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About 300 people crowded 

into the Depot for the 
opening night of the 

Youth Art Show on March 4. 
Nearly 400 pieces of student art 
from grades K-12 adorned the 
walls in a three-week exhibit for 
the public to enjoy.

The annual show is a long-
standing tradition of Anacortes 
School District, dating back 
to the mid-1980’s when then 
cultural education chair Scott 
Gorman officially declared the 
opening of Youth Art Month at 
the Depot. National Youth Art 
Month – the month of March – 
was created in 1961 by the Art 
and Creative Materials Institute. 

District cultural education 
director and after school arts 
director Tina Martin coordi-
nates with teachers throughout 
the year to collect the artwork. 
Pieces from Local Artists in the 
Schools program and the after 
school arts program are also 
featured. 

Martin relies on district volun-
teers. Elementary PTA volun-
teers hang the elementary art 
while middle and high school 
art teachers, with the help of art 
students, hang their respective 
school’s work.

Martin is quick to under-
score how fortunate Anacortes 
students are to have teachers 
who still find time to incorporate 
art in their busy days and allow 
students to be creative.

“It’s really magical. Art is an 
opportunity for kids to express 
themselves, and we, the public, 
get to see the playful side of chil-
dren coming out,” she said. 

It’s not all child’s play, how-
ever. Much of the high school 

art is comparable to what any 
adult artist might create. Each 
year, students are approached 
by visitors wanting to purchase 
a piece. Students end up selling 
their work, while others choose 

to hold on to it.
Martin says it’s exciting to see 

how student artists have grown 
over the years. For budding art-
ists, having their work displayed 
in a “real” gallery is quite an 

honor, she said. 
“Opening night is amazing. 

Grandparents and neighbors 
pack the house, and you can 
just see the pride swelling up in 
these kids,” said Martin.

Mt. Erie fourth-grader Kaya 
Fountain says she likes the idea 
of other people seeing her work. 

“I think it’s important to cel-
ebrate art because it can inspire 
people. For me, it’s relaxing.”

On Wednesday, March 9, 
the district sold the sec-
ond and final series of 

bonds authorized by voters in 
February 2015 for the design 
and construction of the new 
high school. The 2016 bonds 
produced $30.9 million of pro-
ceeds for the project, to be used 
together with $56.0 million in 
proceeds from the first bond 
sale.

The 2016 bonds were sold by 
competitive bid. The district 
received eight bids from invest-
ment banking firms throughout 
the country. Janney Montgom-
ery Scott LLC provided the 
winning bid. 

The final “true interest cost” 
(average interest rate) of the 
2016 bonds is 1.86%.

The true interest cost of the 
2015 bonds is 3.42%. The com-
bined true interest cost of the 
2015 and 2016 bonds is esti-
mated at 3.07%, a historically 
low interest rate for a bond with 
these features, according to 

Public Financial Management, 
the firm that represented the 
district in the sale. 

The low interest rates benefit 

local taxpayers. By “locking 
in” current market rates, the 
district avoids the risk of rising 
interest rates. 

“We’re thrilled with the 
result,” said superintendent 
Mark Wenzel. “Because of the 
success of these sales, the final 
maturity of the bonds is two 
years shorter than originally 
estimated. And tax rates are 
expected to be at or below 
estimates presented to voters.” 

Public Financial Manage-
ment director Susan Mussel-
man emphasized the district’s 
strong credit rating, the deci-
sion to make it a competitive 
sale and flexibility with the 
timing of the sale as key reasons 
for the bond success.  

“All along, the district has 
demonstrated good steward-
ship of public resources,” she 
said. “The flexibility and lead-
ership shown by Dr. Wenzel, 
Lisa Matthews, and the school 
board allowed the District to 
navigate the financing mar-
kets during a time of volatility 
and uncertainty. The decisions 
made along the way helped 
the district exceed the goals 
and commitments made to 
constituents. It’s an outstand-
ing result for the district and 
the community.” 

Local resident Duncan Fra-
zier serves on the financial 
advisory committee, a group 
that works with the district to 
review bond finances and offer 
advice on strategic decisions. 

“Hiring an expert like Susan 
Musselman was a huge posi-
tive,” he said. “She works as 
an advocate on our side. As a 
result, we were able to take ad-
vantage of the timing with low 
interest rates. The taxpayers are 
going to benefit.” 

Art show highlights student work

Students, parents and community members fill the Depot on March 4 to view student artwork from across the district. The annual event, which dates back 
30 years, offers students an authentic audience for their work. ‘It’s exciting to see how artists have grown over the years,’ said coordinator Tina Martin.

Latest bond sale benefits taxpayers

The district achieved an interest rate of 1.86 percent in its second 
and final bond sale on March 9. The low interest rate will allow the 
district to shorten the maturity of the bond by two years, according 
to superintendent Mark Wenzel. Construction will begin this spring 
on Rice Field with completion of the field, bleachers and plaza 
scheduled for September. 

• The district received early bids 
for about one-third of the Rice Field 
project – field turf, bleachers, electri-
cal and track resurfacing – in March. 
The bids for the rest of the project 
will be received by the end of April.   
• A short groundbreaking ceremony 
is scheduled for May 5 at Rice Field.  
• The veterans memorial committee 
is meeting to plan a dedication cere-
mony in September to coincide with 
the opening of Seahawk Stadium 
and the Veterans Memorial Plaza.  
• District teachers, administrators 
and the project manager are meeting 
in April to finalize detailed design 
considerations for Brodniak Audi-
torium. 
• The district is developing a plan to 
accommodate the need for class-
room space for Career & Technical 
Education, gym, PE, band, choir and 
drama during periods of the 2017-
2018 school year. The construction 
plan calls for a phased approach to 
minimize disruption to the educa-
tion program.  
• The district will receive an up-
dated construction cost estimate for 
the project from a third party profes-
sional cost estimating firm in April.
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Shout outswoman of action

I am continuously amazed by watching 
Stacey Estenson in action. From the 
minute she walks in the door, she has 

kids, staff, and parents 
pulling at her from 
every direction. She 
somehow manages 
to answer everyone’s 
questions and keep on 
schedule with her daily 
routine. Added to this, 
she is splitting her time 
between Fidalgo and 
Mt. Erie. Truly, I don’t 
know how she does it. 
The children love her 

passion and want to do well because of 
her. Stacey has been the liaison between 
the Food to Go program and the elemen-
tary schools. Without her help, Food to Go 
could not have reached as many kids in 
need.

Carrie Worra, parent

basketball mojo

Shout out to the eighth grade girls 
varsity basketball team. All the girls 
did awesome, winning the last game 

of the season against Burlington 40-39. It 
was the most intense game. Thanks to the 
coach, Louise McKnight. 

Jenny Sebastian, parent

math night

Math night at Island View Elemen-
tary was a lot of fun! Thanks to all 
who worked so hard to make it 

happen. My daughter just loved being able 
to share her learning experiences with me, 
and the message to have a growth mindset 
is powerful. 

Nate Cardon, parent

two teachers 

I would like to give a shout out to teach-
ers Tracy Dickison and Kim Peters at 
Mt. Erie Elementary. My sixth grade 

daughter, Grace, has made tremendous 
improvements and has gained so much 
confidence in math because of their 
encouragement and support. We are truly 
grateful for their guidance!

Heidi Leetch, parent

shooting hoops

I would like to thank my colleague, 
Andy Fountain, for taking time out 
of his day to help change negative 

behavior into positive behavior for one 
of my students. Andy shoots hoops with 
this student when he has earned enough 
tokens for good behavior. It has made such 
a difference in this child’s day. Andy, you 
are a good role model and colleague.

Teresa Lewis, teacher

dedicated educator

Marie Burns beautifully filled my 
maternity leave for first semes-
ter. She connected with students 

and parents alike. She worked hard to 
provide quality instruction and employed 
strategies and procedures that closely 
aligned with mine to make the transi-
tion for students as seamless as possible. 
Marie regularly communicated with me 
regarding students and the curriculum. 
She collected data in reading, writing, and 
math for each student and impeccably or-
ganized it to make February conferences 
smooth for me. She exhibits a great care for 
students. I extend my deepest gratitude 
to her for being such a dedicated educator 
and a truly supportive colleague.

Megan Clancy, teacher

extra care

Island View first grade teacher Monica 
Schmidt is kind and amazing. She 
has been a huge advocate for my son 

all year – staying in touch with me and 
helping make the transition from kinder-
garten easier with fun classroom activities 
and hands-on science projects. She is an 
upbeat, positive and an amazing teacher 
to all the kids in her classroom. There’s al-
ways that one teacher you wish you could 
stay with your child all the way through 
because of their kindness and their excite-
ment with helping the kids learn in a posi-
tive way. We deeply appreciate the extra 
care she puts in. 

Christy Stearns, parent

annual game

Olivia West, an AHS senior, orga-
nized one of the best annual staff 
and senior basketball games on 

March 9. It was fun interacting with stu-
dents and staff of all different basketball 
levels. One staff member commented 
that it is his favorite student/staff event 
“because we’re all people.” I echo his 
thoughts that it is fun to laugh with stu-
dents in this way outside of class. Thank 
you, Olivia, for being an outstanding 
senior.  And thank you to Mr. Hancock’s 
leadership class for making AHS extra 
special with increased student involve-
ment and student pride.

Marci Fankhauser, counselor

giving back

Sixth grade teacher Danica Kelly is 
amazing and gives back so much 
to Fidalgo Elementary. Danica is a 

certified Google specialist and shares her 
time after school to help other teachers 
learn how to use Google in their own 
classrooms. She also helps to run the Ki-
wanis K-Kids program at school. Danica 
is always the first to send out an email 
regarding a need or support for fellow 
staff. We all love Mrs. Kelly!

Laura Spehar
Americorps

robotics praise

A big shout-out to Joe Furin for 
everything he does for the robot-
ics team.  This includes teaching 

robotics and CAD classes, leading no 
less than 20 mentors and 25+ students 
through the build season, making sure 
that we are in good standing with FIRST 
Robotics, ordering and keeping up with 
needed parts and supplies, and attract-
ing and maintaining good relationships 
with sponsors and supporters. He also 
supports the teams’ involvement at com-
munity events and encourages students 
to be involved as volunteers and mentors 
of younger students in local and neigh-
boring FIRST teams.  Without his leader-

ship, the Anacortes FIRST Robotics club 
would not have celebrated multiple wins 
and awards over the past seven years. 
Thank you for everything, Joe!

 Tonda Smit & Kashmere Fitch, parents

school family

We would like to include a special 
shout out to the Whitney school 
family. Our daughter had a 

fluke injury while playing one day on 
the playground, which 
resulted in the need 
for surgery and an 
extended absence from 
school. The outreach 
of love and support 
from her principal, 
Kevin  Schwartz, her 
teacher Amber Hunter, 
and her extended 
Whitney family was 
more than we could 
have anticipated. Mrs. 
Hunter even created a 
book of pictures and 
drawings/well wishes 
from her classmates 
and school faculty 
and hand delivered it 
to Chloe the evening 
of her surgery. While 
Chloe reviewed this 
gift she commented, “I 
love to see their smil-
ing faces.” We could not have asked for 
a more supportive environment for our 
daughter. Thank you Whitney family; 
we are so appreciative of you.  

Alex and Bridget Hernandez, parents

a simple gesture

I am a retired teacher from the district 
and am involved with a food dona-
tion program called A Simple Gesture.  

Every other month we pick up donations 
from around the area and drop them off 
at the Salvation Army food bank. Pro-
cessing the donations is a huge job (over 
7,000 pounds in December). We’ve been 
fortunate to have outstanding volunteers 

for this. Among our most reliable and 
committed have been students from the 
district, specifically Chloe Conte and 
Emily Talbot (with a high school service 
club called Future Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America – advisor is 
Cheryl Robison). We’ve also had great 
support through the Builders Club in 
the middle school and advisor Deanna 
Hope. I can’t emphasize enough how 
important their commitment has been.

Becky Motherwell

strong communication

My son, Nathan Smelley, attends 
kindergarten at Island View 
Elementary. 

I live in Wenatchee. 
Teacher Melissa 
Goforth has been very 
accommodating. She 
has emailed me status 
updates, sent dupli-
cate school records 
and has coordinated 
custom parent-teacher 
conference times to 
suit my schedule and 
geographic handicap. 
It has been a pleasure working with her, 
and she has made it easy for me to stay 
plugged in with my son’s progress. Most 
of all, he speaks very highly of her. I 
second that.   

Blake Smelley, parent

community partner

Seabear was very generous and ac-
commodating with Mount Erie’s 
sixth grade fundraiser for Camp 

Orkila. On behalf of families, students 
and teachers, we would like to give 
a shout out for the delicious smoked 
salmon they provided at an extremely 
reasonable rate. The students are looking 
forward to attending camp this spring!

Martha Harper, parent

auction organizer

A huge thank you to Kristen Lujan 
for organizing our Fidalgo PTA 
Auction this year! Her ability to 

get things done and inspiring attitude 
benefit our school in so many ways!

Barbara Meaders, teacher

long-term sub

I’d like to send a shout out to Beth 
Morgan-Cleland for doing such a 
great job as a long-term sub for Ms. 

Sommers’ class. The children loved hav-
ing her and learned so much from her. 

Kelly McEttrick, parent

young authors 

Thanks to Debbie Martin for the 
wonderful job she’s done leading 
Young Authors for all of our aspir-

ing writers at Mt. Erie. You are greatly 
appreciated, Debbie!  

Amanda Carmichael, parent

switching schools

I would like to give a shout out to Ana-
cortes Middle School and Fidalgo 
Elementary counselors and other 

staff for being so welcoming to my kids 
as they had to switch schools on short 
notice. You guys are doing a great job.

Jenn Anderson, parent

sweet and empathetic

Thank you Kim Dotzauer for be-
ing such a sweet and empathetic 
kindergarten teacher at Island 

View! Your hard work, great planning, 
and encouraging words have made our 
kindergartener blossom this year.

Alexis and Brian Gentry, parents

shining star

My husband, Eric and I are in awe 
of Anne Berard’s consistently 
positive presence at Fidalgo 

Elementary. As the crossing guard in the 
mornings she seems to know everyone 
and greets all with a huge smile and a 
kind greeting. In the classroom she qui-
etly and consistently provides guidance 
and help to students. As a model of how 
to interact with others in the school set-
ting, she is a shining star. 

Ora Mae Petersen, parent 

professionalism on the bus

Last December, while waiting for the students to come out from school, a staff 
member approached the bus. She informed paraeducator Krystyna Krawczyk, 
assigned to that route, that there had been an issue earlier in the day in which 

one of the students who rides our bus had been disciplined. The student had been 
extremely agitated all day, and the staff member wanted us to be aware of this on our 
return trip home. 

When the student boarded the bus she was very upset and was crying and stomp-
ing her feet. Krystyna immediately went to the student’s seat and asked if she could 
sit with her. The student said yes. Krystyna started talking to her, and within a few 
blocks the student had calmed down and quit crying. After a couple miles, the stu-
dent smiled. Soon the smile turned to laughter, as Krystyna shared her native Polish 
language with the student in a light-hearted manner. 

The rest of the trip was a delight, listening to and watching the interaction between 
the once very upset student and this dedicated paraeducator. It’s obvious to me that 
Krystyna will have a long, positive impact in these students’ lives. She is the perfect 
one to fill this needed position.

Tom Montgomery, bus driver 

Paraeducator Krystyna Krawczyk earned praise for her skillful relations with students on the 
bus. A colleague commended her for her commitment and positive attitude.

Melissa Goforth

Stacey Estenson

Amber Hunter

Kevin Schwartz
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Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

Imagine a space where high school stu-
dents can use all different kinds of equip-
ment to learn, where they can actually 

tinker with machinery such as a hydraulic 
press, metal lathes, plasma cutter, 3D printer, 
band saw and an embroidery machine. Such 
a space is one part of the Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) wing in the new high school 
facility, set to open by the end of 2018. 

It’s called an Inventor’s Lab and provides 
students with creative ways to design, experi-
ment and build.

As the design phase nears finalization, 
CTE staff are getting excited about the details 
of their new teaching space. The strong vision 
includes a digital media studio, robotics lab, 
manufacturing facilities for both light and 
heavy industry, a student store and more. 

Real-world industry spaces
CTE department chair Joe Furin says 

while the square footage is comparable to 
the current CTE area, the new facilities will 
function infinitely better because they have 
been designed with specific programs in 
mind instead of being housed in repurposed 
spaces of the current building.

“It’s a dream come true for our students 
and community. The new spaces will truly 
improve student learning,” said Furin.

Just how will a new space benefit stu-
dents and teachers? Anacortes High School 
Principal Jon Ronngren says it will make a 
difference on many levels.

First, for instructors, the layout is condu-
cive to what teachers are trying to teach. For 
example, the current metals class is taught in 
the old auto shop, which does not have near 
the power that’s needed.

Second, the new configuration will allow 
for more instructional time. Furin says that 
right now teachers spend a good deal of 
class time just trying to keep the dilapidated 
equipment working.

“That’s time that will be spent teaching 
and working with kids,” he said. “It’s a new 
lease on life for the teachers.”

Jim Thompson agrees. He teaches digital 
media and photography classes in the west 
end of the school and says the amount of 
time spent setting up and tearing down the 
equipment is costly to students.

“Right now, we produce out of a closet in 
the gym. We cart everything across campus 
and back for every production. It’s not good 
for the equipment or the students,” he said.

Since his classes broadcast both sporting 
events and performing arts productions, his 
new classroom will be located near Brodniak 

Poetry Out Loud
AHS senior Alex Hanesworth 

qualified as one of five finalists 
in the state Poetry Out Loud 
competition on March 5 in 
Tacoma. Poetry Out Loud is a 
national poetry recitation com-
petition. About 20,000 students 
competed this year, according 
to Arts Washington, the state 
government agency that sup-
ports the event. By participating 
in the program, students master 
public speaking skills and build 
self-confidence, while also 
learning how to connect with 
and analyze literature. 

Middle school girls
Saturday, May 14, from 9:30 

to 3:30, the Soroptomist Clubs 
of Anacortes and Fidalgo 
Island invite middle school 
girls to a special day. The global 
program: Dream It, Be It, is an 
opportunity to help girls dream 
big and then achieve those 
dreams. This program, which 
is offered at no cost, will allow 
seventh and eighth grade girls 
to access professional role mod-
els, explore careers, rise above 
obstacles and create achievable 
goals. 

There will be guest speakers, 
break-out sessions and even 
a Zumba class.  Lunch will be 
provided.  Invitations will be 
mailed in April.  Pre-registra-
tion is required. Talk to your 
friends and plan on attending 
this fun day designed with your 
dreams in mind.  If you have 
any questions, contact Marge 
Thomas at (360) 293-2538 or 
margethomas60@gmail.com.

Anacortes Senior College
Registration is underway for 

11 courses offered spring term, 
April 12 through May 19, at 
the Anacortes Senior College. 
Adults 50 and older are eligible 
to take classes taught by retired 
professors, college instructors 
and other professionals.

Here is the spring lineup:
TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
• An Afternoon with Insects, 6 
weeks, Robert Gara
• A Brief History of Important 
Metals, 3 weeks, (4/12, 19, 26), 
Jim Strong
• Physiology of Exercise, 3 
weeks (5/3, 10, 17), Bob Weath-
ers   
• Cars, Cars, Cars, 3 weeks 
(4/12, 19, 26), Bob Cromack 
• Health Fads, 3 weeks (4/12, 
19, 26), Patricia Downing 
 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON
• Memoir Writing, 6 weeks, Teru 
Lundsten
• Criminal Justice, 6 weeks, Lou 
D’Amelio
• Tankers of Puget Sound, 3 
weeks ( 4/14, 21, 28), Ed Irish     
• Hidden Musical Gems, 3 
weeks (4/14, 21, 28), Roupen 
Shakarian
• Good Food: Let’s Go Shop-
ping, 3 weeks (5/5, 12, 19), 
Heather Burke 
 
THURSDAY NIGHT
• Anacortes City Government, 
3 weeks (4/14, 21, 28), Eric 
Johnson.

Afternoon classes are 3:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and evening 
classes 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Anacortes Middle School, 
2200 M Avenue. A three-week 
class costs $20. A six-week class 
costs $30. 

Course descriptions, instruc-
tors’ biographies and registra-
tion forms are available at 
the Anacortes Senior Activity 
Center or www.seniorcollege.
org. To apply to teach a course 
call (360) 503-1255 or email info 
@seniorcollege.org

Around 300 BC, the 
Chinese Confu-
cian philoso-

pher Xunzi shared his 
thoughts about learning 
in Ruxiao (The Teachings of 
the Ru). He wrote:   
 
“Not having heard some-
thing is not as good as hav-
ing heard it; having heard 
it is not as good as having 
seen it; having seen it is not 

as good as knowing it; knowing it is not as good as 
putting it into practice.” 

More than 2,000 years later, this saying was 
simplified to: “Tell me, and I will forget. Show 
me, and I may remember. Involve me, and I 
will understand.” 

Xunzi’s quote gets at a fundamental idea 
in education; namely that we often learn best 
by doing something. Education pioneer John 
Dewey emphasized this in his writing by 
explaining that when we give students some-
thing to do that requires thinking, learning 
naturally results. 

Salman Khan (of Khan Academy) under-
scored this point in a 2012 article in Time Mag-
azine about lectures in which he referenced a 
study on human attention and retention that 
found most people can focus for only about 
10 to 18 minutes before we lapse. Ask our 
teachers, and they’ll tell you that even 10 to 18 
minutes is a stretch for some kids. 

My point here is not to say that there is one 
best way to learn. We know from “multiple 

intelligences” research that people are smart 
in different ways, and they learn differently 
too. 

That said, some of the most dynamic 
learning I see in our district happens when 
students have fundamental skills and 
knowledge about a topic – and they are then 
challenged to put that learning into practice in 
a real-world manner. 

Most of the community knows about our 
phenomenal robotics program where stu-
dents spend hours in a design-build program 
that continually challenges them to use math, 
science and communication skills in solving 
problems. 

The last month has been full of other ex-
amples, including: 

• A recent high school yearbook deadline, 
where students felt real-world pressure in 
getting pages submitted to the publisher 
electronically. It was great to walk into this 
classroom to see students scrambling. It felt 
like a professional newsroom. This year’s 
book looks great, with sophisticated student-
created graphics, high quality photos, strong 
writing, creative layout – a major project 
completed by students with a faculty advisor 
and student editors. This year’s team even 
has a stand-alone art department. 
• A district-wide sixth grade “Kid Wind” 

project, supported by the Anacortes Schools 
Foundation, that challenges students to build 
a turbine to convert wind into electricity. 
Along the way, students learn the basics of 
physics, engineering, environmental science 
and teamwork as they do research, build a de-

vice, and test their design to improve it. This 
year’s winning team discovered that by using 
a double gear set solution – a combination 
of four gears of different sizes – the turbine 
doubled its capacity to generate energy. 
• Middle school students in the “Garden 

to Kitchen” program helped install a water 
system for the garden. They studied the 
effects of winter weather patterns on water 
systems.  They then worked with commu-
nity partner Skagit Farmer Supply to review 
diagrams and install the system. The new 
system will connect with soaker hoses in the 
beds, and allow for all spring planting to be 
watered throughout the summer and into 
the fall. That translates to a rich harvest and 
inventive student cooking for many months. 
• An elementary classroom in which 

students are working with local inventor and 
parent, Scott Bauman, to have each student 
create their own toy. The class will narrow 
the student creations down to a handful of 
“best” ideas. Those ideas will be pitched live 
to a parent company, FatBrain Toys, with 
the possibility that one of the toys will be 
selected by the company for further develop-
ment and possibly marketed for consumer 
sales.

All these examples require thoughtful 
teaching, base knowledge, strong communi-
cation, problem-solving and creativity. Based 
on my conversations with students over the 
years, they will also likely be the lessons that 
stick with them long after graduation. 

Xunzi would be proud. 

and the gym. He’s excited to be next door 
to the performing arts space where his stu-
dents can work with band and choir classes 
to do recordings and share ideas.

Third, the new design will spawn more 
collaboration among teachers within and 
across departments. In the Inventor’s Lab, 
students will be able to create projects us-
ing electronics, woodworking, rapid proto-
typing, industrial sewing machines and 
laser machines. 

“They’ll get an idea of what real-world 
industry spaces look like,” said Furin.

Learning by doing
The CTE design is a direct result of strong 

feedback received by the district.
“The importance of hands-on learning 

came across loud and clear at community 
meetings as we talked about the new high 
school,” said superintendent Mark Wenzel. 
“We wanted to honor community values, 
and we knew it was the right way to engage 
students.” 

For many students, says Furin, learning 
by doing is the only way they learn. It’s not 
the traditional way, but it keeps students 
engaged. 

Freshman Kathryn Coryell will be a senior 
when the new high school opens. She is 
taking robotics this year and plans to study 
engineering after high school. The appeal 
for her is in the creating.

“When you’re being lectured to, it’s 
easy to drift off, but when you’re building 
something, you have to pay attention. You’re 
learning as you go, and you’re engaged,” 
she said. “We’re assessed on what we’ve 
created and on how well we understand it.”

Deep program
“The current CTE programs are the envy 

of many like-sized schools in Washington 
state, and we are lucky to have very talented 
staff members who have industry experi-
ence,” said Furin.

From hands-on classes like woodwork-
ing, welding or marketing (student store) 
to advanced placement courses like AP 
Computer Science, the department is sig-
nificantly deeper than like-sized schools.

Ronngren says the multitude of offerings 
is a direct result of his dedicated staff who 
don’t want to give up on the students.

“It’s amazing that a school our size of-
fers so many CTE courses – classes like 
architectural drawing and multiple levels 
of welding,” said Ronngren. “It’s a great 
strength of an AHS education.” 

IN BRIEFnew high school 
‘Infinitely better’ space for hands-on learning

AHS students use a 3D printer in the architectural 
drawing class. The new high school will have the 
equipment and space to ensure that Anacortes re-
mains a leader in supporting students to be college 
and career ready. 

AHS teacher Joe Furin holds up the schematic 
design for the new Career & Technical Education 
wing at Anacortes High School. ‘The new manu-
facturing facility, inventor’s studio, robotics lab 
and CAD spaces are a dream come true for our 
students and community,’ said Furin. 

Xunzi: ‘Involve me, and I will understand’
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IN BRIEF
Future business leaders

The Anacortes High School 
Future Business Leaders of America 
team notched strong performances 
in a variety of business, market-
ing, public speaking and design 
competitions last month to ad-
vance to the state competition. All 
12 students who competed at the 
regional event qualified to compete 
at the state leadership conference in 
Spokane, April 20-23.  

About 290 high school competi-
tors from 16 schools in northwest 
Washington and southern BC com-
peted in the regional competition 
February 20. Top finishers include:  

Maetja Verbarendse and 
Juliann Conrardy, first place, publi-
cation design

Katie Reyerson and Savannah 
Zullo, first place, business ethics

Rachel White, first place, busi-
ness communications

Colton Wiersum, first place, intro 
to financial math

Rachel White, first place, help 
desk

Lauren Doster, second place, 
sales presentation

Maetja Verbarendse, Alexandra 
Aldridge and Ali Billow, second 
place, hospitality management

Calder Wood, second place, intro 
to financial math

Alexandra Aldridge and Ali Bil-
low, second place, global business

Andrea Spurling, second place, 
graphic design

Katie Reyerson and Lauren 
Doster, third place, emerging busi-
ness issues

Katie Jensen, fifth place, intro to 
financial math

Calder Wood and Colton 
Wiersum, fifth place, sports and 
entertainment management

Andrea Spurling, fifth place, 
health care administration

Alexandra Aldridge and Ali Bil-
low, fifth place, publication design

Savannah Zullo, fifth place, busi-
ness calculations

FCCLA success
AHS students Ellie Harrington 

and Chloe Conte qualified for the 
state tournament of the Family 
Career & Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) March 28 to April 
1 in Wenatchee. 

Harrington competes in career 
investigation and Conte in event 
planning. 

“This is the first year we have com-
peted at FCCLA regionals, and both 
of them made state,” said advisor 
Cheryl Robison. “I am very proud 
of them.”  

Students win  
Guerilla Film Project 

Two groups of AHS students 
recently earned awards at Bell-
ingham’s Guerilla Film Project. 
Students have 70 hours to write, 
produce and edit a three-minute 
short film. In this year’s contest, 
participants had to include a 
stuffed animal, a reflection shot and 
a line of dialogue: “I had the weird-
est dream.” 

Jacob Carver, Henry Holtgeerts, 
Grace Dzieciuch, Ryan Camp-
bell and Nicole McInerney won 
both the judges top award and 
the “People’s Choice Award” for 
their film “How to Say Goodbye.” 
Bradley Miller, Jackson Freier, 
Nate Weeks, Hank Farr and Dylon 
Sheffer won an award for best 
opening shot. 

“The competition was a lot of 
fun. It really pushed us,” said Shef-
fer, who shared his experiences at a 
school board meeting. “The digital 
media class at AHS has really de-
fined high school for me. It’s made 
me want to pursue film as a career.” 

Sheffer plans to pursue film stud-
ies at Virginia Tech.

Reading is fundamental to 
education.   

While this has been 
true since the first public 
schools emerged in colonial 
times, the new Washington 
state standards underscore 
the importance of reading in 
collecting ideas, synthesiz-
ing information and forming 
opinions. 

“There’s a saying in schools 
that you learn to read until 
about third grade, then you 
read to learn,” said superinten-
dent Mark Wenzel. “While this 
is generally still true, the new 
standards require our youngest 
learners to read and process 
information at a more sophis-
ticated level than a generation 
ago. The bottom line is that 
reading is a huge priority for 
us as we help prepare students 
for the future.” 

Learning to read
What so many of us take for 

granted is a real struggle for 
many children. Before chil-
dren can even begin to learn 
to identify letters, they must 
have stamina to sit longer than 
they’re used to, says first grade 
teacher Emily Mansfield. 

Next comes building con-
fidence.

“Some kids already think 
they’re not good readers before 
we even start, but they des-
perately want to be. So I teach 
them different strategies they 
can use when they come across 
something they don’t know,” 
said Mansfield.

Once students are comfort-
able with the sound-letter 
connection, they can begin de-
coding, which is the sounding 
out of words. When students 
do this with ease, they start 
reading with fluency. But flu-
ent readers are not necessar-
ily strong readers. If they’re 
merely decoding, and not 
comprehending, they’re miss-
ing a key component.

Cindy Simonsen, district di-
rector of teaching and learning, 
says making sure young learn-
ers understand what they’re 
reading is imperative.

“Ask yourself, what are the 

things you’re doing as you read 
that you’re not thinking about. 
You’re picturing the characters 
in your mind. You’re stopping 
and re-reading when you come 
across something confusing,” 
she said.  “Not all kids do this 
automatically.”

With fiction, this means tak-
ing it beyond the simple story 
structure of beginning, middle 
and end. Teaching students to 
identify circular plots, flash-
backs, or multiple narrators, 
for example, strengthens stu-
dents’ reading. 

With non-fiction, the big shift 
is teaching kids to navigate 
increasingly complex informa-
tional texts. They must learn to 
read graphs and tables and to 
interpret and compare writing. 

Finally, to be college or 
career-ready, students must 
become critical readers. This 
means examining language to 
determine if claims are sup-
ported by evidence and think-
ing of counter-arguments.  

Hitting the reading mark 
by 3rd grade 

As students move from 
“learning to read” to “reading 
to learn,” teachers spend more 
time teaching content such as 
social studies, science or lit-
erature and less time teaching 

actual reading strategies.
A 2013 study by the Annie 

Casey Foundation reaffirmed 
earlier research that points to 
third grade as a critical bench-
mark. If a child cannot read at 
grade level by third grade, the 
chances of academic success 
and high school graduation 
decrease.

Mansfield says in first grade, 
teachers have time to give stu-
dents guided practice and mul-
tiple opportunities for success, 
but at the higher grades, there’s 
no time to practice reading. 
Teachers are busy teaching the 
grade-level learning standards. 

Fidalgo fifth grade teacher 
Jon Ruckdaschel says being 
at grade in reading is also 
important to keep students 
engaged in high-interest books. 
If students are significantly be-
low grade level, he notes, they 
won’t be able to access more 
interesting reading material. 
They also won’t be inclined to 
pick up the books at their read-
ing level because the content 
will be too young for them. 

A wide range of materials
Keeping grade-level ap-

propriate books on the shelf 
is a challenge for most teach-
ers. Ruckdaschel’s students 
read at first grade and eighth 

grade levels and everywhere 
in between. 

“It’s tricky, but computers 
have helped somewhat,” he 
said. “There is a better choice 
of online informational texts, 
but for many, it’s still a treasure 
hunt.” 

Melinda Moore teaches sixth 
grade at Mt. Erie. She spends 
a lot of time planning read-
ing lessons to ensure that her 
struggling readers have sup-
port before she teaches the 
whole class. This “pre-read-
ing” usually takes the form 
of partner reading or teacher 
read-alouds to small groups. 
Sometimes students can also 
listen to audio texts prior to 
a lesson.  

Her  t each ing  revo lves 
around “mini-lessons” on both 
fiction and non-fiction. She 
teaches strategies that her stu-
dents can then apply to their 
independent reading, such as 
predicting or looking for con-
text clues. 

Creating strong readers
Next year, the district will 

launch a new elementary read-
ing program, Readers Work-
shop, which emphasizes sub-
stantial reading time and indi-
vidual student support. 

To create a rich classroom 
reading environment, students 
must have access to high inter-
est books written for various 
levels. This year, several Ana-
cortes service clubs donated 
tens of thousands of dollars 
for this exact purpose, making 
a huge impact, said Wenzel. 

Parents play a role too. They 
need to read to their children, 
even after their children learn 
to read.

“I still love being read to. 
It’s a gift that no one ever out-
grows,” said Ruckdaschel.

Parents also need to model 
reading every day, spending 
time with books and talking 
about reading.

The payoff of all this effort is 
worth it, says Moore.

“Seeing kids make connec-
tions is so gratifying. The most 
exciting thing is when they 
realize they are readers.”

The AHS varsity boys basketball 
team raised more than $3,000 for 
the “Food to Go” program with a 

donation drive in January that brought in 
cash and food donations. Food to Go is 
the weekend backpack food program that 
provides supplemental meals for students 
who don’t have enough to eat over the 
weekends. The players appreciated the 
tremendous support they received from 
the community and were happy to give 
back in this way. 

“It’s good for the boys, and it’s good for 
the community,” Coach Brett Senff said. 
Quick facts about Food to Go Anacortes:

It costs $190 per school year to support 
one child with food for the weekend: $5/
bag per week, 38 weeks per school year. 

The annual budget is $28,500: $190/year 
per student times 150 students.

Each weekend food bag contains at least 
the following:
• 2 ready-to-eat meals (ravioli, lasagna, 
stew, etc.)
• 2 shelf-stable milks
• 2 cereal boxes
• 2 snacks (granola bars, healthy cookies, 
trail mix, etc.)
• 2 fresh fruits 

100 percent of all donations go to pur-
chasing food. 

learning to reaD: 
A cornerstone of a successful education

AHS boys basketball team raises money for  ‘Food to Go’

WPC Youth Choir, John and 
Polly Derr, Carol Schoenhals, 
Linda Davis, Betty Orber, 
Alberta Finley, Thomas and 
Jan Gellatly, URS Kuhnlein, Dr. 
Greg Monaghan, Doris Fennel, 
Darren and Jennifer Lewis, 
Matthew and Amy Dahlin, Mary 
Willette, Daniel and Marilyn 
Hanesworth, Don and Margaret 
Campbell, Larry and Sheila 
Kibbee, Mary Anne Berkbigler, 
Mary Lou Holtgeerts, Gretchen 
Ludwig, Maureen Barkley 
and Darby Darrow, Under-
wood Family, Sarah Nichols, 
Linnemann Family, William 
Dorrance and Jill Mix, Thomas 
LaCroix,  Riccardi Family, Lora 

Billow, Kevin Schwartz, Lee 
Family, Chuck Ackerman, Janet 
Brynteson, Tereasa Cole, Kylee 
Cummings, Bonnie Eelkema, 
Amanda Carmichael, Kathy 
Garde, Brian and Alexis Gentry, 
Michelle Hackstadt, Sonia Ham-
bleton, Stephanie Hankey, Rick 
Johnson, Joan Knowles, Susan 
Lamb, Kay Larson, Carol Lee, 
Joyce Smoak, Marie Kelly, Kari 
Mathis, Meredith McIlmoyle, 
Jessica Notaro, Stacy Pierce, 
Amy Schnabel, Nina Tallering, 
Jen Turpin, Diane Vitale, Jolynn 
Lucas, Missy Walsh-Smith, Brock 
Ward, Judy Weathers, Amye and 
Brian Webster, Ray and Cheryl 
Witzel, Christopher and Heidi 

Parker, Glenn and Lynn Koontz, 
John and Ann Giboney, Gail Yar-
nall, Judy Weathers, Jason and 
Bobbilyn Hogge, Mark and Julie 
Wenzel, Karl Yost, Bill Shaw, Kris-
tin and Curt Rogers, David and 
Leona Bratz, Christina Hansen, 
Thrive Community Fitness, 
Kristine Stultz-Remax, Jilian 
G. Salon, Island Hospital, Les 
Schwab, John L. Scott, Christ 
Episcopal Church, New Hope 
Christian Fellowship, Senff’s 
Crab Adventures, Frontier 
Building, Pacific Design, Seaside 
Auto Body, Beacon Develop-
ment Group, Soroptimist Ana-
cortes, Sunrisers Kiwanis, DASH 
and Windermere Anacortes.

Food to Go appreciates the following individuals and groups  
for their volunteer and monetary support:

Island View first grade teacher Emily Mansfield enjoys reading with 
student Katie Lee. Developing strong reading skills remains a critical 
focus in district classrooms.

How you can help
As an individual, consider sponsoring 

a child for $190 per school year. Tax-de-
ductible donations go to WPC-Anacortes 
Food to Go, 1300 9th Street Anacortes, 
WA 98221.  

As a community organization or a 
business, consider being a larger donor.

Visit, like, and follow FTG’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/foodtogoa-
nacortes 

Volunteer to pack or deliver weekly 
food bags-signup through Volunteer 
Spot at www.vols.pt/uSup3j and also on 
the Facebook page. Or contact reneey-
rod@gmail.com 360.708.3037.
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IN BRIEFMusic education thrives in Anacortes
Music is alive at Anacortes High School. 

In Ian Simonsen’s band class, 25 
members of the school’s wind ensem-

ble find a perfect balance as they explore Steven 
Bryant’s “Dusk.” The piece starts with spacious, 
open intervals and only a few soloists perform-
ing lyrical, heartfelt passages. Over time, more 
musicians enter into extremely slow building 
dissonance, stretching the musical climb to ar-
rive at a soaring peak. 

Across the hall in Carole Leander’s concert 
choir class, close to 50 students are running 
their own sectionals, with singers rehearsing 
in groups according to vocal range. The small 
groups run smoothly because these students 
have learned to problem-solve, to be account-
able and to lead – all by-products of music 
education.

Leander and Simensen agree that music 
classes are more than simply singing or playing 
an instrument. They work to hold students to 
high expectations, teaching middle and high 
school students fundamentals, performance 
skills and the endless pursuit of musical beauty. 

Teaching independence
Simensen says half of learning to be a musi-

cian is playing what your heart wants to play, 
while the other half is gaining skills and musical 
language to help you do so. 

“It’s our job to show students things they 
might not experience anywhere else. Exposing 
them to jazz, orchestral or classical music can 
nurture a passion,” he said.

Simensen’s overall goal is to teach indepen-
dence by making sure students know every 
detail on the sheet music: counting the rhythm, 
understanding key changes and building 
chords. He says if students can conquer rhythm-
reading, they can conquer almost anything.

Leander seeks to expose her choir students 
to hearing and singing a variety of new genres. 
Through choosing quality repertoire, Leander 
is able to teach sight-singing, rhythm-reading 
and proper vocal techniques.

Another main goal is to teach performance 
etiquette.

“A lot of kids come in without ever having 
had the opportunity to prepare for and perform 
in a concert. This includes everything from 
breathing and posture to proper attire,” she said. 

A range of benefits
Musicianship is only one benefit of taking 

music classes. It’s also one of the only disciplines 
that employs both hemispheres of the brain. An 
extensive body of research points to direct links 
between brain development, academic success 
and the study of music. 

Peer-reviewed studies show that music 
education enhances fine motor skills, improves 
recall and retention of verbal information, ad-
vances math achievement, sharpens student 
attentiveness and strengthens perseverance.

Simensen says it’s a universal language that 
teaches self-discipline and builds students’ 
pride: in their school, in their community and 
in their own work. 

Both teachers add that music education 
teaches accountability. Being prepared is vital 
to the success of the whole group. Nowhere is 
the point more poignantly made than during 
a concert where musicians are accountable to 
themselves, their teacher, their peers and their 
audience. 

“There’s something about an artistic experi-
ence where everyone prepares to perform at a 
high level with the end result affecting an audi-
ence,” said Leander. “It’s really special.” 

A family experience 
Music classes serve another purpose. For 

some students, it meets a need no other class 
can. They feel safe, they open up, they have fun. 

Sandy Swartos has been a choir mom for 
seven years: chaperoning, sponsoring and pro-
viding moral support. Her daughter, Hannah, 
will graduate this year.  Swartos says music 
programs are family, as students “have this huge 
sense of community and belonging” they may 
not get elsewhere. 

Middle school counselor Kathleen Root says 
music programs build confidence and teach 
teamwork.

“For students struggling with other academic 
studies, choir and band are the main reason they 
come to school,” she said. “For others, it can ease 
the transition between middle and high school.”

High level of commitment
Taking band or choir comes with extracur-

ricular requirements and expectations. From 
September through June, choir students perform 
at dozens of school and community events, 
various festivals and competitions, many in the 
evening or on weekends. 

Band students also compete and perform 
around the state throughout the year in jazz, 
concert band, and percussion ensemble. In ad-
dition, pep band performs during home football 
and select home basketball games. Simensen 
says school pride really starts with the pep band. 

The district’s music program also offers op-
portunities to compete and perform with elite 
small groups in the Solo & Ensemble Festival,     
as well as All-State and All-Northwest groups.
Community connections

The band and choir programs have a symbi-
otic relationship with the Anacortes community. 
Local service clubs donate toward field trips. 
Community volunteers help mentor students in 
band classes. And many audience members are 
people from the community who simply want 
to support the program. Simensen would love 
to see audiences grow even larger.

What the student musicians give back is ... 
music. The choirs and band ensembles perform 
at banquets, nursing homes, service club meet-
ings and town events such as the tree-lighting 
or Christmas parades.

“Students really grow when they’re present-
ing their work to a real audience. It’s valuable 
learning,” said Leander.

Math recognition 
Each year high schools 

from around the country offer 
the American Mathematics 
Competition to recognize top 
mathematical problem solvers. 
Two tests are offered, one for 
ninth and 10th graders, and 
one for 11th and 12th graders.  

Sponsored by the Math-
ematical Association of Ameri-
ca, the contests are designed to 
engage students and teachers 
in effective mathematical 
problem solving that is consis-
tent with curricular goals, and 
to prepare students for future 
mathematical success.

This year’s AHS winners 
include: Eliot Briefer, junior 
first place; Katherine Butler, 
sophomore, first place; Alex 
Hanesworth, senior, second 
place; Cate Asp, junior, second 
place; Noah Heib, junior, third 
place; Evan Rodriguez, sopho-
more, third place.  
Free summer program  
for high school students

Summer session at the 
Northwest Career & Techni-
cal Academy is an excellent 
way to jump in and explore 
exciting career fields and edu-
cational opportunities while 
still in high school. Anacortes 
students will be able to enroll 
in aerospace manufacturing 
and marine services pro-
grams this summer. The free 
classes run from June 23 to 
July 13. Students earn 0.5 high 
school credits for the course. 

Aerospace manufacturing 
will focus on composite tech-
nology including field trips to 
tour local industries and ex-
plore the vast careers in Skagit 
County. Marine services will 
give students the chance to 
learn more about working 
near and around boats and the 
opportunities unique to Ana-
cortes. Students will become 
familiar with navigation and 
boat handling.

Anacortes students can 
also attend the NCTA campus 
in Mount Vernon. Programs 
include culinary arts, video 
game development, veterinary 
assisting and health sciences.

Students entering high 
school as the class of 2020 (this 
year’s eighth graders) through 
non-graduated seniors are 
eligible to attend. More in-
formation and registration at 
nwtech.k12.wa.us. Classes fill 
up quickly.

Shannon Point classes 
offer enrichment

It has been one year since 
the Anacortes School District 
and Western Washington 
University’s Shannon Point 
Marine Center have part-
nered to bring ocean STEM 
programs to elementary and 
middle school students. 

“It has been a great suc-
cess!” said program coordina-
tor Allison Paul.  

With programs such as 
Early Release Enrichment, 
Ocean STEM Afterschool and 
Odyssey of Science & Arts, 
students discover what hap-
pens at a top-notch university 
marine center and have the 
opportunity to build under-
water ROVs, get hands-on ex-
perience with creatures from 
the Salish Sea, and explore the 
marvelous marine mammals 
that call the Puget Sound their 
home, said Paul.   

Registration is open for 
summer Odyssey of Science & 
Arts, July 18-22 for students in 
grades 3-8. Visit the program 
website for information: wwu.
edu/youth.

BLAKE 
CLAWSON
Senior
Instruments: voice, piano, 
bass trombone, French horn

Began studying music: 
age 10

Awards and Recognitions: 
2015 All-state Symphonic Choir; 2016 All-
state Jazz Choir; 2016 All NW American 
Choral Directors Association Honor Jazz 
Choir
Learning music is important because: It is 
intrinsically a part of the human experience. 
The desire to emote, to comment and to 
connect is in all of us. To do these things 
through musical means is really valuable. I 
love that music is conducive to the human 
condition in its purest and most ideal form.

Favorite part about band or choir: The 
exposure to deeper, more mature, more 
legitimate music. The media and pop culture 
focus on a sound that is NOT the end-all of 
music. In band and choir, we learn to pursue 
other genres. It goes back to the idea that 
music is a means of communicating with 
others.

Future plans and goals: Awaiting replies 
from Stanford and Princeton. I have been 
accepted to a few local schools but can get 
more money from the private universities. 
Eventually I hope to be an educator and 
composer, doing arrangements in jazz, 
symphony and wind ensembles.

TIM GRAFFUIS
Senior
Instruments: euphonium, 
trombone, tuba

Began studying music: 
6th grade

Awards and Recognitions: 
State solo and ensemble 

for euphonium all 4 years; All-state two 
years; community ensembles and Anacortes 
Community Theatre productions

Learning music is important because: 
It gets people who might otherwise not be 
involved, involved in a lifelong activity. It’s a 
very artistic and personal kind of learning. And 
it’s absolutely my calling; without it, I don’t 
know what I’d be doing.

Favorite part about band: The social 
connection. These classes involve bringing 
students together to create music. It’s 
connecting students to each other and the 
music.  
Future plans and goals: I hope to attend 
University of Puget Sound and study music 
education. I really want to teach music and 
inspire younger people.

DANIELLE LONG
Senior
Instruments: piano and 
trumpet

Began studying music: 
piano, age 4; trumpet, sixth 
grade

Awards and recognitions: 
State solo-ensemble 2016; Anacortes 
Community Theatre productions; Anacortes 
Lutheran Church performances.

Learning music is important because: 
Music makes you understand things from a 
different perspective. It helps you realize why 
everything else is the way it is. It connects to 
everything. Being in band is like being with 
one big family. And you don’t just learn about 
your instrument. You learn about others as 
well. It’s very enlightening.

I love playing trumpet because: It’s a bold 
instrument. And when I play, I take on that 
bold personality. I can also play a wide variety 
of genres with the trumpet. 
Future plans and goals: I want to major in 
chemistry or another science, and minor in 
music. My pipe dream is to travel the world as 
a musician.

Teacher Carole Leander often directs singers 
from the piano. In addition to choir, she teaches 
music theory and guitar.

KC Mathes, Morgan Billow and Eliot Briefer practice during a recent class. AHS bands have received rave 
reviews for their high level of performance this year.
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I would like those reading 
this to take a moment and 
think of somebody you 
would consider to be your 
best friend. Someone who 
you want to be around all 
the time. Someone who 
makes you laugh. Someone 
you can confide in. Someone 
who pushes you to do your 
best; because even when 
you fall, they will be there 
to help you back up. 

Noah Shepard embodies 
all of these traits and more. 
And he didn’t stop at his 
close friends.

I met Noah the summer 
of my junior year at a 
jazz choir fundraiser. I was 
worried about fitting into 
this new program, but any 
of my nerves or feelings of 
anxiety instantly disappeared 
in a short conversation with 

Noah. He didn’t know me, 
but he welcomed me like we 
had been friends for years. 

This experience is shared 
by anyone who has had 
just one conversation 
with Noah. He was jubilant, 
warm, and full of an energy 
that infected everyone 
around him with joy. Every 
program he was involved in 
gained a sort of life that only 
he could provide.

To really know Noah, 
it is also important to 
understand that he was the 
definition of an involved 
student. He was a football 
player, a singer, an actor, 
a dancer, and for a brief 
period of time, a fantastic 
rollerskater. These are 
more than just titles, they 
represent the hundreds of 
stories that Noah gave us. 

It’s the stories that paint 
the best picture of what he 
meant to everyone who 
knew him. 

He made us laugh and 
smile with his accurate 
portrayal of Elvis during our 

winter choir performance 
of Blue Christmas. He 
made many cry during 
Xanadu when he leaped 
onto the backs of several 
prone dancers in a move 
they dubbed, “The Roll of 
Death.”  And I have never 
been more proud of a friend 
than when I learned that 
he was accepted to Eastern 
Washington University. He 
always wanted to go to 
college, and he was able 
to, even if it was only for a 
short time.

Noah was a massive part 
of my life, and even though 
the time I had with him was 
far too short, he gave me 
many cherished memories. 
He was my inspiration to 
sing tenor. He was my tag 
team dance-off companion. 
He was my business partner. 

He was my wingman. He 
was my buddy cop. But 
more than anything else, he 
was my friend. 

Think back to the person 
you held in your mind when 
you started reading this. Call 
them, text them, snapchat 
them. Tell them how much 
they mean to you. Tell them 
that you love them.

Because our friends make 
us who we are, and we owe 
them everything.

Editor’s note: Noah 
Shepard, AHS Class of 2015, 
died March 14, 2016, when he 
collapsed suddenly at a youth 
event in Spokane. Friends, 
family and community 
members celebrated his life 
in a ceremony at Brodniak 
Auditorium on March 21, 
2016.

In memory of my friend Noah Shepard
By Mason Dellutri, AHS senior

Noah Shepard  
and Mason Dellutri

Photo by Clara Estenson

AHS students CJ Kube, Sophia Riccardi and Paige Mooney joined a talented cast in the 
school’s production of ‘Wonder of the World’ by David Lindsay-Abaire. 

AHS students Katie Reyerson and Savannah Zullo 
won first place in business ethics in the regional 
competition for Future Business Leaders of America. 

Island View 
third grader 
Tucker Gugel 
and fourth 
grader Lillian 
Hoard in Teresa 
Kasch-Lewis’ 
class helped 
create a book 
called ‘Lean on 
Me’ about the 
class partner-
ship with Dogs 
On Call, regis-
tered therapy 
animals. 

Mt. Erie sixth graders Nik Bates and Nick Furin took first place 
in the districtwide Kid Wind competition. Through creative 
engineering, the students designed a turbine that doubled the 
energy production of their competitors.  

AMS students Geoffrey Hamilton, Scott Geer and Morgan 
Fine bring to life 1940s New York City in the school’s 
recent musical theater production of Guys & Dolls Jr. by 
Frank Loesser.  

Fidalgo fifth grader Madison Wakefield works 
on a ceramic piece during a class led by Guemes 
artist Sue Roberts, as part of the ‘Local Artists 
in the Schools’ program.
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ATHLETE 
SPOTLIGHT

Spring sports bring learning outside

Photo by Bob Laws

The AHS swim and dive team dominated the competition to bring 
home the state championship for the second consecutive year. The Se-
ahawks finished with 231.5 points to hold off Shorecrest (207 points) 
and Sehome (189 points).

Name: Maetja Verbarendse, 
junior
Sport: Golf

How long: 3 
years
Favorite hole: Par 
4 because it’s not 
super short, so 
you can recover if 
you miss.
Golf challenge: 
It’s mostly men-
tal; you don’t 

have a team to rely on. You have 
to stay focused and keep your 
head in the game the whole time.
Goal this season: Return to dis-
tricts and make it to finals
Spring Break plans: Visiting 
Vanderbilt in Nashville, TN. I get 
to shadow a student and attend 
classes. We’re also going to go to 
the Grand Old Opry.
Other sports: Swim team (cap-
tain)
Want to travel to: Argentina

Name: Olivia West, senior
Sport: Tennis 

How long: 2 years
Favorite pro:  Ser-
ena Williams
Why tennis: It’s 
such an individ-
ual sport, so you 
have to rely on 
yourself. It gives 
you a feeling of 
power and is very 

fulfilling when you finish the set.
Spring break: Puerta Vallarta 
with my mom and grandparents.
Future plans: Attend WSU and 
get my degree in business, take a 
year off to travel, and then attend 
the Culinary Institute of America 
in NYC.
 
Name: Johnny Fischer, senior
Sport: Soccer

How long: 13 
years
Favorite position: 
Left wing or left 
back
Favorite pro 
team: FC Barce-
lona
Goal this season: 
JV team to go 

undefeated. Know that our goals 
were scored from good passing 
and that we worked together as 
a team.
Team you most want to beat: 
Bellingham
Hardest part of playing soc-
cer: Keeping your calm before 
you take a shot. It’s much more 
nerve-wracking than during 
practice.
Other hobbies: Working on my 
car, fishing in a local lake or run-
ning in the woods.
Future plans: Enlist in Navy with 
hopes of going to an academy or 
attend UW through ROTC.
 
Name: Austin Hughes, senior
Sport: Track & Field

How long:  4 
years
Events: Mile and 
two-mile
Personal record: 
5:00 for the mile
Running a race: 
I mainly focus on 
my breathing and 
zone in on the 

runner in front of me as a goal. 
Spring break: Rock-climbing in 
Oregon with YD
Track lessons: I learned a lot 
about leadership, working with 
my team and how to take care 
of my body, especially after an 
injury. I also learned about nutri-
tion.

AHS sophomore Andrew Aggergaard works on his 
high jump form during a recent practice. His other 
event is the 300m hurdles.

Junior Jazmine Farrell and sophomore Halley Geist 
practice a handoff. The two run on the team’s 4x100 
relay squad. 

Sophomore Marcus Stoll competes in shotput, discus and 
javelin this year. Stoll also plays football and is on the 
honor roll.

Beautiful season: AHS swim & dive wins state

For the second year in 
a row, the Anacortes 
High School Boys’ Swim 

and Dive team is the reign-
ing state champ. The team’s 
progress has been like clock-
work. 

Five years ago, the team 
ranked fourth overall at the 
state championship. The fol-
lowing year it placed third. 
Three years ago, the team 
moved up to second in state 
and then last year, it brought 
home the state championship. 

This February, the boys 
showed their strength, speed 
and endurance in the pool 
once again. The road to state 
finals can be grueling, and 
it takes focus. Head Coach 
Leslie Mix, an 11 time NCAA 
All-American swimmer who 
swam in the Olympic trials in 
college, has coached the Ana-
cortes teams since 2000. She 
was awarded Class 2A Coach 
of the Year by her colleagues.

Leslie Mix, swim coach

All of my 
state 

swimmers 
have previ-
ous club 
experience. 
Most of these 
guys are 
swimming 
year-round. 
I think it’s 

good for kids to be coached 
by different people. It helps 
them be versatile and learn 
to make decisions for them-
selves about their own swim-
ming. 

What makes our team 
unique, though, is that first 
and foremost, our guys are 
close friends. We work to 
make what can often be a 
very individual sport a team 
sport. We talk about expecta-
tions at practice and at meets. 
They know they are to be 
standing behind the blocks 
cheering on their teammates 
through the entire meet. It 
truly makes a difference to 
the guy in the pool.

Swimming teaches per-
severance. It is not instant 

gratification. You have to 
work toward a goal, some-
times for years, and it gives 
kids an edge in other areas of 
life when it comes to patience 
and hard work. The team also 
learns that you can achieve 
a lot more by working as a 
team, than by doing it indi-
vidually. 

We are losing some great 
seniors this year. It’s going to 
be rough, but we have some 
strong young swimmers, and 
I know we’ll be competitive. 
We will still be in the hunt.

Elliot Hofferth, senior

I feel like 
our team 

is successful 
because we 
are so tight. 
We all know 
each other 
really well, 
so we can 
anticipate 
each other’s 

moves, and we recognize each 
other’s strengths and weak-
ness. This is crucial in relays. 
We also support each other. 
You definitely go faster when 

your team is yelling at you. 
So many of us have years 

of experience which comes in 
handy before races. We know 
what to expect; even though 
we are nervous, there’s this 
sense of calm. Swimming has 
taught me to be on time, to 
trust my body and my coach, 
and to focus: 75 percent of 
a race is mental. I definitely 
want to continue swimming 
after high school, either in 
Division I or with a club, if I 
can’t compete. I plan to attend 
either Cal Poly for materials 
engineering or Arizona State 
for aeronautical engineering.

Nathan Mathes,
sophomore

The state 
experi-

ence is 
amazing. But 
there can be 
a lot of pres-
sure if you’re 
seeded 
first, which 
I was. The 
cool thing, 

though, is that you get what’s 
called a “walk-out song,” so 
I got to choose my own song. 
You can use the song to get 
pumped up or to mess with 
your opponents’ mental state. 
I chose Energy by Drake just 
to get pumped. But once you 
walk out, you have to be fully 
in the zone, immersed in the 
racing mindset; you have to 
find the perfect balance of 
focus without nerves. 

I have to give a lot of credit 
to Coach Mix. She knows how 
to get the most out of us. On 
our team, we trust each other.
This support starts before the 
race, where we talk each other 
up, and lasts through the 
whole meet. Next year, we are 
going to have to step up and 
fill some big shoes. My goal is 
always to get a PR (personal 
record), and it would be great 
to go to state again.

It’s been a great 
start to the 2016 

season for Seahawk 
baseball team. We’ve 

got a group of kids that 
really listen well and 
represent themselves 
in the right way, both 
as students and ath-
letes. It’s a little bit of 

a unique mix with just 
three upperclassmen 
– seniors Joe Brennan 

and Griffin Overa, and 
junior Ryan Camp-

bell. The players have 
been very receptive to 

a brand new coach-
ing staff, and the first 
month of the season 

has been a lot of fun for 
players and

coaches.

Baseball coach Pat Swapp

“

”

State results

1st place 
200 IM, Elliot Hofferth 
(team record) 
100 fly, Elliot Hofferth 
(team record) 
Nathan Mathes 100 free 
(team record)
400 free relay,
Elliott Hofferth, Brett 
Johnson, Mikey Laws, 
Nathan Mathes

2nd place 
50 free, Nathan Mathes 
200 free relay, 
Elliott Hofferth, Brett 
Johnson, Mikey Laws, 
Nathan Mathes 
(team record) 

3rd place 
200 IM, Mikey Laws
100 free, Mikey Laws
100 fly, Emmett Moore 
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COMMUNITY VOICES

Creating a student culture of giving back
By Becky 
Motherwell,  
retired ASd 
teAcher And 
coMMunity 
volunteer

While many in our com-
munity are aware that 
secondary schools in 

our district require students to 
devote hours to community ser-
vice, they may be unaware of the 
scope of service activities and 
the impact this service has on 
our community and the lives of 
students. Anacortes has time and 
again supported education when 
asked to do so. That culture of 
support, of giving back, is also 
being nurtured in our schools 
and the lives of our students.

Community service is a 
requirement at the middle 
school and high school.  During 
middle school, students need 
to devote three hours of service 
each school year for a total of 
six hours.  If those hours are not 
completed, students risk not be-
ing able to participate in moving 
up activities.

At the high school, the mini-
mum requirement is five hours 
per year for a total of 20 hours.  
However, those service experi-
ences are woven into their senior 
presentations. Every graduat-
ing senior is required to give a 
presentation to a panel of com-
munity members. They are ex-
pected to answer three essential 
questions: Who am I? Where am 
I going? How will I get there? 
Community service plays a key 
role in helping students define 

themselves and create pathways 
to understanding what the fu-
ture might hold for them.

But that’s just a small part of 
the story.  

The wonderful reality is that 
many of our students far exceed 
the minimum. This year stu-
dents at the middle school and 
high school, through Builder’s 
Club and Future Career and 
Community Leaders of America, 
have devoted dozens of hours 
assisting the food donation pro-
gram A Simple Gesture in pro-
cessing donations to the Salva-
tion Army food bank.  Students 
of Green Club at the high school 
are aware of the beauty unique 
to Anacortes and seek ways to 
protect the environment around 
them, taking action by initiating 
new water fountains at the high 
school to reduce the use of plas-

tic bottles. Key Club at the high 
school participates in multiple 
community service activities 
(assists Action Club in e-cycling, 
trick or treating for UNICEF, 
Thanksgiving and Veterans Day 
dinners at the Eagles, Christmas 
tree pick-up). 

Kids are volunteering to read 
to younger students, spend time 
at the senior center, pick up trash 
on the beaches, or mow the lawn 
of an elderly neighbor.

Anacortes is a beautiful place 
made more beautiful by the 
attitude of compassion, service, 
and devotion to one another and 
our environment expressed so 
many ways through the students 
of Anacortes School District. Our 
district has helped to shape life-
long attitudes of giving back in 
a community that has given so 
much to them.

EVENTS  
CALENDAR
APRIL
13: Parent Educational Series –  
The Arts: Creativity in Schools  
and at Home by Janice Veal,  
6 pm, AMS Art Room
15: Skagit Jazz Night,  
6pm, Brodniak 
21: AHS student-led  
conferences and senior  
culminating conferences
26: Parent Night for incoming  
kindergarteners, AMS, 7 pm
28: School board study  
session, 3 pm; Service club  
reception, 5 pm; School  
board meeting, 6:15 pm
28-29: Kindergarten Round Up, 
Anacortes Christian Church,  
9 am to 1 pm 
29:  Early release K-12  
(staff development)

MAY
5: School board site visit,  
Cap Sante HS, 8 am 
5: AHS groundbreaking,  
Rice Field, 10:30 am 
26: School Board study  
session, 3 pm; Brodniak Award 
reception, 5 pm; School Board  
meeting, 6:15pm
27: Early release K-12
30: No school (Memorial Day)
31: No school (Snow day)

JUNE
6: AMS Finale Band Concert,  
6pm, Brodniak Hall
7: AHS Finale Band Concert,  
7pm, Brodniak Hall
7: ASD Retirement Tea, 4 pm
13:  AMS-AHS Choir Concert,  
7pm, Brodniak Hall
17: AHS Graduation
22: Early release K-12:  
Last day of school

Second grade teacher Monica 
Frost walks among the tables 
in her classroom at Island 

View. Students are in pairs re-
searching Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Each pair shares a laptop. 

On a large screen at the front, 
students can see what is on Frost’s 
own computer: an educational 
website. At the touch of a button, 
she can project the screen of any 
computer in the classroom onto 
the large screen, allowing all stu-
dents to see the site a specific pair 
is visiting.

These touchscreen laptops were 
rolled out to all kindergarten 
through second grade classes in 
January, during the second phase 
of the district’s technology initia-
tive. While district third graders 
each have their own laptop, K-2 
students use a 2:1 ratio with two 
students sharing a device, which 
can be used as a tablet or a laptop. 

‘Overjoyed with  
the learning’

Students and teachers say they 
are overjoyed with the learning 
opportunities they have seen so far. 

Sharing a device for the youngest 
learners has not been a problem for 
the kids. In fact, collaboration is one 
of the greatest learning benefits.

“Sharing is just a part of the 
mindset for these kids,” said MJ 
D’Amelio, who teaches first grade 
at Mt. Erie. 

There’s more partner talk and 
more meaningful conversations, 
say teachers.

“They teach each other. It’s 
incredible to hear them help each 
other,” said kindergarten teacher 
Amber Hunter.

Collaboration is the middle 
step in a teaching strategy called, 
“I do, we do, you do” where the 
teacher models a skill, students 
work together, and finally try it 
individually. The advantage is 
that they have a partner to give 
them immediate feedback when 
something works or goes wrong.

“I’m  astonished at how they 
patiently observe and then help. 
They don’t take over their partner’s 
screen,” said Whitney kindergarten 
teacher Julie Riccardi.

For students who might struggle 
academically, the partnering has 
been empowering. Fidalgo first 
grade teacher Patty Johnson says 
it’s put those tech-savvy kids in a 
leadership role and helped them 
gain confidence. 

The devices improve student 
learning in other ways, too. When 
students research a topic with a 
partner, discovering the informa-
tion themselves as opposed to 
hearing it from the teacher, the les-

son becomes more student-driven. 
Frost says when control is with the 
students, they take more owner-
ship of their learning.

Addressing skill levels
Teachers use the devices to help 

differentiate among the many skill 
levels they see in their classes. In 
Johnson’s class, students use the 
touch screen instead of individual 
lap whiteboards. The application 
is called digital inking, or sketch-
pad. In one lesson, students learn 
suffixes and prefixes with one stu-
dent circling the base word, while 
her partner underlines the suffix. 

At Mt. Erie, first grade teachers 
use the laptops in math lessons. 
Partners play math games at their 
own level and move up as they 
master different skills. Students 
get immediate feedback: if they 
get a problem wrong, the game 
gives them more problems to 
practice that skill. Once they’ve 
mastered a skill, the game offers 
more difficult problems or prob-
lems of a different skill set. 

First grade teacher Angie Miller 

says it’s been a great tool to rein-
force math concepts. 

“It’s a new way to engage kids 
in learning,” she said. “We need to 
be intentional. At home, the pur-
pose of technology isn’t necessar-
ily to learn; it’s often to have fun. 
We want to be cognizant of what 
we’re plugging them into. It needs 
to be relevant and meaningful.”

Frost and colleague Samantha 
Ng, who teaches the 1st/2nd 
Challenge class, have been using 
a site called School in the Cloud 
that allows students to see and 
comment on classroom discus-
sions from around the world. 
The discussion groups, called 
SOLE (Self Organized Learning 
Environments) pose a “big ques-
tion” that students then answer by 
researching the topic.

Ng says this worked “brilliant-
ly” with the 2:1 model because the 
nature of SOLE is so collaborative. 

Teachers at all the schools have 
used the laptops for small group 
work, which helps them give 
individual students needed at-
tention. For example, partners can 

be working on a literacy game, 
practicing “trick words” while a 
teacher pulls individuals over for 
reading aloud practice.

At the kindergarten level, this 
looks different because many kin-
dergartners don’t yet read. Much 
of their laptop use has been mini-
lessons on maintenance: how to 
turn it on and off, how to scroll, 
where the volume button is.

Professional development
Riccardi points to the valuable 

professional development offered 
by instructional technology fa-
cilitator Mary Elizabeth Pearson 
as part of the success she’s had. 

“The roll-out was very well 
thought out. We learned a lot 
before we even got the devices. 
If I wouldn’t have had that train-
ing, my use of the laptops would 
have been very minimal. Mary 
Elizabeth has been great and is 
always available,” she said.

Johnson and Mt. Erie first 
grade teachers agree. They say 
Pearson has really helped them 
learn to use the laptops as a tool, 
not just a substitute for a text. 
Pearson has helped find relevant 
lessons and apps that would take 
teachers hours to sift through.

“She’s open to learning herself 
and not afraid to model trouble-
shooting when she encounters a 
problem,” said Johnson. Ironically, 
Pearson was a student in the kin-
dergarten class Johnson student 
taught 38 years ago. 

Next steps
Where to next? Frost says ex-

pectations will increase gradually 
as students and teachers adapt 
to using the technology. She’s 
already planned future science 
(butterflies and wind) units using 
School in the Cloud.

Many teachers look forward to 
the arrival of headsets this spring. 
These headphones have a small 
microphone attached so students 
can record their own voices 
while reading. Students will 
learn accountability by listening 
to their own fluency. It will also 
allow teachers to listen to their 
students’ recordings outside of 
class and then assign appropriate 
leveled reading practice. 

Miller speculates even further 
ahead to when this year’s kin-
dergartners enter her class next 
year already knowledgeable on 
the devices. That class will be 
the first class in the district to 
have classroom technology every 
single year through graduation.

Next fall marks the third phase 
of roll-outs with grades 4 to 6 get-
ting classroom devices. 

New tech offers more classroom options

Mt. Erie first grade teacher Angie Miller works with Saraie Campos and Bai-
ley Jurkovich on a program to practice math. Teachers say technology helps 
them personalize learning.
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special thanks

Two AHS teachers 
deserve special thanks. 
Ruth Masters’ weekly 

updates about scheduling and 
expectations in AP Literature 
and Composition allow us to 
engage in thoughtful discus-
sion about the work. She also 
tirelessly reviews essays and 
writes recommendations for 
her students. Victor Garcia 
has been working to bring 
a group of eight students to 
Cuba this summer. He point-
ed them in the right direction 
to create resumes, helped with 
fundraising, and provided 
timely information for a scien-
tific research trip that will look 
at coral reef communities in 
the Caribbean. He is an amaz-
ing mentor and looks outside 
of the classroom for continued 
and varied study.

Kelly Middleton, parent


