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Special Education: A Day in the  Life

Physical distancing allows 
more students in classrooms

The Anacortes School District 
continues to work through 
logistics to expand in-

person hours for students with 
the target for expanded in-person 
days and hours being early May. 

In early April, Governor Inslee 
announced that all Washington 
State schools can adopt the new 
federal CDC guidance released 
last week. All K-12 schools are re-
quired to follow the Washington 
State K-12 Guidance developed 
by DOH. This guidance includes 
revised 3-foot distancing between 
desks and continued 6-feet dur-
ing meals and common areas.

District teams are currently col-
laborating with employee labor 
groups to address the new guide-
lines. Once they have identified 
solutions for fully implement-
ing the Washington State K-12 
Guidance, Skagit County Public 
Health will review each detail. 

Classroom Space 
The changes to physical dis-

tancing will allow more students 
into classrooms. Even with a 
3-foot guidance, there are still 
space constraints, and teams are 
identifying various solutions to 
accommodate. 

District targets early 
May for expanded 
in-person learning

It starts at 4:30 a.m. And it ends 
sometime after dinner. A day 
in the life of the Anacortes 

School District special education 
team is a tightly woven network 
of support, teamwork, and love. 
It’s a dance choreographed with 
fluidity and surprise in mind. 
Despite the routines that drive 
schedules, no day is ever the 
same, and since the pandemic, 
even the support staff can change 
daily. 

There are 33 Life Skills stu-
dents in grades Pre-K-12 and 24 
students in the birth-3 pro-
grams (Pre-K programs support 
students who are 3-5 years of 
age). In addition, 12 students are 
served out of district in partner 
programs such as Salish Sea 
Deaf School, Discovery, ATTIC 
and INVEST, the two transition 
programs for students 18-21.

The district has 14 special 
education teachers, 13 special-
ists (occupation therapists [OT]/
physical therapists [PT]/speech 
language pathologists [SLP]/
school psychologists/teachers of 
visually impaired [TVI]), and 36 

paraprofessionals (paras) with 
an additional four para positions 
currently posted. 

The following captures a brief 
glimpse of how a few members 
(from Whitney, AMS and AHS) 
work in concert with the larger 
team. 

4:45 a.m. 
Maria Kilburn rises to start her 

day. She will start her first route 
by 6:45 a.m. picking up middle 
and high school Life Skills stu-
dents. 

“Driving the bus is something 
I really enjoy. Having great rela-
tionships and friendships with 
my students and the parents is 
very special,” Kilburn said. “Ev-
eryone knows who you are.”

7:30 a.m. 
Anacortes High School Special 

Education teacher April Lyons 
Dixon arrives at school, but she 
has already been up for hours. 

The quiet morning, when her 
busy family is still asleep, is the 
best time for her to plan lessons 
and make a schedule for her 
paraprofessionals, one that can 
change daily depending on the 
number of subs.

7:45 a.m. 
AMS and AHS Life Skills stu-

dents arrive, 15 minutes before 
the gen ed (general education) 
students.

Kilburn begins her elementary 
route, picking up students for 
Island View and Whitney Pre-K. 
This year her routes include a 
total 24 students.

Dixon and three of her para-
professionals welcome their 
students at the high school while  
Anacortes Middle School para 
Linda Earwood greets her stu-
dents at the bus (or from parents’ 
cars) and takes them to their 
classroom to start the morning 
routines.

Morning Learning: Health 
attestations are completed in 
the classrooms at both AMS and 
AHS.

AMS — Students wash hands 
and put away backpacks, find 
their desks and take out their 
planners. Then it’s off to P.E., ac-
companied by Earwood, where, 
if it’s available, even she can 
hop on a stationary bike. When 
possible, the older students 
join the gen ed PE class to play 
badminton or other games. Back 
in the classroom, other morning 

routines include calendar and 
handwriting. Earwood works 
one-on one, hand over hand, 
with a student to help with pencil 
grip.

AHS — Dixon, along with 
two paras and three one-on-one 
paras start the morning routine 
of watching a story and the news, 
and discussing this month’s 
theme: weather. Dixon incor-
porates it into reading, math, 
science, social studies and living 
skills. 

8:00 a.m.
Special Education preschool 

teacher Lora Billow, who has 
taught for 30 years, arrives at 
Whitney to complete paperwork, 
answer emails from parents and 
set up her classroom for the day. 
By law, districts must provide 
special services to ages birth to 3. 
Students in Billow’s class come 
from this program or have been 
screened by the SpEd team.

8:40 a.m.
Kilburn drops students at 

Island View and Whitney then re-
turns to the bus garage to prepare 
for her afternoon route.

Billow and her three parapro-
fessionals greet their preschool-
ers. It’s taken all year, but her 
students can now wash their 
hands, find their name tags and 
trace their names. Then it’s circle 

Superintendent Justin Irish meets with Dave Cram, Angie Miller, Ryan Pike, and other members of the district’s 
leadership team to work through various logistics. 

Island View 
Principal 
Brian 
Hanrahan 
measures 
desks in a 
classroom to 
accommodate 
the new 
3-foot 
distancing 
requirement.

Schedules 
Specific start and end times, 

daily, and weekly schedules 
will be released as the district 
works through logistics related 
to Washington State K-12 Guid-
ance, students’ instructional 
needs, students’ graduation 
pathways, transportation 
routes, staffing needs, and em-
ployee contracts. 

Lunch Schedules 
Because students need to re-

main six feet apart during meal 
times, various solutions have 
been discussed  to solve space 
constraints, including adding 
lunchtimes, spreading students 
out into hallways, and eating in 
classrooms and outside when 
possible. At the elementary 
level, supervision, cohorting 
students, and physical dis-
tancing at recess must also be 
considered.

Staffing Needs
Additional staff in all areas 

will be needed to address the 
above needs: paras, bus drivers, 
custodians, and subs. Positions 
are posted on the district web-
site: www.asd103.org.

Bus driver Maria Kilburn starts her route at 6:45 a.m. She enjoys the con-
nections she makes with students and families. 

Students share the best 
thing they've learned 

this year,  Page 6
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Shout Outs

thank you, dr. irish

I’d like to SHOUT OUT Dr. Irish 
for all his hard work this year. I 

truly appreciate everything he’s 
doing for our district. Thank you. 

- Christy Schneider, parent 

appreciation  
for subs

A Shout Out to substitute teach-
ers! They have been a key 

part of keeping our kids back in 
school during this transition time 
back to full time! 

- David Ross, parent 

front office  
rockstars 
I would like to give a shout 

out to the front office team at 
Mount Erie. Melissa Reeder, 
Anna Tesch, and Pam Roberts 
have done an amazing job at 
helping Mount Erie families 
navigate this challenging year. 
Melissa, Anna and Pam go above 
and beyond to make sure our 
students are cared for and have 
what they need to be successful 
at school. They truly make this a 
special place and I am grateful to 
have them on the team. 

- Kevin Schwartz, Principal, 
Mount Erie

I want to give a shout out to my 
co-worker and friend Monique 

Malamma. She has been the glue 
in the AHS main office during 
this pandemic. She has consis-
tently gone above and beyond to 
make sure the high school staff’s 
needs are met and I know they 
are very thankful for her! There’s 
so much that she does that goes 
unseen and she has kept us afloat 
through all of the changes this 
past year. She’s willing to help 
anyone at any time and does so 
with a cheerful spirit. Thank you 
Monique! I appreciate you! 

- Carey South,  
AHS administrative assistant

incredible teachers 
Thank you Patty Johnson 

for being the most amazing 
teaching partner for so many 
years. You are an incredible 
teacher, friend and all around 
positive influence for our Fidalgo 
School. Your laughter rings in the 
hallways and your contagious 
smile lights up our lives! 

- Kris Roney, teacher 

I would love to give a “shout 
out” to Mrs. Johnson for her 

commitment and positive exam-

ple of service to our children for 
40-plus years as an educator at 
Fidalgo Elementary. She has left 
a lasting impression on our chil-
dren through her knowledge and 
constant encouragement. Not one 
child has ever been unnoticed in 
Mrs. Johnson’s classroom. She 
not only takes pleasure in educat-
ing children, she has been known 
to deliver shoes, books, school 
supplies, backpacks, snacks, and 
countless necessities to every 
child in need. Thank you Mrs. 
Johnson! 

- Michelle Goodwin, teacher 

I’d like to give a shout out to 
Mrs. Kretchmer at Mount Erie. 

In a year where everything seems 
very new and uncertain, espe-
cially for our Kindergartner, she 
has managed to create the most 
positive, loving, and welcoming 
environment both online and at 
school.  I’m positive that our Kin-
dergartner loves school so much, 
largely because of her. He can’t 
wait to go to school everyday and 
comes home full of joy. Thank 
you Mrs K! 

- Amanda Raymor, parent 

I would like to give a shout 
out to AHS Biology teacher, 

Victor Garcia. My daughter has 
struggled a bit with the various 
learning transitions over the past 
year. She has communicated with 
me that Mr. Garcia is an excellent 
teacher and she feels she learns 
a lot in his class. He walks them 
through the material in an engag-
ing way and she appreciates this. 
She tells me he does this while 
battling health issues, which is 
even more impressive!

Thank you Mr. Garcia! 
- Valerie Lopez, parent 

I would like to send a shout out 
to Megan Anderson. She does 

so much for her students. She 
is constantly checking on them 
and sending emails to make sure 
that the students complete all 
their work. She emails even on 
weekends if necessary. I don’t 
think I know anyone as engaged 
with our kids as Mrs. Anderson. 
She does not stop encouraging 
my son. She is awesome! 

- Olivia Galindo-Sziebert, parent 

Monica Frost has been abso-
lutely amazing this school 

year in supporting our daughter 
Quinn in the ASD@Home pro-
gram. Without her we would not 
have been able to do it. She has 
been so helpful to myself as well. 
Monica is a great teacher and 

has done a fantastic job making 
it a fun year for her class on the 
zoom calls! Thank you so much 
for all of your hard work, sup-
port and help this year! We truly 
appreciate you! 

- Melissa Miller, parent

I would like to send a shout 
out to Marci Fankhauser. She 

is such a positive force, always 
smiling, always cheerful, and she 
makes special efforts to recognize 
students’ good work, which is 
not only great for her students, 
but also makes their parents’ day. 
I can only imagine how challeng-
ing teaching PE remotely must 
have been first semester, and I 
thank her for her dedication! 

- Kim Dotzauer, teacher 

thank you, asf 
treasurer

A huge thank-you to Gary 
Miller who served as treasur-

er of the Anacortes Schools Foun-
dation for the past seven years. 
During that time, Gary went 
above and beyond, keeping the 
books and volunteering for every 
ASF event. Gary was especially 
involved in the ASF Scholarship 
Program, so it is especially fitting 
that there will be a Gary Miller 

Scholarship awarded June 1 this 
year. Thank you Gary for your 
years of service as treasurer and 
for your continued service on the 
ASF Board! 

- Your Fellow ASF Board Members

thank you,  
broadcast club!
Shout out for Jim Thompson 

and the Broadcast Club. 
With limited spectators and no 
away fans allowed at sporting 
events it was great to have such 
quality live streaming of two of 
our matches. The two student 
commentators, Michael Hanra-
han and Cooper Nichols were 
fabulous and entertaining. The 
camera crew was amazing using 
instant replays and the quality of 
video was excellent.  

- Kelsey Swapp,  
Head Volleyball Coach, AHS

student  
appreciation

My Shout Out is to AHS 
student Katlyn Bruland 

because she helps me in math 
sometimes and her great bas-
ketball playing wows me. She’s 
been so kind to me for as long as 
I can remember and she puts a 

lot of effort into her schoolwork, 
and she’s a good friend. Thank 
you, Katlyn. 

- Khadija Haidara, AHS student

love for “i love  
to read” month

I want to give a shout out to 
everyone who helped make I 

Love to Read Month at Island 
View spectacular this year. Thank 
you to the teachers who encour-
aged their students to partici-
pate, the district staff who were 
our guest readers, Ms. Hannah 
Davis and Heidi Williamson 
who developed the mystery clues 
all month, the ISV PTA for their 
enthusiasm, the City of Anacortes 
for allowing us to make the forest 
part of the fun, and especially 
Mr. Hanrahan for his support 
throughout the month. Of course 
the biggest cheers goes out to the 
students who built and shared 
their love of reading all month. 

- Kimberly Munoz, parent 

support for special 
education staff 
I would like to give a shout out 

to Abigail “Abby” Murdock. 
Abby came into the position 
of Special education teacher in 
the Resource room at Mt. Erie 
Elementary School mid year. She 
has been beyond amazing in ev-
erything she does. She is a great 
communicator and established 
rapport with students and staff 
quickly. She’s flexible, positive 
and always lovely. We were so 
fortunate to snap up this new 
grad mid-year and I think people 
would be surprised to know she 
just graduated with her degree 
because she approaches her work 
and people in a way that shows 
years of experience.  Welcome to 
the Mustang Corral, Abby; we 
are so happy you are here! 

- Miranda Blake, 
Speech Language Pathologist 

I would like to give a shout out 
to the Special Ed teachers at 

Island View, Whitney and the 
middle school. Since I began 
driving a SPED bus this year, 
I truly have new appreciation 
for the teachers and staff. I have 
never seen more dedicated, kind, 
caring and compassionate teach-
ers as the ones that  work with 
the special needs students daily. I 
appreciate your professionalism, 
cheerfulness, and helpfulness  as 
you meet the students every day! 
You are truly an amazing group! 

- Sheri Solwold, bus driver 

Mt. Erie Elementary assistants Melissa Reeder, Pam Roberts, and Anna Tesch received high praise from Principal Kevin Schwartz for everything they do to keep the school running smoothly. 

AHS biology teacher Victor Garcia received kudos for his support of his 
students.
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Reflecting on one challenging year in the ASD

District teachers tackle new curricula
Illustrative Mathematics, EL Education in use at various levels districtwide

Dr. Justin Irish
Superintendent

Would you rather babysit 
and get five dollars for 
the first hour but eight 

dollars an hour for each addition-
al hour or get 15 dollars for the 
first hour and then six for every 
hour thereafter? 

Middle school math teacher 
Molly Huggins said it’s not so 
much about her 7th and 8th 

grade 
students 
getting 
the right 
answer as 
it is about 
them con-
necting to 
the ideas 
and being 
able to ex-
plain the 
concepts 
by bring-
ing their 
own expe-

riences to the rationale. Problems 
like this lead to discussions that 
move students to a deeper under-
standing.

“It’s like a dream for me to see 
them teaching each other and 
learning from the conversations,” 
Huggins said.

It’s part of a new math cur-
riculum, Illustrative Mathematics 
(IM), that was implemented by 

6-8 teachers this year as an initial 
phase of the district curriculum 
adoption process. 

Director of Teaching and 
Learning Angie Miller said the 
adoption team chose IM because 
it prioritizes access for all and 
supports good instruction. 

“It not only aligns with Com-
mon Core, but it encourages and 
supports the kind of teaching and 
learning we want,” Miller said.

IM has built-in instruction 
routines, supports and scaffold-
ing for struggling students and 
EL learners, and extensions for 
students who need additional 
challenges.

For Huggins, the extensions 
are a nice tool, but it’s really up to 
the teacher knowing the math.

“A good teacher will be able 
to push those students by asking 
questions, not to go faster, but 
to go deeper and to get a fuller 
understanding,” Huggins said.

IM is not the only curricu-
lum adopted this year. All K-5 
teachers participated in the new 
literacy curriculum (EL Educa-
tion) initial training with a year 
zero implementation cycle. This 
means that teachers can take their 
time getting to know the mod-
ules, or units, of the curriculum 
this year without the pressure of 
a prescribed pacing guide.

Again, the adoption team was 
very intentional in its search, 
choosing a knowledge-building 
curriculum in which students 
are immersed in a topic and can 
build vocabulary and writing 
around that topic. They are read-
ing texts that stretch their learn-
ing with intentional integration 
of science and social studies.

Rich in engaging reading mate-
rial, EL combines complex litera-
ture with non-fiction texts. The 
blend helps students dive deeper 
into comprehension because they 
are learning vocabulary that they 
can build upon for years to come.

Fifth-grade teacher Dawn 
Uroff loves that her students are 
making connections to real life 
events on their own.

“It’s happening so organically 
because of their deep under-
standing,” Uroff said.

In the fifth-grade module, 
Human Rights, for example, 
students read Esperanza Rising 

by Pam Munoz Ryan (a book 
typically taught in middle or 
high school) alongside the inter-
national document The Universal 
Declaration of Rights, which was 
adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly.

Uroff said her students were 
so swept up in the story, albeit a 
complex one, that they were able 
to decode the dense declaration 
document. Trying to teach it as 
a separate piece in a stand alone 
social studies lesson would be 
nowhere near as successful, said 
Uroff.

At the kindergarten level, EL 
doesn’t look much different. Kin-
dergarten teacher Julie Riccardi 
loves the knowledge building 
aspect of it because it gives all 
students equal access. She uses 
read alouds two or three grade 
levels above a kindergarten read-
ing level to explore themes. Then 
the class goes back to discuss vo-
cabulary and to think about the 

story more deeply, often connect-
ing it to science or social studies.

For example, in the weather 
module, Riccardi used two non-
fiction texts that build vocabulary 
and knowledge. Then students 
make anchor charts to depict 
visually and in words various 
vocabulary around, say, tempera-
ture or wind.

Riccardi also read multiple 
fiction stories, all with weather as 
a major part of the plot, incorpo-
rating movement with difficult 
words, such as “parched” or 
“listless.”

“The students comprehend 
and are engaged. And now, they 
will be much more equipped to 
master reading later on in their 
intermediate grades because they 
have that foundational base,” 
Riccardi said.

The next step in the EL adop-
tion process is another round of 
teacher training in August for all 
K-5 teachers with 2021-22 being 
year one of implementation. This 
will entail a more specific pac-
ing guide and implementation 
monitoring.

On the math side in 2021-22, all 
teachers will participate in initial 
training with a focus on deepen-
ing the grades 6-8 implementa-
tion and the initial implementa-
tion at the 9-12 level.

The month of 
May marks 
my first an-

niversary moving 
to Anacortes. On 
July 1st, I officially 
started serving 
as your superin-
tendent. Despite 
the challenges our 
community has 
faced, I have seen 
Anacortes flourish, 
and, as a result, 

schools thrive. None of this would be 

possible without a strong team.
 A dynamic team of students, families, 

community, and staff makes an effec-
tive school district. Like legs on a table, 
if one partnership fails, then the entire 
organization collapses. During this chal-
lenging year, each group has played a 
vital role in ensuring success. Even more, 
each group continues to push for greater 
outcomes. Expectations are high and, for 
this, I am grateful. 

 Throughout each step in our eventual 
“return to normal,” this team focuses on 
solutions. Students continue to adapt 
to new ways of learning and socializ-

ing. They provide formal and informal 
feedback for how we, as a school system, 
can better meet their needs. Families are 
involved, eager to assist by remaining 
flexible, encouraging students to persist, 
fostering student learning at home, and 
cheering encouragement. There contin-
ues to be organized support from com-
munity leaders and service clubs, dona-
tions to the Anacortes Schools Founda-
tion, intentional networked partnerships 
to fill gaps in services, and consistent 
assistance from Skagit County Public 
Health and Island Hospital. Staff are 
learning new ways to engage students 

socially, emotionally, and academically. 
They are navigating safety and health 
protocols, revised schedules, and shifts 
in workload – all the while motivating 
each other and students as we adjust to 
new circumstances. 

 Living in Anacortes and serving along-
side our students, families, community, 
and staff is a blessing. I cannot imagine 
going through these challenges with any 
other team of people. Thank you for your 
dedication, your high expectations, your 
creativity, and your flexibility. We are a 
strong team because of you, and we will 
get through this next hurdle together. 

time for counting, letters and practicing 
social skills.

In a non-pandemic year, this would be 
the time where Dixon and staff load the 
high school students into a van to visit 
Safeway or Sebo’s. Here they learn where 
items are located and how to make and 
follow a shopping list.

10:30 a.m. — Lunch
AHS — Dixon and her team take turns 

helping students in the cafeteria and eat-
ing their own lunches. Before Covid, stu-
dents would work the coffee cart, taking 
orders from high school staff. While they 
still do some cooking in the classroom to 
learn to follow a recipe and basic measur-
ing skills, it’s become more limited.

AMS — Earwood helps students wash 
up. Today, and one other day of the week, 
the kids are in the cafeteria. Two days a 
week, they eat in the classroom. Earwood 
helps students open packaging or cut up 
their sandwiches.

Whitney — Billow has finished up 
some Dr. Seuss art with the students and 
they are ready for a snack. They practice 
handwashing and toileting, then it’s time 
for outside play until pick up.

Billow and staff clean the room and 
re-set for their afternoon class. She says the 
most rewarding part of the job is watch-
ing her kids progress, with even the tiniest 
step being a huge deal.

1:00 p.m
Kilburn makes her second elementary 

run, picking up the afternoon cohort stu-

dents and dropping them off at Whitney 
and Island View.

Dixon’s students watch the latest epi-
sode of AHS Live The Rock, the school’s 
weekly news program, and then discuss 
their curriculum newspaper. With help 
from a paras, a few students do a load of 
laundry (PE jerseys).

Earwood takes one student out to ride 
the tricycle through the middle school 
hallways. It’s a calming mechanism after 
some overstimulation. McChesney calls 
one student at a time over to the kitchen 
to work on cooking and science skills. Stu-
dents pack up to head to the high school 
for choir. Sometimes they take a bus. 
Today they walk. There are always paras 
with them.

Earwood has known many of these kids 
since they were in kindergarten. In her 20 
years with the district, she has worked in 
every building and in all the special educa-
tion programs, including Secret Harbor 
and the EBD program formerly housed at 
Fidalgo. 

“I know these kids and their quirks. 
And they know me. They’re a part of me,” 
she said.

2:35 p.m. 
Dixon helps students pack up and walks 

them out to their bus or cars. She must 
stay until they are safely in the vehicle.

2:45 p.m. 
Dixon checks emails, communicates 

with parents, works on IEP’s(Individual 
Education Plan) and progress reports then 
heads to a team meeting.

Earwood walks her students to their bus 
and heads back to the middle school to 
clean the room and prepare for tomorrow.

3:30 p.m.
Billow sees her afternoon cohort safely 

on their bus and returns to the classroom 
to clean up and work on lessons.

After school into evening:
Dixon and Billow meet with their 

respective building teams to discuss indi-
vidual student plans. The teams include 
the building PT, OT, SLP, administrator 
and the gen ed teacher (at the high school 
level). Most days,they continue into the 
evening, returning phone calls and emails 
and preparing lesson plans.

Wednesdays:
Most Wednesdays include IEP meetings 

or IEP paperwork for Billow and Dixon 
(and all other SpEd teachers). These are 
required annually by law, but progress 
on individual goals is checked through-
out the year. Every student has his/her 
own IEP with set goals (PT, OT, SLP), and 
sometimes behavioral plans that must be 
assessed by the team. 

Life Skills classes have met in-person 
since September. Teachers, paraprofession-
als, custodians, bus drivers, nurses and 
administrators worked hard to make this 
happen and parents are grateful.

Christina Coffey’s seventh grade 
daughter has had nothing but great 
experiences with everyone involved, Cof-
fey said. “They’ve all been wonderfully 
supportive.”

SPECIAL EDUCATION
FROM PAGE 1

Paraprofessional Linda Earwood works with AMS student Angel Castro. Working in multiple 
buildings and grades over 20 years with the district, Earwood has the opportunity to watch 
students grow up. 

 “It’s like a dream for me to see them 
teaching each other and learning 

from the conversations.” 
— Molly Huggins

AMS math teacher 
Molly Huggins
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High school sports seasons have been 
postponed, moved, and switched 
many times this year. Washington In-

terscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) in 
concert with local athletic directors and state 
health officials, finally landed on a schedule 
that allowed sports from all three seasons to 
practice and compete within a shortened time 
period. 

Now in Phase 3, WIAA is allowing athletes 
in low and moderate risk sports to be mask-
less during competition. All AHS spring 
sports fall into those two categories. In addi-
tion, schools can seat up to 400 spectators or 
50% capacity, whichever is lower. This does 
not include athletes, coaches and staff. Our 
conference is also allowing visitors to attend, 
with all spectators having to attest upon 
entry. Masks and social distancing are still 
required.

This issue will highlight athletes from 
fall sports and preview half of spring sports 
athletes. The remaining spring sports will be 
featured with winter sports in the June Pride.

Fall athlete highlights
Girls Swim and Dive — Teja Rasmussen

In only her second year of diving, senior Teja 
Rasmussen learned some important lessons 

from the very individual sport. When all eyes 
are on you, she said, your body has to be 
stronger than your mind. You have to over-
come any mistakes and get out of your head. 
Rasmussen admitted that this season was less 
stressful without opponents physically there, 
but it also meant that she and her teammates 
couldn’t learn from watching other skilled 
divers. Her most challenging dive is a 104C-
front double,which she just learned this year, 
but she said her favorite dive is the front 1 ½ 
pike. Next year Rasmussen will study abroad 
in Italy and down under with the VERTO 
program. She will then transfer to University 
of Hawaii as a sophomore. 

Girls Soccer — Sammy Dziminowicz

Sammy Dziminowicz has been playing soc-
cer since she was five years old. Now you 

will find her most comfortable as the team’s 
center back or sometimes center forward. 
Running, breathing and trying to commu-
nicate while wearing a mask was a huge 
challenge this year, but she figured out what 
types were best for breathing and hearing 
her teammates. As a shyer person, soccer has 
demanded Sammy become more vocal. You 
have to communicate with the other players, 
and it’s given me a confidence I didn’t have, 
she said. The best part of the season was how 
deeply the team bonded. “The time away re-
ally made us appreciate each other.”

Girls Volleyball — Joey Keltner

Having only one week of preseason 
before their first match was the start of 

many challenges this year for Joey Keltner, 
the team’s middle/outside hitter. The team 
had to practice in pods up until the day be-
fore that match. She said she is very proud of 
how quickly her team jumped into the sea-
son, learning  to communicate while wearing 
masks and overcoming the difficulties of a 
Covid sports season. Kelnter mostly learned 
to appreciate the meaningful relationships 
that are created on and off the court. After 
spending so much time at home, these will 
not be taken for granted. Next fall, Keltner, 
who has played volleyball her whole life, 
heads to Massachusetts to study and play 
volleyball for Gordon College.

Cross Country — Lily Carter

This was Lily’s first year with the team, 
and while she felt inexperienced, she was 

also right at home because of her years on the 
track and field team. She loved the coaches 
and teammates, so she decided to switch 
from soccer to xc her senior year. And she 
is so glad. “I just love the fun family atmo-
sphere.” The shorter season made it hard to 
see improvement in her running times, and 
getting into a competitive groove was also a 
challenge. And like most athletes, trying to 
get air while wearing a mask was a distrac-
tion on her runs. But it was worth it to spend 
the season running with her cross family. Lily 
will head to Bellingham in the fall to study at 
Western Washington University.

Football — Gaige Berow

Gaige Berow returned to football his senior 
year after taking last year off. He says 

he’s most grateful for the team chemistry 

Highlights and previews...

Aaliyah Hargrove, Aileen Kim Camryn Kerr Shelly Evans, Naomi Woods

Mason Weaver, Braden Thomas, Jake Schuh

Blake Martens, Ryan Horr, Michael Hanrahan

Alizee Hargrove
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...from a strange sports year
as he was supported and welcomed back 
with open arms. Gaige, who has 11 years of 
football under his belt, has played QB, wide 
receiver and center on offense and linebacker 
and safety on defense.  He says, “Football has 
taught me how to adjust on the fly and to try 
to make the best out of every situation.” The 
senior will continue completing his Associ-
ates degree at Skagit and then take some time 
to travel before hopefully attending Colorado 
State the following year. 

Fall Cheer — Macy Mong

One of the best things about cheer, says
Macy Mong, is learning about the sports 

for which she’s cheering. While this is her 
first year cheering football, she cheered 
basketball last year and plans to do it again 
this year. The 12-year veteran dancer finds a 
welcome novelty in cheerleading because it’s 
with fellow students, not always the case in 
dance. The squad wasn’t even sure they’d get 
to cheer at all due to their head coach being 
out on sick leave. Practices were mostly team-
led which was challenging but worth it when 
they finally were able to step onto the track 
at football games. Macy is looking forward to 
learning new routines and getting ready for 
basketball season where she hopes the drum-
line will be able to be a part of the games.

Spring Athletes Preview
Track and Field — Amy Aggergaard 

Running fast and jumping high are Amy
Aggergaard’s strengths as she competes 

in both the track and the field events for her 
team. Originally a short distance (100 and 
200) sprinter, Aggergaard has settled into
her favorite distance of 400, which is also her
most challenging event. “In the moment, you
feel like you’re going to die, especially the
last 100, but when it’s over, it feels great.” The
senior has been competing in track and field 
since first grade and loves high jump for the 
casual, fun aspect. She also enjoys relays be-
cause “knowing that other people are relying
on me, makes me more motivated.” Agger-
gard recently committed to Northern Arizona
University where she plans on studying
English and possibly creative writing.

Girls Tennis — Sydney Long 

Sydney Long was three years old the first
time she held a racket, and she’s been 

playing tennis off and on ever since. This 
year, the senior is first singles but admits 
anything can change because in tennis, posi-
tions move up and down in a ladder system. 
She also loves that tennis is a lifelong sport 
that you can play with anyone or even by 
yourself. Long is grateful for this shortened 
season after not having one last spring. “I’m 
trying to enjoy every moment a lot more 
than I have in the past.” She’ll take her 
racket with her in the fall to University of 
Georgia, where she plans to continue play-
ing in intramural tennis. 

Boys Golf — Brendan Hodgson 

Brendan Hodgson intentionally entered
this season with no specific goals. Having 

golfed since he was twelve, he chose to set 
aside the competitive part of the game this 
year and focus on having fun, not stressing 
out. And it’s working. Golf can be mentally 
challenging because “it’s a sport where you 
can have a really low score one day, but the 
next day could be disastrous. Sometimes it’s 
a struggle to stay committed.”  Hodgson will 
be studying engineering at the University 
of Washington next fall, an area of interest 
that was borne out of an increase in reading 
during Covid. He came upon a book about 
space flight rockets that led to more reading 
and ended up steering him into his decision 
to pursue engineering.

Boys Soccer — Connor Barton 

When asked how long he has played
soccer, Connor Barton replied, “All 

my life.” The junior who plays center back 
is excited about the season, even though 
there will not be postseason play. The team 
is quite young, so Barton’s hopes are to 
build chemistry among the players and to 
simply have fun at every practice and game, 
especially with the seniors. He admits that 
the team is very competitive, so naturally 
winning games is also a goal. “Soccer has 
taught me the value of working together.” 
Barton credits his family for helping him get 
through this past year. They gave each other 
the motivation to keep going.

Persephone Pestar

Alyssa Kiser

Logan Hilyer

Sarah Weisz
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Riley Pirkle
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What's the best thing you've learned this year?
Ashley Becerra-Guzman 
5th grade, Island View 
Elementary

I feel like fifth grade has been 
special because I have two re-

ally nice teachers and they each 
taught me something new. Mr. 
Fountain taught me decimals, 
which I’ve been wanting to learn 
for a long 
time, 
and Mrs. 
O’Donnell 
taught me 
cursive. 
I have 
always 
wanted 
to know 
how to 
write in 
cursive. 
It’s hard 
and takes 
practice, but it’s worth it. Even 
though I didn’t mind doing 
school at home, being in person 
is so much easier. I’m learning 
better, and it’s special because I 
can see my friends.

Norma Black
4th grade, Fidalgo Elementary

The good thing about being at 
home more is that I have time 

to do schoolwork and more time 
to ride bikes. But I am glad we 
get to be in school with friends 
and that the teachers can help 
us in person. The best thing I’ve 
learned this year has got to be 
fractions and multiplying them. 
It was hard at first, but now that 

I have it down, it’s fun. I still like 
read-
ing, too, 
especially 
reading 
about 
animals. 
Right now 
I’m learn-
ing about 
stingrays 
because 
we’re 
going to 
Califor-
nia this summer, so I thought it 
would be a good animal to read 
about. 

Dylan Martin
7th grade, Anacortes  
Middle School

Personally, the best thing I’ve 
learned this year is to cherish 

my friends and family and to 
love them more. I’m blessed that 
I have a 
house and 
a mask to 
keep me 
safe. I’m 
lucky that 
I have 
dogs to 
keep me 
company. 
I have 
Blaze, a 
golden 
retriever 
and my new service dog, Rocky, 
who is six months old. But I’ve 
also learned more math this year, 
including decimals and division. 

I really just appreciate that we’re 
in school with more instruction 
and less Zoom.

Torben Sommers
2nd grade, Mt. Erie Elementary

Definitely fossils and pale-
ontology. I didn’t know 

anything about it until my whole 
class started studying it for a 
month. What I like about pale-
ontology 
is finding 
things 
and mak-
ing new 
discover-
ies. We 
studied 
a few 
famous 
paleontol-
ogists and 
learned 
how 
fossils are made.I actually have 
some fossils of shells in a big 
rock. And I’ve already planned 
for my future going into paleon-
tology when I grow up. I have 
chisels, and a hammer and even 
a pick axe. 

EmmaLee Grove
10th grade, Cap Sante  
High School

I’ve learned a lot this year both 
about myself and where I fit 

in in the bigger picture. I’ve 
learned to express myself more 
to communicate what I need. 
Probably most important is that 
I’ve learned how I learn best. 

This has helped me not only in 
school but outside of school as 
well. I am more confident in be-
ing who 
I am and 
not being 
put into a 
one-size-
fits-all 
box. The 
atmo-
sphere of 
Cap has 
helped; 
it’s small-
er, less 
intimidat-
ing and the whole feel is just one 
of closeness. The teachers know 
who you are and that helps with 
learning.

Cooper Stearns
3rd grade, ASD@Home

I was amazed when I learned 
just how long humans have 

been around. They found bones 
from 
8000 BC 
at the 
Marmes 
Rock-
shelter. 
That’s 
incred-
ible, and 
probably 
the best 
thing 
I’ve 
learned 
this year. But then there’s long 
division, which is pretty fun. The 
thing I like about math is seeing 

how to put together a problem 
and learning the different ways 
of solving things. I also learned 
that school is easier when there 
aren’t so many students in the 
room, so your teacher can pay 
attention to you and help you. 
We turned our downstairs into a 
mini-school, and I meet with my 
pod of six friends. This has been 
working out great.

Kenzie Blouin
11th grade, Anacortes  
High School

I learned that I actually prefer 
online learning to in-person. 

My academics really excelled 
during Covid, and I think it’s be-
cause I have more time to study. 
I just wasn’t as stressed out as I 
was when 
we were 
in school 
full-time. 
I’ve also 
grown as 
a person. 
In the 
beginning, 
it was so 
hard be-
ing away 
from my 
friends, 
stuck at home with my family. 
But then I realized how nice it 
was that I was bonding with 
my family. And you learn who 
your real friends are, too. I have 
friends who checked in on me 
during quarantine and stuck by 
me even when we couldn’t meet 
in person. That means a lot.

Despite the empty build-
ing the first half of the 
year, Anacortes Middle 

School kept more than 100 
students engaged through a 
variety of clubs, many of which 
have been meeting via Zoom 
since September. Most clubs 
average 15 to 20 members.

Dean of Students Chad Sage 
said the clubs have helped 
students build friendships with 
their peers. Sage co-advises the 
mountain bike club with Princi-
pal Patrick Harrington.

“It gives us an opportunity 

to build positive relationships 
with students while sharing a 
common interest and passion,” 
Sage said.

The club, which welcomes 
riders of all levels, has members 
ranging from no experience to 
riders with six years under their 
belts. Zoom meetings include 
videos of “sweet mountain 
biking” to motivate riders and 
basic biking fundamentals, such 
as ABC quick check( air, brakes, 
chain and crank). Soon, the goal 
is to actually get out into the 
ACFL and utilize the vast web 

of trails.
Seventh grader Sophia Kuhn-

lein started the writing club 
last month because she loves 
sharing her writing and getting 
feedback. Her love of writing 
started in fourth grade and has 
only grown. Participating in 
Young Authors in elementary 
school fueled her passion, her 
favorite genre being fantasy.

“I love the freedom I have to 
write whatever I want,” Kuhn-
lein said. 

Members of the writing club 
meet weekly on Zoom to work 

on individual stories, share 
feedback and do fun writing 
activities. Kuhnlein is looking 
forward to in person meetings 
and hopefully inviting some 
published authors to attend as 
guest speakers.

Every Tuesday afternoon, 
students can meet with lo-
cal artist and art club advisor 
Kate Clark to create art, learn 
techniques and art history, and 
share their work. Recently, 
members learned all about color 
(hue, shade, analogous, comple-
mentary) and then shared their 
experimentations with color.

Addy Rabbe joined the club 
to improve as an artist.

“I wanted to learn different 
techniques and new ways to 
draw,” Rabbe said.

Fellow members Allison 
Lehman simply loves the free 
time to draw and the sharing of 
each others’ works. She hopes 
the club can host an art show of 
its own or possibly visit some 
galleries in the future and bring 
in local artists.

At the beginning of every 
GSA (Gay Straight Alliance) 
club meeting, students share 
their highs and lows. The club, 
like its name implies, is for any 
student wishing to be an ally. 
Members, advisors and guest 
speakers share their experiences 
in a safe place. Here’s what 
a few students, who wish to 
remain anonymous, had to say 
about the GSA:

“My favorite thing about 
the club is that I’ve always felt 
welcome. We can be who we are 
without judgement.”

“It’s a relief to be able to talk 
about my low points and my 
good times and to have others 
understand both.”

“I love how we talk about 
life, and I’m not worried about 
anyone’s reactions.”

“I have difficulty talking 
about LGBTQ, so this is a place 
where I feel safe doing so.”

Advisors Molly Huggins, 
Molly Robbins, and Tasha Kirby 
are keen to make sure everyone 
who wants to be, is heard. Last 
month, Linden Jordan from 
Skagit PFLAG visited the club 
to speak about how to come out 
to your parents and Robbins 
showed tips on how to be an 
ally. This month, students from 
the UW gay fraternity joined 
the meeting to share their expe-
riences.

Huggins said the club’s work 
is evident in her classes as she 
sees GSA and non-GSA students 
openly sharing and discussing.

“It’s such an honor to hear 
the supportive and open con-
versations going on,” she said. 
“They inspire me everyday.”

Cooper Stearns

EmmaLee Grove

Ashley  
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Norma Black
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Dylan Martin

Kenzie Blouin

AMS clubs keep kids engaged

More than 100 kids belong to clubs schoolwide

AMS student Sophia Kuhnlein started the writing club to share her love of writing and offer an opportunity for 
students to get feedback. 



What would learning 
look like if, instead of 
reading about an event 

in a chapter of a history book, a 
student could choose her own 
event and dig into it from dif-
ferent angles?

“When you get to pick some-
thing you enjoy or are curious 
about, you learn so much more. 
You go deeper and get truly 
immersed and well-versed in 
the knowledge,” said regional 
National History Day (NHD) 
champion Logan Horr.

In February, Anacortes Mid-
dle School students took part in 
the NHD regional competition, 
hosted in Anacortes for the 
fourth year, although virtually 
this year. Eighth grader Horr, 
along with 21 other students 
advanced to the state competi-
tion.

Students in Sam Guzik’s 
and Molly Robbins’ classes 
participated in NHD as a class 
assignment , which took several 
months. Choosing to enter the 
competition, however, was 
optional, and every student 
who competed advanced to the 
state level. 

“We’ve never had this level 
of success before, and it’s a 
huge accomplishment,” Guzik 
said.

NHD is well-known for 
inspiring students to learn 
about history by going deeper, 

not wider. This year’s theme, 
“Communication in History: 
The Key to Understanding,” 
was unique, Robbins said.

“My students chose to take 
it in all sorts of different and 
fascinating directions, and I’m 
thrilled that so many chose to 
compete and that they feel such 
pride in their work,” she said.

Horr won first place for his 
paper “The Rise and Fall of the 
Electrical Telegraph: The Inven-
tion that Made Information 
Instantaneous.”

He loves American history 
and was particularly interested 
in westward expansion but 
admits he had no idea of the 
impact the telegraph had in 
connecting our vast land mass 
until he started digging into the 
Library of Congress.

This was also the third NHD 

competition for eighth grader 
Morgan Dickison, who took 
third place with her individual 
performance: “The Ultra Girls-
-the Impact on WWII and 
Today.” She always loved the 
performance category, which 
requires script-writing, char-
acter development, and acting 
in addition to the depth of 
research.

“When you connect with the 
characters, real life people in 
this case, and become them, 
you remember the information 
so much better,” Dickison said. 
“I’ll never forget this period in 
our history.”

Performing virtually with 
no audience wasn’t ideal, but 
Dickison managed to change in 
and out of costume and charac-
ter to portray her three char-
acters: Helen Andrews, Olive 

Bailey and a news reporter.
For sixth grader Fiona Lippe, 

making a documentary was 
the natural choice because 
she knew she wanted to do 
something she’d never tried 
before. This meant not only 
researching primary sources 
in the National Archives, but 
also learning video editing and 
storytelling. Her first place 
documentary “The Women 
Codebreakers” highlights the 
deep secrecy of the project 
which involved thousands of 
women.

“I felt like I really accom-
plished something big. I 
worked so hard, and I’m actu-
ally really proud,” Lippe said.

Guzik is proud, too. It was an 
arduous process to do such an 
in-depth project during Covid 
and online learning, he said.

Next month, junior Lucy 
Shainin will represent Wash-
ington State in the National 

Poetry Out Loud competition. Typi-
cally held each year in Washington 
D.C., this year’s event will be vir-
tual. The 55 finalists from around 
the nation, including Washington 
D.C., Guam, United States Virgin 
Islands, Puerto Rico and American 
Samoa, submitted video recordings 
of their recitations last month.

Shainin’s poems include “Hope 
is the Thing With Feathers” by Em-

ily Dickinson, “Fairytale With Lar-
yngitis and Letter of Resignation” 
by Jehanne Dubrow, and “Ameri-
can Solitude” by Grace Schulman. 

Shainin was surprised when her 
state win was announced as the 
livestream showed her regional 
entry, not her improved state entry. 
She later found out that technical 
difficulties caused the switch, but 
that the judges had indeed seen her 
edited videos. 

Judges with expert knowledge 
in poetry, performance and liter-

ary arts will review and score the 
entries and announce the nine 
students who will advance to the 
finals. Recitations are evaluated 
on physical presence, voice and 
articulation, dramatic appropriate-
ness, evidence of understanding 
and overall performance.

The semifinal live stream will be 
broadcast May 3 with the final com-
petition and live announcement of 
the national winner on May 27. To 
watch the live events, visit www. 
arts.gov/poetry-out-loud.

FBLA members advancing to state
Eight Anacortes club members competing in late April

“I’m super proud of these kids who stuck it 
out, even in this remote environment where 

it’s so hard to be engaged. They showed up, on 
Zoom, to our virtual meetings after already 

being on screen all day in school.”
— Matt Wallis, FBLA Advisor

Ayden SwainSkyler Whisler

Anacortes students advance in History Day competition
Twenty-two middle schoolers heading to state

Shainin heading to virtual Poetry Out Loud nationals
Recitations to include poems by Dickinson, Dubrow, Schulman

The NHD state competition 
takes place this week. Final-

ists will compete in June at the 
University of Maryland. Here are 
the rankings from the regional 
National History Day competi-

tion. All of the following students 
are competing at state:

Junior Group Documentary
3rd place: Emily McGaha, 

Sophia Kuhnlein, 
Kierstan Dotzauer

2nd place: Joseph Parsons, 
Gynne Letcher, Tyler Horton

1st place: Jack Letcher, Bryson 
Davis, Aeden Peterson

Junior Group Exhibit
3rd place: Kellen Harris, 

William Prewitt
2nd place: Larkin Salzer, 

Jago Woodards

Junior Group Performance
1st place: Mara Wolfswinkel,
Sidra Memish, Mailee Hilburn

Junior Individual Documentary
1st place: Fiona Lippe

Junior Individual Performance
3rd place: Morgan Dickison
2nd place: Amelia Zustiak

Junior Paper
3rd place: Colton Hong
2nd place: Sylvia Ellis
1st place: Logan Horr

Logan Horr Fiona Lippe

Lucy Shainin

Morgan Dickison
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Eight members of the Future Business 
Leaders of America club (FBLA) ad-
vanced to the state level, which will 

take place later this month. The regional 
competition, which typically includes a 
written test portion and an interactive 
role-play portion, was limited to an online 
test this year. 

To prepare, students took practice tests, 
or quizlets, sometimes twice daily. 

Junior Skyler Whisler joined the club 
this year because she is interested in 
studying business in college and thought 
it would be fun. She ended up taking 
third in Marketing and in Sports and 
Entertainment Management and fifth in 
Advertising.

“Finding time to study with my heavy 
course load was probably the biggest chal-
lenge,” Whisler said.  “The virtual meet-
ings made getting feedback from other 
students and our teacher harder, too.”

Students who want to compete choose 
their own categories and then prepare 
during the club’s weekly meetings. The 
interactive roleplay, which will be a part 
of the state competition in some catego-
ries, gives students a prompt to which 
they must react. For example, in Market-
ing, a student might be given a scenario 
of a failing business and would need to 

come up with a 
plan to save the 
company or at 
least keep it finan-
cially stable.

Senior Ayden 
Swain has been in 
FBLA all four years 
of high school and 
has competed for 
the last three, tak-
ing first place in 
Help Desk every 
year at Regionals. 
This year, he also took first in Computer 
Problem Solving and third in Cyber 
Security, a category that requires stu-

dents to help keep 
company informa-
tion secure and 
to ensure proper 
protections are in 
place to prevent 
security threats.

He says FBLA 
has taught him to 
be better organized 
and to act more 
professionally, 
something he can 
use both in and out 
of the classroom.

Sophomore Josh Smith agrees. He 
placed first in both Marketing and En-

trepreneurship and second in Personal 
Finance. 

“FBLA has forced me to learn things 
I’ve always been interested in but would 
not have taken the time to do on my 
own,” Smith said.

The State Business Leadership Confer-
ence (SBLC) is the culminating competi-
tion for FBLA and will take place via a 
Live Zoom April 21-24. The following 
students advanced to SBLC:

• Ayden Swain: 1st Computer Prob-
lem Solving, 1st Help Desk, 3rd Cyber 
Security

• Joshua Smith: 1st Entrepreneurship, 
1st Marketing, 2nd Personal Finance

• Skyler Whisler: 3rd Marketing, 3rd, 
Sports and Entertainment Management 
5th Advertising

• Elle Carlson: 4th Sports and Enter-
tainment Management,  5th Personal 
Finance, 

• Madison DeBruler: 4th Organization-
al Leadership, 5th Marketing

• Rowan Tull: 4th Journalism, 5th Intro 
to Public Speaking

• Persephone Pestar: 7th Business Cal-
culations, 8th Intro to Financial Math

• Severa Kulenkamp: 7th  Intro to 
Financial Math,  9th Business Calculations

spotlight
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Magician reflects on ASD education
Elliott Hunter remains in touch with past teachers

“I saw my first magic show at the 
Anacortes Public Library in first 
grade, and I immediately ran to 

the magic section and checked out 
all the books.” 

— Elliott Hunter
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Elliott Hunter (Hofferth), AHS 
class of 2016, started doing magic 
when he was seven years old and 
hasn’t stopped. He is both a full-
time student and a full-time ma-
gician. This June he will graduate 
from Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo in 
manufacturing engineering but 
says magic is something that will 
always be with him.

Q: When did you first become 
interested in magic?

A: I saw my first magic show 
at the Anacortes Public Library in 
first grade, and I immediately ran 
to the magic section and checked 
out all the books. That same 
summer I saw another magician 
at Brodniak, and I started putting 
together my own show, which I 
performed for my parents and 
any friends who dropped by. My 
first public show was in Mrs. 
Bowen’s fourth grade class and 
then later at the Fidalgo talent 
show.

Q: Where are some of the 
places you’ve performed?

A: Before graduating high 
school, I had done shows at the 
senior center and ACT. I’d also 
opened for some shows in Vegas. 
Then after graduation, I moved 

to California and really started 
performing. I did over 300 main-
stage shows at the Magic Castle 
and several nightclubs in Vegas. 
In 2019, I was the U.S. representa-
tive for the International Brother-
hood of Magicians.

Q: How did you get the 
mainstage gigs?

A: You have to audition to be a 
member of the Magic Castle. And 
then it’s a matter of performing 
over and over until the entertain-

ment management notices you. 
We call it the Hamburg principle. 
The Beatles performed over and 
over in nightclubs until they 
were finally noticed in Hamburg, 
Germany.

Q: What’s the most challenging 
part of creating a show?

A: It’s actually an arduous 
process that starts with strategi-
cally structuring the flow and 
developing the story. My objec-
tive is always to make people 

happy and to share something 
special. Adding a new trick to a 
show can be tedious because you 
have to work it in to make sure 
it fits. Then it’s just performing it 
repeatedly. I always have a “first 
audience”. This used to be my 
parents, and now I have mentors 
from all over the world who give 
me feedback.

Q: What teachers were most 
memorable during your years in 
Anacortes?

A: I am still in touch with most 
of my elementary teachers: Patty 
Johnson, Terri Sommers, Bev 
Bowen. And I probably wouldn’t 
be an engineer if it weren’t for 
Val Boyce. Scott Burnett also had 
a real positive influence on me.

Q: What advice would you 
give to students trying to pursue 
their dreams or who might be 
disheartened by obstacles along 
the way?

A: There’s no substitute for 
hard work. Before Covid, when I 
was traveling, I’d do school dur-
ing the week, and then home-
work backstage at my weekend 
shows. I’d study in my hotel 
rooms before and after and even 
on the plane. I got really good 
at functioning on four hours of 
sleep. There’s no magic pill. It 
takes dedication. You are the only 
one who can define what success 
means and who can execute it. So 
whatever is going to make you 
happy and fulfilled is where you 
need to put your energy.

District closing remote learning 
option for next school year 

The district will be closing its ASD@home 
program for the 2021-22 school year. 

In addition to the hybrid model, ASD@
home is a learning option that supports 
students and families this year in response 
to coronavirus pandemic. This learning op-
tion has been a fully remote program that 
allowed students to engage in their learning 
off-campus. A recent survey of families and 
community members showed a high prefer-
ence for a return to in-person school (98 
percent of respondents). In comparison, 10 
percent of respondents expressed interest in 
a long-term, online type program. 

“We know that this full-time remote 
program provided families a much-needed 
option during the pandemic,” said Super-
intendent Justin Irish. “However, based on 
the cost of the program, responses from the 
survey, and feedback gathered throughout 
the year, we have decided not to offer the 
program moving forward.” 

The district will continue to explore cost-
effective options for families who prefer to 
keep their students in a remote-learning 
program. Current ASD@Home principal 
Ryan Pike will move back to his previous 
district assessment director position, and 
will oversee research, evaluation, and as-
sessment for the district. 

Daniel Williams named  
as next AHS principal 

Daniel Williams will take the helm at 
Anacortes High School as principal ef-

fective July 1, 2021. Williams most recently 
served as assistant principal at New Visions 
Charter High School for the Humanities in 
Queens, N.Y.

The district conducted a nation-wide 
search that resulted in a very highly 

qualified pool of candidates. The interview 
process engaged multiple stakeholders 
including staff, students, parents, and other 
district administrators. 

On a recent visit to Anacortes, Williams 
met with staff and students, and toured the 
high school campus. 

Williams will lead a staff of approximate-
ly 80 certificated and classified employees 
and a student body of approximately 
700 students. The high school has been 
recognized in the past for its high gradua-
tion rates, and achievement of students in 
academics, arts, and extracurricular activi-
ties. The principal serves on the District’s 
Leadership Team and helps guide the 
district’s focus on equitable outcomes for all 
students, as well as the academic, extra-
curricular, and social-emotional learning 
programs at the high school. 

Month of the Military Child 2021

April is designated as Month of the 
Military Child – a time to honor 

the sacrifices made by military families 
worldwide, with an emphasis on the 
experience of the dependent children of 
military members serving at home and 
overseas. 

The district is invested in supporting 
our military students and families. We 
partner with leadership at NAS Whidbey 
to support our military families in the fol-
lowing ways: 

•  Moving to a new school
•  Support during deployment 
•  Special Education and 504 process
•  Support for special needs children 
•  Student help w/post-secondary 

plans
If you need support, please reach out to 

our Inclusive Services Department, (360) 
503-1218, or contact Patrigna Murphy, 
Military Liaison with Naval Air Station 

Whidbey Island, (360) 257-6863, whidbey.
slo@navylifepnw.com, patrigna.murphy@
navy.mil. 

School Board resumes  
in-person meetings

The Anacortes School Board began hold-
ing its meetings in person in March due 

to changes in the state’s Open Public Meet-
ings Act (OPMA). 

The new restrictions require, in part, that 
districts limit capacity to 25 percent of the 
meeting space and also continue to provide 
a virtual attendance option. 

The school board will hold its meetings, 
both study sessions and evening busi-
ness meetings, in Brodniak Auditorium at 
Anacortes High School (1600 20th Street) 
to allow for social distancing. Capacity of 
Brodniak at 25 percent is 175 people. In-
person attendees must fill out a registration 
form to assist with contact tracing. Attend-
ees are encouraged to do so in advance, via 
the school board’s website: https://board.
asd103.org/home

“With our students and staff back in our 
buildings, we are so excited to also be able 
to meet in person,” said Board President 
Bobbilyn Hogge. “We are glad that the state 
amended their restrictions in the OPMA, 
and look forward to meeting with the ap-
propriate safety measures in place.” 

All in-person attendees must wear face 
masks, socially distance from anyone not in 
their household, and attest that they do not 
currently have any of the symptoms associ-
ated with COVID-19. Meetings will also be 
accessible via zoom. The public comment 
period will be accessible both in person and 
via zoom. Links can be found on individual 
meetings agendas on the board’s website: 
https://board.asd103.org/home

Questions? Contact Torhil Ramsay, (360) 
503-1211 or tramsay@asd103.org

AHS alumnus and magician Elliott Hunter performs magic throughout 
the US and internationally. 

A note on masks: Every-
one in these photographs 

was masked except during 
a very short period of time 

while their photo was taken. 
Our photographer was 

masked and distanced. Face 
masks are required on all 

ASD property. 

The Anacortes Schools Foundation (ASF) 
drives resources to help all students 
achieve the promise of their potential. 

Since its founding in 1984, ASF has provided 
a way for parents, community members and 
local businesses to invest in scholarships 
and educational enrichment for students 
in the Anacortes School District. Thanks to 
the incredible support of our community, 
ASF is able to provide exceptional oppor-
tunities district-wide that ignite learning, 

improve educational outcomes and prepare 
all students to be confident, competent and 
engaged citizens. ASF is a nonprofit 501(c)
(3) organization that is proud to play a vital 
role in helping students succeed at every 
level. ASF has a robust scholarship program 
and on June 1, 2021, will award more than 
$300,000 in scholarships to AHS seniors and 
current college students. Throughout the 
school year, ASF funds programs at all grade 
levels in all schools in the district, support-

ing a wide variety of educational experienc-
es from kindergarten through high school, 
building academic foundations and enrich-
ing the lives of more than 2,500 students.

ASF needs your help to continue doing 
this important work! Donate to ASF before 
June 1, 2021 and your gift could double 
thanks to a match provided by the Barrett 
Financial Community Caring Project. To 
make a gift or for more information visit 
www.asfkids.org.

ASF Supports Scholarships, STEM, Mental Health and More!
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