 
operations. The four-year lev-
ies were passed by voters in 
February 2014 with 73 and 76 
percent support, respectively. 

The technology levy will al-
low the district to implement a 
technology replacement cycle 
and maintain technology sup-
port staffing levels. The op-
erations levy – now called an 
enrichment levy per new state 
guidelines – will support early 
childhood learning, volunteer 
coordination, extra-curricular 
activities, special education, 
certain teaching positions and 
more. 

The combined levy amount 
will be less than the current 
rate because of increased state 
support for schools. 

“Community support for 
our schools over the years 
has been tremendous,” said 
superintendent Mark Wenzel. 
“This has led to strong gains 
in academic achievement and 
increased graduation rates. 
These levies provide critical 
revenue to allow us to main-
tain the quality of education 
this community has come to 
expect.” 

The school board will con-
sider the specific levy propos-
als later this fall.  

ASD leads region
on state test results

Anacortes students ranked 
first among 32 districts in 
northwest Washington, based 
on a composite score of the 
percentage of students meet-
ing standard on last spring’s 
state assessments. Anacortes 
led the pack with a score of 
70, followed by Lake Stevens 
(68.5) and Stanwood Camano 
(67.6).

On specific tests, Anacortes 
students ranked first in the 
region in fifth grade math, 
eighth grade math and sixth 
grade English. They ranked 
second in eighth grade English 
and eighth grade science. 

“We are really proud of 
these results,” said school 
board president Bobbilyn 
Hogge. “They are the direct 
result of quality instruction, 
as well as strong leadership at 
the district and school level. 
Everyone has been working 
incredibly hard to support our 
students, and these results 
show that it’s paying off.”

Superintendent Mark 
Wenzel said the results, while 
encouraging, still show gaps. 

“We definitely want to 
celebrate this achievement 
because the state standards 
are rigorous, and these scores 
show more students learning 
at higher levels,” he said. 

“At the same time, we are 
determined to lift up students 
who need more support 
to meet the standards and 
eventually graduate. Our staff 
is 100 percent committed to 
closing those gaps.”

Wenzel also spoke of the im-
portance of creating a system 
not just focused on test scores, 
but emphasizing the whole 
child.

“A big part of our strategic 
plan is about social emotional 
learning, character, citizenship, 
creativity and a well-rounded 
education,” he said. “Our aca-
demic success is great, but we 
don’t want to limit ourselves 
to excelling solely in academ-
ics. Having a successful life is 
much more than that.”

English teacher Emily McCammon leads a new club at the high school in 
which students can get a varsity letter for 100 hours of community ser-
vice. The club is a partnership with United Way of Skagit County. 

Students at Anacortes High 
School have new incentive 
to do more than the required 

number of community service 
hours. They can now earn a 
varsity letter by completing vol-
unteer hours: a minimum of 100 
to be exact.

The national program, Youth 
United-Varsity in Volunteerism 
(VIV), is funded by United Way 
and started locally at Sedro-
Woolley High School five years 
ago. When district community  
engagement coordinator Keiko 
McCracken heard about it from 
Sedro’s coach Travis Johns, she 
thought it would fit perfectly here 
in Anacortes. 

AHS coach Emily McCammon 
says she’s excited to be lead-
ing this club. The new English 
teacher wanted to get involved 
with extracurricular activities 
to become better acquainted 
with students. This club hit the 
jackpot.

“It’s so important for young 
people to be involved in their 
community, not just because 
it looks good on a resume, but 
because it builds relationships 
between the school and the com-
munity,” she said.

As coach, McCammon will 
help match students with oppor-
tunities, based on the students’ 

interests. Mostly, though, the 
students set up their own hours, 
a maximum of which 50 can be 

school-related.
More than 20 students showed 

up for the first VIV meeting. 
Freshman Alaura Swanson is 
excited because this will give 
her opportunities to volunteer in 
new places. 

“This is going to motivate 
and inspire students who aren’t 
as involved with volunteering 
and show them that community 
service should be something you 
want to do, not something you’re 
obligated to do,” said Swanson. 
“I’m really interested in volun-
teering with kids.”

Sedro-Woolley High School is a 
regional model for the program. 

Sedro-Woolley coordinator 
Johns says the program includes 
athletes and students involved 
in ASB, but it really targets those 
kids who may not yet have found 
a sense of belonging.

“We have a lot of success sto-
ries where kids find their purpose 
and end up giving back hundreds 
of hours over their four years – 
then keep at it after graduating,” 
said Johns.

Weekly meetings will be held 
in Ms. McCammon’s room. For 
more information, students can 
stop by room 41.

?
Jade Malon

Cap Sante senior

This year is it. I’m a 
senior, and I have 

a lot of work to do. So 
I’m excited to gradu-
ate, but I have some 
serious goals ahead of 
me. I’ve been here at 
Cap for two years. I was 
at AHS, but I needed to retrieve some credits, 
so now I’m part-time here and part-time at the 
high school. I love both because I’m social. It 
works really well here, though, because we get 
help if we need it, and we can work at our own 
pace. I’m cramming in a lot of credits to gradu-
ate on time. Then I plan to work for a year to 
raise money, so I can travel. When I get back, 
my goal is to become a gymnastics coach. 

Keegan 
Kennedy
AHS junior

This year I’m focus-
ing on improving 

my grades, which I feel 
will be easier than last 
year. I think it’s because 
I’ve learned how to be a 
better student, and I can 
manage the workload better. Two of my favorite 
classes so far are chemistry with Mr. Anderson 
and history with Mr. Hancock. Both teachers 
have a way of keeping students engaged. I’m 
really excited about both tennis and baseball 
this year. Tennis is a cool sport because you can 
just hop in whenever, and it’s fun to compete. 
Baseball is a bit more demanding. I’m looking 
forward to making varsity and being part of one 
of the strongest teams in the state. 

Payden Ramsey
Fidalgo 2nd grade

The best thing so far 
is reading. We do 

Readers’ Workshop 
and partner reading 
and private reading. 
Partner reading is 
my favorite because 
you don’t have to 
read alone. I love my 
friends, and I especially get excited about 
recess because I can play with all my friends. 
I think one goal I need to work on is in math. 
I’m so good at adding, but I want to improve 
my take-aways. It’s really complicated. Luck-
ily, Mrs. Peth is very nice, so she can help us. 
And she’s fun. What I mean is she’s kind. 

What’s your goal 
this year

Claire 
Schnabel

AMS  
7th grade

I really like 
the middle 

school. I feel I 
was ready for 
it, and I like 
how we’re responsible for everything 
now. Teachers don’t baby us but treat 
us like we can handle it. One thing 
I’m excited about is school sports. 
Right now, I’m in soccer, and I’m go-
ing to go out for basketball, volleyball 
and track. Academically, I’m excited 
for English Language Arts with Mrs. 
Templeton. I like writing stories, and 
I’m looking forward to doing that. 
The feel here is very welcoming. All 
the teachers and principals and eighth 
graders have been so helpful. If you 
get lost, anyone will help. 

Will 
Peterson

Mt. Erie  
5th grade

I’m always 
pushing 

myself to 
get better at 
everything. 
So that’s my goal … to get better 
at math, reading, anything where I 
can improve. I’m excited this year 
because we’re the oldest. It’s a little 
different without the sixth graders 
here. We have to be more respon-
sible and be good role models for the 
younger kids. And it’s going really 
well so far. One thing I’m really liking 
is math. It’s challenging in parts, but 
once you figure out the ways, it gets 
easier. And it applies to everything. 
Another thing I appreciate is our 
morning routine when we first start 
school. Everyone is quiet, but then we 
get excited to start the day.

Jonah Blackston
Island View  
3rd grade

Well, things are 
going really well 

so far this year. I’ve 
got a good teacher; the 
thing I like about Mrs. 
Dale is that she never 
gets mad. And I have 
good classmates. My favorite part of the day is 
math. It’s kind of challenging, but that’s what 
I like about it. I’m excited that we’re already 
learning times problems and division. Another 
great part of the day is reading. I enjoy Bad Kit-
ty and Magic Treehouse books. One of my goals 
this year is to improve my running. I love PE, 
and I want to run even faster than last year.

Caleb Curtis
Whitney 

kindergarten

This is just the begin-
ning of the year, but 

I really like everything. 
Yesterday I got to fin-
ish teaching about the 
pictures I drew. And 
reading is my favor-
ite. We have private reading and Readers’ 
Workshop and partner reading. I like private 
reading the best because I can learn about stuff 
by myself. I can read with my zero-inch voice, 
which is no sound – just in my head – or my 
three-inch voice, which is a whisper. I’m really 
excited about recess because there are lots of 
monkey bars and this will make my upper 
body stronger. I think my goal is to learn a lot 
about math, things that I don’t know, like 1,000 
times 16,000.

?
?

NEW AHS CLUB
Getting a varsity letter to volunteer
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Roof comes next on high school project

Belief statement: We believe in powerful, 
positive relationships – among and between 
students, staff, families, and community.

Reno Buchstaber, bus driver

For five years, Reno Buchstaber has 
been transporting students to and 

from school each day. He drives Route 8 
and delivers kids to every school in the 
district. Each morning, he greets them in 
hopes of making those personal connec-
tions. It’s one of his favorite parts of the 
job.

“I look for opportunities to talk with 
them when I can,” he says.

Safety is also a huge part of Buchsta-
ber’s mission. Making sure students get 
to and from school safely is the first step 
to fulfilling the belief statement. He says 
having a steady and predictable presence 
each day helps the kids know he cares. 

“It’s important for me to be consistent 
and even-tempered when enforcing the 
rules,” he said. “I’m there for their safety, 
so I make sure they respect me and the 
other kids. And by doing that, they are re-
ally respecting themselves. I’ve been told 
I’m strict, but nice.”

The Anacortes High School 
construction project is going 
strong. 

“The next major milestone will 
be the roof,” said project manager 
Marc Estvold.

A lot of visible changes have 
taken place the last few months. 
Steel erection, done in three stag-
gered sections, should be complete 
in November. Once complete, the 
roof, along with the exterior enve-
lope, can be installed. 

To prepare for this process, the 
district construction team is hold-
ing pre-installation meetings for 
roofing, siding, window installa-
tions and other components. It’s all 
about good planning and quality 
control, says Estvold.

The process includes building 
an actual mock-up, so the team can 
see just how all the exterior materi-
als come together to be airtight.

“When we see how the actual 
building materials interface, we’ll 
be able to make minor adjustments 
as needed,” said Estvold.

With the roof up, mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing work can 
begin. Because the district put bid 
packages out early, the materials 
for this next stage will be on site 
ready to go. As soon as the exterior 
is complete, heat will be pumped 
in to get the building climatized 
and to help dry concrete slabs. 

The site is also being prepped for 

winter. This includes using tempo-
rary erosion and sediment control: 
hydroseeding areas to keep erosion 
and sediment from flowing into 
storm sewer and wetlands during 
the rainy winter months. 

Weather is always a factor. 
Heavy rains can cause challenges 
for concrete slab pours, and pro-
longed freezing can delay roofing, 
masonry and concrete work. 

Neighborhood meetings
Last month the district held 

a neighborhood meeting where 
Estvold, Superintendent Mark 

Wenzel and Police Chief John 
Small were on hand to answer 
questions and listen to concerns, 
including dust, speeding and 
parking. 

As a result of that meeting, 
the police department increased 
its presence on adjoining streets 
several mornings a week, and 
the district laid a dust-abating 
product on a much-used gravel 
area just southwest of the high 
school. In addition, the high 
school administration continues 
to monitor local streets and com-
municate to parents and students 
the importance of safety. 

“These meetings are important 
because we know the project has 
impacts on our neighbors,” said 
Wenzel. “It’s important to listen 
to concerns and do whatever we 
can to mitigate the impacts. We 
appreciate open communication 
with our neighbors and their 
patience in this process.”

The next neighborhood meet-
ing will be November 29 at 5:30 
at the high school.

Remaining schedule 
The classroom or “east wing” of 

the new high school is scheduled 
to be complete for the 2018-2019 
school year. The third and final 
phase of the project includes 
partial demolition of the old 
building and renovation of Brod-
niak Auditorium and the gym, as 
well as new construction of the 
CTE (career and technical educa-
tion) and music classrooms. The 
entire project is scheduled to be 
complete by spring 2019. 

“We’re pleased with how the 
project is going so far,” said Est-
vold. “We’ve had limited change 
orders during this phase, so the 
budget outlook remains positive. 
We know the schedule is tight, 
but there’s a lot of collaboration 
to complete the new wing on time 
and make sure it’s of the highest 
quality.”

Seventh grader Abbie Goodwin and sixth grader Lucio Allesandra, both re-
cent Students of the Month at Anacortes Middle School, take a tour of the 
new high school. The second phase of the project, the classroom wing, is 
progressing well. On time and on budget, it is scheduled to be complete by 
August 2018. The final phase will be complete the following year. 

IN BRIEF

Bringing district belief statements to life
Belief statement: We believe 

that each child has tremendous 
potential and is worthy of our 
best effort. We provide a safe 
environment where students can 
thrive and know they are valued.

Lynne Borlin,  
head cook

Lynne Borlin begins every 
day by first prepar-

ing the food that will be 
delivered to the elementary 
schools. She then moves on 
to prep for the middle and 
high school lunches. An 
average of 900 students are 
served daily. Twice weekly 
she places orders from vari-
ous vendors. Borlin says she 
takes pride in her organiza-
tional skills. But what she 
loves most about the job is 
the interaction with kids.

“I don’t see them a whole 
lot, but I love to pull smiles 
out of them, especially the 
shy ones or the kids who 
won’t make eye contact. If 
I can just catch their eye to 
share a smile, to let them 
know they’re valued, it’s 
worth it,” she said. 

Borlin sees food services 
as playing an important role 
in building engaged learning 
environments and is excited 
about the possibility for 
more scratch cooking in the 
new facility.

“We keep kids nourished 
with healthy food to help 
them reach their full poten-
tial.”

Belief statement: We believe in hope. We strive to build school 
cultures where students are fully engaged in the present, excited for 
the future, and committed to helping others.

Scott LeBeau, Mt. Erie head custodian

“I’d like to think I lead by example. If you show respect and 
understanding, you will receive that back,” says Scott 

LeBeau. This is LeBeau’s third year as head custodian, but he’s 
been in the district for 10 years. 

“I felt a good vibe here from day one. I’ve always felt sup-
ported and respected by the kids and staff, and I love seeing the 
kids grow up and change over the years.”

He said being a kid at heart helps strengthen his great rap-
port with the students and that he takes a lot of pride in just 
hearing comments about how well the school is maintained. It’s 
all part of building a school culture that keeps kids engaged. 
They are comfortable talking to him, which he appreciates.

“I think it’s essential for kids to have pride in their school and 
in themselves. To believe in themselves and dream big … be-
cause eventually, that projected confidence can become reality.” 

“We’ve had limited change orders during this phase, so the budget outlook remains positive.” 
— Marc Estvold, project manager Schools Foundation

The Anacortes Schools 
Foundation has hired an 
executive director to manage 
the non-profit organization. 
Marta McClintock officially 
started early September 
when she arrived with her 
family from Idaho.

No stranger to this area, 
McClintock 
lived in 
Oak Harbor 
for eight 
years while 
her hus-
band was 
stationed 
there. She 
says they’ve 
always 

wanted to end up in Ana-
cortes because of the strong 
schools and the engaged 
community.

Most recently, McClintock 
was the assistant dean for 
the College of Education 
at the University of Idaho 
where she worked closely 
with alumni and college 
supporters to raise money 
for the school. She has been 
involved in educational fun-
draising for 25 years and was 
drawn to the ASF position 
for many reasons, including 
being the parent of a seventh 
grader and a high school 
sophomore.

“It was an automatic for 
me to want to be involved 
in the schools. The mission 
of ASF really appealed to 
me,” she said. “It’s great to 
be able to enhance and build 
on such a strong foundation 
that, since 1984, has been run 
strictly by volunteers and has 
grown to manage $3 million 
in endowments.”

McClintock hit the ground 
running, literally, with the 
Shell Fuel for Education 
Fun Run last month, which 
raised close to $40,000. Her 
goals include learning more 
about the district and com-
munity, getting involved 
with the work of the board 
and reaching out to support-
ers and new donors. She is 
especially looking forward to 
Celebrate the Season, a series 
of ASF events at the Port 
Transit Shed Event Center in 
December.

For more information 
about the foundation or to 
learn how to donate, visit 
anacortesschoolsfoundation.
org.

Mike Stark 
Former teacher, counselor 

school board member and 
volunteer Mike Stark passed 
away on September 29. He 
was a strong advocate for the 
arts, the environment and 
community causes.

“I am very fortunate 
to have 
worked 
with Mike 
for many 
years 
through 
the After 
School Arts 
Program,” 
said Tina 
Martin-

Franulovich, the district’s 
cultural education coordina-
tor. “I will miss his stories, 
his guidance and his humor.” 

A memorial will be held 
on October 29 at 2 p.m. at 
the Anacortes Senior Center. 
Donations can be made to 
the After School Arts Pro-
gram through the Anacortes 
Schools Foundation or to the 
Island Hospital Foundation. 

Mike Stark 

Marta 
McClintock
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Sue Roberts and Janice Veal celebrate a new kiln at 
Island View Elementary. The kiln was funded by the 
Rotary Giving Program and the Anacortes Arts Festi-
val. It has a digital controller which allows firings to 
be programmed. The kiln will be used for classroom 
clay projects, including the annual Washington State 
tiles that are created by fourth graders. The tiles are 
mounted in the foyer and halls at Island View. 

AMS P.E. teacher Brian Tiland shows 
seventh grader Matthew Rutz proper 
lifting technique in the new condition-
ing room at Anacortes Middle School. 

Fidalgo third grader Connor Purcell enjoys the monkey bars during morn-
ing recess at school. 

AHS seniors Georgia Stultz, Lincoln Gilden and Andrew Ag-
gergaard work together during class on the school’s broad-
cast, The Rock. The school is also in the process of launching 
an after-school broadcast club.

About 700 people gathered at Anacortes High School on Oc-
tober 14 to celebrate the life of band teacher Ian Simensen 
who passed away at the age of 31 last month after a battle 
with cancer. The ceremony included stories from friends and 
colleagues, remembrances from students, and performanc-
es by school and community bands. Simensen was remem-
bered as an educator with a fun sense of humor who found 
innovative ways to connect with students and inspired them 
with a love of music. After the ceremony in Brodniak Audi-
torium, the band and other musicians led a procession to 
the stadium plaza with a rousing version of When the Saints 
go Marching In, followed by the AHS and UW school songs. 
Simensen joined ASD straight from the University of Wash-
ington in 2009. Donations may be made to the Ian Simensen 
scholarship fund at Anacortes Schools Foundation.

Puget Sound Shell Refinery’s annual ‘Fueling Education’ 5K race last month raised $40,000 for Anacortes Schools Founda-
tion. Funds go to support STEM programs and early childhood education. ‘My favorite part is seeing the whole community 
come together to support our schools,’ said Shell general manager Shirley Yap. ‘It’s a great partnership.’

Celebrating Ian Simensen

Mt. Erie third graders Isabella Cantrell, Cadie Engom, 
Saraie Campos, Ella Hofheimer and Jazmyn Damwyk 
examine a centipede in a tupperwatre container in 
teacher Leigh Olsen’s classroom. 
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Ever since sixth grade, An-
thony Notaro has had a goal. 
To play college baseball. 

And not just at any level. He 
set his sights on a Division 1 
team – the highest-level college 
ball in the world. 

Earlier this month, that 
lifelong goal became a reality 
when the AHS senior committed 
to Washington State University 
with a scholarship in hand. The 
all-state catcher will become a 
“coug” – and be coached by a 
head and assistant coach who 
won back-to-back national titles 
while at Oregon State. 

“It’s definitely a dream come 
true,” said Notaro, who beamed 
as he recently recounted the 
process that took him from a 
12-year-old Anacortes boy who 
loved baseball to one of just 
365 elite athletes to play Pac-12 
baseball next year. 

Work ethic 
Central to Notaro’s story are 

two words: work ethic. This 
is a young man who has been 
dogged in his pursuit of higher 
level baseball. He works out five 
to six days a week in the gym, 
doing lifting, speed/agility drills 
and resistance training. He fol-
lows up with an hour or more of 
focused batting practice every 
night. 

Longtime baseball teammates 
Ty Saunders and Caden Cornett 
are workout buddies. And Ty’s 
father, Erik, helps with condi-
tioning and batting sessions.  

The results have been impres-
sive. Last year, Notaro hit .396, 
leading the team to third in state 
and earning first team all-state 
honors. 

He’s also broken a sweat in 
his studies, earning a cumulative 
3.69 grade point average. 

“Good grades helped me 
achieve my goal – the academic 
part is huge,” he said. “The 
college coaches want to know 
that you can get it done in the 
classroom as well.” 

He is looking at a possible 
business major in Pullman. 

New recruit
So how did he get recruited 

by WSU? A great game. A strong 
tryout. And a little extra hustle. 

The day was June 29. The 
place: Portland, Oregon.

Notaro remembers the day for 
two reasons: He played extreme-
ly well with his club team, going 
4-for-4 from the plate. It was also 
the day assistant AHS coach, 
mentor and friend Andrew Le-
Fave tragically died after a battle 
with cancer. 

“I was very close to him, 
close to his family,” said Notaro. 
“There was something special 

about that day. It was like his 
spirit was with me.” 

A WSU recruiting coach was 
in the stands. But the catcher 
didn’t wait for the recruiter to 
come calling. Instead he reached 
out directly, indicating his inter-
est in the WSU program. That 
was the little extra hustle. 

The recruiter said he was 
impressed with Notaro’s play 
and invited him to a camp for 
potential recruits. 

The rest, as they say, is history. 
Notaro impressed the coaches 
with his skill, intellect and dis-
position. 

“They were really thorough,” 
he said. “They called everyone 

who had ever coached me, 
including Coach Swapp. They 
want to know who you are as a 
person.” 

About two months later – on 
October 7 – Notaro committed to 
the Division 1 school. He is one 
of 16 players in this year’s WSU 
recruiting class. 

The soon-to-be-college athlete 
says he loves baseball because of 
the competitive nature of it. 

“It’s not just athletic abil-
ity, it’s mental ability,” he said. 
“Baseball has taught me a lot 
of life lessons including how to 
deal with failure and how never 
to give up.” 

Giving back
As he has grown through the 

ranks, Notaro has given back by 
mentoring younger players. He 
helps coach little league and en-
joys being seen as a role model. 
He says giving back is one way 
he can thank the community for 
its support. 

“The facility we play in is 
amazing,” he said. “One of the 
best in the state. We’re really 
grateful for all the community 
has done to support us.” 

As for next spring’s school 
baseball season, the bar is high. 

“The goal is to win state,” he 
said. “This is the year to do it. 
We want to go out on top.” 

AHS head baseball coach Pat 
Swapp holds Notaro in high 
esteem. 

“Anthony is one of a group 
of kids that have just had laser 
focus for years on playing base-
ball at the next level,” Swapp 
said. “He is so passionate about 
baseball, and that makes him re-
ally fun to coach. The culture he 
and his teammates have brought 
to the high school program is 
pretty special.”

AHS senior Anthony Notaro will attend WSU on a baseball scholarship next year. The catcher has dreamed of 
playing at the college level since sixth grade. He committed to the Division 1 school earlier this month.

“Good grades helped me achieve my 
goal – the academic part is huge.” 

Anthony Notaro, AHS senior 

WSU bound: AHS senior reaches lifelong goal

AHS athletes make their mark this fall
Name: Sarah Hardesty

Sport: Cheer
Year: Senior
Years cheering: 10
What sports do 
you cheer for: Foot-
ball and basketball
Best thing about 
cheerleading: I’m a 
pretty quiet person, 
so it’s been a great 
way to be loud and 
crazy.
Favorite class: 
Drama III 
Lessons learned: 

Smile and be nice to everyone. You have 
to be happy when you 
cheer, and that transfers to everyday life.
Future plans: To attend either Gonzaga 
or UW and study pediatric nursing.

Name: Logan Scamfer
Sport: Boys’ Cross 
Country
Year: Junior
Years playing: 5
PR: 19:03 for a 5K
What goes through 
your mind while 
running: I’m think-
ing about what to 
do next, how fast 
to run at different 
parts of the course, 
when to join the 
next pack.
Hardest part: The 

actual races – to keep going both physi-
cally and mentally.
Season goal: To break 18:30.
Latest book read: Ethan Frome

Name: Brandon Cross
Year: Senior
Sport: Tennis
Years playing: 1
Why start a new 
sport: I’ve always 
liked tennis when I 
played in sum-
mer camps, so I 
thought I’d finally 
join the team.
Best part: I like 
that it is a blend of 
competition and 
fun, of athleticism 
and intellect.

Season goals: Have more wins than 
losses, but also to enjoy myself without 
getting too competitive.
Future plans: I’m applying to a few 
schools, but right now my Number 1 
choice is Western.

Name: Jacob South
Sport: Football
Year: Senior
Years playing: 7
Position: Offensive 
line
Season goal: Make 
it to the playoffs.
Other interests: 
Working out, hang-
ing with friends 
or playing video 
games.
Favorite pro team: 
Denver Broncos
Future plans: I 

have a few football scholarship offers, 
and I want to go into business man-
agement.

Name: Jayda Jameson
Sport: Swim and 
Dive
Year: Senior
Years in sport: 8
Events: 100 back; 
100 free
Season goal: 
Improve my 
times and to get 
better district 
times.
Lessons learned 
from swimming: 
Don’t stop. You 
can’t just give 

up. It’s very mental, and you have to 
pace yourself – in the pool and in life.
Favorite class: Painting 
Future plans: I’m going to take a gap 
year at Skagit then transfer to a four-
year university.

Name: Gabby Ronngren
Sport: Soccer
Year: Junior
Years playing: 
Since kindergarten
Position: center 
forward
Season goal: Score 
20-plus goals 
and make 1st 
team all-confer-
ence.
Lessons learned: 
The importance 
of working to-

gether as a team.
Favorite class: World Religions

Name: Grace Tesch
Sport: Girls’ Cross 
Country
Year: Sophomore
Years playing: 4
XC has taught 
me: To be really 
mentally strong, to 
have endurance for 
everyday things in 
life.
Season goals: To hit 
22:00 for 5K.
Favorite things 
about the fall sea-
son: Temperatures 

getting cooler and the leaves changing 
color.
Thoughts during a run: My mind 
goes blank and then I focus on passing 
runners.

Name: McKenzie Duquaine
Sport: Volleyball
Year: Senior
Years playing: 4
Position: Center
Exciting about this 
season: We had a lot 
of seniors graduate, 
and we have a new 
coach, so we are 
poised to regroup. 
Favorite teacher: 
Mr. Hancock be-
cause he’s funny, re-
latable and pushes 
his students to get 

things done right.
Future plans: I’m applying to a lot of 
colleges, and I would like to pursue a 
business degree.

Sarah Hardesty

Logan Scamfer

Brandon Cross

Jacob South

Jayda Jameson

Gabby Ronngren

Grace Tesch

McKenzie Duquaine
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Andrew 
Root 
grad-

uated from 
AHS in 1998. 

He attended 
Western Washington University 
(BA in psychology) and Univer-
sity of Vermont (MS in mental 
health counseling). He works in 
Portland as the clinical manager 
of a therapeutic school serving 
youth. Last month, Harper Col-
lins published his first children’s 
book, Hamsters Don’t Fight 
Fires. Find him on Twitter and 
Instagram at @andrewrootbooks 
and online at http://www.
andrewrootbooks.com

 What inspired you to 
write a children’s book about a 
hamster?  

Reading to my own children 
every night. I loved finding 
picture books that were as 
entertaining to me as they were 
to my kids. Through the thou-
sands of books that we checked 
out from the public library, I 
became enamored with the me-
dium and knew that I wanted to 
be part of creating stories that 
could educate and entertain.

 What’s the book about? 
Hamsters Don’t Fight Fires! 

tells the story of Hugo, a slow 

eating, fast running, fantastic 
dancing, hamster. Although 
multi-talented, his tiny stature 
has always kept him from at-
tempting his ultimate goal of 
becoming a firefighter. How-
ever, with the encouragement 
of a good friend, Hugo gathers 
all the courage he can muster to 
see if he can achieve his dream. 
It is a book that speaks for every 
one of us who has ever thought 
we were too small, too big, or 
not smart enough to achieve 
one of our goals.

 What did the writing 
process look like? 

I write best at night when kids 
are in bed, dishes are washed, 
and I can focus solely on putting 
pencil to paper. Throughout 
the day I write notes to myself 
about ideas for stories, but the 
real work gets done when I have 
an uninterrupted hour (or three) 
to myself. I usually try to create 
a complete first draft in one 
sitting. Then I let it sit for a few 
days before coming back to it 
with a more critical eye. If I feel 
there is still promise after that, 
I’ll share the book with my wife, 
mom, or any friends who are 
willing to read it. I then spend 
another couple weeks editing 
before I pass it along to my liter-
ary agent for further review.

 How did you get the book 
picked up by a major publisher?  

I was fortunate to find a liter-
ary agent, Brianne Johnson at 
Writers House, who was willing 
to work with a debut author and 
saw promise in what I was pro-
ducing. Agents are amazing and 
can open doors that may prove 
to be very difficult for authors to 
navigate alone.

 What’s the best thing 
about being a published au-
thor? Worst thing? 

The best thing is getting to 
connect with readers young and 
old. I’ve gotten photos of infants, 

toddlers, teenagers, adults, and 
seniors all enjoying Hamsters 
Don’t Fight Fires! It is incredible to 
have anyone, regardless of age, 
tell me how much they love my 
book. The worst thing is probably 
the waiting for publication. The 
anticipation can be immense! 

 What book has been 
among your favorites to read 
aloud to your own kids? 

I have two children, an 8-year-
old boy and a 5-year-old girl. We 
all share a love of the slightly 
absurd so favorite picture books 
include the Scaredy Squirrel se-
ries (Melanie Watt) and anything 
by Adam Rubin (Dragons Love 
Tacos) or Jon Klassen (I Want My 
Hat Back).

 In high school, if someone 
had told you that in the future 
you would write and publish a 
children’s book about a hamster, 
what would you have said?  

I probably would have laughed 
out loud at the idea! While I 
always have loved reading, I 
never thought I would become 
an author. I am quite certain the 
idea didn’t even enter into my 
head in high school, much less 
that of writing a book where the 
protagonist was a rodent.

 Word of advice for current 
students in Anacortes? 

There are no mistakes in life, 
only lessons. Make sure you 
embrace these lessons. Explore, 
shine, fail, and defy all expecta-
tions put in front of you. 

Spencer Andrich

AHS social studies teacher Spencer 
Andrich has literally been around 
the world and back again. After 

some globetrotting and fishing, home-
grown Andrich has returned to his alma 
mater to teach civics and modern world 
history. 

Andrich graduated from AHS in 2008. 
He attended Oregon State University for 
one year before transferring to Western 
Washington University, where he studied 
environmental planning and policy. Each 
summer he would return to fish, mainly 
prawning in Bristol Bay. After he gradu-
ated from Western, he’d spend summers 
fishing and would travel during the off-
season.

But a yearning for a more stable career 
took him to Lewis and Clark College in 
Portland, where he earned a master’s 
degree in teaching last June. When the 
district posted a social studies position at 
his former high school, Andrich thought 
it was too good to be true.

“It’s surreal. I’m so proud of where I 
come from. My family has a rich history 
here, both in the fishing and Croatian 
communities. And it’s always been a 
dream of mine to return,” he said.

It’s hard for Andrich to discern what’s 
changed and what’s stayed the same 
since he was a student because his 
lens is now that of teacher. He is very 
impressed with the school’s progressive 
approach to both curriculum and profes-
sional development.

“We really value being on the cutting 
edge of education here,” he says.

One of his goals is active learning – to 
have students do field studies to see how 
history has shaped Anacortes. 

“I really want to engage my students 
and have them feel empowered,” he 
says.

Andrich is looking forward to bringing 
in multiple perspectives, to localizing the 
content and challenging his students to 

think critically about where they are and 
what’s going on around them.

Colleagues have reached out to assist 
the first-year teacher. 
“I’ve received an overwhelming amount 
of support,” he said. “Robert Hancock 
and Jessica Pullen have been amazing. 
I’m also grateful that I get one year to 
teach in my old building, alongside some 
of my former teachers. I actually wrote 
a graduate paper on Victor Garcia as the 
symbol of what I strive to be in life. It’s 
just wonderful to be here in this place 
that’s like a family.”

Jon and Zee Sheriff

There’s a new Sheriff in town. Actu-
ally, there are two. This fall, Fidalgo 
Elementary welcomed new fifth 

grade teacher Nozipho (Zee) Sheriff and 
her husband, Jon, a new fourth grade 
teacher.

Originally from South Africa, Zee Sheriff 
says it was all due to her husband that 
they ended up in Washington. The couple 
met back in the mid-nineties when Jon was 
teaching with World Teach. After graduat-
ing from the University of Washington 
with a degree in German language and 
culture, he applied to the World Teach 
program at the recommendation of his 
Swahili professor. 

Assigned as an outreach educator in 
a town in South Africa, Jon traveled to 
five different elementary schools weekly, 
one school per day. Jon and Zee met at a 
mutual friend’s traditional dance. But soon 
after, Jon had to return to the U.S. to renew 
his visa.

A year later, Jon returned to South Africa 
to bring Zee back to Washington, where he 
had grown up. Zee worked as a paraedu-
cator in an autism program in the Tacoma 
School District, an experience she says has 
helped her become a better teacher. She 
then received her teaching degree from 
Leslie College and began her teaching 
career in the Tacoma and Franklin Pierce 
school districts.

Jon, too, pursued his master’s in educa-

tion through St. Martin’s University. 
“After my experiences in South Africa, it 

became blatantly obvious that education is 
the way to a better life,” he says. “I knew I 
wanted to share that and help others have 
more opportunities.”

So how did they end up in Anacortes? 
The water, naturally.

“We love kayaking, and we would 
always come to Anacortes,” said Zee. 

It brought them to Fidalgo, where they 
are in awe of the kindness and support 
they’ve received.

“The parents are supportive, and the 
kids are motivated to learn,” said Zee. 
“And our colleagues have been so great, 
always willing to help.”

Jon’s looking forward to the writing 
curriculum, and to having students who 
are excited to share their ideas and creativ-
ity. Zee says she is thrilled to be teaching 
reading, and not several subjects like she 
did in Tacoma, so she can bring the highest 
quality to her work.  

Mostly, they’re excited about their 
students.

“At the end of the day, it’s always about 
the kids,” said Jon.

New teachers bring 
local and overseas 
connections to school

Jon and Zee Sheriff joined the faculty of Fidalgo Elementary this year. The two met in South 
Africa and moved to Anacortes from Tacoma. 

Spencer Andrich returned to his alma mater 
this fall to teach social studies. He completed 
his student teaching in Portland, Oregon. 

Andrew Root


