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Earlier this month, 144 
walkers and runners 
braved a chilly morn-

ing in Washington Park to 
turn out for the inaugural 
“Fueling Education” Fun 
Run. Sponsored by Shell 
Puget Sound Refinery, the 
event raised $35,000 for the 
Anacortes Schools Founda-
tion. 

“It was such an amaz-
ing day,” said ASF board 
member Maggie Thompson. 
“It was just so great to see 
the community come out to 
support kids. We’re so ap-
preciative to Shell for their 
efforts.” 

The idea for the event 
was the brainchild of Shell 
employee Ryan Kudlacek, 
who helped organize a 
similar event in Texas. He 
led a team of more than 
30 volunteers over several 
months to ensure an enjoy-
able outing for families. 
The run included a bouncy 
house, face painting, coffee, 
snacks and T shirts. 

Executive-level spon-
sors included Dunkin and 
Bush industrial painting 
contractors and Cat-Spec, a 
turn-key reactor specialty 
contractor.

The event started with a 
half-mile race for children 
before the 5K race. The 5K 
course started with a jaunt 
down to Skyline before dou-
bling back to the Washing-
ton Park loop. 

Logan Hanrahan, Ethan 
Henderson and Andrew 
Fountain topped the men’s 
race. Annalisa Krystof, Kath-
ryn Merrill and Sheri Baker 
led the pack in the women’s 
race. 

“The Fun Run would nev-
er have been possible with-
out the support of the Shell 
Puget Sound Leadership 
Team, Anacortes Schools 
Foundation and the many 
volunteers,” said Kudlacek. 
“Our volunteers put in more 
than 500 hours planning and 
executing the event to make 
it an overwhelming suc-
cess. I was amazed by the 
leadership demonstrated by 
the team and cannot wait to 
start our planning for 2016.” 

ASF board member Rene 
Vance called the planning 
“flawless.” 

“It was a fantastic result, 
especially for the first year,” 
she said. 

Funds will go to field 
trips, special equipment and 
special projects through a 
teacher grant application 
process this fall.

It’s Friday morning, and a car 
pulls up to school with a deliv-
ery of 20 bags of food – packed 

the day before – for children to 
take home for the weekend. The 
packages get delivered to the 
counselor’s office for distribution 
later in the day. It’s all part of 
“Food to Go,” a new community 
partnership that provides nutri-
tious weekend food for students in 
need throughout the school year. 

Part of the village 
The idea for such a program 

emerged when Stephanie Hankey, 
pastor at Westminster Presbyteri-
an Church, approached the district 
seeking a volunteer project. 

“As a church, we have a re-
sponsibility to the community,” 
she said in a recent interview. 
“We wanted to find a local project 
where we could fill a need.” 

In discussing options with su-
perintendent Mark Wenzel, the 
idea of a food “backpack” pro-
gram emerged. Such programs 
have been implemented across the 
country, and Wenzel had experi-
ence with them in other districts. 

“I was thrilled to see someone 
take this on,” said Wenzel. This 
program will definitely make a 
difference in children’s lives.” 

September launch
Already it has. Launched last 

month, Food to Go provides week-
end bags to about 100 Anacortes 
elementary students. Local resi-
dent Kari Mathis serves as coor-
dinator, with Carrie Worra, Renée 
Rodriguez and Hankey serving on 
the core leadership team.  

Organizers raised about $20,000 
through a generous private dona-
tion and a church youth group 
production of Godspell this sum-
mer – enough money to get the 
program off the ground for the 
school year with the current num-
ber of students enrolled. 

Logistics require a lot of plan-
ning. Volunteers must order cost-
effective food each week, organize 
volunteers to pack the food, and 

deliver the bags to Whitney, Is-
land View, Mt. Erie and Fidalgo 
elementary schools. Food includes 
cereal, cereal bars, ravioli, soup, 
milk, fruit and more. 

Gratitude 
Mt. Erie counselor Stacey Este-

nson says launching the program 
caused her to see Anacortes chil-
dren and families in a new light. 

“I didn’t realize the number of 
kids needing food,” she said. “The 
food has been nutritious and well 
received. The joy and delight show 
on our students’ faces. I have not 
experienced shame, but grateful-
ness from the children. This has 
helped me connect to more Mt. 
Erie students in a new and differ-
ent way. I just want to thank the 

community members for support-
ing our kids.” 

Island View counselor Tony 
Vecchione shares a story about a 
third grader receiving food. Living 
with siblings, the boy and his fam-
ily struggle with a limited family 
income. 

“The boy walked up to me in the 
hallway and asked me, ‘Hey Mr. 
Vecchione, am I going to get food 
in my backpack again today?’” the 
counselor explained. 

“I said to him, ‘Yes you will. You 
will be getting a bag of food every 
Friday.’”

‘You mean the whole year?’ His 
eyes went wide.

‘That’s right’, I said.   He gave 
me a hug.  He looked up at me. I 
smiled at him.  He smiled, let go 
and walked out to the playground 
with a little bounce in his step.”  

For coordinator Kari Mathis, it’s 
exciting to hear such stories. 

“It’s important for us all to 
realize that we have children in 
this small, relatively affluent com-
munity who are going hungry,” 
she said. “This is making a big 
impact on them. We have huge 
possibilities for the future – to 
grow the program to make sure 
every child in Anacortes has food.” 

To learn more about Food to Go or 
to volunteer, contact Vanessa Wel-
lington at vwellington@asd103.org 
or 293-1211. Food to Go is trying to 
expand the number of students served, 
and accepting financial contributions 
from the community. Checks may be 
sent to Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1300 9th St, Anacortes, WA 
98221. Write “Food to Go” in the 
subject line.

Volunteers Kari Mathis, Chuck Ackerman, Carrie Worra and Renée 
Rodriguez get ready to pack bags for the Food to Go program. The 
new district-community partnership provides about 100 children 
with food each weekend. 

The winning mural during this year’s AHS Homecoming Week was the Class of 2016 depiction of the 1960s. 
Senior Alex Hanesworth researched and selected eight iconic images of the decade, photographed them, used 
Photoshop to enhance the images so they would reflect the pop art style of Andy Warhol, and traced them on 
paper. She mixed all the colors needed and then worked with a team of students to paint the images and create 
the mural. Judges commented that it was the strongest homecoming artwork in recent memory. 
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terrific techs

I would like to thank the IT 
department for their constant 
help in keeping hundreds of 

computers up and running. I es-
pecially appreciate Val Robinson, 
Mary Elizabeth Pearson, David 
Rodriguez, Naun Gallardo and 
Tyler Starkovich who have per-
sonally helped in my classroom! 

Danica Kelly, Fidalgo teacher

summer work

I would like to make a hearty 
shout-out to the maintenance, 
custodial, and grounds crews. 

Their summer work was amaz-
ing. Maintenance crews made 
a number of safety enhance-
ments at Island View, including 
rerouting the parking lot and 
filling gravel areas on our north 
playground with cement. The 
grounds looked impeccable, 
particularly the shrubbery. New 
lines were painted on our park-
ing lot and playgrounds. Finally, 
our hallways and classrooms 
sparkled. Special praise goes 
to Flora Tenzler, who took on 
several big cleaning projects late 
in the summer. Much pride is 
shown by our building crews. 
Thank you for your work.

Brian Hanrahan,  
Island View principal

pta hero 

Sonia Hambleton, a parent 
of two Mt. Erie Elementary 
students, stands out as a pe-

rennial PTA hero for our school. 
Sonia has been treasurer at Mt. 
Erie for two years, and now is 
our fundraising chair. She has a 
long history at Mt. Erie of driving 
new initiatives, coaching others, 
building fundraising success 
and enabling many programs to 
continue. 

This year she spearheaded a 
fundraising project with Clothes 
for the Cause. By rallying parents 
and the community, Sonia helped 
gather more than 700 bags of used 
clothing, raising $3,005 for the 
PTA to spend on Anacortes youth! 

Sonia’s garage was full of 
hundreds of bags for weeks on 
end. And her truck was always 
parked out front of the school, 
filled to the brim with used 
clothes. She spent weekends 
stuffing garbage bags with used 
clothing and loading them into, 
and then out of, various trailers. 
We send a HUGE shout out for 
her positive attitude, creative 
fundraising and endless energy!

Dom Tor Fleming and
Julie VanQuickenborne,

Mt. Erie PTA

robotics mentor

Shannon Jenkins is the new 
FIRST Robotics FTC (FIRST 
Tech Challenge) coach. 

She is coaching two teams, one 
comprised of middle school-
aged students (Team 8934) and 
one comprised of high school 
freshmen (Team 7198). Each team 
has to design, prototype, build, 
revise, rebuild and compete us-
ing their robots that are made to 
carry out many different specific 
tasks. These same tasks are given 
to teams around the world and 
after several months of design-
ing and building these robots, 
competitions begin.

Shannon gives countless hours 
of her time to ensure that the two 
Anacortes FTC teams are ready 
for these competitions that begin 
next month. She is constantly 
available to answer questions for 
all of the different areas of robot-
ics, guide the students through 
all stages of design and build and 
generally support their overall 
learning. I am thrilled that she is 
there to encourage and support 
our kids.

 Tonda Smit, 
AMS and AHS parent

swim heroes

I would like to commend a 
number of Anacortes students 
and the AHS swim coach 

Leslie Mix. On Saturday, Septem-
ber 26th, the NWC invite was 
held at the Fidalgo Pool. Dur-
ing the meet a swimmer had a 
seizure, and lifeguards on duty 
Nate Weeks and Elizabeth Tripp, 
swim Coach Mix, and bystanders 
Lauren Conrardy, Maetja Verba-
randese, and Bella Wyll jumped 
to the rescue. 

Weeks and Tripp entered the 
water to support the swimmer 
who couldn’t control her own 
body, Conrardy retrieved the 
backboard to get her out of the 
water and to the paramedics.

Verbarandese took over the 
lifeguarding duties of watching 
the rest of the pool and keeping 
the pool calm, and Wyll called 
911. 

Coach Mix assisted in help-
ing retrieve the swimmer out of 
the water. Their quick thinking, 
teamwork, and excellent life-
guard training from the Fidalgo 
Pool and Fitness Center remedied 
a serious situation.

Kathy Whitney, meet referee

team effort

A big “thank you” to our 
Project Advisory Team, 
Rice field Committee and 

Veterans Memorial Committee 
for all of their dedication of time 
and talent to help develop the 
educational specifications for our 
new high school, athletic field 
and veterans memorial.

Committee members’ thought-
ful interactions helped to make 
the process positive, connected 
and successful. 

Erin Rieger, 
school board director

rotary does it again

I’d like to give a shout out to 
the Anacortes Rotary Club for 
featuring the AHS Broadcast 

Club in their annual auction last 
week. The “Raise the Paddle” 
brought in nearly $20,000 to sup-
port the Broadcast Club and their 
video production equipment 
needs. Thank you Rotarians for 
your generosity and support!

Jim Thompson, AHS teacher 

val holtgeerts

A big shout out to Val 
Holtgeerts as she moves 
from teaching PE at Mount 

Erie to Anacortes Middle School. 
Val’s years at Mount Erie taught 
a generation of students that fun 
and creativity can be a key part of 
physical activity. From Castle Ball 
to Quidditch, there was never a 
dull moment in Val’s classes. She 
helped all kids grow in so many 
ways through movement and 

sport. We will miss her at Mount 
Erie, but I am sure our kids will 
love having her at AMS.

Polly Dubbel, parent

love of learning

We appreciate the won-
derfully positive and 
encouraging teaching 

style of Carley Higgins, our son 
Finnegan’s third grade teacher at 
Fidalgo Elementary. She is truly 
giving the kids a lifelong love of 
learning! Our son loves being in 
her classroom. 

Laurie Bergvall and 
Paul McFarland, parents

‘blown away’ 

Island View student Rowan 
Tull stopped by our shelter to-
day. He just celebrated his 11th 

birthday and asked his guests to 
donate to the Anacortes Family 
Center in lieu of presents. He 
raised nearly $70 that his parents 
then matched!

I was blown away by his gen-
erosity and his amazing aware-
ness of others going through 
tough times. 

Dustin Johnson, 
executive director

Anacortes Family Center

amazing job

The district’s volunteer coor-
dinator, Jayne Branch, com-
pletes 16 years of employ-

ment with ASD this month. It has 
been an incredible ride in which 
Jayne has dramatically grown the 
number of volunteers in Ana-

cortes schools. A huge part of her 
job has been connecting volun-
teers to students who need help. 
Last year, the district benefited 
from 25,000 hours of volunteer 
time logged by approximately 
1,200 individuals. 

Across the years, Jayne has 
been guided by a passion for 
supporting students and reach-
ing out to volunteers to let them 
know how much a difference 
they make. Bravo, Jayne. You 
leave quite a legacy. 

Mark Wenzel, superintendent

all-around  
contributor

Liz Lovelett is enthusiasti-
cally entrenched in many 
pockets of our commu-

nity and her efforts deserve the 
spotlight. She is involved in the 
schools as a parent volunteer at 
Island View, the co-chair of the 
PTA at Whitney Elementary, an 
after-school art teacher at Whit-
ney, and organizer/lead volun-
teer for the cafeteria compost 
program at Whitney. Ms. Lovelett 
currently serves as a city council 
member and also a caring yoga 
instructor in town. Her mind-
ful commitment to serve and 
improve our community on a 
daily basis is both observable and 
noteworthy.

Nicole Mortimer, parent

dedication,  
devotion, loyalty

I want to express my sincere 
gratitude to para educators 
Doreen Gillette, Glynis Loser 

and Linda Earwood for their 
dedication, devotion and loyalty 
to Room 2 students and to me. 
They are truly team players, and 
I could not run my program suc-
cessfully without them. 

Teresa Lewis, 
Island View teacher

dance therapy

Two sixth grade students, El-
lette Broyles and Alaire The-
riot, deserve a shout out for 

their volunteer role with Mount 
Erie’s new dance therapy class. 
Both students have graciously 
given up valuable class time to 
support our youngest students 
once a week. The instructor Silja 
Shjarback has been incredibly 
impressed with their kind, caring 
approach to building relation-
ships with our six dancing stu-
dents. Thank you, girls.

Peter Donaldson, 
Mt. Erie principal

food to go

I’d like to acknowledge Stacey 
Estenson, Mt. Erie’s counselor, 
for all of her efforts in get-

ting our Food to Go backpack 
program up and running. Stacey 
was a huge help in figuring out 

the best way to get weekend food 
bags into the backpacks of our K-6 
children in need of supplemen-
tal food over weekends. Stacey 
worked with all four elementary 
schools to get everyone on the 
same page with our program. We 
have added students to our list of 
those served each week who are 
identified by Stacey and the other 
school contacts. Thanks for your 
passion and willingness to work 
to get this program off the ground 
so quickly!

Kari Mathis, coordinator
Food to Go program

writing tutor

I am writing this for my favorite 
person and favorite tutor, 
Robin Catlin. This very sweet 

lady works as a nurse at Island 
Hospital. She helps her com-
munity by giving kids the ability 
to write by using their imagina-
tion. Moving to Washington one 
year ago, I knew no one until I 
met my best friend. My Mom 
saw that I was struggling with 
my work, and my best friend 
then introduced me to Robin. She 
has been inspiring me to do great 
things and to study hard ever 
since. I think Robin is very brave 
for tutoring kids less fortunate 
instead of spending time on her-
self. I would like to thank her for 
taking time to help all of us. She 
is my HERO. 

Anissa Elise Arredondo, 
AMS 7th grader

good listening

Last week my husband and 
I were greatly concerned 
about a lesson that was 

being taught in our daughter’s 
class. Both the teacher and 
principals at the middle school 
listened to our concerns and were 
very willing to work with us. We 
couldn’t have been more pleased 
with the outcome and everyone’s 
overall attitude regarding the 
situation. We’ve come to love 
and really appreciate the support 
and management at the middle 
school level here in Anacortes. 
Principal Patrick Harrington, 
assistant principal Mark Perkins 
and teacher Pat Swapp have been 
great to work with. We are very 
proud to have our daughter in an 
environment overseen by these 
gentlemen.

Brandi Kitchens, parent

special tribute

Until this year, Gail Brand 
worked in the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing (DHH) 

program. But she did so much 
more. Even after there were 
no DHH students left in the 
kindergarten classroom, Gail, 
committed to going into my son, 
Sammy’s, classroom almost daily.  
Every child feels welcomed, 
included and loved by Miss Gail, 
and they all love her.  

Gail has moved to Brewster, 
WA, where she will enrich the 
lives of countless more students. 
Gail and her husband of 10 years, 
Lee, hoped to move into their 
retirement home. Sadly they 
have been faced with the scary 
news that Lee has leukemia. His 
prognosis, at this point, is to live 
only a couple more weeks. Yet 
through it all, Gail has been a 
picture of strength and grace. She 
is so deserving of this community 
surrounding her with our grati-
tude and support.

Liesl Johnson, parent

safe routes

I would like to give a huge 
shout out to more than 40 
parents and community vol-

unteers who assisted the Mt. Erie 
fifth and sixth graders during the 
Safe Routes to Schools bicycle 
safety unit. Without the volun-
teers it wouldn’t happen!

Val Holtgeerts, teacher

Shout outs

AHS swimmers Lauren Conrardy, Bella Wyll, Maetja Verbarandese 
and Coach Leslie Mix were part of a group that helped rescue a 
swimmer who had a seizure in the pool. 

Volunteers Jeanne O’Connor, Sherry Chavers and Wayne Huseby 
celebrate volunteer coordinator Jayne Branch, who wraps up 16 
years in the district. 

Island View student Rowan Tull 
earned praise for donating birth-
day money to the Anacortes 
Family Center.



It’s 7:30 in the morning, and 
a crowd of middle school-
ers hustles up to the main 

entrance. They are greeted by a 
police officer in uniform. It’s a 
friendly encounter – one that gets 
repeated daily by Officer Travis 
Dotzauer at Anacortes schools. 

Dotzauer is the new “school 
resource officer” at Anacortes 
Middle School and Anacortes 
High School. The full-time posi-
tion is a partnership with the 
school district and the Anacortes 
Police Department and is part 
of a nation-wide program that 
places law enforcement officers 
in schools. The goal is to allow 
school administration to work 
closely with the SRO to provide 
a safe learning environment for 
students.

The seven-year veteran of the 
Anacortes Police Department is 
excited to work with kids. He will 
split his time between the middle 
school and the high school. Dot-
zauer’s schedule allows him to 
travel freely between the schools, 

but he prefers to spend an entire 
day at one school when possible. 

“It can be so reactionary on 
the streets, but this is a proac-
tive position. If I can help deter 

something from happening on 
campus, students will have fewer 
distractions from their learning. If 
that’s all I do here, I’ll be happy,” 
said Dotzauer.

His goal is to take it slowly 
this first year, to get to know stu-
dents and staff, who are already 
opening up to him, and to build 
relationships.

Part of Dotzauer’s role is to 
serve as another mentor in the 
building for students to seek with 
concerns or questions. While he 
has an office at each building, 
he plans to be visible out in the 
halls and around campus. He also 
plans to visit classrooms to con-
nect his work to student learning. 

“I don’t want to be attached to 
this desk. I want to be out there 
talking to kids at the after-school 
events, assemblies and in class,” 
he said. “A big part of this posi-
tion is building relationships.” 

In addition to being a mentor, 
Dotzauer will deal with legal is-
sues such as drugs or thefts and 
will work with school admin-
istrators on safety and security 
issues.

One perk is that now when 
students see Dotzauer out in the 
community, in or out of uniform, 

they recognize him as someone 
they know from school. They 
come up to him on the soccer 
field or downtown and say hi or 
“I know you.” Dotzauer hopes 
this will help them make positive 
choices, both at school and out in 
the community.

What this translates to is anoth-
er layer of support in the network 
between the school district, the 
city and the police department. 

“Already Officer Dotzauer 
is making a big difference at 
school,” said high school prin-
cipal Jon Ronngren. “He has a 
great personality that allows 
him to connect easily with our 
students. He’s also right at our 
doorstep when we need him to 
intervene with a student safety 
or legal issue.” 

Before his time with the Ana-
cortes Police Department, Dot-
zauer worked with at-risk youth 
as a counselor and juvenile parole 
officer for Washington State 
Juvenile Rehabilitation Admin-
istration.

Travis Dotzauer, an officer with the Anacortes Police Department, 
greets middle school students as they arrive at school. Through a 
partnership between the City of Anacortes and the district, Dotzauer 
is working full time as a school resource officer this year. 

very first moment we arrived at 
Island View. 

The principal made us feel 
like our arrival was the most im-
portant thing in the school. And 
that feeling trickled down to 
our kids, whose confidence was 
boosted. They were not afraid to 
go make friends. And they have. 
To see them loving their new 
school (after leaving such a great 
district) is a victory. We never 
thought lightning could strike 
twice, but it has. The culture 
here is extremely inclusive – it 
feels really personal, and I know 
there is an investment in every 
kid. 

That warm welcome we 
received didn’t end after a week. 
We knew no one, and I thought 
our family was going to be on 
its own. Instead we have these 
partners helping us to get our 
children acclimated. I’ve been 
surprised by all the support, and 
I am very grateful.

It’s been positive
Matthew Wong
11th grade, AHS
Moved from Auburn

The hardest 
part about 
moving is 
that my 
brother and 
dad are still 
in Auburn, 
and I miss 
them. I also 
miss my 
friends, but 

I’ve made some friends here, 
too. I came before school started 
to look around and get a feel for 
the school, which helped. The 
kids have been really nice and 
welcoming. I was a little ner-
vous to come to a new school 
because I didn’t know what the 
kids would be like, but it’s been 
positive. The teachers are really 
good at explaining things and 
making sure we understand. 
Overall, I’m pretty happy here 
at AHS.

who are you and to get to know 
who others are. Anacortes is a 
special place that will make you 
feel welcome.

Classroom books
Jose Charnley
4th grade, Mt. Erie
Moved from Bellingham

I remember 
before the 
first day of 
school, my 
family walked 
around the 
whole build-
ing, so I could 
get used to 
it and see 
what it was 

like. I was still a little nervous 
because I didn’t know anybody, 
but everyone has been very nice. 
I’ve made new friends, but I 
do really miss my old friends. 
One cool thing about my new 
teacher, Mr. Stanage, is all the 
books in our classroom. We can 
pick anything we want to read. I 
also love the fun art we do. 

Warm welcome 
Shannon Webb
Parent at Island View 
and AMS
Moved from Salt Lake City

Our move 
was a sur-
prise. It hap-
pened very 
quickly. We 
were leav-
ing a school 
that we 
loved, that 
all my kids 
had gone 

through, so it was difficult. We 
knew the Anacortes School 
District was strong; it’s why we 
chose to live here. But we had no 
idea what the culture of the in-
dividual schools would be, and 
there was definite trepidation. 
That was alleviated from the 

sit wherever we want at lunch. 
And we get chocolate milk on 
Fridays.

Incredible support
Shawn Flynn
New counselor at AMS
Moved from Marysville

It’s not 
always new 
students 
who have to 
learn to fit 
in. I’m new 
this year and 
have been 
welcomed 
by the staff 
here at AMS 

with open arms. They have been 
incredibly tolerant of all my 
questions. There’s a lot to learn 
when you’re new. One of the 
things that impresses me most 
about this school is the incred-
ible amount of support we offer 
to students. I truly enjoy work-
ing with students at this age: 
they’re going through so much 
and helping guide them through 
it all is rewarding. To any “new 
kids in school” I would say to 
do your best to let others know 

professional marching band, and 
the music here is great. It’s nice 
to have kids at the same level as 
I am. That’s one thing that keeps 
me going.

Free Fridays
Neveah Foster
2nd grade, Fidalgo
Moved from Marysville

I love my 
new school. 
At first, I was 
scared that 
I might get 
lost because 
it’s such a big 
school, but 
people were 
really nice to 
me when I 

came on my first day. The kids 
were good at making me feel 
welcome. The hard part is that 
I miss my best friend. But my 
teacher makes better deals than 
my old teacher. If we get in line 
quietly, we can go straight to 
recess. Sometimes, I accidentally 
call her “Mrs.V” instead of “Mrs. 
Ward”, but she’s okay with that. 
The best thing about my new 
school is Free Fridays. We can 
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Blossoming every day
Alex and Chloe Hernandez
New parent and 
Whitney kindergartener

Chloe: I was nervous on the 
first day because I was afraid my 
friends wouldn’t play with me, 
but they did. And I was excited 
to meet my new teacher. Mrs. 
Hunter is nice. I love reading in 
her class, and my favorite book is 
Where is the Green Sheep? The best 
thing about Whitney is playing 
outside.

Alex: We knew all the schools 
in Anacortes were strong, so we 
didn’t  put in a request for a par-
ticular school. The transition has 
been smooth and easy, partly 
because of all the great activities 
offered to parents and children 
throughout the town. We made 
so many friends before Chloe 
started kindergarten. There’s 
such a strong sense of commu-
nity here at Whitney. I really like 
the openness. And Chloe is blos-
soming every day, meeting new 
friends and learning so much.

Music here is great
Maryanna Foulds
12th grade, AHS
Moved from Burlington

Moving 
your senior 
year isn’t so 
great. It’s 
really hard 
because my 
old  friends 
are so close. 
But our 
lives are so 
busy, we just 

don’t get to see each other that 
often.  It’s not easy making new 
friends. Kids here have been 
together for so many years that 
it’s frustrating being the new 
kid. The teachers have been 
super welcoming. I took a tour 
the day before school started, 
and everyone on the staff was 
so helpful. Music has been an 
outlet of sorts for me. I’m in a 

NEW TO ASD
How do you like your school this year

New ‘school resource officer’ supports safety

Alex and Chloe Hernandez say they enjoy the strong sense of com-
munity at Whitney. Chloe started kindergarten last month. ‘The best 
thing is playing outside,’ she said.
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IN BRIEF

Long ago, our Seahawks fought  
for fame for purple and white 
While our faithful alma mater  
backed with all its might 
Lift the chorus, speed it onward 
Loud our praises cry! 
Hail to thee, our alma mater
Anacortes High

I recently 
enjoyed a 
conversa-

tion with 
82-year-old 
Jim Nielsen, 
a proud 
member of 
the AHS 
Class of 
1952. We 
chatted 
about his 
memories of 

high school, and of homecoming 
in particular. 

“It was a big time,” he re-
membered. “We worked hard on 
homecoming every year.” 

Jim remembers a lot of spirit 
back in the 1950s – and how 

much fun students had with the 
parade, floats, royalty, school 
cheers, and a bonfire down-
town. He said he still feels a 
connection and enjoys reading 
about the kids today. 

As I listened to his recollec-
tions, I couldn’t help but think 
that not that much has changed. 
Sure, the 1950s represented a 
different era, and we no longer 
do a big bonfire. But the funda-
mental premise of homecoming 
– celebrating the school and our 
connections to it and to each 
other – remains alive and well 
to this day. 

As I watched students during 
Homecoming Week, with their 
murals, display cases, field 
events and the high-stakes Fri-
day assembly where each class 
presents its well-choreographed 
“lip sync,” I felt proud. Proud 
to see students cheer each other 
on; proud to see the student 
body with their arms around 
each other singing the alma 
mater; proud to see Seahawks 
being zany teenagers wearing 
wild outfits to school. 

Beyond that, I realized more 

deeply this year how homecom-
ing allows students to bond 
through the week’s hands-on 
projects and competitions. It 
also brings out special talents. 
Teacher Carl Dellutri pointed 
out a few examples in an email 
to colleagues: 

• A student used art skills, 
developed over years of prac-
tice, to create a stunning mural 
with help from her classmates 
(featured on page 1) 

• A senior passionate about 
digital media put together a 
seamless four-minute music 
montage for the Class of 2016 
lip-sync that included classic 
songs from the Beatles and 
Rolling Stones, as well as audio 
from a radio broadcast of JFK’s 
assassination

• Students from the architec-
tural design program, robotics 
and tech classes turned ambi-
tious plans into well-designed 
floats, with the help of construc-
tion experts who had developed 
building skills in AHS classes

• A senior, who as a shy 
freshman could barely use a 
hammer, confidently walked 

into the float-building session 
this year and asked where she 
should start

• Other students organized 
and emceed events using skills 
developed in leadership  and 
performing arts classes

Through the activities, compe-
titions and themed madness, an 
Anacortes High School “esprit 
de corps” emerged. Teacher Kyle 
Wendling noted how meaning-
ful it was for special education 
students to get in on the action 
with dancing, float-building and 
cutting paper for the display 
case. 

“They love that they feel 
accepted and part of this high 
school!” he wrote to staff. 

That sense of pride, fellow-
ship and common loyalty spread 
across school the entire week. 

At the end-of-the-week assem-
bly, seniors jumped to their feet 
and cheered for the freshmen as 
the first-year students completed 
their 1950s dance routine. All the 
other classes followed suit. 

Now that’s school spirit. Just 
like in 1952.  

Early childhood
An Early Childhood Educa-

tion and Assistance Program 
(ECEAP) preschool opened its 
doors to Anacortes preschool-
ers late September.

ECEAP, a state-funded 
program similar to the federal-
ly-funded Head Start pro-
gram, has had a preschool on 
Whidbey Island for more than 
25 years. The new Anacortes 
program offers free preschool 
to families who qualify and is 
a result of an expansion grant 
through the Washington State 
Department of Early Learning.

Cindy Simonsen, district ex-
ecutive director of teaching and 
learning, says it’s wonderful 
that more preschool spaces are 
available to families who might 
not be able to afford tuition to 
private preschools.

“We want to have as many 
kids attend preschool as pos-
sible, and having ECEAP here 
enables many more to experi-
ence school before kindergar-
ten,” said Simonsen. “Our 
district goal is high kindergar-
ten readiness.”

Research shows a strong cor-
relation: children who attend 
preschool are more kindergar-
ten ready than their same-age 
peers who do not.

Last spring’s kindergarten 
roundup numbers showed 
nearly 80 percent of those 
entering kindergarten to be 
kindergarten-ready. Of the 
students who did not attend 
preschool, only 66 percent were 
kindergarten-ready.

ECEAP Director Sabrina 
Zeise says it’s a vital program 
because it serves children 
who are in financial need. The 
average cost of Pre-K tuition in 
Anacortes is $250 per month 
for classes two to three days a 
week.

The preschool, housed at 
the United Methodist Church, 
currently has a full enrollment 
of 20. There is a waiting list, 
however, and while students 
must be income-qualified, 
Zeise says there are different 
ways to qualify.

For more information on 
ECEAP, contact Sabrina Zeise 
at 360-679-5347 or visit www.
del.wa.gov.

For information about pre-
schools in Anacortes, contact 
Anacortes Early Learning Part-
ners Director Maggie Santos at 
360-293-9536.

PTA success
Mt. Erie PTA completed 

a successful clothing drive 
fundraiser this month raising 
$3,000 for school enrichment 
programs. The PTA collected 
more than 700 bags of clothing 
that will get reused and have a 
second life.

Organizer Sonia Hambleton 
wants to thank everyone in the 
community who participated. 
Organizations that donated 
space, equipment and more 
to help make the fundraiser a 
success include Focus Wild-
life International, Bubba 
Sudz Car Wash, Anacortes 
Arts Festival, Anacortes Flea 
Market, Alley Cat Antiques, 
Anacortes Music Channel, 
Signdog Northwest, The Pre-
decessors, Red Door/Christ 
Episcopal Church, Saint 
Mary’s Catholic Church and 
Welch Brothers.

“We’ll have another Clothes 
for the Cause fundraiser next 
September so keep saving 
those single socks, ripped jeans, 
stained t-shirts and smelly old 
sneakers!” said Hambleton. 

Mt. Erie Elementary third grade teacher Leigh Olsen consults with Carmen Worra during a recent class. 
The district launched its 1:1 technology initiative this year, with each third grader getting a device. The 
tech plan calls for devices to go to students in grades 4 to 6 next year and 7 to 12 in 2017-2018. The 
effort is supported by the district’s technology levy.

It’s quiet in Leigh Olsen’s third 
grade classroom. Her Mt. Erie 
students are working enthusi-

astically, but silently, on their key-
boarding skills. All are engaged.

Twenty years ago, a clamor-
ous clicking would have filled 
the room. Today two differences 
stand out: the students are not in 
a computer lab but at their desks, 
with individual devices; and the 
keyboarding task is not your 
high school drill and kill. All the 
students work at their own pace. 

“I’m ahead of some kids, but 
other kids are ahead of me. That’s 
what’s so fun about it,” said third 
grader Addy Conley.

The devices, called hybrids, 
are laptops with removable key-
boards. Every third grade class-
room in the district has a set as a 
result of the 2014 technology levy, 
which provides funding each year 
through 2018. 

‘Go slow to go fast’
All district third grade teach-

ers, along with special education 
teachers, received three full days 
of training over the summer to 
prepare for the “rollout” this fall. 
The district’s tech plan calls for a 
launch of one device per student 
in third grade this year to get 
students and teachers used to the 
technology. The project will scale 
up over the next two years to 
grades 4 through 12.  

The rollout has been very in-
tentional. Starting with one grade 
level allowed the district to offer 
quality professional development 
to all teachers receiving devices. 
Research shows that without sup-
port and solid training, teachers 
will not effectively use technology 
in their classes.

The rollout also ensured that a 
manageable number of devices 
would be distributed by the dis-
trict’s technology department.

Mimicking the real world
The district wants to create an 

environment in the classroom that 
mimics the real world, a world 
where most people already have 
access to some kind of technology, 
said Cindy Simonsen, executive 
director of teaching and learning. 

“We are trying to prepare stu-
dents for life in a tech-savvy 
world, and that means they need 

to learn it early and become flu-
ent,” said Simonsen.

Part of the summer training fo-
cused on trouble-shooting. Teach-
ers learned how to look for fixes. 
They are teaching their students 
to do the same.

In addition, the district hired a 
full-time instructional technology 
facilitator last year to support 
teachers. Mary Elizabeth Pearson 
has been working extensively 
with third grade teachers this year 
on scope and sequence: determin-
ing the scope of skills for students 
and then layering that with new 
skills at the next level.

“Modeling how to introduce 
something to lessen teachers’ 
frustration is an important goal 
of mine,” said Pearson.

Olsen says it has definitely 
taken more prep time to integrate 
technology into lessons, but she’s 
looking forward to the near future 
when students master the ap-
plications. It’s exciting for her to 
see students learning in different 
ways how to share and present 
information in a safe manner.

‘Through the roof’ 
“The kids’ reaction to their de-

vices has been through the roof. 

They are so excited and are not 
afraid to try anything,” Olsen said. 

Another big idea of Pearson’s 
teacher-training is digital citi-
zenship: teaching students, and 
parents, how to stay safe and be 
responsible in a digital world. 

Simonsen says this is a crucial 
part of using technology in the 
classroom. The four-year levy 
promised technology at all grade 
levels by 2018. The rollouts are as 
follows:

Fall 2015 – All third graders 
have 1:1 devices

January 2016 – Kindergarten 
through second grade classrooms 
acquire two devices per student. 
It is important for students this 
age to have “talking buddies” and 
to be able to share their learning, 
which is why the ratio is 2:1. 

2016-17 – All students in grades 
4 to 6 have a device. 

2017-18 – All students in grades 
7 to 12 have a device. 

Simonsen says this year is an 
especially important one because 
the district is honoring the com-
munity’s investment.

“This year’s kindergarteners 
will have technology (a personal 
device) every year though gradu-
ation,” she said. “We are integrat-
ing technology across classrooms, 
while keeping the focus on quality 
learning.” 

Superintendent Mark Wenzel 
says the district’s vision is to 
build basic tech skills and learning 
routines in the early grades, while 
promoting deeper collaboration, 
critical thinking and innovation 
as students progress through the 
system. 

“Technology is just a tool,” he 
said. “But it’s a tool that we know 
can unleash access to learning, 
teamwork and creativity at very 
deep levels. We just have to create 
the right foundation.”

Back in Olsen’s room, students 
work on different tasks on their 
laptops. 

“It’s better with our devices 
because we keep working on our 
jobs, and we keep our concentra-
tion,” said Conley.

Later in the day, some students 
will choose to return to their key-
boarding lesson for 10 minutes or 
so while Olsen pulls small groups 
over for reading. The fluidity is 
organic. And the students proudly 
own their work.

Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

Students shine, connect, celebrate

District begins technology rollout in 3rd grade

A reflection on Homecoming
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passes

MAY/JUNE
• Six community 

meetings to share 
board’s guiding 
principles and 
get feedback on 
design ideas
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• School board develops 

guiding principles
• Project Advisory Team 

(PAT), Rice Field Committee 
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• AHS staff meet in 
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committees
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conceptual design 
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Incorporating many voices: A project timeline

Anacortes High School 
senior Kai Perschbach-
er has very specific 

hopes for the new high school. 
He envisions a school where 
the standard of learning is 
increased because of improved 
resources and facilities. He 
hopes students are inspired 
and have pride in their school 
and their learning.

Parent and business owner 
Tiffany Olivier has a slightly 
different vision for her three 
daughters, all who will even-
tually attend the new school. 
She is excited about the open-
ness and natural light. She sees 
students looking forward to 
going to school – feeling both 
safe and a sense of belong-
ing. And her vision includes 
happy, inspired teachers.

Anacortes High School math 
teacher Michelle Hackstadt’s 
vision of the new building 
is one more variation on the 
theme: she hopes for a balance 
between community desires 
and teacher hopes. And she 
sees flexible learning spaces as 
encouraging teacher creativity 
and increased out-of-the-box 
thinking.

How does a district include 
all these varying interests and 
visions into a design? 

Good planning. 
Since last spring, archi-

tect team Huttleball & Ore-
mus (HOA) has worked 
closely with superintendent 
Mark Wenzel, principal Jon 
Ronngren and project man-
ager Marc Estvold to plan and 
lead four months of intensive 
meetings, workshops and 
discussions with the Project 
Advisory Team: AHS staff and 
students, parents, community 
members and school board 
representatives.

Design ‘think tank’ 
The 35-member Project 

Advisory Team (PAT) read 
research, visited several new 
schools and helped develop 
design goals for specific spaces 
in the new high school.

“We noted what we liked 
and didn’t like, we took photos 
and talked to students and 
teachers about what worked, 
we listened to principals, and 
we gave all that to HOA,” said 
Olivier.

She says PAT members 
didn’t merely voice their opin-
ions, but they discussed the 
issues thoroughly.

“The architects really lis-
tened, and then they’d retell 
what they heard us saying,” 
she said.

Perschbacher and Hack-
stadt agree that the HOA team 
has been conscientious about 
taking PAT members’ input 
sincerely.

The feedback resulted in 
a document that provides a 
framework to classify and 
organize all of the required 
information the design team 
will use. This 340-page docu-
ment is called the educational 
specifications, or ed specs.

Multiple perspectives
Perschbacher says PAT 

members continually helped 
re-define the ed specs over 
time to create a uniquely Ana-
cortes vision.

“We are this eclectic group, 
each of us bringing our specific 
viewpoint. And we’re asked 
to consider other perspectives 
and to think about what makes 
Anacortes Anacortes,” he said.

The team spent time dis-
cussing community identity, 
noting the importance of the 
forest land and natural beauty, 
maritime industry and Ana-
cortes history. 

Hackstadt feels having 
teacher voices on the PAT was 
crucial and says many staff 
members have already ex-
pressed excitement around the 
overall design and use of the 
natural beauty on our island.

Creating the ed specs was 
very hands-on and intense, 
according to Olivier. 

“We were charged with 
difficult tasks; we took it seri-
ously and did a lot of research 
beforehand. And all our feed-
back from each meeting was 
addressed at following meet-
ings, so we really felt a part of 
the team,” she said.

In a meeting last month, the 
PAT reviewed the ed specs, as 
well as the initial conceptual 
design based on the group’s 
many months of work. When 
asked to rate the conceptual 
design in terms of representing 
the PAT’s vision and feedback, 
committee members gave it a 
score of 4.6 out of 5. 

Also included in the ed 
specs are codes and regula-
tions, educational trends, bud-
get, continued cost of opera-
tion, and resource impacts. The 
document can be viewed in its 
entirety at www.asd103.org.

The school board and district ad-
ministration made it a priority 
to create an open, transparent 

process in sharing information and 
soliciting feedback on the high school 
design. Here’s a snapshot. 

Project Advisory Team: 35-member 
group of students, staff, parents and 
community members that served as a 
guide in developing the foundation for 
the design through a series of meetings 
and school tours.

Rice Field Advisory Committee: 
About a dozen community members, 
coaches and district staff who gave 
feedback on the Rice Field design. 

Veterans Memorial Steering Com-
mittee: Six-member group of veterans 
who helped conceive the Memorial 
Plaza at Rice Field, with the goal of 
honoring service to nation.

Community meetings: About 20 
community members participated 
in each of six sessions to hear project 
updates and provide feedback on the 
emerging design. 

Staff and students: AHS staff partici-
pated in small-group meetings with the 
architect, while students participated in 
an online survey where they evaluated 
school design images and reflected on 
the current school.

Financial Advisory Committee: A 
six-member group tasked with under-
standing the financial impacts of the 
bond and advising the district through-
out the process by asking questions, 
making comments and offering advice. 

A big assignment for the 
Project Advisory Team 

District promotes widespread 
engagement in design process

Incorporating many voices: A project timeline

Project manager Marc Estvold discusses accountability as part of a ‘round robin’ 
activity at a community meeting. The district held six community gatherings to 
share information and collect input about the project.

A poster from one of the community 
meetings shows a wide range of feed-
back regarding the high school design.
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Project Advisory Team members review images they took 
during visits to new high schools in the region.
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Educational specifications. 
Schematic design. Program-
ming process. 

A lot of terms swirl around the 
high school design process. But 
for most people, one stands out 
more than the rest: vision. 

What will the new high school 
look like? What will it be for 
students? For staff? For the com-
munity at large? 

When the school bond passed 
last February, the Anacortes 
School District Board of Direc-
tors knew its hard work was just 
beginning. The district already 
had a mission, goals and founda-
tional beliefs in place. What was 
needed next was a set of guiding 
principles: the ideas which the 
board felt absolutely necessary for 
a successful new school.

Board members met several 
times to develop five principles 
that would guide the design and 
construction of the new high 
school. The principles became a 
touchstone for the Project Adviso-
ry Team and the architecture firm. 

Long-term investment
“We realize this project is an 

enormous undertaking, one rel-
evant to the entire community,” 
said school board President Bobbi-
lyn Hogge. “The new high school 
is a long-term investment in our 
community and in education in 
Anacortes, not just for current 
students, but for those well into 

the future.” 
The district’s vision is a beauti-

ful school that brings out the best 
in teaching and learning. It’s a 
school that is safe and welcom-
ing and represents community 
identity.

Hogge said the board wanted 
to be sure the guiding principles 

aligned with the district’s goals 
and strategic plan. It also wanted 
to reflect community feedback 
and input.

“In my 30 years building 
schools, I have never worked 
on a project this inclusive,” said 
project architect Kevin Oremus. 
“All along the way, we have en-

gaged and listened to community 
members, staff, students, parents 
and key stakeholders. It’s been 
an impressive effort on the part 
of the district.” 

The board’s guiding principles 
also address crucial values includ-
ing quality construction, flexibil-
ity, sustainability and durability.

“We wanted to honor the com-
munity’s investment by also 
addressing value,” said Hogge.  
“We knew it would be critical to 
get them right. They would serve 
as a benchmark against which to 
measure and evaluate all design 
and construction approvals, in-
cluding contracts, educational 
specifications and the schematic 
design.” 

First-rate educational 
program

Once the guiding principles 
were written, various sub-com-
mittees used them to drive their 
decision-making and input. When 
giving feedback to the architects, 
members of the Project Advisory 
Team frequently turned to the 
guiding principles to prioritize 
their wishes. 

One of the big ideas that 
emerged in the board conversa-
tion was honoring the “College 
and Career Ready” approach in 
the district’s strategic plan, said 
superintendent Mark Wenzel. 

“From academics to arts to 
hands-on, technical classes, AHS 

has an incredibly strong educa-
tional program,” said Wenzel. 
“We heard that loud and strong 
in the community during the bond 
campaign, and the board and 
administration made it a priority 
to maintain this well-rounded 
approach to education in the new 
design.” 

Intensive outreach
With four committees, several 

community meetings, AHS staff 
meetings and student surveys, 
Hogge feels fortunate that so 
many people participated in shap-
ing the vision of the new school. 
It has been a product of research, 
visits to schools and a lot of com-
munity conversation. 

“It’s been valuable to engage 
the expertise, interests and pas-
sions of so many members of our 
community,” she said. 

While it would be impossible, 
within budget, to satisfy every-
one’s wishes for the new building, 
the board hopes that students, 
staff and community will find the 
new high school a safe and invit-
ing place that inspires great learn-
ing and reflects community pride.

“Our Anacortes constituents 
will see a great return on their in-
vestment when we build a school 
that ensures the best possible 
learning for our students,” said 
Hogge. “And we stand by our 
commitment to deliver the project 
on time and on budget.”

School board’s guiding principles help shape design

AHS students Caitlin Ware, Kai Pershbacher and Hannah 
Swartos joined the Project Advisory Team’s tours of new 
high schools in the region. 

Board members Erin Rieger and Bobbilyn Hogge review plans for the 
new Anacortes High School. The school board will consider approval of 
the schematic design next month.

The words that appear on the Hutteball & Oremus Ar-
chitecture (HOA) website offer a five word summary 
of the attributes that propel its business model.

Innovative. Inspiring. Creative. Engaging. Sustainable.
These adjectives could also describe the vision behind 

the Anacortes High School Replacement and Moderniza-
tion Project, which in no small part explains why HOA 
was selected as the school district’s design partner. Call it a 
confluence of values.

As the project evolves, stakeholders throughout our 
community will have plenty of opportunity to experience 
all of HOA’s brand attributes. At this point in the process, 
however, it is “engagement” that has been the dominant 
theme, which is why HOA principal Kevin Oremus has been 
a fixture at so many committee meetings.

Oremus and his firm are no strangers to “stakeholder 
engagement.” If you count the number of education-related 
projects HOA has completed over the years, you’ll find more 
than three dozen that run the gamut from school districts, 
public and private schools, higher education, and tech cen-
ters (including the Anacortes Marine Technology Center). 
It’s an impressive list that gives Oremus plenty of reference 
points by which to evaluate HOA’s partnership with the 
school district and community.

“The District has provided a wide cross section of stake-
holders and users who have told us what they would like 
to see, from functional needs that cover curriculum and 
education to aesthetics, feeling, and fit on the island,” said 
Oremus. “It’s been a very conscientious and public process. 
It’s about as involved as we’ve ever gotten with community 
stakeholders.”

Because of the phasing of the project, the architect team 
tackled Rice Field first. With the recent review and approval 
of the schematic design for the field, Oremus points to the 
uniqueness of the athletic facility that is scheduled for 

completion in less than a year. 
“It will be a great venue in which to be a participant or a 

spectator,” said Oremus. “It isn’t often you create a stadium 
that you can walk down to. To be on the top at the memorial 
plaza with that view of the field and the surrounding area 
… this is going to be a great thing for Anacortes.”

For Oremus and his firm, considering not only how the 
new high school meets the district’s educational needs but 
also how it integrates into the larger community is para-
mount to their design vision. 

“Our desire, and what we understand the vision of the 
district and community to be, is to design the high school in 
such a way that makes it unique to Anacortes – that speaks 
to its surroundings.”

Architect Kevin Oremus (lower right) meets with AHS math 
teachers to discuss their vision for the new school.

HOA: Bringing the vision to life

Outdoor seating areas at Vashon High School are popular 
with students, according to the school principal.

AHS teacher Cody Anderson says the chemistry lab and 
classroom combination at Lake Washington High School 
represents a strong vision for student learning with two 
distinct spaces. 

The school board adopted the five principles below 
(with more detail) to guide the new high school project. 

1 Quality learning environment
The design offers rigorous and relevant learning; 

access to a variety of college and career pathways; and 
infrastructure that can accommodate growth and adapt 
to technological changes.

2   School identity/Center of community
The design fosters a sense of pride and shared 

responsibility among students, staff, families and com-
munity. It also reflects the natural environment, com-
munity and history of Fidalgo Island.

3 Durability/Sustainability
The design assumes a practical balance of aes-

thetics, sustainability and durability with construction 
and long-term operations costs. It can be efficiently 
maintained and encourages good stewardship among 
students, staff and community.

4  Flexible environment
The design creates spaces that can adapt to both 

school and community needs and that accommodate 
changes in student growth and programming.

5 Safety and security
The building is easy to supervise and navigate, 

provides easy access for first responders and meets 
natural disaster safety codes.

Guiding Principles

ANACORTES SCHOOL DISTRICT  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS



For many years, rumors had been cir-
culating around the high school and 
town about a WWII plaque. Suppos-

edly it had been a gift to the high school 
from the class of 1945 honoring Anacortes 
High School graduates who served and 
died in WWII. 

But where was it? With no trace of its 
existence, the story and efforts to find it 
quietly faded.

Then, 16 years ago, AHS teacher Joe 
Furin, who teaches Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) classes, was walking 
across campus when he spotted something 
sticking out of a debris pile. The high school 
was going through a remodel, and Furin 
thought it might be a salvageable piece. 

What he discovered was a plaque honor-
ing local WWII veterans.

“I was personally offended by the lack of 
respect shown and decided to keep it in my 
classroom for my students to bring back to 
life,” said Furin.

Protected from harm, the plaque re-
mained in Furin’s classroom.

Then the bond passed and plans emerged 
for the new high school. 

Last year, Furin met community member 
Jeff Hendricks while serving on the dis-
trict’s Facilities Committee. He mentioned 
the plaque to Hendricks, as they discussed 
the new Veterans Memorial.  

Hendricks, in turn, mentioned it to his 
lifelong friend, Dick Iversen, a retired 
Air Force colonel. Iversen agreed to take 
ownership of the plaque on behalf of the 
Veterans Memorial Steering Committee. 

The plaque was in bad shape: ripped 

wood, torn frame, missing letters and 
covered with pock marks. It needed repair. 

Iversen went to work locating three 
master woodworkers to restore it. For three 
months, the artisans scraped, planed and 
polished to get the plaque in tip-top shape. 
Guemes Island master woodworker Mike 
Murphy donated his time in removing the 
names and letters.  Anacortes woodworker 
Don Rohlfing painstakingly restored the 
main frame, applying gold leaf by hand. 
And Seattle woodworker Jeff Lovely re-
stored the lettering. 

Iversen and his wife Jan footed the bill 
for the work.

The plaque will be housed either in the 
new Veterans Memorial Plaza or some-
where prominent in the new high school. 
Keeping it safe from the weather and 
visible to the community will be primary. 
It will serve as an important symbol to 
preserve Anacortes history.  

“I am extremely happy that the plaque 
is going back to a place of honor and that 
the Anacortes High School graduates who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice will be memo-
rialized,” said Furin.

Anacortes Museum educator Bret Lun-
sford is currently researching the back-
grounds of those listed on the plaque. The 
Veterans Memorial Steering Committee 
hopes to dedicate it during the opening of 
the field and plaza in the fall of 2016.

“Our Anacortes heroes will never be 
forgotten,” said Iversen. “They will be 
honored at the new memorial site on Rice 
Field in the community that memorialized 
and honored them in 1945.” 

Since the Congressional Medal 
of Honor was first awarded in 
1861, only 17 airmen have been 

recipients. And since 1940, only four 
of those have been pilots. 

One of those four, Captain Ger-
ald Young of Guemes Island, will 
be honored at Veterans Memorial 
Plaza as part of the new Rice Field 
design.

The Congressional Medal of 
Honor is awarded by Congress for 
actions above and beyond the call 
of duty, and frequently, it is given 
posthumously.

Young received his medal per-
sonally from President Lyndon B. 
Johnson at the Pentagon on May 
14, 1968. He was the first helicopter 
pilot ever to receive the honor.

When Young’s HH-3E (Jolly Green 
Giant) crashed during a rescue mis-
sion in North Vietnam in 1967, he 
led North Vietnamese troops away 
from one of his wounded soldiers 
at the crash site. 

Badly burned, he stumbled for six 

miles throughout the night. Despite 
intense pain from his burns, he 
declined to accept rescue because 
he had observed hostile forces 
setting up automatic weapons 
positions to entrap any rescue 
aircraft. After 17 hours on the 
ground, Young was finally 
picked up.

“He was a religious 
man, and just when he 
was about to give up, he 
told himself to hang on,” 
said Young’s wife, Yadi. 
“Moments later, a helicopter 
came to rescue him.” 

Young retired from the Air 
Force in 1980 as a lieutenant colo-
nel and moved to the 30-acre farm 
where Yadi still lives. Yadi Young 
taught Spanish at Anacortes High 
School for 21 years. During these 
years, her husband would often 
come to speak to her classes and to 
students in general. He frequently 
spoke at public events, schools and 
to ROTC units. 

“I think rescuing was in his 
blood. He always wanted to give 
people second chances. He would 

tell the kids it’s never too 
late to change,” said Yadi. 

Both Yadi and daughter 
Melody are thrilled that 

Young will be memorial-
ized, especially since he 
was so connected to the 
high school.

“He never missed a 
football game. He loved 
the students, and they 
really enjoyed him, too,” 

she said.
Young always thought of himself 

as a “holder” of the medal, sharing 
it with the many others who earned 
it. Yadi Young knows her husband 
would be pleased and proud that 
veterans are being honored in this 
special space.

Young died of a brain tumor in 
1990. He was buried with full mili-
tary honors at Arlington National 
Cemetery.

When a local group of committed 
veterans first met to discuss how to 
ensure that the new Veterans Me-

morial at the high school would honor both 
the Anacortes community and service to na-
tion, it didn’t take long to reach consensus.

The group developed a mission to create 
a memorial that would stand as a tribute 
to the patriotic and courageous men and 
women who served this nation and would 
reflect the bravery, sacrifice and strength 
they gave our country.

“Everyone was really positive, and we 
all agreed we wanted to enhance the new 
memorial and make sure it would carry on 
into the future,” said the Veterans Memorial 
Steering Committee member Betty Mooney, 
former Marine Corps sergeant.

Retired Air Force Colonel Dick Iversen 
graduated from Anacortes High School in 
1962 and serves on the committee. He says 
the group invested a lot of time and thought 
into the conceptual design of the new Veter-
ans Memorial Plaza, drawing on research. 
The plaza will be located above Rice Field, 
scheduled to open in September 2016. 

In working with the architects from Hut-
teball & Oremus, the committee agreed to 
incorporate design elements that would pro-
vide both a peaceful place for visitors and an 
inclusive approach to military service. The 
intent is to reflect and honor all veterans, 
regardless of when or where they served. 
All armed forces insignias will be displayed.

Durability is also a priority. 
“So many memorials fall apart or are 

damaged by the elements after they’ve been 
built,” said Iversen, who shared examples 
with the committee of memorials from 
across the nation. 

The new memorial will be able to sustain 
our northwest elements all year round. 

Committee member Eric Johnson, a re-
tired Air Force colonel, says the plaza will 
be a visible, physical reminder that people 
have made sacrifices.

“Everyone attending a game will have to 
go through this space. They can sit and take 
a moment to think, and feel, and remember,” 
said Johnson.

While design details are still being final-
ized by the committee and the architect 
team, including local architect Brooks Mid-
dleton, a few elements are certain. A single 
flagpole will line up evenly with mid-field. 
The simplicity of one flag representing one 
united country appealed to the committee.

There will also be information built into 
the memorial that serves to educate the 
public about those who served, including 
Gerald Young, a Medal of Honor recipient 
in the Vietnam War, who lived on Guemes 
Island.  

 “I hope it touches the youth of today and 
makes them aware of what was done, given 
and lost in the past,” said Mooney. 

Iversen agrees that the plaza offers an 
opportunity to spur young people to reflect. 

“Hopefully, it will remind others that our 
men and women in uniform have guar-
anteed our security and freedom and will 
foster the notion that serving your country 
is still valued,” he said.

1945 plaque helps restore history, 
recognizes Anacortes vets

Veterans Memorial to create  
long-lasting, meaningful tribute

Memorial to include tribute to Medal of Honor recipient Gerald Young

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Matt Miller, co-chair

Eric Johnson, co-chair
Dick Iversen, Chris Long, Betty Mooney, 

Bob Papadakis, Bob Hyde
Anacortes High School teacher Joe Furin and community member Dick 
Iversen hold the recently refurbished plaque from 1945.

President Lyndon Johnson presents the Medal of Honor to 
Anacortes resident Gerald Young in May 1968. Young was the 
first helicopter pilot to receive the honor.

A conceptual design of the veterans memorial shows how it will be incorporated into the 
plaza at Rice Field.
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Rice Field construction is scheduled to begin next spring, with completion by the fall. The 1,500-seat bleachers 
will be built into the hill on the right. Wetlands, soil and traffic studies have all been completed. The field will 
be completed first to allow the new classroom wing to be built on the existing War Memorial Field, adjacent 
to the current high school.

What studies did the dis-
trict complete to ensure 

the viability of Rice Field? 
The district conducted 

studies on wetlands, traffic, 
geotech and cultural resources. 
All reports indicated that Rice 
Field is a viable site for the 
construction of the field.

How did the geotechnical 
engineers study the soil? 

They drilled 10 borings on 
Rice Field. Six were five-feet 
deep, and four were 20-feet 
deep. They concluded that the 
soil was not peat, but a silty 
sand, and would be appropri-
ate for field construction. 

What about wetlands? 
The project will not 

impact wetlands, but will 
slightly impact the 110-foot 
buffer. The wetlands firm that 
conducted the study, Aqua-
Terr Systems Inc., has also 
completed wetlands studies 
for the City of Anacortes. They 
noted that the district can ad-
dress the buffer issue through 
straightforward mitigation, as 
the City and others have done 
on similar projects.   

Why aren’t there more 
seats to accommodate 

spectators? 
While the district under-

stands that more bleach-
ers would be desirable, an 
increase in seats requires 
more rest rooms and parking. 
The final design stayed on 
budget by following the 1,500 
seat proposal put to voters as 
part of the bond measure last 
February. 

What about a meeting 
room for athletes and 

officials on the field? 
This idea was not part of 

the proposal put to the voters 
but has since been promoted 
by the Rice Field Commit-
tee. Unfortunately,  budget 
constraints prevented it from 
becoming part of the final 
design. The district is pursu-
ing a community partnership 
to try to realize such a facility, 
including restrooms to support 
athletes using the lower fields, 
as it would enhance the overall 
quality of the field.   

What are next steps? 
Over the next several 

months, Rice Field will go 
through the city’s conditional 
use permitting process, along 
with the rest of the high school 
project. There will also be a 
SEPA (State Environmental 
Policy Act) checklist prepared, 
which will allow all interested 
parties to do an environmental 
review,  including state agen-
cies such as the Washington 
State Department of Ecology. 
The architect team, meanwhile, 
will continue to develop the 
finer details of the design. 

Will there be a commu-
nity meeting to learn 

about the design? 
Yes. The district will hold 

two community meetings to 
review the Rice Field and high 
school design on November 
10 from 3:30 to 5 pm and again 
from 5:30 to 7 pm in the board 
room on the second floor of the 
middle school (2200 M Ave).

When Rice Field opens 
its gates in September 
2016, it will become much 

more than just a replacement for 
War Memorial Field. It will be, 
in every sense of the word, a true 
venue – an athletic facility whose 
design, setting, and amenities will 
conform to and compliment the 
educational goals and vision of the 
new high school. 

The vision for Rice Field took 
shape last year with the facilities 
committee in the development 
of the bond proposal. Commit-
tee members visited neighboring 
schools and assessed the needs 
for a “competition ready,” modern 
field that would serve the physical 
education program, school athlet-
ics and community use. 

The emerging proposal included 
basic standards for new high 
school athletic facilities: synthetic 
turf, bleachers, lights, concessions, 
restrooms, press box and ticket 
booth. The school board approved 
the schematic design for the field 
last month, with all the items listed 
in the bond proposal, at a total 
construction cost of just over $7 
million.  

Kevin Oremus of Hutteball 
& Oremus Architecture worked 
closely with the Rice Field Com-
mittee to finalize the design. 

“I think Rice Field is a tremen-
dous concept – to integrate grand-
stands and a formal plaza and 
impart a real sense of competition, 
school identity, and a sense of place 
for the community,” Oremus said.  
“Add to that the veterans memorial, 
and you have a very special place.”

Site and design
Retired banker and long time 

Anacortes booster Doug Colgla-
zier, who was instrumental in the 
creation of the existing Rice Field, 
recalled its origins as a track facil-
ity and secondary playing surface 
whose immediate purpose was to 
overcome the inadequacies of War 
Memorial Field as a track and field 
venue. Beyond that immediate 
goal, however, Colglazier has long 
appreciated its potential as a “jewel 
in the crown” of the community, 

starting with its hillside site and 
surrounding view, including the 
Alton-Daniels field complex.

“This facility will be enjoyed on 
a year-round basis rather than just 
eight Friday nights a year,” said 
Colglazier. “The concept of enter-
ing from above and going down to 
your seat feels very ‘big stadium’. 
It’s replacing a field with an incred-
ible view, but that view will still be 
enjoyed from the library and the 
commons area for years to come.” 

Veterans Memorial Plaza
Another highlight of the new 

field is Veterans Memorial Plaza. 
Anacortes High School principal 
Jon Ronngren appreciates the dif-
ference that this design element 
makes to the look and feel of the 
new facility.  

“It becomes more than just a 
sports venue,” Ronngren said. 
“I’ve been here since 2002, and the 
memorial (at War Memorial Field) 

is unknown to most families since 
there is no visual memorial on 
site – just the name. No one really 
knew the significance. The plans 
now recognize visually those fallen 
heroes from all branches of service.”

Doug Colglazier strongly sec-
onds Ronngren’s observation. 

“Veterans Memorial Plaza gives 
Rice Field a whole different feel,” 
he said. “Going onto an athletic 
field in a high school, you find 
yourself experiencing a piece of 
history. People will stop and think 
as they come into the stadium.”

Venue with a mission
As the athletic and activities 

director of Anacortes High School, 
Erik Titus naturally appreciates 
all the amenities that make Rice 
Field a first-class venue for sports. 
But he also appreciates the sense 
of broader educational and com-
munity goals that went into the 
design process.

“Any time you go into the de-
sign of facilities, you look at a 
couple of different factors,” said 
Titus. “You look at how it impacts 
all of our kids at the school, and 
how it impacts the community 
of Anacortes and the region. Yes, 
it is an athletic venue, but it has 
a greater purpose than athletics 
only. We have a big space field, a 
plaza, restroom facilities that can 
accommodate lots of people, a 
dedicated concession stand and 
a gorgeous press booth that will 
accommodate our broadcast club 
– we are involving many different 
activities and social groups in this 
space, not just athletics.”

Titus also has his eyes on the fu-
ture of youth sports in Anacortes, 
and the impact that Rice Field 
will have in inspiring future high 
school athletes.

“I want elementary students to 
say, ‘I can’t wait to get onto that 
field.’”

Rice Field: The beginning 
of a new era
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Q & A

Track & Field events

1,500-seat bleachers 
with two-thirds covered

Veterans Memorial
Pass gate

Concessions stand

Ticket booth

Restrooms

Emergency 
vehicle access

AHS athletic facility takes shape

The school board last month approved the schematic design for the new AHS outdoor athletic facility. The entire facility will be named Seahawk 
Stadium, with Rice Field and Veterans Memorial Plaza as key components.
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Remembering Seri
AHS student Serenity 

Thomas passed away at Se-
attle Children’s Hospital on 
August 5, 2015, after a short, 
intense battle with leukemia. 
She was born in Mount Ver-
non on August 21, 1998. 

Affectionately known as 
Seri, she 
had many 
friends 
and ac-
complish-
ments at 
school. 
She 
enjoyed 
drama, 
choir, PE, 
social events and participat-
ing in the Special Olympics. 

Teacher Jeannette 
McChesney taught her for 
several years. 

“She was a really beautiful 
student,” said McChesney. 
“She was a joyful, fun-loving 
young lady, full of antics at 
times, and very caring for 
her classmates.” 

She loved to sing, said 
choir teacher Carole Lean-
der.  

“Seri would sing, dance, 
lead warm-ups and interact 
with all her friends,” Lean-
der said. “When she had a 
favorite song, she would 
often come in, sit down 
and put that music on top 
of her folder so that I knew 
she wanted to rehearse that 
piece first. Seri will always 
be a big part of our choir 
family and will be remem-
bered for the joy she brought 
into our lives daily.”

The choir will dedicate a 
song to her at the October 27 
choir concert. The Broadcast 
Club plans a commemora-
tive video. 

General contractor 
In September, the district 

hired FORMA construction 
company as the general con-
tractor for the high school 
project. Forma prevailed 
in a competitive applica-
tion and interview process. 
Forma received the highest 
scores for experience and 
quality – and when the bids 
were opened at the end of 
the process, the company 
had the lowest bid for the 
project. 

“It was a great outcome,” 
said project manager Marc 
Estvold. “The committee 
was really pleased to see 
such a strong firm prevail.” 

FORMA has completed 
more than 20 major public 
high school projects since 
1985. Most recently the 
company completed a new 
$43 million school for Har-
rison Prep near Tacoma, 
new campuses for Yelm and 
Granite Falls high schools, 
and major additions and 
renovations at Capital High 
in Olympia. 

“Our approach is cen-
tered on maximizing every 
available project dollar,” 
said senior project manager 
Keith Michel. “We pride 
ourselves on our ability 
to provide the most scope 
within the budget and 
schedule requirements. 
Further, we consider the 
students as our client.” 

Michel says the firm is 
excited about the vision for 
the new school. 

“It’s going to be a beauti-
ful school,” he said. “We’re 
excited to be a part of it.”  

IN BRIEF

Fidalgo Elementary teachers Rondi Peth, Patty Johnson, Julie Boyce, Terri Sommers and Kris Roney 
enjoy the camaraderie, focus on art, and care for students and colleagues that help define their school. 

Falcon spirit: Fidalgo teachers 
celebrate arts, care for children

Last month, artist Daniel Dancer came to the district to create a large scale, collaborative art project at three elemen-
tary schools. Art for the Sky involved all of the students at Island View, Mt. Erie and Fidalgo. At each school, an art 
piece was created on the field and then almost 1,500 students and staff played the part of paint drops. The event was 

sponsored by the Anacortes Arts Festival. ‘It was so exciting for the students,’ said Mt. Erie principal Peter Donaldson.

Fidalgo fishing boat Island View eagle  Mt. Erie mustang

Editor’s Note: This is the first 
in a series featuring the unique 
teaching and learning of individual 
schools in Anacortes. 

Entering the front doors of 
Fidalgo Elementary leaves 
no doubt in the visitor ’s 

mind that this is a special place. 
Vibrant art, colors and textures 
alert you that meaningful teaching 
and learning take place here. And 
creativity flows.

Part of the meaningful teaching 
is a direct result of a core group 
of veteran teachers, some of 
whom have taught together for 
nearly three decades. The bond 
among them is so strong that it’s 
almost impossible to separate one 
teacher’s thoughts from another.

Like a couple that’s been mar-
ried a long time, they complete 
each other’s sentences and laugh 
when reminiscing about their 
shared years together, like the 
time a few of them traveled to Ja-
pan with principal Chris Borgen 
to study brain research. 

Fidalgo isn’t just a school to 
these teachers. It’s a home away 
from home. They support each 
other at school and outside of 
school – at weddings, births, 
graduations and funerals.

First grade teacher Terri Som-
mers distinctly recalls the im-
mediate network of support that 
sprang up on September 11, 2001. 
Not only did teachers comfort 
students, but they were there for 
each other.

Teachers will tell you there’s 
a tangible sense of community 
at Fidalgo.

First grade teacher Patty John-
son has taught for 36 years and 
says teachers here sincerely care 
for other teacher’s students.

“We don’t even have to talk 
about it. It just happens organi-
cally,” says Johnson. “We follow 
our students and are intentional 
about tracking them. We don’t 
forget about them after they leave 
our classroom.” 

Second grade teacher Rondi 
Peth, who has taught 36 years 
at Fidalgo, frequently checks 
with the third and fourth grade 
teachers to see that her kids are 
thriving. 

When second grade teacher 
Julie Boyce, a 40-year veteran 
teacher of the school, saw a fifth 
grader upset in the hall, she 
recognized the boy as a former 
student of Johnson’s and reached 
out to comfort him. 

Fellow teacher Danica Kelly 
says it’s always been this way at 
Fidalgo.

“We are truly a community that 
takes care of each other’s kids. We 
take it seriously,” she said. 

Realizing potential
Principal Tara Dowd says 

she’s very proud of her teachers 
because they are fun, energetic 
and willing to embrace new ap-
proaches that will improve stu-
dent learning. Fidalgo’s mission 
statement defines what goes on 
every day in the school: Edu-
cating students to realize their 
potential and contribute to their 
community. 

“There’s a long-held ethic at Fi-
dalgo of believing in all students 
and being tenacious about help-
ing them succeed,” said Dowd. 

While the grade level and con-
tent differ from teacher to teacher, 
the necessity of art in children’s 
lives comes up again and again 
as veteran teachers discuss what 
keeps them going after all these 
years.

They have found ways to keep 
art alive in their busy schedules, 
and this has strengthened their 
bond even more.

“We all believe that children 
need to move, to paint, to sing, to 
clap and dance,” said first grade 
teacher Kris Roney. 

Changes over time
While art has remained a con-

sistent focus, other things have 
changed. 

When Julie Boyce started teach-
ing 40 years ago, she used the 
Sally, Dick and Jane primer. The 
focus was on sight words and 
phonics.

Now teachers have classroom 
libraries, so students have many 
choices of genres. Peth says when 
students have hundreds of in-
teresting books at their reading 
level, they want to read.

One-to-one conferencing with 
teachers and talking with peers 
have also increased motivation 
in helping students learn to read.

Another change the teachers 
have seen is the rise in pre-
school attendance. Thirty years 
ago, no one went to preschool. 
The district only moved to full-
day kindergarten six years ago. 
This year, 87 percent of current 
kindergarteners attended pre-
school. 

Johnson says students are 
entering school more socially 
prepared and more technologi-
cally advanced. Like it or not, 
she says, social media and video 
games are a part of many parents’ 
worlds, so the students simply 
have more exposure.

Many students are now being 
raised by grandparents, another 
trend teachers agree differs from 
30 years ago. 

Yet another change is more 
structure for teachers. Thirty 
years ago, they basically had to 
write their own curriculum.

A child’s wonder
But what remains constant – and 

what Fidalgo celebrates – is the 
children themselves. 

The simple sense of wonder in 
a child is what makes being an 
educator exciting. 

“It’s very joyful to see how 
much students grow over time. It’s 
something we get to measure each 
fall when a new group arrives,” 
Johnson said.

Roney recalls a shy student, 
after several reluctant sessions, 
proudly sharing a story during 
writing class last year. She says 
it never gets old seeing a child 
learn or try something new and 
be excited about it.

Falcon pride
For many families, Falcon Pride 

is multi-generational. Peth attend-
ed the school from kindergarten 
through sixth grade, and after 36 
years as a teacher, feels that same 
sense of community that she did 
as a child.

The unique bond among teach-
ers will continue to remain strong. 
Calling attention to recently retired 
Fidalgo teachers Sherry Chavers 
and Beth Morgan-Cleland, who 
both stay active at the school, John-
son says teachers at Fidalgo don’t 
really know how to retire. 

Which is lucky for all the falcons. 
“Once you start teaching here, 

you don’t ever want to leave,” said 
Johnson.

Seri Thomas

ART FOR THE SKY
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Alcohol and  
marijuana use

Island Hospital’s Fall 2015 
Heartbeats magazine features a 
story on the effects of alcohol 
and marijuana on the devel-
oping brain. Pediatrician Les 
Richards notes that nearly 
every region of the brain is 
affected by alcohol and THC, 
the main active chemical 
found in marijuana. The ar-
ticle discusses the following: 

Prolonged and excessive 
alcohol use during teen and 
younger years can result in 
a smaller prefrontal cortex 
(governs memory, thinking, 
perceptual awareness and 
consciousness) and reduced 
brain white matter as young 
adults. 

Adolescents are still form-
ing connections between 
nerve cells that play a role 
in memory, and alcohol can 
affect the normal development 
of these connections. 

Alcohol can affect the 
healthy function of the hy-
pothalamus, resulting in low 
testosterone and altered levels 
of other hormones. 

Recent studies indicate 
that exposure to marijuana 
during brain development can 
cause long-term or possibly 
permanent adverse changes in 
the brain. A large, longitudinal 
study found that frequent and 
heavy use of marijuana in 
adolescence is associated with 
a loss of an average of eight IQ 
points. 

Synthetic marijuana (called 
spice, K2, No More Mr. Nice 
Guy and many other names) 
contains powerful chemicals 
called cannabimimetics that 
can cause dangerous health ef-
fects. More than 120 emergen-
cy room visits in New York 
during the week of April 8, 
2015 were linked to synthetic 
marijuana. 

Adolescence is a time when 
brain growth is most vulner-
able to “insult and impair-
ment” caused by brain-alter-
ing chemicals, wrote Richards.  

A task force to fight youth al-
cohol and drug use in Anacortes 
was formed last year and includes 
the City of Anacortes, Anacortes 
School District, Anacortes Police 
Department, Island Hospital 
and other community partners. 
For more information, call (360) 
293-1211. 

Facilities planning
The school board is discuss-

ing options to address long-
term facilities needs, based 
on new state guidelines and 
funding for elementary class 
sizes. In the state’s biennial 
budget, class sizes in kinder-
garten through third grade are 
reduced by two to three stu-
dents per class. State law calls 
for even further reductions in 
subsequent years. 

“The good news is that we 
will have smaller class sizes, 
which will definitely support 
student learning. We also 
expect an increase in student 
enrollment, based on the ad-
dition of squadrons at NAS 
Whidbey,” said superinten-
dent Mark Wenzel. “The chal-
lenge we face is elementary 
classroom space.” 

The board will review pos-
sibilities, with outreach to staff 
and parents in December and 
January. The district expects a 
solution to be needed for the 
2017-2018 school year.

IN BRIEF

AHS teachers 
Candice Reid 
and Victor 
Garcia (top 
left) get 
into the 
homecoming 
spirit by 
modeling 
1960s attire 
as part of 
the kick-off 
assembly.

Seniors 
Audrey Stultz 
and Griffin 
Overa (top 
right) led the 
homecoming 
court as 
queen and 
king. 

The Class of 
2019 (left), 
this year’s 
freshmen, 
won the 
homecoming 
float contest 
with a 
recreation of 
a 1950s diner. 

HOMECOMING 2015

Photo by David Bishop

The Shell ‘Fueling Education’ Fun Run raised $35,000 for the Anacortes Schools Foundation earlier this month. The 
event at Washington Park included fun activities for kids and refreshments. Mayor Laurie Gere served as the official 
race starter. 

In the 
spotlight

Whitney kindergartener 
Harrison Mortimer enjoys 
building a robot from 
legos during creative free 
time in class. 

Mt. Erie fifth grader 
Aaliyah Raabe celebrates 
the harvest of potatoes 
from the school’s garden 
earlier this fall. 

Four young Anacortes women recently received 
recognition for achieving the Girls Scouts’ highest honor, 
the Gold Award. They are Alex Hanesworth, Stephanie 
Kerr, Alycia McKee-Nelson and Rebecca Cortez. 



Name: James Parker
Grade: 11
Sport: 
Cross 
Country
How 
many 
years: 5
Favorite 
Food: 
tacos
Favorite 
class: 

Environmental Science
Favorite TV show: No time to 
watch TV
Winter Whistler ski trip or 
Hawaiian cruise: Hawaiian 
Cruise
Favorite artist/group: Beatles
Quote: “When I’m running I 
am thinking about how far I 
can push myself and challenge 
my limits.”

Name: Kian Patrick
Grade: 12
Sport: 
Tennis
How 
many 
years: 4
Favorite 
Food: 
pizza
Favor-
ite TV 
Show: 

Cheers
Favorite class: US History 
Post-graduation plans: loco-
motive engineer training
Quote: “The best thing about 
tennis is the independence it’s 
given me; it’s just me out there 
against my opponent.”

Name: Karly Richardson
Grade: 12
Sport: 
volleyball
How 
many 
years? 6
Favorite 
food: 
burgers
Favorite 
class: 
any math 

class
Favorite TV show: don’t 
watch it much
Post-graduation plans: 
I haven’t decided which 
college yet, but I am going 
to study to be a physical 
therapist’s assistant and 
definitely continue playing 
volleyball.
Quote: “Volleyball has taught 
me that to accomplish anything 
you need a team around you 
and support from others.”

Name: Linzi Bowman
Grade: 10
Sport: 
soccer
How 
many 
years? 8
Favorite 
food: 
chicken 
alfredo
Favorite 
Artist: 

Nate Ruess
Favorite class: PE
Last selfie taken: at the 
beach three weeks ago
Disneyworld or World Cup 
Final: Disneyworld
Quote: “I love soccer because 
it gives me a rush: scoring 
goals, assisting goals, making 
good passes… it’s all awe-
some.”
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Dylan Holland will cement 
himself as the most success-
ful distance runner Ana-

cortes has seen to date, says AHS 
cross country coach Chris Crane. 

On October 15, he won the 
Skagit County meet for the second 
year in a row and set a new course 
record of 16:17. He is also this 
month’s WIAA “student spotlight” 
athlete. Holland also holds the 
school record in the 3,200 meters 
set last spring with a time of 9:21.

His best time for a 5K this year 
is 15:41 at the Nike Invitational in 
Portland, OR.

Crane notes how far Holland 
has come since his first 5K time 
of 20:29 his freshman year. 

“He has continued to impress 
with his consistency, focus and 
dedication,” said Crane. “He is 
remarkably healthy and injury free 
and continually leads by example.” 

His coach also appreciates how 
Holland mentors younger runners. 

“He has been highly encour-
aging to younger athletes. He 
often runs with less experienced 
students offering helpful advice 
without demonstrating superior-
ity, despite the fact that he is the 
top-ranked 2A runner favored to 
win state,” Crane said.  

The district tournament is Oc-
tober 31 at South Whidbey HS 
and the state tournament is No-
vember 7 in Pasco.

Next spring, construction 
will start on Rice Field, the 
first part of the new high 

school project supported by voters 
through passage of the capital con-
struction bond last February. The 
synthetic turf, bleachers, broad-
cast booth and veterans memo-
rial all build on the work of local 
volunteers who helped create the 
original Rice Field in the 1990s and 
the Daniels baseball field complex 
dating back to the 1980s.  

Community members Don Dan-
iels, Doug Colglazier, Rick Harvey, 
Bill Wooding and others pooled 
their talents, vision and resources 
to ensure local youth could access 
high quality recreational facilities. 
It’s an effort that continues to this 
day.   

Don Daniels’ family
In the 1980s, Anacortes resident 

Don Daniels worked with AHS 
baseball coach and Anacortes 
Baseball Club founder Lem Elway 
to upgrade one of the fields at Vol-
unteer Park. The work continued 
in the 1990s, with the addition of 
baseball and softball fields. Along 
the way, Anacortes residents Mike 
Atterberry and Jamie Harju helped 
shape the vision. 

The final product represented 
years of work and planning.  

By the time Daniels died in 
2004, the family had contributed 
several hundred thousand dol-
lars and partnered with the City 
of Anacortes in helping to create 
what many consider to be one of 
the premier youth recreational 
facilities in the Pacific Northwest. 

Rick Harvey is Don Daniels’ 
stepson.  

Although he’s not particularly 
comfortable in the spotlight (“I re-
ally try to stay under the radar”), 
Harvey’s name is likely recognized 
by anyone whose kids have been 
involved in athletics in our com-
munity. As head of the Don & Mar-
guerite Daniels Foundation and 
a partner with the Greater Skagit 

Community Foundation, Harvey 
has been active in supporting 
Volunteer Park, the Alton-Daniels 
Field, and the Marguerite & Don 
Daniels Softball Field.

Harvey’s life is deeply engrained 
in that of his hometown and the 
Northwest. He got his start in com-
mercial fishing in Alaska at the age 
of 15. As an Anacortes High School 
athlete, he recalls having to double 
up on football practices to make up 
for his late return to school follow-
ing the end of the fishing season. 

Harvey left the fishing industry 
at age 25, and following a stint in 
construction work, he spent the 
next 23 years as an employee of the 
City of Anacortes. Regardless of his 
occupation, however, the lessons 
he learned in sports continued to 
mold him.

“Kids face more adversity in 
sports than almost anything they 
do,” Harvey said.  “When you get 
on that field, it’s up to you to excel, 
figure out where you went wrong, 
and set goals you can strive for. It 
made me the person I am today.”

Taking over his step-father’s 
foundations when Don Daniels 
passed away, Harvey has been 
instrumental in enriching the rec-

reational life of Anacortes, from 
providing funds for junior high 
school kids who would otherwise 
be unable to play sports, to build-
ing the facilities for them to play 
on. His most recent commitment, 
in cooperation with the City of 
Anacortes, is to fund the complete 
renovation of Alton R. Daniels 
Field, including a new fieldhouse 
and the installation of artificial turf. 

Doug Colglazier  
and Rice Field

In 1991, the current Rice Field 
came into existence. High school 
booster club president Rick Dicki-
son reached out to community 
member Doug Colglazier to garner 
support for a football field complex 
to provide critical support for the 
high school program. The district 
had funds from a 1990 bond to 
build a track, and the booster club 
wanted to leverage a community 
partnership to expand the effort. 

Colglazier went to work.  
He teamed with Bill Wooding 

and others to hire consultants, 
develop a plan and build the cur-
rent Rice Field. In doing so, they 
created three acres of wetlands to 

mitigate impacts to sensitive areas. 
They also built roads and parking 
lots. The donation of labor and 
materials for the project totaled 
about $1 million. 

Based on a deep respect for the 
former mayor of Anacortes, Jim 
Rice, the group decided to name 
the facility Jim Rice Memorial Field. 

“I’m proud that the work we 
did has stood up,” said Colglazier.

As a former bank manager and 
vice-president of Washington 
Federal Savings, where he spent 
30 years before retiring, Doug 
Colglazier has been intimately in-
volved in the life of Anacortes. His 
list of accomplishments includes 
serving as founding trustee and 
past president of the Anacortes 
Parks Foundation, co-founding 
what is now the Anacortes Schools 
Foundation (where he is currently 
trustee emeritus), and serving as 
a facilities committee member for 
the Anacortes School District. He 
is especially proud of his involve-
ment, along with Don Daniels and 
Rick Harvey, in the creation and 
upkeep of Volunteer Park. 

Like the Daniels family, Colgla-
zier credits athletics with values 
and benefits that have been in-
strumental in his success. He also 
shares his friends’ dedication to 
making those benefits available to 
as many kids as possible. 

“Don Daniels was an incredible 
man,” Colglazier said. “He taught 
me so much about volunteerism 
and giving back to the commu-
nity.” 

The work of these community 
volunteers allows the district to 
take the next step in creating a first-
class facility with the new high 
school project, said superintendent 
Mark Wenzel. 

“Don Daniels, Doug Colglazier, 
Rick Harvey, Bill Wooding and oth-
ers have made such outstanding 
contributions in supporting rec-
reational facilities in Anacortes,” 
said Wenzel. “We are so fortunate 
to be able to build on their legacy.”  

ATHLETE 
SPOTLIGHT

2 long-distance runners set records 

Anacortes Middle School 
student Logan Hanrahan 
turned heads earlier this 

month when he set a blazing 
pace in winning the “Hole in the 
Wall” race at Lakewood High 
School. Besting 141 runners, 
Hanrahan set a middle school 
course record of 9:20 for 1.7 
miles. It was his second consecu-
tive win in the high-profile an-
nual race. He beat the previous 
record by 30 seconds. 

Hanrahan learned early that 
he loved running, and ran a sub-
7-minute mile in second grade at 
Island View Elementary. He ran a 
4:59 mile during track season as 
a seventh grader last year. 

“Logan is a talented runner, 
but he is also a young man who 
understands that merely being 
gifted isn’t enough,” said coach 
Tammy Templeton. “He is the 
rare athlete that understands he 
has to nurture his gift with hard 
work. As a result, Logan sets 
very lofty goals for himself and 
then listens to his coaches and 
mentors on how to achieve those 
goals. He is a quick study and an 
intuitive racer.” 

Hanrahan plans to shoot for 
Junior Olympics in Albuquer-
que, New Mexico this winter.

“He will enter high school as 
one of the fastest freshmen boys 
in the state,” said Templeton.

AMS 8th grader Logan Hanrahan AHS senior Dylan Holland

A look back at history: 
Building recreational fields in Anacortes

Community members Doug Colglazier and Rick Harvey have played 
instrumental roles in developing playfields in Anacortes. 
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AHS alumnus (’05) Douglas Stanford 
earned his bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctorate degrees in physics at Stanford 

University. He was then awarded a Marshall 
scholarship from the British government, one 
of 40 Americans selected to study in the UK. 
He studied math at Cambridge University in 
2009-2010. His mother, Sarah Roberts, lives in 
Anacortes. 

You sailed around the world for five years 
before you landed in Anacortes as a teen. 
What was it like?  

It was great. The ocean sailing part gets a 
bit old, but there is something really magi-
cal about arriving in a new country after 
spending a couple of weeks at sea. One slight 
downside was that my sisters and I were 
pretty under-socialized when we arrived at 
AHS and AMS.

What’s your present job? 
I work as a postdoc at the Institute for 

Advanced Studies (IAS) in Princeton. My job 
is to do research in high energy theoretical 
physics. This involves reading papers, talking 
to people, doing calculations, writing papers, 
and some travel.

What is IAS? Who has worked there? 
The IAS is an independent research insti-

tute, founded in 1930. There are professors 
and postdocs, but no students and no classes. 
The whole purpose is research. Einstein, 
Godel, von Neumann and Oppenheimer 
were all there as faculty members. There are 
cookies every day at 3 pm.

How do you explain quantum field theory, 
quantum gravity and string theory to non-
scientists? 

Quantum field theory is a framework for 
describing particles interacting with forces 
like electromagnetism. Quantum gravity is 
what you get when you add gravity too. This 
turns out to make things much more compli-
cated. String theory is the best (and maybe 

only) understood version of quantum gravity, 
but it comes a bit out of left field. The original 
idea was to describe interacting strings (in-
stead of particles). But in certain settings this 
reduces to interacting particles plus gravity. 

Why is it important to study those things? 
The history of physics is full of all kinds 

of surprising connections. Even if we don’t 
have an immediate technological application 
for string theory, understanding it correctly is 
likely to shed light on other areas of math-
ematics and physics that are directly useful.

What do you hope to accomplish profes-
sionally in the next 10-20 years? Personally? 

I would like to help solve the black hole 
information problem, which is to understand 
how black holes fit with (or modify!) quan-
tum mechanics. In practical terms, I hope to 
get a job as a professor. And if I don’t have a 
dog 20 years from now, I will feel that some-
thing has gone terribly wrong.

What’s your favorite high school memory?
During the spring of senior year, I some-

how ended up having the same lunch period 
as almost all of my friends, and we had a 
great time eating outside and talking non-
sense.

What was your best experience at Stan-
ford?

 At the Stanford physics department, a 
lot of research gets done by sitting around a 
blackboard and talking for maybe six hours. 
This is very tiring, and it isn’t the way I work 
nowadays, but it was a great learning experi-
ence for me. 

Other fun times at Stanford? 
Once, 32 people from my dorm made T 

shirts and played a huge game of human 
chess on the main quad late at night. That 
was great.

What was a highlight from your time in 
England? 

Ultimate frisbee was just starting to catch 
on in Cambridge, so for once in my life I got 
to be a star athlete.

What should high school students learn 
about science and math? 

Equations can be trusted! If you have an 
equation that you don’t understand, try to 
prove it wrong. Sometimes this helps.

What advice do you have for high school 
students? 

 Join the math team!
What is something outside of your field 

that you want to learn more about? 
I’ve been trying to learn how to make 

bread. I’m slowly getting better but progress 
is pretty uneven.

What are you reading? 
“Americanah,” by Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie.
If you would like to recommend an AHS alum 

to be featured, please contact Superintendent Mark 
Wenzel at mwenzel@asd103.org or 360-293-1211. 

Junior Bradley Miller and senior Henry Holtgeerts run the equipment 
from a van during a recent football broadcast. The new high school 
stadium will have a dedicated press booth for the Broadcast Club. 

Anacortes High School stu-
dent Eric Olsen is frantical-
ly putting together graphics 

when he hears fellow Broadcast 
Club member Henry Holtgeerts on 
his headset: We just lost all audio.

The club is broadcasting live 
from an Anacortes Seahawks 
football game.

Senior and club vice-president 
Holtgeerts says technological mis-
haps are frustrating, but it’s also 
what makes live broadcasting so 
fun and exciting.

“Our broadcast season always 
improves because we’re learning 
on the job from our mistakes and 
then continually improving,” said 
Holtgeerts.

Handling stress is one of the 
most valuable real-life skills you 
can learn from working with the 
club, says junior Jackson Freier, 
club president. 

“When you’re in the booth, you 
learn to delegate, to multi-task and 
to lead,” he said.

Community connections
Broadcast Club started in 2005 

and has grown from 10 events a 
year to more than 30 events. Advi-
sor Jim Thompson says it’s great to 
watch kids get excited about their 
work and give something to the 
community.

Thompson teaches Photo 1 and 
2, Digital Media Production, Ad-
vanced Digital Media Production 
and Yearbook. In class, students 
create films, commercials, music 
videos and a weekly newscast 
called The Rock. 

“It’s cool to see a team of kids 
that likes technology come to-
gether to produce these amazing 
stories,” Thompson said.

Broadcast Club expands the 
school’s digital reach by sending 

school events to the world. 
And it’s not just football games. 

The crew has streamed football, 
basketball, soccer, volleyball, 
graduation and student govern-
ment speeches in the past. This 
year they’re adding swim meets 
and hopefully performing arts 
concerts, according to Thompson. 

The broadcasts are one of the 
biggest community benefits of the 
club.  Anyone, anywhere can view 
or listen to the live events, which 
stream on www.thecube.com.

For announcer Lou D’Amelio, 
it’s a win for the school and a win 
for the community. 

“You’re spreading the word 
about what goes on at the high 
school, talking to great kids doing 
great things. And you’re also build-
ing memories for people who can’t 
be at these events. There’s only one 
high school in Anacortes, and it’s a 
central part of the community. The 
more we can share that, the better 
off we all are,” he said.

Real-world experience
In addition to creating a partner-

ship between the school district 
and the community, Broadcast 
Club also teaches transferable 
real-life skills.

Students learn how to think, 
how to write, and how to present 
information.

Club business manager Dylon 
Sheffer says he’s learned leader-
ship and communications skills, 
both of which he knows will help 
him in his future. He adds that you 
learn quickly how to fix technical 
problems while coordinating cam-
eras and directing a show.

The adrenaline rush that comes 
from making so many decisions 
at one time, always thinking of 
what’s coming next, and meeting 
deadlines is affectionately called 
“the broadcast high” by club 
members.

“Wrapping up broadcasts is 
always special. We’ve been here 
for 14 hours, and we still don’t 

want to go home,” said Holtgeerts. 
“We literally start filling out call 
sheets for our next broadcast until 
Thompson kicks us out.” 

A focus on teamwork 
Another important real-world 

skill that every member learns is 
teamwork. When time is crunched, 
every single piece of the show, 
from graphics to camera work to 
calling shots on the headset, must 
all come together seamlessly.

Because the club is ever-chang-
ing and positions rotate weekly, 
students have the opportunity to 
learn each of the various roles. 
New members usually start out 
as production assistants and re-
porters, then work their way up 
through camera crew to assistant 
director and finally to director.

D’Amelio, who works weekly 
with the broadcast crew, sees the 
hands-on learning as the most 
important part of the club because 
it can be translated into the real 
world.

“This is not adults working with 
kids. This is a group of equals all 
working together to accomplish a 
task,” he said.

Anyone can join Broadcast Club. 
Those interested should find teach-
er Jim Thompson after school in 
room 122.

Recently the club received tar-
geted support from Senior College 
and Anacortes Rotary Club to help 
upgrade equipment and stay cur-
rent with industry trends. 

“We’re very grateful to these 
civic groups for recognizing how 
Broadcast Club impacts students 
and creates an important commu-
nity connection,” said Thompson. 
“The new equipment will help us 
take the program to the next level. 
It’s going to be great.”

Interview with Douglas Stanford

AHS alum seeks to explain black holes

broadcast club: 
‘Learning on the job from our mistakes’

Douglas Stanford

EVENTS  
CALENDAR
OCTOBER
27: AMS/AHS Fall Choir concert, 
7 pm, Brodniak Hall
30: No school (staff develop-
ment)

NOVEMBER
4: AHS Veterans Day Assembly, 
10 am, Brodniak Hall
9: Internet/Social Media Safety 
& Digital Literacy for Parents, 
6:30 pm, Brodniak Hall
10: Veterans Day Assembly, 10 
am, AMS 
10: Veterans Day Assembly, 10 
am, Island View
10: Veterans Day Assembly, 2 
pm, Mount Erie
10: Community meeting on 
high school design, ASD board 
room (2200 M Ave), 3:30-5 pm 
and 5:30-7 pm
11: No school (Veterans Day 
holiday)
12: Veterans Day Assembly, 9 
am, Fidalgo
12: School Board meeting, 6:15 
pm, Anacortes School District 
board room
19-21: AHS Fall Play (‘Til Beth 
Do Us Part’), 7 pm, Brodniak Hall
20: Harvest Dance (Community 
Folk Dance) at Island View, 6:30 
pm. 
20: Anacortes Community 
Theater in the Schools (‘Hero 
Jamboree’), 7 pm, Fidalgo
20: Seahawk Music Boost-
ers present Swing Dance at 
the Eagles Ballroom featuring 
Anacortes Intermediate and Ad-
vanced Jazz Bands. Swing dance 
lessons begin at 7 pm. $8 for 
students, $12 for adults. Tickets 
are available at the door and this 
event is open to the public.
21: Anacortes Community 
Theater in the Schools (‘Hero 
Jamboree’), 2 pm, Fidalgo
22: AHS Fall Play (‘Til Beth Do 
Us Part’), 2 pm, Brodniak Hall
23: AMS evening conferences
24: 7-12 Early Release, confer-
ences
25: K-12 Early Release
26-27: Thanksgiving Break

DECEMBER
4: Tree lighting ceremony, 
downtown, various groups 
perform
5: Jazz choir, Breakfast for Santa, 
10 am, Senior Center.  All Ana-
cortes bands and choirs march 
in the Holiday Parade, 11 am, 
downtown Anacortes
5-6: “Celebrate the Season” 
family day events, noon to 5 pm, 
Port of Anacortes
10: School Board meeting, 6:15 
pm, Anacortes School District 
board room
12: “Celebrate the Season” 
Dream It Dinner/Auction, 
doors open at 5:30 pm, Port of 
Anacortes.  Reservations recom-
mended.
12: Winter Wonderland, Island 
View choir, 5:30 pm
14: AMS band winter concert, 6 
pm, Brodniak Hall
15: AHS band winter concert, 6 
pm, Brodniak Hall
16: AMS/AHS choir concert, 7 
pm, Brodniak Hall
17: Winter holiday program for 
Mount Erie, grades K, 1, 3, 5, 6:30 
pm, Brodniak Hall
21: Winter break begins


