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College, here we come!

The district’s technology plan 
calls for a rollout of student 
devices to kindergarten 

through third grade classrooms 
next year. Third grade classrooms 
will achieve a ratio of one device 
per student in September, while 
kindergarten, first and second 
grade classrooms will reach a ra-
tio of one device per two students 
in January 2016. 

The rollout is part of a carefully 
planned technology initiative, 
with support from a third party 
educational technology expert. 

“Upon passage of the technol-
ogy levy last year, we launched 
a community-based Technol-
ogy Advisory Group with local 
residents who had relevant career 
experience,” said superintendent 
Mark Wenzel. “One of their first 
recommendations was to hire a 
project manager to ensure the 
smooth flow of the initiative over 
the four years.”   

The district hired Thuan Nguy-
en, a nationally recognized consul-
tant who has overseen technology 
initiatives in about a dozen school 
districts. Based on recommenda-

tions from Nguyen, the district 
has focused on infrastructure such 
as system capacity, the quality of 
future device purchases, a plan 
for professional development, 
digital citizenship and safe-use 
policies.

“The big idea is to go slow so 
we get it right,” said Wenzel. “We 
need to have a solid foundation 
before we scale this across the 
district. Many school districts 
have made mistakes because 
they’ve gone too fast – deployed 
the technology before they were 

truly ready for it. We’re trying to 
avoid those mistakes.” 

This year, eight classrooms 
across the district have boasted 
a ratio of one device per student. 
These pilot classrooms have of-
fered lessons in device manage-
ment, appropriate software and 
teacher support. 

The decision to start with third 
grade allows younger students 
to build skills with the technol-
ogy – and have it accessible to 
them throughout their careers in 
Anacortes schools. A high school 

deployment would be more com-
plicated, as many classes have 
students from multiple grade 
levels in them. The district also 
needs more time to work on plans 
that would allow high school 
students to take the tech devices 
home, once the initiative reaches 
grades nine through 12. Research 
shows that the most effective 
high school technology initiatives 
adopt such a “take home” model.   

Creating the right 
conditions

“Technology has the power to 
transform teaching and learn-
ing, but we have to create the 
conditions for it to be successful,” 
said Cindy Simonsen, director 
of teaching and learning. “The 
technology itself won’t change 
the learning experience for our 
students. The question is: How 
can we best leverage this tool 
to support teachers in creating 
lessons that maximize student 
thinking and engagement?” 

The district’s technology ini-
tiative is supported by the tech-
nology levy passed by voters 
in February 2014. The district 
receives funds, levied through 
property taxes, over a four-year 
period from 2015 to 2018. The 
district’s technology plan calls 
for the expenditure of the funds 
as they come into district coffers 
and will result in one device per 
student in third through twelfth 
grade by 2018.  

District tech plan moves forward

About 60 people joined 
two community meet-
ings on April 15 at the 

district office to discuss the 
design bond process and offer 
feedback on the project. 

“We were really pleased 
with the turnout and the level 
of engagement,” said super-
intendent Mark Wenzel. “We 
received a lot of verbal and 
written feedback. Participants 
seemed energized by the high 
school project and the opportu-
nity to share their thoughts.” 

At the beginning of the 
meeting, Wenzel and AHS 
principal Jon Ronngren out-
lined the design and construc-
tion process. Then architect 
Kevin Oremus shared big ideas 
of 21st Century high school 
design such as how schools 
seamlessly integrate technol-
ogy, create flexible classroom 
spaces that can accommodate 
different kinds of learners, and 
opportunities for sustainability. 

“We need to build a school 
that will last 50 or 60 years, 
accommodate for change 
over time, and represent the 
Anacortes community,” said 
Oremus. “It’s a tremendous 
opportunity.”

Layers of feedback
The design process calls for 

multiple layers of feedback be-
tween now and June. Separate 
design committees have been 
formed to advise the design of 
Rice Field and the war memo-
rial. A third advisory group, 
the Project Advisory Team, is a 
32-member committee that will 
meet six times between April 
and June to serve as the “think 
tank” for the overall project. 
They help steer the design by 
addressing such questions as: 

How can we design a school 
for different kinds of people 
and personalities?

What does an ideal class-
room look like?

How will the new AHS / 
CSHS prepare students for 
both careers and college?

How do the various spaces 
connect?

Is the school sustainable? 
How will the school repre-

sent the values of Anacortes?  
The Project Advisory Team 

will work with the architect, 
school officials and project 
manager Marc Estvold in 
reviewing feedback from com-
munity, staff and student focus 
groups in creating a document 
that outlines a vision for the 
school, as well as the specific 
educational spaces and their 
relationship to each other. 

High school 
design  
process 
takes off

Cont. on Page 9

Anacortes High School seniors Hope Hurtado (Naval Academy), Ross Atterbery (Oregon State University), 
Connor Hayes (Washington State University), Trinity Lang (University of Washington) and Maeve McCracken 
(Mount Holyoke or Whitman College) proudly hold letters of college acceptance earlier this month at school. 
Other students are pursuing trade skills at technical colleges, entering the military or joining the workforce. The 
Class of 2015 graduation takes place June 12 at 7 pm. 

Fidalgo Elementary sixth graders Kayla Pierce and Rosa McFad-
den work on a group project to design and build wind turbines 
during a recent class. The hands-on project integrates technol-
ogy into student learning.
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SHOUT
OUTS

campus clean-up

Nine students from the Anacortes 
Hawks sixth grade SWISH 
basketball team – Jade Mar-

tinez, Logan Rose, Ethan Harris, 
Mason Gerondale, Isaac Paul, Isaac 
Ree, Brock Illston, Ben Fountain 
and Kaya Fountain – recently lent 
their talents to cleaning our campus. 
They cleaned off the north side black 
top and sidewalks, filled in the swing 
divots and did a quick trash pickup 
around the school. What a great gift. 
Thank you students, coach Andy 
Fountain and parents who also helped! 

Flora Tenzler, 
Head custodian

Island View Elementary

student writing

This is an exuberant shout out to 
the dedicated teachers in the ASD 
who work hard each day to address 

the needs of their students.  As a retired 
teacher and active school volunteer, I 
have the privilege of supporting teachers, 
in the area of literacy, across the district.  
In doing so, I have witnessed intentional 
instruction, the implementation of learn-
ing targets, assessments to inform future 
teaching, and a strong belief in every 
child’s ability to learn. Our teachers are 
consummate professionals, in every sense 
of the word, and it’s a joy to know them! 
In working on the student writing supple-
ment in this issue of Anacortes Pride, I 
was amazed by the mountain of student 
writing teachers shared with me. While 
we could not include everything, it was 
all honored and appreciated. 

Sherry Chavers, volunteer

administrative support

Shannon Gilbert stepped into the role 
as Cap Sante High School administra-
tor over the summer. At  the same time 

she became the assistant principal at Island 
View Elementary, providing additional el-
ementary support, and training a new ELL 
director.  Despite the incredible pull on 
her time, she has never once complained, 
nor has she made us feel that we are any 
less valued than her other positions.  She 
responds promptly when issues come up, 
and  keeps a wonderful sense of humor at 
all times.  Well done, Shannon!

Kim Stamper, teacher

middle school engagement 

I would like to give a shout out to Kevin 
Schwartz in his interim vice principal 
role at the middle school in the after-

noons. His natural engagement with the 
students is noticed and appreciated,  as 
well as his calm demeanor in stressful 
situations. He is definitely an asset to the 
team at the middle school! 

Tina Hoxie, parent 

exciting yacht tour

White Night Yachts recently hosted 
high school special education 
students and middle and high 

school English language learners for a tour 
of the 88-foot luxury yacht being built. 
They were outstanding in their taking 
time to tour and educate the kids about 
advanced ship building. Students learned 
about modern carbon fiber technology and 
viewed demonstrations of vacuum mould-
ing of custom parts used in construction. 
Students also viewed the interior of the 
yacht and learned about finish carpentry 
and modern materials used in interior boat 
construction. They were invited back later 
this spring to view electrical and engine/
generator installation and progress in the 
build. Community partners make a differ-
ence in our students’ education. 

Richard Riddell, teacher

swim supporters

Thank you to two dedicated volunteers 
who support the high school Swim & 
Dive team.  Gary Sturdy and Larry 

Pyke have given their time to keep score 
and operate the timing system for over two 
decades for both AHS Boys & Girls seasons. 
We appreciate them. 

Christine Mathes, Parent

approachable and helpful

AHS counselor Jean Lungren has a 
huge heart and has always been 
there when we needed her. We are a 

military family that moved here three years 
ago. Our son will be leaving for his senior 
year, and we will miss her immensely!  Our 
oldest, Caleb, has been blessed to have 
Jean as his counselor.  She went out of her 
way to ensure that Caleb settled in and 
felt good with his classes. She is approach-
able to students and parents – and that 
is like gold! Whenever I’ve gone into the 
counseling office, everyone is so helpful. 
We’ve moved around a lot, and although 
this should be the case everywhere, it’s not. 
Thank you, Jean, and the rest of the staff! 

Mindy Voorheis, parent 

let’s cycle! 

I’d like to recognize Kevin Foss, a local 
community member who is coaching a 
co-ed middle and high school cycling 

team (http://washingtonleague.org). The 
team placed at the top of the heap recently 
in their first race of the season. The group 
rides two to three times a week in the 
ACFL.  It’s really great to see so many 

young people enjoying our forest lands 
and outdoor recreation. Kevin also started 
a local International Mountain Biking As-
sociation chapter called the Fidalgo Trail 
Riders (https://www.facebook.com/
fidalgotrailriders) a couple of years ago.  
This group is helping to build and maintain 
trails in the ACFL and help young riders 
learn new bike skills.  

Jim Thompson, teacher

art club

I’d like to give a shout out to Lisa Kuhn-
lein, who had the great idea to start an 
Art Club at Mt. Erie Elementary this 

year. Different instructors from the com-
munity have instructed art club students 
on several types of art projects including 
collage, painting, watercolor, drawing, 
knitting, and even a project involving dance 
and movement as it applies to visual art. 
Lisa spends a lot of time and energy volun-
teering her time and creative ideas to give 
our elementary kids more opportunities for 
art, which is so important! Thank you, Lisa! 

Jill McDougall

student helper

A very big shout out to eighth grader, 
Forrest Pesaturo, who volunteers 
three afternoons a week in my Life 

Skills classroom. He enjoys working with 
all the students and always jumps right in to 
assist staff in any way needed. The students 
love spending time working with Forrest 
and his patience and kind heart really shine 
through in our room! Thank you for all you 
do, Forrest! 

MaryJo Christenson, teacher

fitness guru

A shout out to PE teacher Jeff 
Thomas who is taking time to 
do 10 minutes of extra exer-

cise for students each morning. The 
students are getting stronger core 
muscles and they are able to focus 
better when returning to class.  Since 

there is not room for all students in 
the gym, he has made an exercise video 

for teachers and students to use in the 
classroom.  Now, each morning classes 
all over Fidalgo Elementary are working 
their bodies and preparing their brains 
for learning!

Danica Kelly, teacher

super women

We have seven super women in 
our three elementary schools this 
year, but they don’t wear shiny, 

superhero outfits.  They are AmeriCorps 
members who are devoting one year of 
community service through the Wash-
ington Reading Corps to help struggling 
readers learn to read and learn to love 
reading. Kudos go out to Sarah Crush and 
Julie Grant at Island View, Amber and 
Leslie Paszkowski at Mt. Erie and Amanda 
Rana, Laura Spehar and Christine Valdez 
at Fidalgo. Amber, Leslie and Amanda also 
partner with the Boys & Girls Club and con-
tinue to support these same students at the 
Club every afternoon. Thank you for being 
our unsung heroes and working alongside 
staff to make a positive difference!  Your 
passion and compassion have made the 
school year one of hope and accomplish-
ment for hundreds of students!  

Jayne Branch 
Volunteer coordinator

creative stories

Gail Brand is a language specialist 
working with a deaf student here at 
AMS. She is dedicated to children 

and uses her creativity to write stories for 
them to read. In these stories she usually 
works individual students into the story. 
This year she also volunteers in a kin-
dergarten class at Island View, where she 
teaches sign language through story and 
song.  Gail is a gentle, caring woman, who 
has a heart for children – her number one 
priority.  She is a joy to work alongside as 
we watch students progress in their educa-
tional maturity. 

Sharon Hannah and Brian Hanrahan

amazing contributor

During her time at Anacortes High 
School, Janelle Miner has consis-
tently provided an incredible level 

of support and commitment to our stu-
dents, staff and parents.   A few examples 
of this include assisting with the register-
ing of students for a record 400 AP exams 
this spring and  participating on the high 
school’s Building Assessment Team  (BAT) 
which developed a very complicated as-
sessment schedule this year that includes 
the new Smarter Balanced assessments.  
Janelle has gone above and beyond on nu-
merous occasions this year.  

Janelle pays close attention to the assess-
ment news flooding in from the state and 
ensures that staff are kept in the loop by 
sharing the always changing assessment 
rules, regulations, and requirements.  As 
she prepares for her “second” retirement at 
the end of the school year, we remain 
thankful for her presence and professional-
ism each day.  Janelle will be sorely missed 
next year. We can only hope to replace 
her with an individual who possesses 
these valuable skills that help us reach our 
goal of preparing students to be ready for 
college and careers.

Cindy Simonsen,  
teaching and learning director
Jon Ronngren, AHS principal 

Shannon Gilbert Gail Brand

Members of the Anacortes Hawks sixth grade SWISH basketball  team earned a 
shout out for their efforts to pick up trash on the Island View Elementary campus. 

The high school cycling team celebrates first place at the Washington Student 
Cycling League’s first race of the season in Port Gamble on March 29. Volunteer 
coaches are Dale King (far left), Julie Gold (front middle), Kevin Foss (far right) 
and Matt Wallace (not pictured). 
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MORE
SHOUTS

This spring, Ana-
cortes students 
in grades three 

to eight and grade 
11 will take assess-
ments tied to the new 
Washington state 
learning standards in 
English and math. The 
tests – called Smarter 
Balanced Assessments 
– represent a host of 
challenges and oppor-

tunities. I’ve listed a few key points and 
observations below. My goal is to build 
awareness about the tests themselves and 
reflect out loud about what they mean for 
our students.

1. The content: The tests have two parts 
– a short answer/multiple choice section 
and a separate “performance task.” The 
math performance task is a multi-step 
math exercise based on a real scenario 
such as the costs associated with a trip to 
the zoo. The language arts performance 
task involves reading or listening to 
three or more passages on a single topic, 
answering three research questions about 
them, and then writing a long, narrative, 
argumentative or  informational article. 
Citing evidence from multiple sources is 
expected. 

2. Increased rigor: The new standards 

require higher levels of thinking. In 
math, for example, students must show a 
deeper conceptual understanding, greater 
procedural fluency (the ability to compute 
quickly and accurately), and the ability to 
apply mathematical knowledge to a wide 
array of real-life problems. In English, stu-
dents are expected to read more complex 
material with academic vocabulary and 
use evidence to present careful analysis. 
As the assessments are based on these 
standards, they too are more challenging.   

3. Integrating technology: The new 
tests are all online. The tests are “adap-
tive” – the questions students face depend 
on the answers they provide as they go. 
If they get a string of correct answers, the 
items will get progressively difficult. An 
incorrect answer, meanwhile, generates an 
easier question. 

It has been a challenge to organize the 
logistics. Our new technology initiative 
will help address this once we get class-
room devices fully deployed over the next 
three years. In the meantime, we remain 
reliant on computer labs. Hats off to our 
principals, front office and tech staff for 
organizing schedules and making sure 
students have enough time to complete 
the tests to the best of their ability. 

4. Lower achievement rates: One of the 
messages coming from the state is that 

scores will decline noticeably this year. 
This happens when we get new standards, 
accompanied by new tests. When the 
Washington Assessment of Student Learn-
ing (WASL) emerged with new standards 
in 1997, just 21 percent of fourth graders 
in our state met standard in math. That 
state figure rose to 61 percent over time as 
the standards became more familiar.

Last year when the new test was 
piloted, 31 percent of fourth graders 
achieved a “proficient” (passing) score in 
math which is similar to when the WASL 
was the new test. While 74 percent of 
Anacortes fourth graders were proficient 
on state assessments in 2013, we expect 
that number to be lower due to the new 
test and new standards. Some students 
who are used to passing the state tests 
might find they don’t pass the new tests. 
Those students and their parents should 
not interpret such results as the students’ 
failure, but rather as a new baseline for 
moving forward with learning the new 
skills.

5. Our kids are hanging in there. Test 
developers estimate the assessments 
take a total of seven to eight hours. In 
our district’s case, the time is divided 
among several days over several weeks 
to allow students to do their best. So far, 
the reports are encouraging. While we’ve 
had a few hiccups with the technology, 

the program has worked fine overall and 
students are engaged in the work. We’re 
appreciative to parents and students for 
making sure the basics are taken care of: 
good nutrition, exercise and sleep. Com-
bined, these things make a difference on 
test day. 

I want to close with a word of opti-
mism. While these new tests raise the bar 
for students and school staff in Ana-
cortes and beyond, I believe the expec-
tations represented in them will truly 
benefit our students over time. Critical 
thinking – the ability to see multiple 
perspectives, to use evidence to support 
claims, and to apply new learning to 
problems – is both an age-old skill and 
a 21st Century skill. These standards and 
tests demand higher levels of thinking 
and performance – and our students will 
be the better for it. 

At the same time, we must not forget 
that an inspirational education includes 
the arts, athletics and human connec-
tions. A huge part of learning for young 
people is social interaction, collaboration 
and creativity. Anacortes schools have a 
proud tradition of putting relationships 
first. We need to continue doing so. 

By embracing the demands of rigorous 
standards and celebrating the impor-
tance of a well-rounded education, we 
will help prepare students for vibrant, 
meaningful lives in the decades ahead.

district gratitude 
On behalf of our students, staff and the 

school board, we would like to extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to the community for 
your support in passing the bond in the 
February 2015 election. Our voter turnout 
of 61 percent was the highest among 27 
districts across the state that placed a bal-
lot measure before voters. The Anacortes 
community is highly engaged and sup-
portive of schools. Our commitment is to 
deliver a high quality high school, on time 
and on budget, with robust community 
engagement. This is an important project. 
We will work hard to honor the trust you 
have placed in us. 

Bobbilyn Hogge, 
school board president

Mark Wenzel, superintendent 

‘my son’s eyes light up’
Linda Lewis will never know how 

special she is to our family. The difference 
that she has made in so many children’s 
lives deserves recognition! As a physical 
therapist, she has given us many tools 
and support along the way. She has been 
integral in helping my son with his devel-
opment, learning new skills and building 
self-esteem. My son’s eyes light up just 
mentioning Linda’s name. She truly cares 
for him. 

Crista Engom, parent

thank you, volunteers
I am so grateful for the community and 

parent volunteers for their commitment to 
our classroom and learning.  Sue Turner, 
Tanya Bayley, Sarah Meyhoff, Jessica 
Cantrell, Heidi Harris, Selina Ramsden, 
and Teru Lundsten come in at least once 
every week and spend hours reading one 
on one with students, supporting them in 
their math skills, and preparing materials 
for our classroom. Thank you for your time 
and dedication! 

Julie Riccardi, teacher

above and beyond
I’d like to thank Vicki Evans at the 

middle school for always being so cheer-
ful, willing to help and resourceful. For 
example, one time when my son forgot his 
signed permission slip for a band event at 
home – also an assignment impacting his 
grade being posted to his report card that 
day –  Vicki got a copy of what we needed 
from Mr. Simensen, faxed it to me at work 
(I work out of town) and then helped make 
sure the signed copy got to Mr. Simensen. 
I know this required extra running around 
for her, but it really saved the day! I so ap-
preciate her “we-can-get-it-done” attitude. 

 Catherin Carter, parent

principal art
I would like to give a shout out to Fidalgo 

principal Tara Dowd. Our third grade writ-
ing unit called for students to write and 
deliver a speech to our principal trying to 
convince her to make a change in our school. 
My third graders attempted to persuade 
Mrs. Dowd to hire an art specialist. While 
Mrs. Dowd didn’t have the resources to hire 
the specialist, she instead offered to come in 
and deliver an art lesson to them. It turned 
out to be a three-day lesson on the artist 
Miro. She linked the lesson to our writing 
learning target and engaged students with 
peer discourse around several of Miro’s 
paintings. They had an opportunity to 
sketch, and then produce two works of art. 
They absolutely loved the lesson and their 
final products were amazing. To top it off, 

Tara displayed their work on our classroom 
bulletin board. I am so appreciative of the ef-
fort she put into preparing for and delivering 
this highly engaging lesson.

Megan Anderson, teacher

positive addition
Ron Hodgin, our new AHS custodian, is 

such a positive addition to our building.  His 
pride and dedication to making AHS shine is 
visibly noticeable.  He is a tireless supporter 
of our students in athletics and even trav-
eled to state for our boys basketball team’s 
state run. Within a week of school starting, I 
started hearing students commenting about 
what a nice and helpful guy the new custo-
dian was.  And, every day he shows his AHS 
pride by wearing purple! 

Cheryl Robison, AHS teacher

fantastic tutors
Community volunteers Janine Prichard 

and Diane White both volunteer to tutor 
one of my students in reading. They com-
mit not only their time and effort, but a 
whole lot of patience since this student 
needs a lot of support. As a teacher, it is 
so helpful to have resources to help me try 
to get ALL my students up to standards. 
I couldn’t even dream of accomplishing 
this without the help of others – especially 
these fantastic tutors. Thanks so much, Ja-
nine and Diane! You make a big difference.

Kelly Graham, teacher

support for my daughter
Jean Crookes is a para educator in Mary-

Jo Christenson’s life skills class at Island 
View Elementary. Jean has been wonderful 
with my daughter, Nicole, and has been 
cutting her bangs and putting her hair in 
braids. I wanted her to know how much 
I appreciate what she does. All the para 
educators in Nicole’s class work very hard. 
MaryJo has been wonderful with Nicole 
as well. I feel so blessed to have Nicole in 
such a great class, with great kids. 

Christina Coffey, parent

music appreciation
The Seahawk Music Boosters would like 

to give a big shout out to the Anacortes 
Arts Festival for a generous contribution 
that allowed the school band program to 
purchase six electronic keyboards, eight 
headphone sets and eight splitters last 
spring. In addition, they donated funds to 
help purchase a new tuba for this school 
year and bring a top musical group to Ana-
cortes in the 2015-16 school year.  These 
instruments, equipment and events would 
not exist without the financial backing of 
the Anacortes Arts Festival. We greatly 
appreciate your support for the music 
programs that flourish in the Anacortes 
School District!

Julia Lee and the 
Seahawk Music Boosters

Diane White and Janine Prichard 

Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

Fidalgo Elementary third grade teacher Megan Anderson and principal Tara 
Dowd celebrate art with Sadie Petitclerc, Riley Kitchens and Maritza Troxclair. 
Dowd earned a shout out for leading an art project based on the work of Spanish 
painter Joan Miro.
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Seventh graders huddle in 
small groups, discussing 
various ways to solve a ratio-

percent problem. It’s called “turn 
and talk.” They have two minutes 
to work independently, then two 
minutes to work with classmates. 

As they near a workable so-
lution, excitement builds. But 
solving the problem is not the 
only goal. The work leading up 
to it is just as important. This 
productive struggle, explains 
middle school math teacher Karin 
Cooper, makes for better math 
students. They are required to 
look at all the information, come 
up with a plan, out of many pos-
sibilities, and be able to execute 
it. In this way, students learn 
math practices, or ways of work-
ing on math, in addition to math 
concepts.

The math practices are one part 
of the Washington State Learning 
Standards for math. Students in 
third through eighth grade, as 
well as high school juniors, will 
take state tests on the new stan-
dards this spring. 

District math coach Jennie Bel-
tramini says there’s no new math, 
per se, in the new standards. The 
biggest difference between them 
and previous ones is the sequenc-
ing of skills and where teachers 
put their focus. In the past, teach-
ers would go wide, teaching many 
skills. Now they are going deeper 
in specific areas of focus. 

Deeper focus
For example, grades 3-5 now 

focus on multiplication, division 
and fractions. They might still 
encounter geometry, but it will 
always be connected back to a 
deeper understanding of multi-
plication or fractions. 

One of the drivers for the new 
standards was the high number 
of students entering college and 
needing remedial classes in math, 
according to superintendent 
Mark Wenzel. Another was the 
“huge number” of standards fac-
ing American students. 

 “In looking at high performing 
countries in Asia and elsewhere, 
researchers realized that students 
in those places learned fewer 
standards but mastered them 
much more effectively,” said 
Wenzel. “Students had a much 
better foundation because the 
system took the time to help them 
understand the conceptual basis 

of the math.” 
Anacortes Middle School 

eighth grade math teacher Nate 
Dunham says the new standards 
have major implications for 
student learning. In the past, stu-
dents could get by on memoriza-
tion. Now they need to be able to 
do several things around one con-
tent idea because the expectation 
is that they have a greater depth 
of knowledge. Simply knowing 
the answer is no longer sufficient. 

“Students now do multiple-
step problems, different types 
of problems, and the thinking 
is more critical, less formulaic,” 
says Beltramini.

Dunham adds that students 
need to learn to be learners, take 
good notes, talk to each other, and 
recognize their own mistakes. 

Working together
It’s not just the students who 

must work closer together to mas-
ter learning math. Teachers have 
ramped up their teamwork to 
offer the best possible instruction. 

The middle school math depart-
ment, comprised of Cooper, Dun-
ham and seventh grade teacher 
Jason Morgenthaler, collaborate 
by continually sharing ideas and 
materials. They also use assess-
ments to inform their teaching. 

For example, low scores on 
quizzes or on a specific homework 
assignment might alert a teacher 
that a particular concept is not 
being grasped and therefore must 
be reviewed or approached differ-
ently. Teachers share assessment 
results and discuss student learn-
ing challenges during Wednesday 
morning collaborative time. 

In addition, the department 
works to incorporate the four 
C’s of learning into its lessons: 
collaboration, critical thinking, 
creativity and communication. 
Cooper says integrating the four 
C’s is something good math teach-
ers have always done. But now, 
because the standards also focus 
on math practices, it’s easier to 
identify in one’s teaching.

Increased rigor
The math standards have other 

impacts on teaching as well. Dun-
ham says his class is more rigor-
ous because the concepts require 
critical thinking. He’s asking more 
high-level questions to help his 
students prepare for the assess-
ment this spring. 

“Students will need to know 
how to identify where a mistake 
was made in a given problem, 
explain why, and then correct it. 
So I need to be asking those kinds 

of questions all along,” he said.
This, in turn, leads to a deeper 

understanding for future math 
classes and life applications. 

“Once they get to algebra, 
memorization just doesn’t work. 
It’s too abstract, and so under-
standing concepts becomes key,” 
said Dunham. 

Algebra is, therefore, a “gate-
way” class. Typically, Algebra 1 
is taught at the eighth or ninth 
grade. From there, students move 
on to geometry and Algebra 2. 

Cindy Simonsen, director of 
teaching and learning, says these 
three classes (Algebra 1 and 2 
and geometry) are expected by 
most technical and community 
colleges. So even if students don’t 
go on to the university level, they 
will encounter algebra in most 
prerequisite classes.

Simonsen says one more impact 
of new standards is that teachers 
have had to totally revise their 
curriculum. 

“I feel really proud of our teach-
ers,” she said. “They’ve made 
shifts and are clear on their un-
derstanding of the standards. It’s 
a tremendous amount of work to 
teach the new standards well.” 

For more information on the 
Washington State Learning Stan-
dards, visit www.k12.wa.us/
corestandards.

Making the news
A sixth grade project at 

Fidalgo Elementary recently 
made the news when it was 
included in a story on proj-
ect based learning published 
by the International Society 
of Technology in Education 
(ISTE). ISTE is the nation’s 
leading organization for 
technology in K-12 educa-
tion.

The report noted: “The 
project, called Ancient Mes-
opotamia Farming, required 
students to build a working 
model of a river system 
that solves the problems of 
drought during planting 
season, flooding during 
harvest season and the basic 
transportation of water 
to fields. Students used 
Google Sheets to collect data 
on their stream tables in 
science class and to gather 
collaborative data. Working 
in both science and social 
studies classes, students also 
created presentations that 
showcased their learning 
using pictures, video and 
drawings of the systems 
they built. Because the stu-
dents live in a community 
that includes various irriga-
tion systems, they were able 
to connect their learning 
about ancient irrigation to 
current methods.” 

Teachers Danica Kelly 
and Kristen Downs spear-
headed the project, with 
support from instructional 
technology facilitator Mary 
Elizabeth Pearson. 

Dance recital
Anacortes High School 

seniors Ailin Goff, Trinity 
Lang, Jaclyn Lofgren, Matti 
Masten, Maeve McCracken, 
Hannah Mooney, Sahale 
Riedel and Brenna Ware will 
present a senior showcase 
on May 8 at 6:30 and May 
9 at 2:00 and 6:30 in the 
Fidalgo DanceWorks Annex 
at 901 3rd Street.  The eight 
students have been dancing 
together for 15 years. In the 
program, they will perform 
dances choreographed by 
six of the students. “They 
are an extraordinary group, 
and this is an opportunity to 
show what they are capable 
of,” said instructor Glynna 
Goff. Admission is free. 

Memorial  
Advisory Group 

A community-based 
group is forming to provide 
feedback to the steering 
committee for the new 
veterans’ memorial at Rice 
Field. The plan calls for 
the veterans’ memorial 
to become part of a plaza 
entering Rice Field. The 
field upgrade is part of the 
Anacortes High School 
project, approved by voters 
in the February election.  

The steering committee 
includes co-chairs Matt 
Miller and Eric Johnson, 
Dick Iversen, Bob Papada-
kis, Bob Hyde, Chris Long 
and Betty Mooney. This 
group is charged with mak-
ing a recommendation for 
the memorial to the school 
board. The community 
advisory group, open to the 
public, will allow the steer-
ing committee to expand 
community participation in 
the design process. Inter-
ested parties should contact 
the steering committee at 
AnacortesMemorial@gmail.
com

What is the big shift  
or focus in math?

There is more of an emphasis on reasoning 
and making sense of what is being asked. 
For example, rather than just asking what 
the formula for volume is, fifth graders have 
to figure out “how many books will fit into 
this box.” It challenges kids to think of math 
in real-world terms. 

What are the major components 
of the new standards? 

There are three. First, procedural fluency 
requires students to do the procedure with 
ease and accuracy. For example, in third 
grade, multiplication facts are learned and 
will then be used to calculate the volume of 
the box, but the multiplication part should 
come easily. Second, conceptual learning 
requires students to make sense of the math, 
reason and explain. For example, what does 
volume mean? Third, students must be able 
to apply the math to situations outside of the 
textbook. The problem goes from a formula 
for volume to “How many books can be 
packed into this box?” These three ideas are 

being taught in equal pursuit and are really 
being driven by the eight math practices in 
connection with the content. The practices are 
really just patterns of good math behaviors.

How do teachers differentiate  
for students at varying levels?

The goal is for every student to meet his 
grade level standard. So for the most part 
teachers are not teaching different grade 
level content. What they’re doing is provid-
ing more support for the struggling students, 
perhaps scaffolding more, and going deeper 
for advanced students, offering more complex 
problems. But all students are being taught 
the same grade level skill.

What is your role as  
district math coach?

I partner with teachers, really – brain-
storming, collaborating and facilitating 
math learning. I help teachers plan instruc-
tion that can maximize the student thinking 
required by the new standards. I also help 
teachers develop assessments at grade level 
meetings which really means starting with 

the end in mind. Good curriculum and 
assessment starts with the goal, where you 
want students to be at the end of each unit, 
and works back from there. 

What can parents do  
to help their students?

As a starting point, ask your child’s 
teacher what the fluency standards are and 
work on those. In that way, you’ll be sup-
porting what the teacher is already doing. 
Also, for those that might not understand 
a student’s assignments, ask him/her to 
explain it to you, have him/her teach you. 
Research shows the best way to become 
better at something is to teach it to someone 
else. Finally, if your student can’t explain 
something to you, communicate that back 
to the teacher.

IN BRIEF Math standards require new level of critical thinking

Anacortes Middle School teacher Karin Cooper engages Aynslee King and other seventh grad-
ers during a recent class. Cooper promotes collaboration, conceptual understanding and creative 
problem-solving in her classroom.

Q and A with Jennie Beltramini
d i s t r i c t  m a t h  c o a c h

Jennie Beltramini
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Celebrate Student Writing
Kindergarten - 3rd grade

Task:  State an opinion and  
give supporting details.

Andrew Rodman                                     
Fidalgo, kindergarten                      
We should have more playgrounds.     
1. We only have two playgrounds.                              
2. We have lots of kids.                            

Task: Research a topic and write  
a report telling others what you  
have learned.

Snakes (excerpt)
Peyton Dowell
Fidalgo, first grade
Snakes live in rocks, bushes and forests.
Snakes shed their skin. Some are poisonous and 
some are not.
Some people have pet snakes.  That would be 
fun. Unless it was deadly.
Pet snakes are a big responsibility.

Penguins (excerpt)
Olivia Hall
Island View, first grade
Baby penguins come from eggs.
The dad takes care of the egg.  
The mom comes back and feeds the chick.
Penguins need food just like people.
They eat fish, krill and crab.

Task:  Write a poem creating images 
and using figurative language.

Snow
Rylin Lang
Fidalgo, second grade
Sledding down the hill,
About to crash into a tree,
I jump off and run!

Peace
Keith Cox
Fidalgo, second grade
Peace is like a sunset and sunrise
Peace looks like eagles flying
It sounds like a stream flowing
And it can be calm waters
But peace is always quiet

Peace 
Tyler Mattingly
Fidalgo, third grade
Peace is like a tree whispering
Peace is like roses blooming
Peace sounds like children playing
And it can be the moonlit night sky
Peace is always calm.

Task:  Write an informational  
‘expert’ text with an inviting 
introduction, supporting details,  
and an effective conclusion.

Bees and How to Keep Them  
(excerpt)
Elie Vorel
Island View, third grade

Bees are a very nice thing to have around if you 
know how to properly take care of them.

If you would like to order bees, first you need to 
get the basics: a smoker, a bee suit, and all the 
parts for a hive. Then you must order your bees. 
Also, remember to order your queen separately 
from the worker bees and drones. She will come 

in a cage that unlocks only when you set her in 
the hives, and drones will eat the sugar cube that 
keeps her in the cage. The queen flies out of her 
cage and Ta-Da!  The kingdom has a queen. Bees 
have a life span of about a month, so the moment 
the queen gets there, she starts making more bees 
with drones.  The only purpose that the queen has 
in a hive is to mate with drones and produce more 
bees.

Task:  Write a “small moment” 
narrative story, focusing on a 
specific event in your life.

The Huge Spider (excerpt)
Sammie Baker
Island View, third grade

My grandma told us we should come help her 
weed. She loves her garden neat. It was steaming 
hot outside. It felt like I was in a hot tub turned up 
the whole way! My sister, Jenna, and I each had 
our bucket to fill. When Jenna was finally finished 
filling her bucket, she took it to my grandma’s 
wheelbarrow. We checked if she had any flowers 
in her bucket. She had no flowers…but she did 
have a spider! Jenna screamed, and my grandma 
had a disgusted look on her face.

Task:  Make an opinion statement  
and then support it with evidence.

Soccer is Awesome
Addy Conley
Mt. Erie, second grade

Soccer is a very good sport. It stretches your 
body, but it mostly stretches your legs. Here is 
what you need to play soccer: cleats, a water 
bottle, a team shirt, and your color of team socks.  
And a ponytail for girls, but nothing for boys.

Evil Fries
A.J. Miller
Mt. Erie, second grade

McDonald’s fries are not real fries. They are not 
made out of real potatoes. McDonald’s fries are 
not healthy and are bad for you. You should only 
eat them once a year if you like them.

Task: Write informational text  
in a book of several chapters.

Parakeets (excerpt)
Sadie Petitclerc
Fidalgo, third grade
Chapter 4: The Cage

If you get a parakeet, the cage should not 
be made of toxic metals such as zinc, lead, or 
brass. Stainless steel is best or powder coated.  
Do not put your parakeet in a cage that is rusted 
or chipping paint...even just a little bit. And if you 
want to repaint it  — DON’T!  Why? Because it 
could hurt your parakeet. The cage should be at 
least 18x24. Just buy the biggest cage possible.  
Width is more important than height. Why? 
Because parakeets fly horizontally.

P.E. (excerpt)
Ian McCracken
Island View, second grade
Table of Contents:
Alien Tag    Chapter 1
Jogging       Chapter 2
Line Tag     Chapter 3
Stretching   Chapter 4
Blob Tag    Chapter 5

Chapter 1: Alien Tag
If you want to play alien tag, you first need 

at least eight players…five taggers and three 
people who are not taggers. And a gym and 
three jerseys. Go to the middle of the gym if 
you are a tagger and wait for the music to start.  
When it does, start running for it!

Skiing (excerpt)
Aileen Kim
Island View, third grade

In this book you will learn about skiing. Skiing 
is a way to transport somewhere. It is also used 
for emergencies. Skiing is a winter sport.

Chapter 4: How to Control
One of the most important things to know about 

skiing is how to control your speed and your 
skis. Speed: When you need to speed up, don’t 
force it. Just crouch down or use your poles and 
balance. When you need to stop, turn sideways 
with your skis  Skis: When you need to climb 
something like a hill, just walk sideways instead of 
taking off your skis and climbing in your boots.

Task: Write a poem using 
personification and images – with 
support from Lorraine Ferra with 
Poets-in-the-Schools program in 
collaboration with the Skagit River 
Poetry Foundation.

Hungry (excerpt)
Josiah Blee
Fidalgo, first grade
Poor men are hungry for money
My paper is hungry for words
The world is hungry for light
Books are hungry to be read
The cloudy sky is hungry for sun.

Hungry (excerpt)
Adriana Hernandez
Fidalgo, first grade
A kite is hungry for wind
Trees are hungry for kites         
The winter is hungry for snow
Math is hungry for answers.

Task: State an opinion and 
support  
it with reasons and 
evidence.

Working 
it Out 
(excerpt)
Will Buyske
Mt. Erie,
third grade
Have you ever felt like you want to 
punch your brother of sister? There 
are better ways to deal with it without 
getting into trouble. You should know 
some ways to work things out with your 
siblings non-violently.  Keep reading…
Deep Breaths
A common way to cool down is deep 
breathing. I like to take three deep breaths, 
especially when siblings are being stubborn…
Calm Talking
I think talking calmly and kindly is important.  If they 
are taking things, calm talking-not really coaxing-is 
a good way to get them back…
Parent Help
Sometimes you have to call on mom or dad to 
help work out your problems. You should use calm 
talking when you do that and you need to do what 
your parents say (believe me, parents are smart).

My Dog is the Smartest Dog  
in the Galaxy! (excerpt)
Alex Guanzon
Mt. Erie, third grade

Ok, ok, you’re probably thinking, my dog is 
the best and, yes, he is smart. “Wait, wait! Hold 
it!”  However, I can actually give you reasons my 
dog is the smartest, not just say so. I mean, you 
need reasons, right? First, let’s talk about tricks.  
I taught him how to roll over in 10 minutes and 
how to shake paws — I mean hands   — in four. 
I taught him how to sit, speak, and twirl in six or 
seven minutes…Next, let’s talk about how he 
is patient. Whenever he is thirsty or hungry and 
both bowls are empty, he sits down next to the 
bowl until  we fill it. Also, he sits next to the door 
when he needs to go use the bathroom. But 
don’t make him wait too long or else there will be 
a surprise waiting for you on the carpet. 

Task:  Write an “expert text,” teaching 
others how to do something.

How to Make a Friend at School
Hannah Anderson
Mt. Erie, kindergarten
1. First you say “Hi.”
2. Then you ask what your friend’s name is.
3. Next you shake hands.
4. Then you start playing with each other.

How to Play Basketball                                          
Clinton Newberry 
Whitney, kindergarten  
1. Grab a ball and point the ball at the 
hoop.   
2. Warning! Do not point the ball at the ground!
3. Shoot or pass it to your partner.
4. Let your partner throw it.

Task: Write a poem using active 
 verbs and descriptive language.

Ornaments
Alison Snipes
Mt. Erie, first grade
Ornaments
Pretty, Colorful,

Hanging, Sparkling, Shining
Green, Red
Ornaments

Bird
Grace Bunker

Fidalgo, first grade
Bird

Colorful
Migrating

Eating worms
Gliding, 

Flying
A bird.

‘Snow’ by Rylin Lang Ian McCracken Aileen Kim Hannah Anderson

Art by 
Grace 
Bunker



Task: Write a letter to 
the Seattle Seahawks, 
explaining how they have 
inspired. Letters were sent 
to the Seahawks. 

Dear Russell Wilson,
During the NFL championship 

game, I admired your belief in victory 
as the game went on. I was appalled 
when you threw four interceptions! I 
was even more surprised when we 
won! Your continuous hope and belief 
inspired me. In school, we made 
connections to the team’s philosophy.  
We came out with a lot of quotes 
such as “No doubt,” “Keep fighting,” 
and “Every play is yours.”…By the 
time you read this letter you will have 
already won or lost the Super Bowl, 
but good luck anyway.
Your fan,
Kevin McClellan
Fidalgo, sixth grade

Task: Write a poem under 
the instruction of poet 
Lorraine Ferra with the 
Poets-in-the-Schools 
Program 

Abandons
Ally Cutter
Fidalgo, fifth grade
 
On a windy day,
Petals abandon the flower,
… Drifting in the air.

I abandon a book 
When I slowly and happily 
close the cover
My pencil abandons my hand 
when I am done
with a writing assignment.

It is spring (excerpt)
Bella Isaacson
Mt. Erie, sixth grade
The fog wafts in
Resting on the leaves
Calling for the morning to begin.

A blue jay emerges
From the tulips
Its chirping breaking the silent sky.

Black-tipped winds
Send an awakening through the 
forest,
Telling the frosted maples and sleepy 
red squirrels,

APRIl 2015
ANACORTES PRIDE  •  WWW.ASD103.ORG6

Celebrate Student Writing
4th - 6th grade

Cooper Nichols Brigid Goff-EloeBryce Hardy

salmon and halibut leapt, ready to be 
caught. Clams and oysters lay on the 
bottom of the waters lazily, ready to 
be stolen. Elk and deer ran through 
the giant cedar forests, ready for 
assault. Ducks and geese in the lakes 
and ponds swam in the warm water. 
These are the magnificent scenes 
the Native Americans saw long ago. 
These scenes are not here anymore, 
nor the massive fish. They are only 
imagined…This is what Fidalgo 
Island and all of Puget Sound looked 
like when Captain George Vancouver 
sailed into the Guemes Channel and 
the Puget Sound. Little did he know 
he would have the first encounter with 
the Samish, and that more than a 
century later, they would be teaching 
us about their rich culture.

Task: Write a friendly letter 
about the Pacific Northwest 
and your own life here. The 
following are excerpts from 
letters delivered to students 
in Louisiana.  

Caitlin Brar
Island View, fifth grade 
Dear Student,

My name is Caitlin Brar. I’m 11 years 
old, have jet black hair that is a little 
past my shoulders, brown eyes, light 
brown skin, and I’m five-feet tall. I am 
100% Indian (the kind actually from 
India), but I’ve never been to India. I 
live in Washington State on Fidalgo 
Island, in a small town called Anacortes. 
In Anacortes, there are beaches and 
mountains and waters, lakes and rivers. 

I’ll bet you’ve never seen a 
deer before, except in pictures. In 
Washington it’s pretty hard NOT to see 
them. In the ocean, there are whales, 
salmon (yum!), porpoises and lots of 
fish and seagulls … There are HUGE 
evergreen trees (like a Christmas tree, 
only bigger) and many bushes, shrubs 
and flowers. We are famous for our 
apples.

Sarah Kumar
Island View, sixth grade 
Dear Student,

Hello, my name is Sara Kumar, 
and I am in sixth grade. I am Chinese 
and Indian and a Canadian citizen 
too. My mom is Chinese, but most of 
her immediate family lives in North 
America. She immigrated from China 
when she was very young. My grandma 
makes great Chinese food and so does 
my mom. My older brother and I have 
very spoiled taste buds. There aren’t 
many things I can complain about in 
my life, except that I have no idea what 
I want to be when I grow up. I love my 
classmates and where I live, even if 
it is a little dreary. But in the summer, 
there’s no place I’d rather be. It is 
warm, the birds are lively, the flowers 
are amazing and vibrant but, most of 
all, the blackberries make delicious ice 
cream. Maybe, when you’re older, you’ll 

come to visit our little Anacortes. 
Dream big!

mom’s homemade pizza,
Love is reading a bedtime story to my 
brother.

Love is…(an excerpt)
Brigid Goff-Eloe
Mt. Erie, fourth grade
Love is a good book in my hands,
Love is eating freshly made fro-yo and 
whipped cream with Mom,
Love is listening to Mrs. Olsen read to 
the class,
Love is that cheese-ball fight I had 
with Dad,
Love is magical

Task: Research a topic  
and write a well-developed 
informational text, with 
a clear introduction, 
supporting details and 
conclusion.

Tornados (excerpt)
Rowan Tull
Island View, fourth grade

Tornados are fascinating and very 
dangerous. Most tornadoes happen in 
a place called “Tornado Alley”, nestled 
in the heart of the U.S.A. They occur 
here because the conditions are good 
for them. Warm, moist air comes up 
from the Gulf of Mexico and hot, dry air 
comes over from the deserts of New 
Mexico and Arizona. Also, cold dry 
air comes down from the mountains, 
sometimes as far north as Canada! All 
these air patterns collide in Tornado 
Alley and form huge thunderstorms 
called “Supercells” which, most of the 
time, produce a tornado.

Washington State Coastal 
Native Americans: Hunting 
(excerpt)
Kyle Mullen
Mt. Erie, fourth grade
Introduction

Two hundred fifty years ago, 
this land was full of peace and 

quiet. In the green-blue 
ocean, massive 

Task:  Write a poem about 
yourself, including thoughts, 
feelings and creative 
imagery.

I Am (excerpt)
Bryce Hardy
Fidalgo, fourth grade
I am Bryce, King of Mathematics,
I see thick, wavy grass,
I want to get rid of cancer,
I am a big brother,
I worry about third world countries,
I cry when I fall off my longboard,
I dream of peace on earth. 

Ashlee Long
Fidalgo, fourth grade
I am Ashlee, Queen of Art,
I see gigantic cedar trees blowing their 
feathery limbs in the wind,
I cry when my big sisters tease me,
I understand I have a lot of growing 
to do,
I try to be honest and fair,
I hope to be very successful some day,
I am Ashlee, Queen of Art.

Task: Write a poem  
with the theme of love.

Love is…(excerpt)
Emma Thomsen
Mt. Erie, fourth grade
Love is tickle fights with my dad,
Love is an empty pickle jar and my 
mouth full!
Love is 
my 

That spring has begun.
Sail (excerpt)
Cooper Nichols
Mt. Erie, sixth grade
My boat sails roughly
Over inhospitable waters of the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca,
After a heavy wind.

My eyes sail across the page of an 
addicting book,
As it pulls and guides me 
Through the adventures captured 
In its pages.

The ball sails downfield
Into the goal,
After being hit by my foot,
Like a rail driver pounding a spike.

Everyone wishes to sail so 
effortlessly
Like a seagull riding a gentle ocean 
breeze
Above the chaos of life.

Task: Write a “ghost 
chapter” about an 
unexplained event in 
Number the Stars by 
Lois Lowry

Alizee Hargrove (excerpt)
Island View, sixth grade

I stopped as the soldiers ordered 
me to. The dogs came forward as I 
held the handkerchief. I came closer 
as they barked..and held out my 
hand with the handkerchief. The dogs 
took one smell and moved back. 
It numbed the dogs’ noses, just as 
the scientists told me it would. This 
thrilled me. The dogs searched the 
boat, but couldn’t find the secret door.  
This made me feel unstoppable. The 
soldiers finally left the boat, furiously.  
They get mad if they don’t find what 
they are looking for. But I grinned 
with excitement...

Self-Portrait
Emily Frasier

Island View, fifth grade
Some days, I am an empty chest of desire,

A gem that’s lost its glow, 
A pancake with no syrup,

A love letter
without the least bit of love.

Some days, I am a discarded shell of patience,
The fruit cake from the Christmas three years ago, 

Waiting in the damp cupboard to be eaten,
The last delicate leaf at the end of fall,

Waiting to break free and drift to the frosty ground. 
Some days, I am a forgotten reservoir of possibility,

An empty grotto of pleasure and solitude,
A deer with the silence of a mouse

Scampering across thin ice.

Some days, I am a deep bottle of generosity,
Giving away all my contents…

Some days I am a boiling hurricane of rage,
My sides bubbling over,
My eyes popping out of their sockets.

Some strange days, I am a crumpled envelope of 
disappointment,
Tearing myself apart, not caring about anything.

Task: Write a poem 
about yourself using metaphors 

with poet Sam Green, 
former Washington State 

poet laureate.
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Celebrate Student Writing
7th - 9th grade

Task: Write a poem with Daemond 
Arrindell, a visiting poet in 
collaboration with the Skagit River 
Poetry Foundation.

Night
Anna Preuitt
AMS, seventh grade
Plucks strings
of darkness 
playing a soft tune,
Writes black on black
as it tests the cooling land.
Wings spread,
full of raven feathers,
Crows of its wisdom, 
Remembers faces
long lost to time,
as it canters,
pulling a banner of victory
before the swarms of stars,
Roosts as the dawn
paints new light
over the land
Erasing
Dark’s final perches.

Task: Get to know and collect 
information about a dog and write 
a chapter for a class book entitled 
“4 Paws in the Classroom.” Done in 
collaboration with the Anacortes 
Dogs-on-Call program

Titan, the 
Golden 
Retriever  
(excerpt)
Cole Murray
AMS, seventh 
grade
Titan’s name 
is Greek and 
it means God 
of the Sun.  
Titan is 58 inches long and 27 inches high. He 
is a male.  
Titan can hunt for rabbits, and he can retrieve 
ducks for hunters.
Because Titan is a nice dog, he makes a good 
service dog.  
His tricks are spinning, bowing, he opens 
and closes doors, and he goes and gets the 
newspaper.
Titan’s favorite food is whipped cream in a cup.

Task: Write an argumentative 
essay with supporting details and 
examples.

Macs vs. PCs (excerpt)
Dakota Robb-Bryan
AHS, ninth grade

Just imagine the following: You’re playing 
a computer game on your PC, just minding 
your own business. Then you click on the next 
button to continue. All of a sudden, your game 
freezes. Now you have to completely shut down 
your computer and wait half an hour until you 
can start again. Then you get back on to find 
that you lost your progress. Frustrating, right? 
That’s because you have a PC and, if you want 
a reliable computer, you need to choose a Mac. 
There are three good reasons. First, Macs have 

better technology. Secondly, Macs are practically 
wireless. Third, they have wonderful accessory 
factors. You will see and be enlightened by the 
superiority of the Mac.

First, Macs have better technology. I have both 
a Mac and PC and, for both laptops and desk-
tops, the Mac has very high speed. With our 
PC, we waited at least 30 seconds for a page to 
load. Once we got our Mac, each page loads — 
at most — in 10 seconds. Also, it is a lot harder 
for a Mac to get viruses because Macs don’t 
have a program loading in the background like 
PCs do. Most people say that PCs are better be-
cause they have Openoffice and Microsoft Word 
while Macs do not. But Macs do have their own 
versions. There are also email sites, like Gmail, 
where you can create documents.

Task: Write a parody poem  
in the style of a famous  
poem or poet.

Stopping by Words  
on a Snowy Morning 
(Based on Robert Frost’s “Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening”)
Dominic Ermi
AMS, seventh grade
Whose poems these are I think I know,
They belong to Mr. Swapp’s room though,
He will not see me working here,
As I write these poems about the snow.

He gives his runny nose a wipe,
Because his cold’s put up a fight,
The only sound that comes within,
Is the scratching of my scrawling pen.

My poems are terrible, not deep,
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.

Task: Write an argumentative 
letter to the Supreme Court about 
Constitutional issues (excerpt) 

Search and Seizure (excerpt) 
Mason Blackburn
AMS, eighth grade

I am writing to you to consider ruling for 
more protection of student privacy rights... The 
Fourth Amendment of the Constitution prohibits 
“unreasonable searches and seizures” and “sets 
out requirements for warrants...on probable 
cause.”

Justice Brennan, who wrote the dissenting 
opinions said, “Today’s decision sanctions 
school officials to conduct full scale searches 
on a ‘reasonableness’ standard whose content 
is that it is not the same test as the ‘probable 
cause.’” Justice Stevens further wrote : “If the 
nation’s students can be convinced through the 
use of arbitrary methods destructive of personal 
liberty, they cannot but feel like they have been 
dealt with unfairly.”  Justice Brennan argued that 
warrants were necessary in a school setting.

I think that search and seizure of personal 
belongings can be reasonable for things that can 
hurt people or be a bad influence on students, 
like drugs or alcohol. My issue is when the 
school allows a routine practice of searching and 
taking personal items.

Sally Brubeck, Valley News staff writer, in 
an article, “Schools Weigh Cellphone Search 

Ruling” (July 27, 2014), writes: “If anything, 
school officials’ right to search students’ 
cellphones has only become trickier and stickier 
because of a recent Supreme Court decision, 
making it clear that police officers need a 
warrant before searching a cell phone.” 

National Security  
Administration (excerpt)
Lillian Temple
AMS, eighth grade

Although the majority believes the National 
Security Administration has too much power, 
some still believe that NSA spying is needed 
for security. One of those polled said, “Yes, the 
NSA should be allowed to watch us. What is 
the point of privacy if you are dead? The NSA is 
protecting our lives from more terrorist attacks. 
Keeping citizens safe is the main priority for 
the NSA. It’s not like the NSA is going to use 
the information against us if we have done no 
crime. Therefore, we should allow the NSA to 
watch us.” I understand why some believe the 
NSA is just protecting its citizens but, as citizens 
of America, we have to set boundaries. We 
shouldn’t have to give up one of our main rights 
without cause.

Task: Write a fictional story using all 
the elements of a mystery.

The Cookie Crumb Killer (excerpt)
By Grayson Eaton
AMS, seventh grade

My true love. Taken. No suspects. No clues. I 
was on my own.

Friday, February 13th, 3:48 p.m. 2345 CE, 
Sesame Street HQ

The name’s Monster. Cookie Monster.

I was about to have my afternoon milk and 
cookie snack when I noticed my safe was 
unlocked; my three-padlocked chained safe 
inside another safe, with facial ID scanners and 
fingerprint lock.  All...unlocked.  I panicked! Not 
once has anyone gotten past my first safe.  I 
looked inside and my three-month supply of 
chocolate chip flavored Oreo stuffed between 
peanut butter cookies...were gone! The one love 
I had...

Friday, February 13th, 3:56 p.m. 2345 CE, 
Sesame Street HQ

I ran through the list of citizens. There was Elmo. 
He went deranged after Season 2 ... Veggie 
Monster.  
My replacement in 35 
episodes. Big, bulky, 
and surprisingly 
fat even 
though all he 
eats are 
veggies. 
He could 
be trying to 
get rid of me 
... Big Bird. He has 
been acting weird 
lately. During the 
show he seems 
uncomfortable 
and fumbles with 
his words. Now I 
have my top three 
suspects...

     Friday, February 13th, 3:58 p.m., 2345 CE, 
Sesame Street HQ

     I watched the security tape, but all I got was 
static. Somehow they hacked my camera. The 
only thing I found were cookie crumbs from an 
obvious grab-and-run scenario. I had to act fast. 
Ants were taking my only clue very quickly.  I 
grabbed my detective coat, hat and pipe. My 
magnifying glass and notepad were in my coat, 
and I slipped my secret poisoned syringe into 
my sock. I was prepared...

Will Cookie Monster solve the mystery?  Will 
he discover the perpetrators of the crime? What 
will happen next?

Task: Write an essay contrasting 
boys and girls to include a thesis 
statement, inviting introduction, 
well documented supporting details, 
and a satisfying conclusion.

Boys and Girls (excerpt)
Zoe Yanega
AMS, seventh grade

Boys and girls may seem very alike.  Both 
want to be liked and noticed. But boys and girls 
are very different when you look at them closer.

Boys and girls have different characteristics 
of the brain. Girls’ brains have a bigger corpus 
callus, which allows them to multi-task or 
“cross-talk” better than boys. They also have 
better memory storage, listening skills, and 
discrimination among various tones of voice 
because of stronger neural connectors. Girls 
also have a more active prefrontal cortex, 
which results in fewer impulsive decisions. On 
the other hand, boys have more cortical areas 
dedicated to spatial-mechanical functions and, 
on average, they use half the brain space of 
girls for verbal-emotive functioning. Boys have 
less oxytocin which makes them more physically 
impulsive. Boys don’t renew or recharge their 
brains like girls do.  This results in boys falling 
asleep in class, while girls can stay awake, 
take notes, and perform fairly well during a long 
boring lecture. The characteristics of the brain 
differ for boys and girls.

Task: Write a five sentence 
description about yourself, 

capturing who you are 
in just a few words.

Nature Girl
Erin Rider

AHS, ninth grade
I love flowers, trees, 

and all the pretty things 
in the world. I am 

the tree.  If you look 
through me, you can see 

what I do. My world is 
beautiful!  Like a tree, 
I keep growing … the 

love and flowers are all 
around me.

Anna Preuitt Dominic Ermi Grayson Eaton Zoe Yanega
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Celebrate Student Writing
10th - 12th grade

Emily Raphael

Emily Raphael
AHS, twelfth grade

I learn best with a 
Ge-107 pen, on stacked 
paper to create soft 
ridges in my letters, next 
to a too-hot-to-drink mug 
of Irish Breakfast tea, 
with Bach’s cello suites 
pumping through my 
earphones, sitting upright 
with nothing else on my 
desk but words.  I’m 
starving for knowledge. 
I want to examine 
Dostoevsky’s writing 
process, question the 
crisis in the Middle East, 
determine the antibodies 
to fight Ebola, uncover 
the code to create the 
next Facebook, discover 
the next Krakatoa ...

And yet, sometimes 
learning how to be 
content with yourself 
is more important than 
memorizing 221 digits 
of pi. I’ve learned that 
hard physical work 
gets results, that life is 
humbling on the best 
of days, that taking the 
initiative is often the most 
impressive thing, that 
the word “can’t” doesn’t 
exist, that you can make 
anything work with a hay 
rope and duct tape, that 
just being there is often 
enough.

Fifth Round (excerpt)
Jackson Freier 
AHS, tenth grade

As I stepped up to the ring, I 
had made my decision. I started 
off fast and as hard as I could, 
but maybe too fast. My hands 
felt like bricks after the first half 
of the round; I had made a huge 
mistake. Hanz came faster and 
harder. He took advantage of 
me like a witch would, like a 
champion would. I was in the 
corner, my shoulder against the 
turnbuckle. I was biding my time 
to take advantage of a punch 
that was too slow or a body that 
was out of position. There it is! I 
made my move. I tried to dance 
around him. He squared me 
up and swung. It was a good 
punch, a punch so great that I 
fell through the ropes. On the 
way down, the energy in the 
building got sucked up into a 
bottle and destroyed. I was cast 
down onto the earth.

Task: Use deductive 
reasoning to write a  
narrative story based on 
a famous piece of art.

‘Dempsey and Firpo’ by George Bellows

‘Undertow’ by Winslow Homer

Gusts of cold icy wind rush 
across my face as the ship rises 
and then falls in sync with the 
waves.The constant rocking 
of the ship sends an uneasy 
feeling throughout my body. I 
bury my face into the palms of 
my hands with a sense of both 
fear and despair. As the raging 
waves crash against the sides 
of the boat sending it hurtling in 
every direction, my panic starts 
to take full effect...

A man with short blonde hair 
and a wide muscular frame 

approaches me at a steady pace 
but is knocked over several 
times by the momentum of the 
ship before he finally reaches 
me. He sets a firm grasp on 
my shoulder and screams into 
my ear, “I thought you said this 
ship could get us across safely!” 
He begins to threaten me but 
doesn’t get far before the ship 
starts to tip dramatically and 
water floods the deck. The two 
of us, along with two women, 
are sent sprawling across the 
ship screeching in fright.

Physically and Emotionally Wrecked (excerpt)
James Parker & Andrew Wilson
AHS, tenth grade

Task: Write a personal narrative about a life lesson you’ve learned.

Photo by T.Voekler

A Valuable Lesson (excerpt)
Olivia White
AHS, eleventh grade

My brother, our friend Morgan, and I had all leapt off the bus 
at the bottom of the drive, ready to enjoy the afternoon off from 
school. The kids that almost sluggishly trekked behind us were 
the ones we didn’t associate with; they bullied Morgan on a 
daily basis, and we didn’t know how to stop it. As we passed 
Morgan’s dainty yellow house, we said our goodbyes and 
continued up the road. Within a few seconds, the tranquility 
that had filled the atmosphere was completely shattered. 
Morgan and the bully were chest-to-chest yelling at 
each other. Within a few seconds, they were on the 
ground, engaged in a fistfight. It was eventually broken 
up, but it was the first time the shy, sweet boy snapped. 
A month later, on a cloudy day, we were given notice that 
Morgan had died ...

Morgan’s death was the first real loss I’d experienced. What 
made me even more upset about his death was the falsified 
friendship everyone pretended to have for him. The bullies who 
shoved him down in the snow claimed he was their friend; a 
girl who’d spread rumors about him and insulted him declared 
she loved him. The pent-up frustration made me feel like crying. 
Eventually, these feelings led to a valuable lesson learned: You 
can’t control others, even if you know they are wrong or immoral.

The Lotus Flower
Anonymous
AHS, eleventh grade

It was as if I were in a scene from Tom and Jerry; there 
sat the devil on my right shoulder whispering 

enticing thoughts, “Everybody would be much 
better off without you. You would never have 
to be alone again.” Then there was the angel 
on my left, “Is this really worth it? What about 
your baby brother? Don’t you think it will hurt?” 

I cried so hard my eyes became bloodshot and 
puffy. I stabbed my pillow in anger...

In Ancient Egypt, the lotus flower was a symbol 
of rebirth and new beginning. It begins 

its life on the bottom of a pond, caked 
mud around its roots, threatening to 
smother it. It then spouts up a long 
stem and performs a troublesome 

journey toward the surface of the 
water. At last it blossoms into the most 

beautiful flower, seemingly untouched, and 
tranquil. At night it retreats within the depths of the water. But each 
morning it rises again to display its charm to the world.

Trapped. Smothered. Muddled. Tangled in the snarls of reality. 
Alone, eager, desperate; clinging to anything tangible. Blossoming, 
flowering, and youthful; conquering all and rising above the surface.  
I, too, have survived that journey.

Task:  Write a “micro essay” on a specific topic using narrative, expository, or argumentative form.Task: Write a 
micro essay 
about how you 
learn best.

PSA (excerpt)
Blake Clawson
AHS, eleventh grade

So, you’ve got a 
deadline coming up. Your 
World Religions paper is 
due soon and you don’t 
have anywhere near 
enough sources to satisfy 
Mr. Burnett. In order to 
fix this, you decide to go to 
the library and hit the books. Have you ever really 
thought about how you would feel if people hit you 
when they needed to study. I mean really, people, 
grow a spine!

Books are wonderful blessing to us; full of 
information, wisdom and wondrous tales of fame, 
fortune, fancy, and foolishness. They can serve 
as portals to other worlds and provide us with the 
ability to learn anything ... But we choose to beat 
them when we desire their contents, rather than 
open them gently and read...

Did you know that there are actually large 
buildings where books are held in massive 
quantities and jammed into wooden shelves 
alphabetically, given no food, water, or space to 
roam? People go there to “check out” a book so 
they can hit it and return it when they are done.

Croatia 
(excerpt)
Jolie Jurkovich
AHS twelfth grade

As the sweat 
droplets slowly 
slid down the 
back of my neck 
onto my shirt, 
the crisp smell 
of fish and the salty 
sea filled my nostrils. Roughly 95 degrees 
and climbing, the scorching heat of mid 
summertime weighed heavily. Persistence 
in every step kept me from collapsing in the 
deathly sun, until a figure slowly emerged 
in the distance. The pastel European style 
houses stretched for miles on end, the 
paint slowly withering away at the surface. 
As the figure came closer, it became clear 
that it was a dainty old woman who seemed 
strained walking in the tortuous conditions. 
Her face was weathered; she carried three 
jumbo garbage bags, almost as large as 
herself. Her pain-stricken face jabbed at my 
heart at first instinct. I knew it wasn’t right 
for someone to carry so much, at that age, 
in this heat.

Conformity and the Brain 
(excerpt) 
Hannah Swartos
AHS, eleventh grade

In high school, we hear a lot 
about friend groups and social 
scenarios, along with tips for 
maneuvering our way through the 
intense mystery that is the teenage 
years. Whether we want to admit 
it or not, for many people much of the 
high school experience is spent trying to figure out how to fit in. 
Consciously or unconsciously, most people desire the approval 
and attention of others and will spend a large amount of time 
thinking about how to achieve this. So what does this desire to 
fit in, this theory of conformity, say about our brain – and why 
do we feel such a strong need to be a part of the group?

After examining the results of a psychological study, 
Professors Michael Hogg, Zachary Hohman, and Jason 
Rivera proposed that there are three reasons behind our 
conforming nature. These three reasons can be described as 
sociometer, terror, and uncertainty/identity models. Humans 
feel the need to be a part of a group because feeling social 
includes a boost in self-esteem. Additionally, the safety felt in 
numbers tends to reduce the naturally occurring fear of death 
found in most humans. Finally, people have a basic need to 
be confident in their own identity – and being a part of a group 
helps to create a sense of belonging with some sort of identity.

Hannah SwartosJolie JurkovichBlake Clawson



APRIl 2015
ANACORTES PRIDE  •  WWW.ASD103.ORG 9Anacortes Pride

The school board has cre-
ated guiding principles for the 
project. The guiding principles 
address interests such as quality 
learning environments, sustain-
ability, community connections, 
flexibility and safety. The Project 
Advisory Team will use the 
board’s guiding principles as a 
filter for the development of the 
design proposal. 

At the community meet-
ings, participants formed small 
groups to discuss their hopes 
and concerns for the project. 

Hopes included: 
• A school that can be easily 

maintained 
• Students are excited to be 

there
• Natural light and fresh air
• Classrooms for hands-on 

learning 
• ADA accessibility 
• Walking, biking safety and 

improved parking
• Developing a community-

friendly facility with easy access 
to the building and opportuni-
ties for community use

• Interest in green design 
standards and possible LEED 
certification

• Creating a flow that works 
inside and outside with the 
educational program, physical 
structure and traffic

• Hiring the best possible 
builder to safeguard the commu-
nity’s investment

Concerns included: 
• How to integrate technology 

and support it

• Security, both physical and 
online

• Parking
• Control of construction 

scope; not letting special inter-
ests derail process

• Needs of alternative educa-
tion students

• Durability and long-term 
maintenance planning

Community members filled 
out a feedback form at the 
end of the meeting where they 
evaluated the meeting and 
listed key points they wanted to 
share with the facilitators. 

“My kids will spend eight 
hours a day, five days a week 
if not more in this place,” said 
one participant. “I want a place 
they feel invested in and excited 
to be.” 

Another added: “Process is 
well thought out, thorough and 
will probably be successful. 
Lots of good input.” 

A third member added: 
“Good to see such interest and 
involvement from the commu-
nity. The project must represent 
the community and its future.” 

The next community meet-
ing will be May 12 at 10 am 
and again at 7 pm in the high 
school commons. Participants 
will have the opportunity to 
visit various “stations” to hear 
updates and provide feedback 
on specific components of the 
project.

“I am very excited about this 
project,” said AHS junior Kai 
Perschbacher, who serves on the 
Project Advisory Team and at-
tended the community meeting. 
“This design is incredibly impor-
tant as it will be the foundation 
for learning in the future.”

Patampong 
Srichanklad, 

called “Tong Tong” 
(16 years old)

THAILAND

When I first came here, I 
wanted to see everything 
and experience the culture. 
I tried talking to people to 
get to know them and to 
learn. But then one day I 
walked past someone sit-
ting alone at lunch, crying, 
and I went up to him and 
hugged him. And I thought 
of all kids who sit alone. I 
decided I was going to be 
the one to go up and put a 
smile on their faces. 

The best moment of 
being here was when I 
woke up in the middle of 
the night and realized why 
I am here. I am not here 
to learn the language or 
see American technology. 
I am here to make the 
world a better place for my 
brothers and my sisters. 
Those people around me, 
all of them, they are not my 
friends; they are my broth-
ers and sisters. I will always 
remember the moment 
I defined what a foreign 
exchange student is for 
myself.

Siyaun Liu, 
called “Brian” 
(16 years old)

CHINA

I am very glad I did the 
foreign exchange program. 
There have been many 
highlights, including see-
ing movies with Tong Tong 
and going snowboarding. 
I had never been, and I fell 
a lot, but it was really fun. I 
also like the schedule and 
teachers at the high school. 
Being in Key Club and 
watching basketball games 
– these are things I will re-
member. Maybe when I get 
home, I will write a book, so 
I can share my experiences 
with my family and church. 
I will definitely keep in 
touch with my family here.

Linh Do 
(16 years old)

VIETNAM

I live in a big city, so this 
town is very different. The 
beautiful nature of this 
area will stay with me. Hik-
ing in the forestlands and 
seeing the daffodil and tu-
lips fields really impressed 
me. I have also enjoyed 
being on the math team. 
The teachers here are 
really supportive, and the 
students are so friendly. I 
will definitely return. I have 
applied to a boarding 
school in Massachusetts 
and will hopefully return 
for university. One experi-
ence that sticks out is 
watching the Superbowl. 
Very fun, but crazy!

Matteo Palmetti 
(17 years old)

ITALY

Everything here is big-
ger: the cars, the roads, 
the grocery stores, even 
the school is more spread 
out. That’s a difference 
I will remember. I will 
also never forget the 
cool places I have been. 
I went to the top of the 
Space Needle and to the 
EMP (Experience Music 
Project). But even in Ana-
cortes, I have done great 
things, like taking a boat 
ride [not a ferry] to Friday 
Harbor. Hopefully, the kids 
here will remember me as 
someone who is nice and 
likes to have fun.

Francesca Vezzosi
 (17 years old)

ITALY

I have loved so many 
things about my time here. 
One highlight was being 
a cheerleader: going to 
the games, cheering on 
the team and especially 
celebrating at the end. We 
don’t have this at home. 
I also enjoyed just going 
downtown and to the 
movies. People here are 
more free about the way 
they dress. No one worries 
about being judged for 
an individual look or style. 
I like that. I am looking 
forward to doing tennis 
in the spring, which I’ve 
never done before. I really 
hope that I can come back 
to America after I finish 
college.

Alessia Pierro 
(16 years old)

ITALY

In the beginning, I 
thought people would 
come up and be friendly, 
but it didn’t happen right 
away. It was lonely at 
first, but now I have good 
friends. I have so many 
wonderful experiences to 
take home with me. I got 
to go to a Mariners game 
and ride the Duck Boat in 
Seattle, which was so fun. 
And I got to work conces-
sions at the Husky football 
games. Anacortes is totally 
different from where I live. 
I, too, live on the water, but 
it’s the Mediterranean, so I 
miss the sun and warmth. 
But I live close enough to 
ski in the Alps, and I had 
fun skiing Mission Ridge 
here. Sports make it fun, 
too. I enjoyed swim season 
and will do tennis, also.
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Community members share their thinking about the new high school at an Open House at the 
district office on April 15. Sixty people participated in two meetings to offer their feedback.
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By CandiCe Vitale 
aHS art teaCHer 

Sixteen-year-old junior 
Mary Jo Garnica is 
turning heads in the 

ceramics studio at AHS. 
Her work is pretty amaz-
ing. I have watched many 
students walk by her work 
space and turn around and 
stop in their tracks as they 
gaze upon her creations.

I ran across Mary Jo in 
the hall before school this 
morning and asked if she 
had a few spare minutes 
to chat. From our conver-
sation, I learned the fol-
lowing:

First, Mary Jo prefers 
to be called by her native 
name, which is “Paipa”…
pronounced “pie-pa.” She 
was born in San Deigo and 
has some strong  memories 
from her early life. Her fa-
ther, a talented artist, died 
there, which greatly affect-
ed her. She then moved to 
Wyoming with her mother 
and siblings, where she and 
her sisters found solace in 
art. She claims that she has 
always been an artist from 
her earliest memories and 
continues to find art to be 
a vital part of her life. She 
especially loves ceramics. 
Sports are important to her 

as well, especially soccer. I 
overheard a conversation 

earlier this semester when 
another student was com-

plimenting her. She said, 
“Wouldn’t it be great if I 
could spend my life work-
ing as an artist and make a 
living at it!”

Her final piece from this 
semester’s ceramics class 
is called “Portal.” It is a 
three-dimensional sculp-
tural piece that she began 
in class before winter break 
and continued during and 
after break. (She was so 
excited that I suggested 
she might enjoy taking a 
box of clay and tools home 
over vacation). Her “Portal” 
consists of life-size hands 
projecting up from the base 
of swirling clay waves with 
a snake entwined around 
the wrists. Her explanation 
gave me chills as she spoke. 

“The waves represent 

all the hardships and dif-
ficult things that continue 
to be thrown at me and take 
their toll on me. My hands 
are trying to reach beyond 
the surface of the troubled 
water, reaching through the 
portal for success and hap-
piness. The snakes symbol-
ize all the lies that I have had 
to endure so far in my life.”

Also included are spheri-
cal shapes representing the 
moon, Neptune, Venus and 
Jupiter, symbolizing im-
portant stories in her life.

She ended our conversa-
tion by sharing her motto 
for life: “Be strong. You 
never know who you are 
going to inspire.” 

This took my breath 
away, for she is certainly 
inspiring me!

Impressive work

I can read! 
Mount Erie Elementary first grader Mya 
Bennett celebrates mastery of 100 sight 
words earlier this month. Sight words are 
words such as ‘girl’ ‘can’ and ‘from’ that young 
readers memorize and can read fluently.

Supporting the environment 
AHS junior Stephanie Kerr launched a recycling program at the high school 
as a ‘gold award’ project for Girls Scouts. Her leadership led to the school 
recycling paper, cardboard, plastic and aluminum. She is currently working 
toward asking each business in town to make a commitment to recycling, 
as well as working with the city to increase recycling throughout the 
community. The project has been supported by head custodian Ron Hodgin 
and his team. Pictured: Stephanie Kerr (far left) and Anacortes Green Club 
members Elizabeth Novy, Trevor Derie, Nicole Bunzel, Christopher Bartlett, 
Declan Ferguson, Amedeo Vecchione, Alex Heubel, Jay Kiesser, Pearle 
Peterson and Dylan Fox.

Math whizzes 
Mt. Erie Elementary students Isaac Briefer, Tuscan Harper 
and  Noah Dunham scored in the top 2 percent among 45,000 
math test-takers nationwide to earn a spot in MathCON, a 
prestigious academic competition. MathCON’s goal is to en-
gage students in STEM outside of the classroom and encour-
age more students to enter STEM fields, which are currently 
some of the fastest-growing industries in the United States. 
The timed test covered a wide range of topics from algebra 
to geometry and number sense. The three students will travel 
to Chicago on April 25 to compete in a national competition.

Academic Achievement Award
Island View Elementary once again earned a Washington State Academic Achievement Award. 
The school was recognized in the area of  ‘high progress,’ which places it in the top 10 percent 
of Washington schools making the most progress in reading and math performance over the last 
three years. ‘This recognition is a direct result of the staff’s hard work and their belief in every 
child’s ability to learn and achieve success,’ said principal Brian Hanrahan.

in the spotlight

Anacortes High School junior Mary Jo ‘Paipa’ Gar-
nica works on a piece in Candice Vitale’s ceramics 
class at school.
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FBLA success
The Anacortes High School Fu-

ture Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) chapter scored many suc-
cesses at the Northwest Regional 
Winter Conference at Sedro-
Woolley High School in February. 
Eight students will attend the 
State Leadership Conference in 
Spokane in April. Teacher Matt 
Wallis the adviser. 

Regional awards include: 

• Electronic 
career portfolio, 
first place, Alex 
Hanesworth
• Spreadsheet 

applications, 
first place, Cody 
Pranger
• Emerging 

business issues, 
first place team, 
Aliya Zaheer, 
Alana Brandt 
and Elizabeth 
Novy 
• Sales 

presentation, 
second place, 
Lauren Doster, 
fourth place, 
Victoria Miller and fifth place 
Michael Laws
• Global business, second 

place team, Kai Pershbacher and 
Daniel Colina
• E-Business, second place 

team, Alana Brandt and Aliya 
Zaheer
• Hospitality management, 

second place team Aliya Zaheer, 
Elizabeth Novy, and Daniel 
Colina
• Cyber security, third place, 

Cody Pranger
Social media, third place, Alana 

Brandt
• Personal finance, third place, 

Rachel White
• Impromptu speaking, third 

place, Lauren Doster
• Help desk, fourth place, 

Erica Walkley
• Digital design and promo-

tion, fourth place, Alexandra 
Hanesworth; fifth place team 
Alexandra Aldridge and Ali 
Billow
• Insurance and risk manage-

ment, fourth place, Cody Pranger

New AAD 
The district 

has hired a 
new athletic 
and activities 
director (AAD) 
to replace Rick 
Mergenthaler, 
who is retiring 
after 42 years in public education. 
Erik Titus, a teacher, high school 
varsity coach and middle school 
athletic director from Stanwood 
prevailed in a competitive process 
with 25 applicants. 

Titus has taught and coached in 
Stanwood for 21 years. He earned 
his B.A. in physical education and 
health from Eastern Washington 
University, his M.A. in education 
from City University in Seattle 
and his principal’s certification 
from Seattle Pacific University. 
He also completed his credential 
to be a certified athletic admin-
istrator and has taught leader-
ship training classes at the state 
conference. 

Jim Piccolo, the director of the 
northwest region for the Wash-
ington Interscholastic Activities 
Association, noted that Titus 
ranked in the top 10 percent of 
athletic directors in the state. 

“Erik really stood out as a per-
son with an incredible work ethic, 
integrity and care for students,” 
said superintendent Mark Wen-
zel. “Add to that his coaching and 
leadership experience, and you 
have a great fit for Anacortes.”

IN BRIEF
By AHS StudentS  

dylAn CAlvert  
And ClAire Severin

The Anacortes High School 
FIRST robotics team, the 
Cyborg Ferrets, have had 

an extremely successful season 
so far. We started off our competi-
tive season with a second place 
showing and recipients of the 
Excellence in Engineering Award 
at the Glacier Peak (Snohomish, 
WA) FRC district event. 

At the Central Washington Uni-
versity district event, we ended in 
fourth place, won the Excellence 
in Engineering Award once again, 
and received the Industrial Safety 
Award. The success of Team 3238 
at these two competitions quali-
fied us to compete at the Pacific 
Northwest FIRST Championships 
in Cheney, WA on April 2-4. 

The PNW Championships 
welcomed the Cyborg Ferrets 
with their district ranking of 13th 
out of 64 qualified teams from 
Washington and Oregon. The first 
day of competition was rough, 
but improved dramatically dur-
ing the last two days of the event 
when the team worked their robot 
performance ranking to 19th and 
were awarded the Creativity 
Award at the PNW Champion-
ship level. 

Taking the district points ac-
cumulated from the three com-
petitions, the Anacortes robotics 
team left the Championship in 
21st place out of 155 teams in 
Washington and Oregon. 

With this ranking, the Cyborg 
Ferrets have earned a ticket to the 
FIRST World Championship in St. 
Louis, Missouri, from April 22nd 
through 25. This is the second 
consecutive year in which our 
local robotics team will compete 
in St. Louis. 

The team was so excited when 
we went online and found out we 
had qualified again for the world 
championship. That was the goal 
we set last September, and we 
reached it! It’s the result of all the 
hard work put in over the past 
four months building and com-

peting. It has really shown what 
teamwork can accomplish, and 
that is unforgettable.

For more information about the 
season and the upcoming World 
Championships, visit the Cyborg Fer-
ret’s website at www.Team3238.com.

Another success for robotics

Two photos, one black and 
white, the other glossy 
color, hang side by side in 

Anacortes High School athletic 
director Rick Mergenthaler ’s 
office: the 1956 boys basketball 
team and the 2006 boys bas-
ketball team. They serve as a 
reminder for what his programs 
have stood for: integrity, hones-
ty, work ethic and commitment.

“If I haven’t built those, I 
have failed. Appearances in the 
state tournament are just a by-
product. We’re in this to build 
people up and teach them about 
life,” said Mergenthaler, who 
will retire this July.

Teaching life lessons has been 
Mergenthaler ’s career for 42 
years. Former students and cur-
rent colleagues readily attest 
to that. 

Recalling a surprising loss 
from the 2006-2007 season, Ana-
cortes High School alum Levi 
Sturgeon says Coach Mergentha-
ler never focused on the win-loss 
record.

“What stands out most are the 
life applications he made all the 
following week,” said Sturgeon. 
“He told us we needed to give 
our all in the classroom, to excel 
past our peers. He dared us to be 
great in academics, so we would 
be great in our futures.” 

Mergenthaler’s pride in the 
whole student over the athlete is 
apparent in his retirement letter 
to the district where he focuses 
on the high grade point average 
of student athletes (3.45), not the 
multiple district and state titles 
won over the years.

Throughout his career, Mer-
genthaler did more than coach 
basketball and teach PE. Al-
though he holds a master ’s 
degree in physical education, he 
started out teaching chemistry, 
biology, and physics. Later, he 
taught honors English, where 
he found a love of literature, 
something he would frequently 
use in coaching to show players 

connections between the game 
and real life.

Humble roots
Taking care of kids has always 

been a part of Mergenthaler’s 
career. When he recalls previous 
coaching positions, his passion 
comes through as he narrates 
with much animation the re-
cords and statistics of his teams, 
year by year, almost game by 
game. This is a man who loves 
basketball.

But his greatest love is for 
community and kids. His own 
childhood contributed to that 
compassion.

“We were poor. We followed 
the potato combine around town 
in Helena, Montana and drank 
powdered milk,” he recalls.

These experiences would 
come in handy when he and 
his family moved from a small 
district to the inner city: Rogers 

High School in Spokane. Mer-
genthaler spent five years as the 
head basketball coach there.

“I had to raise those kids. They 
were my family. We made sure 
they had dinner. We gave them 
Christmas. I would take three 
or four at a time all the way to 
Cheney or wherever because 
they didn’t have transporta-
tion,” he says.

Leaving Rogers was the tough-
est separation of Mergenthaler’s 
career.

“Those kids cried when I left,” 
he says.

The connections with former 
students statewide remain. It’s 
one of the highlights of his ca-
reer: phone calls, invitations to 
special occasions, and letters of 
thanks and appreciation.

A builder 
In the eight districts he’s 

worked, Mergenthaler’s coach-

ing focused on improving teams.
“I was a builder. I went into 

schools, and I built programs,” 
he said.  

Being a mediocre high school 
athlete himself made him a bet-
ter coach.

“Those kinds of people make 
the best coaches because they 
study the game,” Mergenthaler 
said. 

As a child, Mergenthaler had 
polio which caused a limp, and 
therefore, much teasing. He sat 
on the bench a lot. The result was 
a passion to be even stronger.

“It forced me to strive to prove 
everyone wrong. My dad always 
told me, ‘You can do it’, and that 
stuck with me,” he says.

Seahawk pride 
Anacortes head basketball 

coach Brett Senff has worked with 
Mergenthaler for 13 years and 
emphasizes the love Mergenthaler 
has for kids, teaching them to re-
spect their school and themselves. 

“It’s unbelievable how he goes 
out of his way to make a student 
feel like he’s a part of something,” 
said Senff. “He really takes pride 
in this school. He can’t walk down 
the hall without picking up any 
trash he sees.” 

Senff describes Mergenthaler 
as a second father, always being 
there to offer praise or construc-
tive feedback.

“You couldn’t ask for a better 
man to come into your town and 
your school and build up kids,” 
he said. 

The future
Mergenthaler has many oppor-

tunities awaiting him when he re-
tires this summer: writing a book, 
possible teaching and coaching 
opportunities, and spending 
time with his wife, five children 
and 21 grandchildren. One thing 
is certain. 

“I will always cheer on the 
purple and white!” he says.

Lauren Doster

Cody Pranger

Erik Titus

Rick Mergenthaler 
Teaching life lessons

The AHS robotics team placed 21st out of 155 teams in the Pacific Northwest Championship 
in Spokane earlier this month to qualify for the World Championship in St. Louis from April 
22-25. ‘I’m extremely proud of the team’s hard work,’ said adviser Joe Furin.’It was an amazing 
accomplishment for them to advance to the World Championship again.’

Athletic Director Rick Mergenthaler retires July 1 after a 42-
year carer in education. He joined the Anacortes High School 
staff in 2002.



 MAY
7 Mt. Erie Spring Concert, 
6:30pm, Brodniak Hall 

9 District Wide Science 
6th grade “Kid Wind Project/
Turbines,” 8am-4pm, AHS 

12 Community meeting: AHS 
facilities bond, 10am & 7pm, 
ASD board room

18 SABA sports physicals, 
AHS, 6-8pm, AMS 

19 Fidalgo K Spring Concert, 
6:30pm, Fildalgo gym

20 ASF Awards Night, 6pm, 
Brodniak Hall

21 Whitney Spring Concert, 
7pm, Brodniak Hall

22 K-12 early release

25 NO SCHOOL: Memorial 
Day

26 NO SCHOOL: Reserved for 
Snow Day

 JUNE 
1 Elementary/Middle school 
band concert, 6pm, Brodniak 
Hall

2 AHS band concert, 6pm, 
Brodniak Hall

3 AMS/AHS choir concert, 
6pm, Brodniak Hall

4-6 AHS Drama III play, 7pm, 
Brodniak Hall

7 AHS Baccalaureate, 7pm, 
Brodniak Hall 

9 Senior Award Night, 6pm, 
Brodniak Hall

10 Community meeting: AHS 
facilities bond, 10am & 7pm, 
ASD board room

12 Anacortes High School 
graduation, 7pm, AHS 
gymnasium

16 Anacortes Middle School 
Moving-up ceremony, 6:30pm, 
AHS gymnasium

16 Anacortes Middle School 
Moving-up dance, 8pm, AMS 
Commons

17 Last day of school
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Sixteen high school students. 
13 adults. 12 days. Seven 
cities. One fancy restaurant.

On the menu: octopus, paella 
with rabbit meat, and cuttlefish 
with squid ink. A small group of 
tunas (minstrels) serenading the 
guests at their table. A perfect 
way to end a busy day of traipsing 
about the city of Madrid. 

And for most diners, this would 
be the end of the story. 

But not for the group from Ana-
cortes High School who visited 
Spain last month. They happened 
to have a professional flamenco 
dancer as their server, and at the 
end of the night, as the restaurant 
was closing, she spontaneously 
decided to teach this group of 
travelers to dance. Tables were 
pushed aside and lessons com-
menced.

Anacortes High School Spanish 
teacher Amy Ubungen, who led 
the group with Spanish teacher 
Kennan Christiansen, says the 
trip was a huge success in terms 
of the students wanting to live in 
the culture and try new things 
(local food and flamenco dancing, 
for example).

“My goal is for students to use 
their Spanish as much as possible. 
It’s so easy to use English, but I 
challenge them to get out of their 
comfort zone,” said Ubungen.

Good travelers
Sophomore Ellie Harrison was 

impressed with the group’s abil-
ity to get along with each other.

“Everyone in the group was a 
really good traveler,” she said. 
“It’s an important skill to be able 
to live 24 hours a day with other 
people. I was surprised at how all 
these groups who didn’t social-

ize at school came together. We 
helped each other, and there was 
no drama.” 

Junior Brett Johnson was also 
taken by this. At the beginning of 
the trip he knew only two friends, 
but he says now they are all truly 
good friends.

One challenge that forced stu-
dents to use the language and in-
teract with locals was a scavenger 
hunt in Granada at the foot of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains. 

Sophomore Clare Martin says 
it helped her get to know the city 
and the language much better.

“It was such a fun and very 
fast way to learn a lot. The people 
speak so fast that is has improved 

both my understanding and my 
listening skills in class,” she said.

Family connection
The group traveled together as a 

whole part of the time and then in 
smaller groups, roaming indepen-
dently at other times. One unique 
aspect of the trip was the student 
to adult ratio. Since 2011, the travel 
group has been independent of the 
school district. This allows fami-
lies to travel together. Ubungen 
says it’s a great for parents to ex-
perience with their children, many 
of whom will be leaving soon for 
college or moving out.

Parent chaperone Tina Martin 

says she loved experiencing the 
trip with her daughter.

“Seeing the students’ reactions 
to the beauty of the place was in-
credible,” she said. “The best part 
was watching them interact and 
bond. They were all wide-eyed. 
And every day something special 
happened with those kids.” 

Ubungen hopes that traveling 
will encourage students to con-
tinue studying foreign language, 
even beyond high school. And she 
notes the importance of traveling 
in learning a language. 

Real-life learning
“It’s important for them to see 

other views, to get outside of 
Anacortes,” Ubungen said. “They 
finally see what they’ve been 
learning in their textbooks come 
to life. It gives a sense of validity 
to the teaching we do.” 

The group traveled to Barce-
lona, Valencia, Granada, Costa del 
Sol, Seville, Cordoba and Madrid. 
Future trips include Greece, Italy 
and Spain in 2016; Portugal and 
Spain in 2017; and Italy, and Spain 
in 2018. Students can sign up a 
year or more in advance, which 
gives them plenty of time to raise 
money. This year’s trip cost $3,200.

Sophomore Clare Martin en-
courages other AHS students to 
give it a shot.

“It’s a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity,” she said. “Try new things. 
Soak up every minute of it.”

Anacortes High 
School junior Alex 
Hanesworth won 

the state championship 
in the Poetry Out Loud 
competition March 7 in 
Tacoma. She now heads 
to Washington, D.C. 
April 28 for the national 
tournament. Poetry Out 
Loud is a poetry recita-
tion contest. More than 
20,000 students from 68 
schools in Washington 
state participated this 
year. 

What poems did you 
select for Poetry Out 
Loud? 

I selected The Empty 
Dance Shoes by Cornelius 
Eady, It Isn’t Me by James 
Lasdun, and A Noise-
less, Patient Spider by 
Walt Whitman. I chose 
Dance Shoes because of 
its conversational tone, 

wry humor, and message. 
I chose It Isn’t Me and 
the spider one because 
they really resonated with 
my experiences trying to 
figure out who I am, what 
I want to be and where I 
want to go.  
How did you practice? 

I practiced for exact 
wording with my mom. 
Mrs. Gibson and Mr. Bur-
nett and the Drama III 
class helped me develop 
emotion and gestures. All 
the teachers and students 
were extremely sup-
portive, particularly Mr. 
Backman, Mrs. Halling-
stad and Mrs. Kolega in 
the cafeteria.  
What have you  
learned about  
interpreting poetry? 

I have learned how 
differently people can 

interpret poetry – and 
how the experience is 
ultimately about the 
audience. I think the 
most important thing is to 
read the poem as though 
you’re telling the audi-
ence a story. Try to get 
across the essence of it 
while staying true to what 

you see in it. I don’t know 
if that makes any sense, 
but too many people read 
it how they think poetry 
is “supposed to be read,” 
and that way doesn’t re-
ally exist.  
How did you feel  
when your name was 
announced as  
the state winner? 

I hate to be cliched 
but it was a bit surreal. I 
wasn’t seriously consider-
ing it, so it kind of took 
me by surprise.  
How long have you  
been writing your  
own poetry? 

I started in third grade 
in Mrs. Chaver’s class 
at Fidalgo Elementary, 
although at this point it 
was nothing beyond your 
average third grader’s 
poetry. I’ve been writing 

on and off since then, 
with this past year and 
a half being the most 
productive period. It’s an 
important way for me to 
deal with all the stuff that 
builds up over long peri-
ods of time, the frustra-
tions and longings and all 
that. Some of it is pretty 
angsty, but so am I – so 
I guess it fits. It’s some-
what of a stress reliever 
to be able to write down 
my thoughts instead of 
leaving them to bounce 
around in my head.  
In what way will  
poetry likely impact 
your future life? 

Hopefully I will 
publish poetry profes-
sionally some day. It 
will probably never be 
a profession for me, but 
more of a passion on the 
side.

Spain trip 
creates 
lasting 

memories 
for AHS 
students

‘Poetry Out Loud’ State Champ Alex Hanesworth 
a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h

Alex Hanesworth

Anacortes High School students enjoy the sunshine in Park Guell, one of the major works of ar-
chitect Antoni Gaudi in Barcelona. Twenty nine students, family members, and teachers traveled 
to Spain for a 12-day tour.  

AHS students participate in an impromptu flamenco class at a 
restaurant in Madrid. Their server taught them the moves.


