
GENERAL CLASSROOMS
ENGLISH, MATH, SOCIAL STUDIES & WORLD LANGUAGE

The core curriculum classrooms include math, english, social studies, and world language where teacher planning, lectures, testing, 
small group collaboration, student presentations, project work, and even some culinary explorations will take place.

The flex space, conference room, and small group are all highly flexible areas intended to accommodate a wide variety of unique 
teaching needs, student activities, and learning styles including individual testing, tutoring sessions, student or staff conferencing, 
departmental collaboration, project work, independent or group study, and socializing.

The workroom and instructional materials storage will provide teachers with easily accessible copy center functions for lesson 
preparation and centralized storage for both shared and individual teaching resources.

PURPOSE

•	 Each core curriculum area should be composed of highly flexible spaces 
that support a variety of instructional formats, gathering sizes, teaching 
methods, and learning styles.

•	 The core curriculum areas should easily adapt to daily teaching needs as 
well as to constantly evolving educational delivery methods.

•	 Each core curriculum classroom should enable personalization by the 
teacher through display of teaching accessories, posters, schedules, 
process updates, and assignments, as well as the showcasing of 
student work, progress, and accomplishments.

•	 Core curriculum areas should be transparent, visually interconnected 
spaces that allow for easy supervision while simultaneously highlighting 
and celebrating the exciting, academic nature of the area.

•	 The flex space, to the maximum extent possible, should incorporate 
circulation space in order to increase its size beyond the area allocated 
in the program.
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SCIENCE

To promote scientific literacy in chemistry, physical science, biology, human anatomy, environmental science, and physics by engaging 
students in lectures, discussions and lab activities that involve problem solving and critical thinking, resulting in students able to make 
informed decisions about relevant scientific issues and inspired to further explore the wonders of science and the natural world.

PURPOSE

•	 All science labs should have a dedicated lecture area as well as a space 
dedicated to lab stations.  The layout should allow simultaneous utilization.

•	 All science labs should support hands-on, inquiry-based curriculum that 
meets both district and state standards.

•	 Provide functional specialized science labs that can easily adapt to 
changing technology, teaching methods, and program needs.

•	 All science labs should support multiple instructional formats such 
as individual work, small group collaboration, entire class lectures/ 
presentations/ demonstrations, and test administration.

•	 The layout of the science labs should maximize student safety while 
providing an efficient, engaging learning environment.

•	 The location/ layout of the science labs should promote departmental 
collaboration and allow for interdepartmental partnering when desired.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

Resource Rooms are remedial classrooms intended to serve students with diagnosed disabilities that substantially interfere with 
their general education.  They are given direct, specialized instruction and academic remediation and assistance with homework and 
related assignments as individuals or in groups in one or more core academic subjects.  The particulars of this assistance is spelled 
out in the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) specifically developed for each qualifying student per Federal and state guidelines.

The ELL (English Language Learners) classroom is intended to increase the school performance of students who are unable to 
communicate fluently or learn effectively in English, who often come from non-English-speaking homes and backgrounds, and who 
typically require specialized or modified instruction in both the English language and in their academic courses.

The Life Skills classroom is intended to serve self-contained, special education students with significant disabilities by teaching them 
various transition skills (personal and work related) necessary for independent living including grooming, hygiene, dressing, cooking, 
nutrition, safety, communication, fitness, recreation, self-advocacy, and scheduling.

The OT/PT therapy area is for physically disabled students to receive therapy and training intended to improve their physical 
condition, functional abilities, and/or independence.  This often involves the use of very specialized equipment.

PURPOSE

•	 The design and location of the special education spaces should promote a 
sense of community and belonging within the school culture.

•	 The design and location of the special education spaces should promote 
interdisciplinary collaboration and interaction.

•	 Because the number of special education students will fluctuate from year 
to year, Resource Room layouts should be easily adaptable for use as core 
curriculum classrooms.

•	 Because the nature of each student’s needs will vary from year to year 
and the equipment and furnishings needed will vary accordingly, the 
OT/PT therapy area should be designed to easily accommodate the 
reconfiguration/ replacement/ or addition of physical therapy equipment.
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CAREER & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

The Family & Consumer Science (FACS) area is envisioned to support the instruction of a wide variety of skills that contribute to one’s life 
quality such as health, personal finances, and nutrition & wellness.  FACS subjects could also include interior design, child development, 
careers in education, and life after high school. The Digital Media facility is intended to support the instruction of a variety of electronic 
means and methods of storytelling including television, filmmaking, photography, graphic design, animation, and sound design.  The annual 
AHS yearbook is also produced through this program. The Business / Marketing component is meant to support the instruction of a variety 
of courses including marketing, web design, graphics, the Microsoft IT academy, and retail experience.  The Future Business Leaders of 
America CTSO also utilizes the area after school. The Computer Science lab is a space designed to support the instruction of computer 
information technology including understanding computers, networks, computer languages, databases, applications programming, 
systems administration, and internet development. The Pre-Engineering & Manufacturing facility is anticipated to support the instruction of 
light and heavy metals fabrication, welding technologies, manual machining, CNC machining, architecture & engineering drawing, robotics, 
and computer science.

PURPOSE

•	 The CTE program areas should be dispersed/ integrated throughout the new 
high school facility, strategically locating each component in proximity to other 
related departments in order to inspire interdepartmental collaboration and 
encourage shared use of facilities/ resources. 

•	 Where feasible, the CTE spaces should be transparent to the general school 
population in order to celebrate these exciting learning environments, advertise 
career opportunities, and promote available services and expertise.

•	 Despite their highly specialized nature, the CTE spaces should be designed for 
maximum flexibility in order to adapt to future changes in technology as well as 
changes in demand for particular fields of study and careers.

•	 Careful design consideration for safety and health must be given to CTE 
programs that use potentially dangerous equipment or processes.

•	 The Digital Media facility and the Pre-Engineering & Manufacturing facilities 
should be zoned for potential after-hours use by school groups, community 
groups, and local businesses. 

•	 Create a state-of-the-art, professionally equipped Digital Media facility that not 
only supports a robust, full-spectrum program for students, but can be rented 
out during off hours as a media production resource for the community and 
local businesses.

•	 The Computer Science lab should be designed to facilitate intense student 
collaboration and creativity, reflecting the dynamic and flexible working 
environments of the software development industry.

•	 The Student Store should be an integral part of the student life of the 
commons, designed and furnished to have an inviting café ambience. 
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VISUAL ARTS

Traditionally known as studios, these are creative, hands-on, messy spaces that support the visual arts.

At the high school level, visual arts activities can vary widely, ranging from individual small-scale artistic investigations, to large-scale 
group projects.  Studio undertakings might include painting, drawing, airbrushing, ceramics, and glass design.  In addition, there 
might be occasional collaborations or learning opportunities through local artists, businesses, and community groups.

PURPOSE

•	 Studios should be open, flexible, and inspiring spaces.

•	 Studios should facilitate the integration of visual arts into interdisciplinary 
projects.

•	 Studios should be configured to allow for project work, reflection, and 
critique to occur simultaneously.

•	 Studios should be designed to support instruction and student projects in 
a wide assortment of media.

•	 Ample display opportunities for student work (2-D and 3-D) should be 
available in the studios, the gallery vestibule, and throughout the entire 
school facility.
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LIBRARY

The library is meant to facilitate a broad spectrum of academic pursuits as well as provide a setting for social activities.  
It is the main repository of information in hard copy form – books, textbooks, and periodicals. It is also a technological hub that 
allows students to connect to online resources. Individual students will use it for studying, research, project work, challenge 
reading, pleasure reading, or simply to take a break.  Small student groups will utilize the center for a variety of purposes including 
collaborating, studying, researching, and project work.  One or more entire classes may be in the library at the same time, receiving 
group instruction or performing individual tasks. Prearranged use of the library by large student, parent, or community groups is 
anticipated.

A computer lab connected to the library will primarily be used for library related functions such as lectures, 
demonstrations, and group testing, along with individual study and research.  Scheduled use of the lab by outside teachers, student 
groups, parents, or community groups is expected. 

A technology support area associated with the library will accommodate students checking-in/ checking-out their school-provided 
personal laptops at the beginning and end of each year.  It is also where students and staff can take school-owned technology 
devices for troubleshooting, support, repair, or replacement.

•	 The library should be the academic center of the school – a centrally 
located, informational and learning hub.

•	 The library should be a welcoming, inspiring, open, and visually 
transparent space that conveys the importance and excitement 
of learning and scholarship, with a teen-friendly, “living room” 
atmosphere.

•	 The library should support the instruction and development of 
information literacy and authentic research in both printed and 
electronic media.

•	 The library should be designed to easily adapt over time as collection 
storage requirements morph, research methods change, and teaching 
delivery evolves.

•	 The library should be designed for flexibility: able to simultaneously 
support individual, small group, and large group activities, formal and 
informal learning modalities.

•	 The library should be prominently located for easy access by 
students, and configured to allow controlled access by the 
community.

PURPOSE
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COMMONS

The commons will be the heart of the school’s identity, a place that embodies the qualities that make Anacortes High School a unique 
place to be.  The commons will be more than an eating area for students.  It will serve as a place for students to take a break, retreat, 
mingle, and build friendships.  The commons will be an educational space for small performances, student presentations, multi-class 
group instruction, large and/or small scale collaborative project work, and individual study.  It will be an area to display student work, 
celebrate student accomplishments, and exhibit school pride.  Finally, the commons will be a place where the local community has 
the opportunity to schedule and use the space for various types and sizes of gatherings.

The food service component will include a full production kitchen with associated indoor and outdoor support spaces, as well as food 
vending areas including a spacious scramble zone and some unique satellite venues.

PURPOSE

GATHERING AREAS

•	 The commons should be the “heart” of the school – centrally 
located, connected to the rest of the school, open to the 
community, easy to access, with a safe, welcoming, and warm 
atmosphere.  It should be a place of school pride and identity, 
beautiful on both the inside and outside.

•	 The commons should have clear and efficient traffic flow that 
allows easy navigation through the space or the option to bypass 
the space to reach other areas of the facility.

•	 The commons should be a timeless space – tall, open, and filled 
with controlled natural daylight.

•	 The commons should be directly connected to an Outdoor 
Plaza with a covered area that extends dining, socializing, and 
academic options during both good and less-than-optimal weather 
conditions.

•	 The commons and outdoor plaza should be a place that captures 
and celebrates the natural environment of Anacortes including the 
extraordinary view east to Fidalgo and Padilla Bays, Mount Baker, 
and the Cascade Mountains.

•	 The commons should be a flexible and relatively quickly adaptable 
space able to accommodate academic activities & collaboration, 
presentations & performances, and various types and sizes of 
community events.

•	 The commons should be a space that provides various users 
(students, staff, and community) with multiple seating options, 
socializing opportunities, food choices, and services.

FOOD SERVICE

•	 The production kitchen should be designed to support the efficient 
preparation and delivery of healthy food for students district-wide.

•	 The scramble area and any associated satellite venues should be 
designed to be flexible and adaptable so the spaces can support 
evolving menus and nutrition delivery methods.

•	 The scramble area and any associated satellite venues should 
be designed to provide an appealing meal selection experience 
with smooth, efficient traffic flow that ultimately maximizes student 
opportunities to eat and socialize.
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COUNSELING CENTER

The counseling center will assist the students and parents of both Anacortes High School and Cap Santé High School, offering 
services tailored to help each student successfully develop their own personal, social, academic, and career capacities.  Activities 
will include private counseling sessions for students with special emotional needs, college and career guidance, group presentations, 
individual testing, and informal student-counselor socializing.

PURPOSE

•	 The Counseling Center should be centrally located, easily accessed by 
students and parents, yet separate from the Administration area.

•	 The Counseling Center should be a warm, welcoming, and emotionally 
safe place that communicates school pride, excitement, and learning.

•	 The Counseling Center should have an aesthetic that is calming, 
professional, tasteful, and timeless.

•	 The Counseling Center needs to strike a balance between feeling open 
and transparent with the need for privacy and refuge.

•	 The Flexible Classroom should be easily adaptable to accommodate a 
variety of uses.
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ADMINISTRATION

The Administration area will primarily support the education of both Anacortes High School and Cap Sante High School students.  
It will function as the initial point of contact for students, parents, community members, and visitors.  Activities will include greeting, 
check-in, campus security, attendance functions, meetings, and clerical work.

The Nursing area will provide various health services to both Anacortes High School and Cap Sante High School students and staff.  
Activities will include treating minor injuries; providing a temporary recovery or waiting area; performing routine screenings; keeping 
immunization records; facilitating individual plans for students with special health needs; and serving as a liaison between school, 
family, and physician.

The Staff Lounge will provide a designated space for teachers and staff to eat, relax, collaborate, meet, and socialize.

PURPOSE

•	 The Administration area should present a welcoming and professional 
atmosphere to all visitors.

•	 The Administration area should be designed to accommodate visual 
surveillance of the main entry by office staff – both inside and outside the 
vestibule.

•	 The Administration area should be designed to facilitate effective and 
efficient administrative functions.

•	 The Nursing area should be designed to be a clean and professional 
environment that accommodates the need for patient confidentiality and 
privacy.

•	 The Staff Lounge should be designed to be a relaxing and comfortable 
refuge for teachers and staff, protected from interruptions by students or 
parents.

•	 The Staff Lounge should be a space that accommodates multiple options 
for eating, seating and socializing.
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CAP SANTE HIGH SCHOOL

The Cap Sante High School (CSHS) serves students who want or need an alternative to a traditional high school setting (currently 
grades 9-12).  CSHS staff work with each student to create individualized plans for earning a high school diploma.  The majority of 
coursework is academically oriented and occurs online through digital curriculum sources.  Most students learn on site, but some 
choose to learn remotely and are required to check-in with the staff once a week.

PURPOSE

•	 CSHS should have an identity that is separate from that of the main high 
school, one that is unique and a source of pride for the students, staff, and 
parents.

•	 CSHS should be a warm, welcoming, and comfortable facility that 
provides a safe haven for students.

•	 The layout of the high school campus should allow CSHS students to 
easily and comfortably access AHS programs such as Science, Visual 
Arts, CTE, Music, and Performing Arts.

•	 The CSHS spaces should be designed for maximum flexibility in order to 
adapt to future changes in the instructional model.
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