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PROPOSITION 1

Anacortes School District will place two school levy propositions 
on the February 11, 2014 ballot. Below are the two propositions 

and a Q&A to address the core content of each. If you have 
additional questions, please contact Dr. Mark Wenzel, Anacortes 

superintendent, at (360) 293-1210 or mwenzel@asd103.org

The Board of Directors of Anacortes 
School District No. 103 adopted 
Resolution No. 795, concerning a 
proposition to finance educational 
programs, maintenance and operations.  
This proposition would authorize the 
District to meet the educational needs 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS LEVY (ballot language)

Collection Year
2015
2016
2017
2018

Approximate Levy Rate/ 
$1,000 Assessed Value

$1.52
$1.61
$1.61
$1.61

Levy Amount
$7,520,000
$8,095,000
$8,215,000
$8,340,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 795.  Should this proposition be approved?

LEVY . . . YES LEVY . . . NO 

Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  A N S W E R S

HOW HAS THE LOCAL LEVY 
SUPPORTED EXCELLENCE IN 
ANACORTES SCHOOLS? 

As the levy funds one-quarter of 
the budget, it has become a critical 
part of our ability to offer high quality 
programs in academics, arts and extra-
curricular activities. It has also helped 
us attract and retain a highly skilled 
staff and provide first-rate professional 
development. 

The result is successful schools. US 
News & World Report recently ranked 
Anacortes High School in the top five 
percent of high schools in the state, 
based on student achievement data. 
Anacortes High School, Anacortes 
Middle School and Fidalgo Elementary 
have all been recognized by the state 
as “schools of distinction” for student 
performance in reading and math. 

In addition, the district has won 
numerous awards for programs such 
as performing and visual arts, video 
production, robotics, and athletics - 
all supported by the Maintenance & 
Operations levy. The levy also funds 
counselors who support the social-
emotional well-being of our students, 
as well as college/career readiness 
classes such as AVID and highly 
capable programs. 

of its students by levying the following 
excess taxes, in place of an expiring 
levy, on all taxable property within the 
District, for support of the District’s 
General Fund educational programs, 
maintenance and operations expenses:

WHY DO DISTRICTS ASK VOTERS 
TO SUPPORT SCHOOLS THROUGH 
LOCAL MAINTENANCE & 
OPERATIONS (M&O) LEVIES? 

Washington State funds about 64 
percent of the total costs to operate 
our school district. With state cuts 
to local schools in the last five years, 
these levies have grown in importance. 
The Maintenance & Operations 
levy supports about 26 percent of 
the school district’s budget. 

WHAT DOES THE LOCAL 
M&O LEVY SUPPORT?

The local M&O levy supports the 
overall operation of the school district 
and a wide variety of educational 
programs. Levies help fund teacher 
and support positions; classroom 
supplies; textbooks and equipment; 
school safety and security; maintenance 

of buildings and grounds; and staff 
training; support for programs of 
choice; all day kindergarten; education 
for students with special needs; 
extracurricular activities and intramural 
sports; utilities, insurance and fuel; 
student transportation and more. 

HOW DOES THIS M&O LEVY COMPARE 
TO THE ONE PASSED IN 2010? 

The total amount of this levy is about 
$1.2 million higher (on average) per year 
than the previous levy. The district has 
experienced $6 million in cuts from 
the state over the last five years. The 
increased levy will allow the district 
to keep up with increased contractual 
and operational costs, while keeping 
the current educational program intact. 
The increased cost for a $300,000 
homeowner will be about $3 per month.
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PROPOSITION 2
The Board of Directors of Anacortes 

School District No. 103 adopted 
Resolution No. 796, concerning a 
proposition to finance instructional 
technology improvements.  This 
proposition would authorize the District 
to increase student access to technology 

TECHNOLOGY LEVY (ballot language)

Collection Year
2015
2016
2017
2018

Approximate Levy Rate/ 
$1,000 Assessed Value

$0.32
$0.31
$0.31
$0.30

Levy Amount
$1,588,000
$1,588,000
$1,588,000
$1,588,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 796.  Should this proposition be approved?

LEVY . . . YES LEVY . . . NO 

and enhance student learning by 
acquiring and installing instructional 
technology equipment and 
infrastructure, providing technical and 
instructional staffing and support, and 
levying the following excess taxes on 
all taxable property within the District:

WHAT IS A TECHNOLOGY LEVY? 
A technology levy is a state-approved 

funding mechanism for public schools, 
to improve technology infrastructure, 
classroom tools and training to create 
dynamic learning opportunities for 
students. Although Washington State 
recognizes technology’s importance in 
education, it is not fully funded as part of 
basic education. Therefore, each individual 
school district must produce its own 
revenue to fund a district-wide technology 
program.

HAVE OTHER DISTRICTS PASSED 
TECHNOLOGY LEVIES?

Yes, Burlington, Mount Vernon, 
LaConner, Coupeville and Bellingham 
have all passed one or more technology 
levies. Sedro Woolley is proposing a 
technology levy to voters in February 
2014. Many of Puget Sound districts 
have passed technology levies in 
the last eight years. This will be the 
first time Anacortes has proposed a 
technology levy to our voters.

WHERE IS THE GREATEST NEED FOR 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENT IN 
ANACORTES SCHOOLS? 

While our schools have prepared 
students well overall, a lack of technology 
infrastructure, classroom tools and 
teacher training have left a gap in the 
district’s ability to fully ensure that 
students achieve college and career 
readiness. Creating a completely wireless 
environment is the first step. Beyond that, 
the state’s most competitive schools have 
created technology-rich classrooms with 
full student access to tools such as tablets 
or laptops to allow students to collaborate, 
communicate and create content. 

HOW DO THE NEW STATE STANDARDS 
IMPACT TECHNOLOGY IN SCHOOLS? 

Washington State, along with 45 other 
states and the District of Columbia, 
recently adopted Common Core standards 
for reading, writing and math. These 
standards set learning requirements 
for every grade level, focusing on the 4 
“Cs” – critical thinking, collaboration, 
communication and creativity.  

The new standards connect with 
technology in three important ways. 
First, the standards require students to 
use technology to collect, synthesize, 
analyze and publish information. 
Even kindergarteners are required to 
navigate the online world to make sense 
of information. Second, classroom 
technology allows teachers to tap online 
resources and individualize instruction 
so students can learn at their own pace. 
Third, the new standardized tests will 
move completely online in the next two 
years. Improved technology will allow our 
students to be better prepared for these 
tests.

HOW DID THE DISTRICT DEVELOP THE 
TECHNOLOGY PLAN?

A district committee has been 
researching effective technology 
implementation and developing the plan 
for two years. The committee examined 
research, studied leading tech districts 
(including a visit to Vancouver School 
District, recognized for technology 
innovation), and read case studies of 
effective and ineffective school technology 
initiatives. The district conducted a 
technology review and then applied best 
practices to develop the plan.



ANACORTES SCHOOL DISTRICT LEVIES Q&A

SO, WHAT’S THE PLAN  
FOR ANACORTES?

The Anacortes plan draws on the 
research and the experience of other 
successful districts in providing for 
hardware and infrastructure, as well as 
professional development, dedicated 
technology teachers and technology 
maintenance support. As levy funds 
are collected over a four-year period, 
the plans calls for a gradual rollout of 
classroom technology. The plan includes:

 
 Creating a wireless environment 
across schools in 2014-2015

  Achieving a 1:1 ratio of student-to-
technology device (tablet, laptop, or 
other device) in grades 3-12 by 2018 

 Achieving a 1:2 ratio of student-to-
technology device (tablet, laptop, or 
other device) in grades K-2 by 2018

 Providing all teachers with a 
tablet or laptop by 2015

  Professional development for 
all teachers in the effective use 
of technology for engagement, 
collaboration, and individualized learning

 Full time “tech teachers” to 
support teachers in integrating 
technology across classrooms 

 Additional technical maintenance 
support positions to ensure the smooth 
operation of existing and new technology

 Equipment for Career & 
Technical education department 
student course offerings

 Online curriculum and applications 
to enhance student learning
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HOW WILL TECHNOLOGY LEVY FUNDS BE SPENT? 

10%  
Professional 
Development

14%  
Other Hardware/ 

Software  
(Wireless infrastructure  

upgrades, Career & Technical 
Education equipment)

20%  
Technical  

Maintenance Staff
28%  

Classroom Technology 

28%  
Instructional Technology  

Facilitators  
(Tech teachers)

WHAT DOES THE RESEARCH ON 
SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY SHOW?

In 2010, researchers conducted a study 
of technology initiatives in 1,000 schools 
across 49 states. Their findings showed 
three things: 

a) To maximize student achievement, 
classroom technology must reach a 1:1 
student-to-tablet/laptop ratio; 

b) For technology initiatives to be 
successful, students and teachers need 
consistent training and expertise. The 
most effective model has proved to be 
full-time “tech teachers” whose sole job 
is to support students and teachers in 
effectively integrating technology into 
classroom learning;

c) Effective technology initiatives require 
robust technology support across the 
entire district. For teachers and students 
to increase access to and utilization 
of technology, they must have well-
maintained and reliable systems.

HOW DO ANACORTES’ TAX RATES COMPARE TO NEIGHBORING DISTRICTS IN 2013?

ANACORTES 
DISTRICT

Oak Harbor 
District

Sedro-Woolley
District

Burlington 
District

LaConner
District

Mount Vernon 
District

$2.78

$4.93 $5.43 $5.69
$6.54

LOCAL LEVY/BOND TAX RATE
(Source: Skagit County Auditor)    

$0.36 increase for 2015 Maintenance & Operations and Technology Levy Rate
Current $2.13 Anacortes District Tax Rate 

$2.49 


