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School Bond February 10, 2015 Election
Questions & Answers 

1. What is the bond proposal?
In February 2015, the Anacortes School District will 
ask voters to approve an $87.9 million dollar capital 
facilities bond to address critical safety issues, failing 
mechanical systems, and inadequate learning spaces at 
Anacortes High School. The proposal includes 
replacing 60 percent of Anacortes High School, 
renovating 40 percent of the school, replacing roofs at 
Mount Erie and Fidalgo elementary schools and 
making safety upgrades at all elementary schools.  

2. Why do we need an improved high 
school?    
Anacortes High School was rated 51 out of a possible 
100 points in a recent facilities audit conducted by a 
third party. There are significant infrastructure issues 
including a failing roof, concrete walls with vertical 
cracks, and heat/air and plumbing systems that are 
past their serviceable life. In addition, the learning 
spaces are small and inadequate for today’s learning 
needs. Science labs have insufficient work stations and 
many Career and Technical (Vocational) Education 
classrooms were not built for the programs they 

currently house. The building has been pieced together and 
does not offer opportunities for flexibility or adaptability to 
accommodate small group instruction or personalized 
learning. Safety is another concern with dozens of entrances, 
poor sight lines, and science classrooms without safe, 
modern equipment. The committee considered a complete 
rebuild, but ultimately determined the most cost-effective 
decision was to rebuild the educational wing and to remodel 
Brodniak Auditorium and the gymnasium. 

3.  What was the process to develop the bond 
proposal? 
In January 2014, School Board President Jeannette Papada-
kis and Superintendent Mark Wenzel invited 32 communi-
ty members to serve on the district’s facilities committee. 
The individuals represented a wide cross-section of Ana-
cortes, including representatives from education (district 
staff), city government and the business community, as well 
as retirees, Anacortes High School alumni and civic leaders. 
The committee was tasked with developing a proposal that 
was common sense, cost effective and focused on learning.  

The committee met regularly over the course of eight 
months and was charged with reviewing the district-wide 
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Anacortes High School’s facility rated 51 out of a possible 100 in an 
audit conducted by a third-party. It needs the most urgent attention due 
to failing mechanical systems and structural issues and inadequate 
learning spaces. 
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audit findings, understanding 21st Century learning 
standards, touring facilities, examining needs across 
the district, reviewing potential costs and tax impli-
cations, examining community feedback, and devel-
oping a proposal for school board consideration. 

4. How did the community provide feedback 
on this proposal? 
In the summer of 2014, the facilities committee 
shared their preliminary findings with the commu-
nity. The district collected feedback from over 500 
community members and the committee carefully 
studied this feedback to develop the final proposal. 
Feedback was received through 17 focus groups, 
several civic presentations, brochures mailed to each 
household on Fidalgo Island, and an online survey 
that generated hundreds of responses. The result was 
a scaled-back proposal that addresses only the most 
critical needs. 

5. How did the committee take a 
cost-effective approach in developing a 
proposal? 
In crafting a  proposal that includes replacing 60 
percent and remodeling 40 percent of the high 
school, the committee aimed to save dollars by 
renovating where possible and replacing only what is 
urgently needed. It was determined that a retrofit of 

Brodniak and the gym would save taxpayers approxi-
mately $11 million, rather than building new structures. 
This took the project from close to $100 million to the 
current proposal of $87.9 million -- and helped support 
the committee’s goal of delivering a cost effective 
proposal and honored the community’s feedback to 
address the most critical needs. 

6. What will the renovation of the auditorium 
and gym entail? 
Brodniak Hall and the gymnasium will be renovated. 
Brodniak Hall  will require a seismic retrofit, new 
electrical and HVAC systems, lights, seats and improve-
ments to adjoining music rooms. The gymnasium will 
require seismic improvements, new electrical and 
HVAC systems, plumbing, fire protection upgrades, 
bleachers and functional locker rooms. 

7. Where will the new high school be built? 
The committee thoroughly examined several sites (three 
sites on the current property and one site near the 
middle school and Island View Elementary) and 
unanimously concluded that War Memorial Field, 
adjacent to the high school, provided the most cost 
effective, common sense solution. This site has a foot-
print big enough for the new construction, offers 
proximity to the gym and auditorium, and allows the 
ability to build without displacing students during 
construction. It also frees up space for much needed 
parking, bus loading/unloading and pedestrian access. 
Disadvantages for other sites included the need for new 
streets/utilities, soil conditions,  need for expensive 
reinforced foundation systems and retaining walls, and 
the distance from the auditorium and  gymnasium. 
(Please see the Facilities Report for full examination of 
sites reviewed.) 



8. What are the plans to address a new 
athletic field? 
With the decision to build on War Memorial Field, 
the committee acknowledged the importance of 
upgrading Rice Field, located below the school. The 
basic infrastructure of Rice Field will be improved to 
provide practice and playing fields that meet Wash-
ington Interscholastic Athletic Association (WIAA) 
standards for games and tournaments and American 
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements for accessibili-
ty and safety. Bleachers, lights, and restrooms are 
included in this proposal. A memorial to honor all 
veterans will be established at this new site. 

9.  What maintenance work has been done? 
How will this proposal save maintenance 
costs moving forward? 
The district  has  spent $1.2 million in eight years on 
preventative maintenance district-wide. The district 
spans 500,000 square feet, with three maintenance 
and 13 custodial staff. The goal has been to keep the 
building functional, while using taxpayer dollars 
prudently. A new building is expected to achieve 
significant cost savings through reduced mainte-
nance and energy efficiency. 

10. What’s the timeline for the project? 
Upon passage, a design process would start in 
spring/summer of 2015. The high school is expected 
to be completed by 2018.  

11. What is the cost to taxpayers? 
The proposal represents an increase of $0.58 per $1,000 
valuation for the overall school tax rate. The bond would 
increase taxes on a $300,000 home by about $174 per 
year, $232 per year for a 400,000 home, or $290 per year 
for a $500,000 home. 

12. If the bond passed, how would the overall 
school tax rate compare to our neighbors? 
Mount Vernon  $6.49
LaConner $5.66
Burlington $5.55
Conway $5.51
Sedro Woolley  $4.54
Anacortes  $3.11 projected

13. Is there tax relief for seniors or those on 
fixed incomes?
Yes. Washington State law provides property tax relief 
for seniors and disabled citizens with annual incomes of 
$35,000 or less. Please call the Skagit County Assessor’s 
Office at 360-336-9370  for more information. 

14. What is the requirement for this measure 
to pass? 
School bond elections requires a supermajority (60%) 
approval from voters to pass. 

15. Where can I find more information? 
The Anacortes School District website provides exten-
sive information related to this proposal, including a 
15-page report detailing the proposal and committee 
process: http://www.asd103.org/pages/Anacortes_-
School_District/Departments/Facilities
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