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It took middle and high school 
band teacher Chris Dyel four 
years to make it to All-State 

Band as a high school saxophon-
ist. Each year, he would practice 
diligently, but somehow would 
not make the cut. Finally, in his 
senior year, he was selected.

“I still remember each of the 
pieces. I remember the conduc-
tor, and I’m still in contact with 
many of the people I met there,” 
he said. 

“Every single year, I played 
my absolute best. I always im-
proved from the previous year. 
By senior year, I knew what I 
had to do, and I worked so hard 
that I made it impossible to not 
be chosen.” 

Record numbers 
Dyel now uses that lesson 

when teaching, and it’s paying 
off. A record 14 students made 
all-state band this year.  

19 earn All-State music honors

A record number of Anacortes musicians ‘made it to State!’ They will be 
traveling to Yakima this month to perform at All-State Band and Choir. 
Pictured from left to right, Row 1: Maya Marshall, Abi Goodwin, Emilie 
Shjarback, Cali Swain; Row 2: Jayden Zaharris, Natalie Blanchard, Jenny 
Hanson, Anna Prewitt, Mica Gold; Row 3: Geoffrey Hamilton, Garrett 
Kennedy, Marcus Stables, Noah Kim; Row 4: Geoffrey Dylan, Jacob Cole-
man, Perry Cemore, Isaac Briefer and Amy Chookiatsirichai. Not pictured: 
Persephone Pestar and Elie Vorel.

Anacortes High School senior Grayson Eaton takes the ball to the hoop during 
the first home game in the new high school gymnasium last December. Eaton 

and his teammates defeated Cedarcrest 56-54 to open a new era of Seahawks bas-
ketball. The gym renovation included mechanical and electrical systems, heating, 
bleachers, locker rooms, backboards and lighting. 

The newest wing of Anacortes 
High School is open for business, 
as the district gained occupancy 

of the final phase of construction on 
February 3. The “west” building totals 
79,000 square feet – 54,000 square feet 
of modernization in the gym, physi-
cal education spaces and theater, and 
25,000 square feet of new construction 
with music rooms and career and tech-
nical education spaces. 

Excitement and curiosity filled the 
halls on opening day as students not 
even enrolled in drama or media classes 
peeked into Brodniak and the digital 
media classroom to get a glimpse of the 
highly anticipated spaces.

Senior Geoffrey Hamilton takes jazz 
choir and concert choir. He is thrilled to 
have a dedicated space where students 
can make real music again. Choir, band 
and CTE classes had been housed at 
the middle school during construction. 

“The potential of this space is amaz-
ing,” he said, referring to the large 
room, with windows and practice 
rooms. 

Next door in the digital media 
room, junior Amy Aggergaard, vid-
eographer and reporter for the Rock, 
is excited to be able to produce the 
school’s weekly news show in a real 
production room, not the hallway that’s 
been a makeshift set for the past three 
semesters.

“The difference is remarkable and 
a huge step from recording in a small 
closet,” she said.

Aggergaard says her classmates all 
had a similar reaction, thinking how 
much more they’ll be able to do in 
the future with the new studios and 
accessories.

“It’s so nice to see, even in a small 
2A high school that students’ passions 
outside basic English and math are be-
ing acknowledged,” she said. “All the 
new facilities are amazing and worth 
the long wait.”

Final wing 
of new high 
school opens

‘celebrating construction’

pages 5 - 8

Senior Geoffrey Dylan returns 
for a second time this year as part 
of All-State Symphony Orchestra, 
the highest group at the event. To 
prepare, he did what every musi-
cian should do, he said.

“I practiced every day. I’d play 
my audition material until I had 
it down to the best of my ability.” 

All-state audition material 
comes out in May for both choir 
and band students. They have 
until October to rehearse and 
prepare an audio recording 
with six to eight required tracks. 
Once selected, they then have to 
prepare the pieces that will be 
performed at the annual confer-
ence of the Washington Music 
Educators Association in Yakima 
in February. 
Learning experience 

Selected students work 
with conductors from around 
the country, masters in their 

fields, said choir teacher Carole 
Leander, who had five students 
qualify for the elite honor.  

“Even students who aren’t 
selected grow immensely from 
the audition process. They learn 
to assess their own performance 
and to really listen to their own 
voice,” she said.

This year’s participants will 
be joined by the AHS Jazz Choir, 
which was chosen last year to 
perform as a demonstration 
group.

All-State Band
• Elie Vorel – 8th grade,  
euphonium
• Isaac Briefer – 9th grade, 
clarinet
• Mica Gold – 9th grade, clarinet
• Abi Goodwin – 9th grade, 
clarinet
• Persephone Pestar – 9th grade, 
flute
• Jacob Coleman – 10th grade, 
alto saxophone
• Marcus Stables – 11th grade, 
bass clarinet
• Emilie Shjarback – 11th grade, 
trombone
• Garrett Kennedy – 12th grade, 
flute
• Anna Prewitt – 12th grade, 
clarinet

• Amy Chookiatsirichai – 12th 
grade, clarinet
• Noah Kim – 12th grade,  
bass clarinet
• Perry Cemore – 12th grade, 
bassoon
• Geoffrey Dylan – 12th grade, 
trombone

All-State Choir
• Geoffrey Hamilton – 12th 
grade, All-State Jazz

• Cali Swain – 12th grade,  
All-State Jazz
• Jenny Hanson – 12th grade, 
All-State Treble Choir
• Maya Marshall –10th grade, 
All-State Treble Choir
• Jayden Zaharris – 11th grade,
All-State Treble Choir
• Natalie Blanchard – 12th 
grade, All-State Treble Choir
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Shout outs
SMILE ON HER FACE 

Whitney School was blessed when 
Andrea Frost, school secretary, 

came to work with us last spring. She 
arrives with a smile on her face, and the 
smile is still there at the end of the day.  

Andrea is efficient, kind, and helpful 
way beyond her job description. I am so 
thankful that she is part of our Whitney 
family.

Pat Knoch, Whitney Custodian

OUTSTANDING ADVISOR

A huge thank you to Blythe Bassart, the Anacortes Key 
Club faculty advisor. Every day, Mrs. Bassart goes 

above and beyond to brighten each club member’s ex-
perience. She has been with the Key Club for over a year 
now, recently being awarded the Outstanding Faculty 
Advisor Award at a district convention. She has dedicat-
ed a tremendous amount of time, effort and spirit to the 
club that has impacted the Anacortes community greatly. 
The love and support she has poured into the Anacortes 
Key Club will be forever cherished and never forgotten. 

Lauren Markovich, Key Club president 
& lieutenant governor-elect  

APPRECIATING FRONT OFFICE STAFF

Huge thank you to the hardworking front office staff 
at Mt. Erie Elementary. Stephanie Cherberg and 

Melissa Reeder have kept things running smoothly 
day after day and always with an upbeat attitude. Our 
family is greeted with warm smiles, up-to-date infor-
mation, and prompt communication from these rock 
star staff members. We will miss Ms. Cherberg and 
appreciate all her dedication over the years. When we 
moved back to Anacortes this past spring, she took 
special time and energy to make sure we were settling 
in. That means a lot to a military family. Thank you 
both for your kindness and support.  

The Armas Family 

SCIENCE LEADER

Fidalgo teacher Tony Davidson is an amazing col-
league, science teacher and team leader! He is dedicat-

ed to his students, super organized and amazing at what 
he does. His excellent ideas invigorate our whole science 
department, and the elementary science team would be 
lost without him! 

Kelly Cox, Mt. Erie science teacher

PATIENT AND KIND BUS DRIVER

Sheri Solwold is a fellow bus driver and has one of 
the most difficult routes. She responds to difficult 

situations with a calm, loving voice and settles students 
down. She is always so patient and makes everyone 
feel special. She is one of the kindest people I know. She 
deserves so much more than a shout out. 

Angela Lack, bus driver

BRIGHT LIGHT

Mrs.Ubungen is so nice and helpful with anything I 
need. I’d like to thank her for lighting up my day 

every time I see her. 
Aaliyah Hargrove, AHS freshman

GREAT INSTRUCTOR

Shout out to Val Boyce! He is not only 
a great instructor for the kids, he is 

helpful keeping them on track person-
ally. He has been a great asset in our 
family, and we are so thankful to have 
him! 

Mary LaFleur, AHS parent

FUN P.E. TEACHER

I like P.E. because Miss Swanson is 
really fun. We play line games in the 

gym and run around to get hot. We 
go outside and play tag and have fun. 
That’s what we do. Thank you, Miss 
Swanson!

Paxton Gentry, Island View kindergartener 

GREAT SUPPORT

Bob Knorr goes out of his way to help others. We’re 
thankful for his support in advocating for quality 

equipment and excellent warranties. Bob has gone be-
yond the call of duty in helping with equipment deliv-
eries, equipment installation, and opening gymnasium 
doors among a plethora of other tasks. Last Monday, 
we returned to work to find that Bob had painted our 
old rusted ball cart. It was a pleasant surprise to have 
the ball cart look great in our new remodeled gym. 
Thank you, Bob. 

Marci Fankhauser and Scott Dickison, 
AHS physical education teachers

EXCELLENT MENTAL HEALTH TEAM 

Our school counselor, Ian Mayer and mental health 
therapists Amanda Patricco and Leah Grupp-

Williams are all critical members of our educational 
team. They provide valuable assistance to students and 
families every day by helping them with social and 
personal development through individual, group and 
family support. They help our students develop organi-
zation, time management and effective study habits to 
be successful. They provide strategies for teachers and 
parents to help all of our students succeed. There isn’t a 
day in our school year where their support isn’t essen-
tial to the success of our students. I am grateful for their 
commitment to our students and our school.  

Kevin Schwartz, Mt Erie Principal 

CARD GAMES

On top of her endless regular duties, Mt. Erie librar-
ian Nancy White also shares her love of card games 

with students of all ages several times a week during their 
lunch break. Kids are drawn to her because they can tell 
she truly enjoys spending time with them. Thank you, 
Nancy, for being available to the students of Mt Erie! 

Julie VanQuickenborne 

LOCAL PARTNERS HELP BOWLING

As the Anacortes High School girls bowling coach, I 
would like to give a shout out to San Juan Lanes 

for giving us the opportunity to practice and host meets 
for the team. I would also like to give a shout out to 
T-Shirts by Design for their amazing customer service 
and ease of ordering uniforms each year. 

Teresa Syms, AHS bowling coach

THOUGHTFUL OUTREACH

We have a new baby, and our awe-
some bus driver, Sue Skorjanc, 

reached out to let us know there had 
been a few kids that had gotten sick on 
the bus. She wanted to prevent our fam-
ily and newborn from getting sick. We 
appreciate her thoughtfulness in look-
ing out for our family. We love Ms. Sue! 

Melanie Fuller, parent

Amy Ubungen, who teaches Spanish and the college-prep 
AVID class, received a shout out from AHS freshman Aaliyah 
Hargrove for her kindness.

Andrea Frost

Maria Swanson

Sue Skorjanc

In February 2020, the school board partners with the community to select the next superintendent 
of Anacortes School District. The successful candidate will replace Mark Wenzel, who moves  

to Singapore this summer to become superintendent of an international school. Staff, student,  
parent and community feedback is an important part of the process.

Superintendent selection process 

School board members Jennie Beltramini, Marilyn Hanes-
worth, Erin Rieger, Bobbilyn Hogge and Matt Cutter partner 
with students, staff, parents and community this month in 
selecting a new superintendent. 

Stakeholder feedback 
Students, parents, staff and 

community participate in 
surveys and/or focus groups 
to discuss desired superin-

tendent attributes, November 
2019-February 2020

List of attributes 
Board works with consultants 
to finalize “look fors” in super-

intendent candidates.

Semi-finalist interviews 
Candidates present February 22, 2020 during the day in the 

AHS library (public welcome to attend and give written feed-
back). Board selects three finalists in executive session.

Finalist interviews 
Each of three candidates will spend a day in the district – 

February 25, 26 and 27 – visiting schools, interviewing with the 
board, meeting community and staff. Evening presentations 
take place at 6:30 p.m. in the AHS library. Public is encouraged 

to attend to provide written feedback.

Selection 
After final background checks, the board will meet in ex-

ecutive session February 28 to review feedback and discuss 
finalists. A contract, to start July 1, 2020, is scheduled to be 

approved in an open public meeting.

Pool of qualified candidates 
Consultants present all applications to the board for con-
sideration. The board selects six semi-finalists on February 
12, 2020 for interviews, taking into consideration the list of 

attributes from stakeholders.

Val Boyce
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District Equity Forum: 
March 5, 6-7:30 pm, AHS Library,  

to review draft equity policy

Our district vision 
states: “Anacortes 
students rise to 

their fullest potential, 
embrace the future, and 
make a difference.” 

Let’s break it down. 

Rise to fullest poten-
tial: Achieve more than 
you thought possible; 
have people who believe 

in you; have access and opportunity no 
matter who you are; develop strong think-
ing, communication and interpersonal skills 
through targeted instruction; the ability to 
present the best version of yourself to the 
world

Embrace the future: Be optimistic; have 
hope; believe that life is an exciting ad-
venture; understand that there are many 
possibilities and pathways in life; connect 
present-day work to future goals 

Make a difference: Feel as though you 
have something to offer the world – in 
small and large ways; understand that the 
world needs difference-makers to solve 
complex problems; believe in the impor-
tance of civic engagement to move a com-
munity forward

The 25 percent 
As we’ve reflected on our vision the last 

several years, we’ve asked ourselves: “Is it 
true for all students?” 

Traditionally, 75 percent of students in 
our district do quite well. They meet stan-
dard on rigorous state assessments, they 
have positive relationships at school, and 
they develop a clear roadmap for life after 
high school that advances their learning. 

But about 25 percent of our students do 
not do as well. They struggle to meet state 
standards, they often feel marginalized or 
disconnected, and they frequently leave 
school without a clear vision for the future. 

If we believe in our district vision, we 
need to address this. 

A focus on all students is captured in our 
strategic plan. When a group of community 

members and staff assembled four years 
ago to start drafting a vision for the plan, 
the conversation quickly turned to the 25 
percent who are not successful. In exam-
ining the data, the committee and school 
board saw trends. 

The 25 percent consisted of a dispropor-
tionate number of students of color, stu-
dents whose families had less income and 
students with disabilities. These character-
istics tended to be predictive of a student’s 
success in our schools. 

While many of the 25 percent still made it 
through high school – our graduation rate 
stands at 90 percent – they weren’t thriving. 

The committee, in turn, prioritized 
“equity” as a pillar in the strategic plan. We 
landed on a definition of equity, borrowed 
from the National Equity Project, as “each 
child receiving what they need to develop 
to their full academic and social potential.” 

District actions
Thinking about equity is not unique 

to Anacortes – this is an important focus 
across the state and nation. And schools 
take varying entry points into this work. 

In Anacortes, we set goals this year to 
develop an equity policy with the school 
board and to engage in a year-long learn-
ing project with staff. The policy sets the 
stage for what we believe about equity as a 
district and specific steps we commit to take 
to support all students. Families and com-
munity members will have an opportunity 
in March to provide feedback on the draft 
policy online or in a community meeting. 

Staff learning centers on understanding 
our gaps, reflecting on our implicit bias, 
and examining teaching practice. We’re 
thinking of equity through both a personal 
and organizational lens.  

Important questions 
Through this learning, we are asking 

questions such as: 
Do all students have access and opportu-

nity in our schools? Why or why not? 
What negative stereotypes pervade the 

learning environment in our schools? 
How do teacher expectations impact 

learning for our students? 
How does our own identity shape the 

way we see the world and, in turn, lead to 
biases we may not be aware of?  

Why do some students feel they do not 
belong at school? 

How do we allocate resources to make 
the shift from “most” to “all” students 
reaching their potential? 

As part of this work, I have met with 
students to get their perspective on these 
issues – and they have been forthcoming 
in sharing insights with me. In turn, I have 
shared their feedback with staff. Students 
acknowledge that this is an important 
focus.   

Good to great
Fifteen years ago, author Jim Collins 

wrote a book called Good to Great in which 
he established, among other things, that 
great companies become so by rejecting 
complacency. Anacortes is good – we lead 
the region in many important indicators 
including test results, community support 
for ballot measures and post-secondary 
success. We could become complacent with 
our success. 

But we must not. 
Tackling these issues of equity will make 

us great. Doing this challenging work ex-
tremely well will set Anacortes apart in the 
state. Our kids deserve nothing less.

Speaker Sean Goode engages students during a workshop on January 17. 
He challenged students to reframe ‘problems’ into ‘possibilities.’ 

About 80 middle and high 
school students gathered 
on January 17, a non-

school day, to hear Sean Goode 
tell his story. Goode, the execu-
tive director of Choose 180, was 
a guest speaker as part of last 
month’s professional learning 
day focused on how to create 
success for all students. 

Choose 180 is a program 
developed by King County’s 
prosecuting attorney that seeks 
to give juveniles alternatives to 
jail. The main premise: promote 
grace over guilt. Ninety percent 
of young people who go through 
the program do not repeat of-
fenses because they are being 
held accountable for who they 
can possibly be, not for what 
they did.

A message of potential
Goode started the day with 

a one-hour staff presentation, 
followed by a workshop with 
students. He shared with staff 
rough childhood experiences 
and the moment when one per-
son saw potential in him, chang-
ing the course of his life. 

“Behavior does not equal the 
child, but we often equate the 
two,” said Goode. “Add implicit 
bias, and the notion of ‘potential’ 
decreases even more.”

When we lean into problems, 
and not potential, we see only 
problems and get mired down 

by trying to fix them, he said.
There doesn’t even need to be 

a problem to do equity work. 
There just needs to be the desire 
to get to that potential – in every 
student – in as many places as 
possible. The library, the cafete-
ria, the hallways, he said. 

Goode carried this theme 
into his work with students 
by asking them to share some 
problems they see in their own 
school.

After listing several issues, 
students, in groups, were tasked 
with writing a story about how 
the problem could be a possibil-
ity. Solving the problem, Goode 
warned, is not seeing potential. 
It’s focusing on the problem.

One group grappling with the 
problem of gender fluidity wrote 
a fairytale-like story about a stu-
dent who feared they wouldn’t 
be accepted at school, but on the 
first day was welcomed with 
open minds and hearts by teach-
ers and fellow classmates.

“It was really hard to come up 
with potential. Every time we 
tried to write something, it was 
always a solution to the prob-
lem,” one student expressed at 
the end of the exercise.

This is exactly why equity 
work is important, said Goode. 
We all have potential – a story 
with a happy ending. Some of us 
just need a little more support to 
help change our narrative.

Speaker Sean Goode challenges staff and students

‘We must turn problems to potential’
IN BRIEF

What we mean by all students rising to their fullest potential

Symphony visit
Last month, all Anacortes 

fifth grade students were 
treated to a performance 
of the Skagit Symphony at 
McIntyre Hall. The annual 
event hosts 26 public, private 
and home schools from all 
over Skagit County, with 
all expenses, including bus 
transportation and facility 
rental, covered by Skagit 
Symphony. For many, it’s 
their first experience hearing 
a live orchestra perform. This 
year’s theme was “Flight – 
Lifting Up.” 

After learning about the 
four sections of the orchestra, 
students heard a demonstra-
tion from each instrument 
via recognizable pop culture 
songs, including “Baby 
Shark.” Once initiated, 
students were then encour-
aged to sit back and listen 
for “flight themes” in pieces 
from Wagner’s Ride of the 
Valkyries, Beethoven’s 6th 
Symphony and Stravinsky’s 
Firebird Suite.

Island View Principal Bri-
an Hanrahan looks forward 
to this field trip every year.

“The students dress up, 
they get to experience theatre 
etiquette, and they are very 
engaged as they learn about 
both the instruments and the 
composers,” he said. “It’s a 
big deal.” 

National History Day
Since the fall, roughly 430 

middle school students have 
been preparing projects for 
National History Day. This 
year’s theme, Breaking Bar-
riers, has been particularly 
challenging because barriers, 
not necessarily always physi-
cal, can be difficult to define, 
says sixth grade teacher Sam 
Guzik. It’s been interesting 
watching students struggle 
to identify the barrier of their 
topics, he says.

In its third year at the 
middle school, National 
History Day involves four 
or more months of deep 
research, the final projects of 
which culminate in public 
competitions at the local, 
regional and eventually 
national level. Students can 
choose to work individually 
or in small groups in one of 
the following categories: per-
formance, exhibit, documen-
tary, website and paper.

The inquiry-based project 
demands that students 
research questions, examine 
a multitude of primary and 
secondary sources, conduct 
interviews, and create some-
thing powerful that docu-
ments all their research. 

“The time we spend forces 
students to go beyond the 
surface and develop a deep 
understanding of the topic,” 
said Guzik. “It’s also public, 
so students want to create 
quality work. I love how 
these projects resonate with 
the community as well.”

Students have been work-
ing closely with Anacortes 
Museum, Anacortes Public 
Library, the American As-
sociation of University of 
Women and other commu-
nity members. 

In February, all students 
will participate in a school 
showcase, followed by the 
regional competition March 7 
at Anacortes Middle School. 

Local residents interested 
in judging at the regional 
competition can contact 
Randy Schnabel at  
randyschnabel@mac.com 

Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent
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IN BRIEF

Doug and Becky Craig have been volunteering in Ana-
cortes schools since the 1970s. A favorite activity is help-
ing students create special Mother’s or Father’s Day gifts 
and holiday crafts.

For more than four decades, Doug 
and Becky Craig have been vol-
unteering in Anacortes Schools. 

They started in the late ’70s when 
their own children attended Fidalgo 
Elementary. In addition to helping at 
the annual Halloween Carnival, the 
couple assisted teachers with class-
room activities, reading groups and 
craft activities.

The last 13 years have been spent 
at Island View Elementary where 
granddaughters Mercede and Savan-
nah attended. The fact the Mercede is 
now a senior in high school does not 
mean the volunteer work ends for the 
Craigs.

The Craigs have spent most of their 
years in third grade teacher Sharon 
Dale’s classroom helping students cre-
ate special Mother’s or Father’s Day 
gifts and holiday crafts.

“We love watching the kids do 
crafts. It’s something they might not 
get to do at home, and at the end, they 
get to take something home… to keep 
for themselves or to give away as a 
present,” said Becky. “We’ll keep com-
ing back as long as they’ll have us.”

Teacher Sharon Dale is grateful for 
not only their countless hours, but for 
their supplies. Becky and Craig bring 
all their own materials to share.

“I love seeing them roll their arts 
and crafts supplies into the room; 
the students get to be super creative. 
When I think about the time, energy 
and storage of all the stuff, I’m so 
thankful they’re here. It’s a gift to me, 
too,” said Dale.

Becky Craig’s favorite craft is the 
teasel project. She and Doug head out 
each fall to harvest the teasels for the 
spring Mother’s Day craft. And while 
most of the volunteering happens at 
the elementary level, they haven’t 
completely forgotten the older kids. 
In December, the Craigs donated 
supplies for the high school library to 
build a gingerbread house. 

Third grader Savannah Doane 
enjoys doing the craft projects with the 
Craigs because it helps her stay calm. 
Classmate Paige Williamson appreci-
ates the couple’s generosity.

“They’re so friendly. And they bring 
all these fun supplies… just for us. It’s 
very special,” said Williamson.

FTC Robotics 
Anacortes’ combined high 

school and upper middle 
school First Tech Challenge 
(FTC) robotics team for the 
2019-2020 SKYSTONE season 
participated in the FTC State 
Championship in Kent January 
26 at the ShoWare Center. The 
team earned the spot for the 
second year in a row, having 
won two awards at the Inter 
League level. Team members 
include: Kaitlin McLauglin, 
Running Start senior; se-
nior Geoffrey Dylan; senior 
Liam Jenkins; freshman Caiden 
Arnold; homeschool student 
Ethan Evans; sophomore Riley 
King; eighth grader Anthony 
Zumpano; freshman McKernan 
Boland; and freshman Reagan 
Smith. Mark Jenkins is program 
director. 

Solo & Ensemble Festival
Anacortes High School 

students competed well in the 
regional high school Solo & 
Ensemble festival on January 
25 at Sehome High School in 
Bellingham. Awards went to: 
Garrett Kennedy, first place 
flute solo; Mica Gold, first place 
clarinet solo; Geoffrey Dylan, 
first place trombone solo; Isaac 
Briefer, second place clarinet 
solo; Marcus Stables, second 
place bass clarinet solo; Geof-
frey Dylan, Emilie Shjarback, 
Matthew Lujan and Henry 
Ermi, second place small brass 
ensemble; Kaylee Rudge, 
second place, snare drum solo; 
Dominic Ermi, third place 
guitar solo; Max Hanesworth, 
baritone (vocal). 

New board member
Jennie Beltramini was 

elected to the Board of Direc-
tors in November. The 19-year 
veteran teacher is currently a 
mathematics specialist for the 
national non-profit Student 
Achievement Partners where 
she works to impact outcomes 
for K-12 students with a focus 
on students who face barriers 
of racism or poverty.

Beltramini taught at Mt. Erie 
Elemen-
tary for 10 
years before 
transitioning 
to her role 
as a math 
specialist and 
says being 
on the board 
gives her the 
chance to 
contribute in 
a new capac-

ity, bringing her expertise as an 
educator to the group. 

Her own education includes 
a bachelor’s from Washington 
State University; master’s from 
Leslie University; certificate 
of teacher leadership from the 
University of Washington and 
national board certification in 
early adolescent mathematics. 
She is also a parent of three stu-
dents in the district who attend 
AHS, AMS and Mt. Erie. 

“I am excited about the 
opportunity change always 
presents. The board has a big 
task ahead in hiring a new su-
perintendent. I’m also looking 
forward to the work the district 
has already started around eq-
uity,” she said. “We have work 
to do to make sure all students 
have equal access, and I think 
the district is moving in the 
right direction.”

Beltramini joins newly re-
elected board members Matt 
Cutter and Marilyn Hanes-
worth in a four-year term.

Turn on your TV or radio, 
log in to your favorite 
online news source, or 

open up any newspaper, and 
you will read about increased 
anxiety and depression among 
teens today.

These trends hold true in 
Anacortes. 

Every year, students across 
the state in select grades take 
a Healthy Youth Survey. Last 
year, the results for Anacortes 
10th graders underscored the 
mental health challenges stu-
dents face: 

• 57 percent reported not be-
ing able to stop or control wor-
rying over the last two weeks

• 27 percent said that within 
the last 12 months they felt so 
sad or hopeless almost every 
day for two weeks or more that 
they stopped doing some usual 
activities

• 21 percent said they had 
seriously considered suicide 
over the last 12 months 

“These are serious statistics,” 
said superintendent Mark 
Wenzel. “For students to be 
successful at school, they need 
to be physically and mentally 
healthy. Our community con-
nections really help us address 
these needs.” 

A village approach
By partnering with Island 

Hospital Foundation, Anacortes 
Rotary and Skagit County, the 
district has created a safety net 
that includes: 

• One full-time middle and 
high school mental health thera-
pist (Island Hospital Founda-
tion and Anacortes Rotary) 

• One full-time middle and 
high school social worker 
(through Skagit County and 
Compass Health) 

• Two full-time elemen-
tary mental health therapists 
(through district general fund 
and Skagit County) 

• Eight school counselors 
(district funded) 

“We can leverage these 
partnerships to do social work 
and mental health therapy di-
rectly in schools,” said Wenzel. 
“That’s where the need is, and 
this community support has 
helped us address it directly.” 

National trends
For teens, depression and 

anxiety top the list of obstacles. 
In fact, nationwide depression 
rates among 14 to 17-year-olds 
have increased 60 percent in the 

last 10 years, and in that same 
time span, the number of teens 
with suicidal thoughts visiting 
hospital emergency rooms has 
doubled, according to research 
published in the Journal of 
Abnormal Psychology. 

Students often experience 
anxiety during significant transi-
tions such as divorce or the loss 
of a family member. Student and 
family anxiety also increases 
when faced with struggles over 
meeting basic needs like food, 
shelter, clothing or transporta-
tion, says school social worker 
Melanie Engman. 

Adverse Childhood Experi-
ences (ACEs) such as domestic 
violence, parent incarceration, 
and drug use in the home also 
increase the risk for negative 
mental and physical health.  

Another documented impact 
is the pressure to succeed. 

Dr. Claire McCarthy notes 
how between standardized 
testing and a culture of achieve-
ment, today’s youth can feel 
pressure to succeed in ways 
previous generations did not. A 
survey done every year by High-
er Education Research asks in-
coming college freshmen if they 
feel overwhelmed by all they 
have to do. In 2016, 41 percent 
of students said “yes” compared 
with 28 percent in 2000 and 18 
percent in 1985.

Front line 
The district aims to leverage 

professional staff to connect 
and support students across 
schools. 

“School counselors are our 
front line,” says Fran McCar-
thy, executive director for stu-
dent support services. “They 
are such incredible advocates 
for our kids and do everything 
they can to help meet students’ 
basic and social and emotional 
needs.” 

Mt. Erie counselor Ian Mayer 
sees his job includes helping 
families maneuver around spe-
cial education, foster care and 
homelessness. If behavior is the 
main concern, he says support-
ing the parents can be the most 
important part of the puzzle.

“Parenting is stressful, espe-
cially when children act out, so 
supporting parents emotion-
ally and helping them problem 
solve different situations is 
just as, if not more, important 
as working with the student,” 
said Mayer.

When a student has expe-
rienced grief or a traumatic 
event, Mayer often refers the 
student to the next line of 
defense, the school’s mental 
health counselor.

Therapy in schools
Three mental health thera-

pists work as a team across 
schools with principals and 
school counselors. Their 
combined caseload is about 90 
students. 

Any number of therapies 
may be used, depending on a 
student’s situation. Amanda 
Patricco, an elementary mental 
health therapist, typically sees 
a student weekly for an aver-
age of six to eight months and 
uses any combination of cogni-
tive behavioral therapy, art 
therapy, or even play therapy 
to best fit the individual needs 
of her students. 

At the middle and high 
school level, the district added 
a suicide prevention program 
called Signs of Suicide to fur-
ther support getting students 
the help they need. 

Empowering students
Sometimes, families and 

students struggle with outside 
hardships, such as homeless-
ness or food insecurity. This is 
where Engman comes in. As 
the high school social worker, 
she connects families with 
resources to help them manage 
crises that may be contribut-
ing to a student’s anxiety or 
depression. 

“My goal is to create a safe 
place for students to get to 
know each other and have a 
voice. These kids, at both CSHS 
and AHS, are resourceful and 
resilient. They’re incredible, 
really,” she said.

At Cap Sante High School, 
Engman does group work and 
individual interventions when 
students struggle with atten-
dance, academics or meeting 
basic needs. She also advises 
the Mental Health Awareness 
Club, an advocacy club at Ana-
cortes High School.  

The prevalence of mental 
health issues underscores the 
importance of the district’s 
partnership, said Engman. Her 
job is to empower students to 
solve their own problems with 
communication and social 
skills and anxiety reduction 
strategies. They are in good 
shape when they know how 
to access resources and have 
an awareness of how to help 
themselves.

Patricco agrees. 
“I am over the moon about 

the social-emotional learning 
work in the district,” she said. 
“I have so much hope and op-
timism when I see kids using 
the RULER program. It’s been 
proactive in preventing a lot of 
the behaviors I typically see, 
and I think our kids are just 
going to learn to regulate their 
behaviors more and more.” 

Jill Newman, Melanie Engman, Amanda Patricco and Leah Grupp-Wil-
liams form the backbone of the district’s mental health support team. 
They work across schools, partnering with school counselors, to ad-
dress increased mental health needs among Anacortes students. Fund-
ing for the positions comes from varied sources: district, Skagit County, 
Island Hospital Foundation, Anacortes Rotary and private donors. 

Partnerships help ASD address mental health issues

Jennie  
Beltramini Anacortes couple dedicates decades to school service
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construction
celebrating HigH scHool 

by mark wenzel, 
superintendent

 

What a journey it’s been! 
I still remember 

the night of February 
3, 2015. About 75 community 
members stood in Gere-A-Deli 
at 8 p.m. waiting for election 
returns. When we announced 
the results – the high school 
bond measure had passed with 
62 percent approval – the room 
erupted. 

People hugged and jumped 
up and down. A palpable sense 
of joy and relief spread across 
the crowd. Our hard work had 
paid off. 

Fast forward five years, and 
we are coming to the end of 
our much-awaited construction 

project: The new Anacortes High 
School. With the opening of our 
“west wing,” students will fully 
occupy the building this spring. 
Here are my top five takeaways, 
in descending order, from the 
district’s $88 million project:  

TAKEAWAY #5: The statewide 
construction boom was like the 
gold rush. We built the school 
at the same time as a major 
construction spike across Western 
Washington. The Seattle Times 
reported that the boom – while 
still going on today – peaked in 
January 2017 with 74 multi-mil-
lion dollar construction projects 
in downtown Seattle alone. The 
result was a favorable bidding 
environment for subcontractors 
because of the availability of jobs 

on the I-5 corridor – and a tough 
climate for owners. We received 
just one bid on our electrical and 
mechanical packages. 

TAKEAWAY #4: Cost-cutting 
is no fun. Despite a healthy bud-
get contingency, we nonetheless 
faced the need to trim overall 
project costs, both before and af-
ter the bids. In Summer 2016, we 
engaged in endless meetings to 
nip, tuck and scale back where 
we could. Imagine having to 
significantly downsize a kitchen 
remodel with your spouse. Now 
imagine doing it with a dozen 
people from your neighbor-
hood who all have very differ-
ent views on what should be in 
the kitchen. Now imagine that 
thousands of people from the 

community are going to walk 
through your house to look at 
your kitchen and assess your 
decisions. The silver lining was 
that when we had the build-
ing plans reviewed by a value 
engineer before construction, he 
raved about how much we were 
getting for our money. 

TAKEAWAY #3: An architect 
with a vision makes a big dif-
ference. Kirkland-based Hut-
teball + Oremus Architects fully 
embraced this project. They love 
Anacortes and saw the design 
as an opportunity to connect the 
space to community values as 
well as best practice in educa-
tion. We have big, open spaces 
with amazing northwest views; 
well-designed classrooms, flex-
ible learning areas and a beauti-
ful library to promote learning 
and discovery; and enhanced 
performing arts, career and 
technical education and physical 
education spaces to celebrate all 
aspects of student growth. The 
Commons doubles as a lunch-
room and meeting space, with 
ceiling-to-floor windows. When 
the lights are on for evening 
events, a glow shimmers from 
the building. The architects call 
it “the lantern on the hill.” 

TAKEAWAY #2: Guiding 
principles matter. The school 
board intentionally developed 
guiding principles at the begin-
ning of the process to help 
shape the design and construc-
tion. The guidelines include: an 

emphasis on quality learning 
environments; an identity that 
captures the spirit of the com-
munity; durability and sustain-
ability; a flexible environment; 
and safety and security. Time 
and again, we turned to these 
guidelines. The school captures 
each one as a priority. 

TAKEAWAY #1: It takes a 
team. I’m grateful for the many 
hands involved in this massive 
project. The City was a great 
partner throughout. Students, 
staff, parents and neighbors were 
engaged, patient and supportive. 
And our team of Marc Estvold, 
Jon Ronngren, Marty Yates, Bob 
Knorr, Dave Cram, FORMA 
construction, dozens of subcon-
tractors, Hutteball + Oremus and 
the school board joined forces to 
create something special. 

The project certainly pre-
sented its fair share of obstacles 
– as major construction will do. 
Unforeseen conditions, challeng-
ing weather and a complicated 
renovation made the final phase 
especially challenging. I’m grate-
ful to a collaborative team and a 
patient teaching staff for hanging 
in there through thick and thin. 

It’s now up to our students and 
staff to fully utilize and appreci-
ate this incredible investment by 
the community. I have no doubt 
they will. The generations of stu-
dents who further their potential 
because of this amazing school 
will be the true beneficiaries. 

Thank you for believing in 
them.

Our new high school project: 
A personal reflection

Superintendent Mark Wenzel tours the high school construction project with the school board and media in 
May 2018. The $88 million project creates leading-edge learning opportunities for Anacortes students.

The main classroom wing of the new high school starts to take shape in 
October 2017. The ‘east wing’ opened in fall 2018.

AHS  
freshman  

Peyton 
Simpson 

works out 
on the  

stair 
climber  

in the  
new cardio 

room at  
the high 

school. 

AHS students Bryan Brar, Kellie Burch, Skyler Whisler enjoy the rowing machines in the high 
school’s new cardio room during P.E. class. Students have access to weights, cardio and the high 
school gym as part of the physical education program. 

The new Brodniak Auditorium boasts upgraded seat-
ing, LED lighting, stage flooring, dressing rooms, rig-
ging system, enhanced acoustics and improved techni-
cal capabilities.

Band teacher Chris Dyel 
enjoys the new band room 
with increased space, a 
view of Rice Field, practice 
rooms and acoustics that 
support professional-level 
recordings. 

Freshmen Braden 
Thomas (lifting) and 
Hayden John (spotting) 
take advantage of the 
new weight room, as 
teacher Scott Dickison 
observes. The weight 
room, located across 
from the gym and next 
to the cardio room, 
allows the high school 
to promote condition-
ing as a core part of 
the physical education 
program. 



FEBRUARY 2020
ANACORTES PRIDE  •  WWW.ASD103.ORG6 Anacortes Pride

construction
celebrating HigH scHool 

When visitors pull 
into the newly 
opened main 

visitor parking lot, the 
first thing they see is a 
window into the world 
of Career and Technical 
Education (CTE). 

Literally. 
The west wing, or CTE 

wing, was intentionally 
designed to be front and 
center as a reminder to 
the community of the 
district’s commitment to 
hands-on learning, skills 
development and the 
importance of different 
pathways besides the tra-
ditional college route. 

Two rolling glass doors 
form the southern walls of 
the metals manufacturing 
lab and the makerspace. 
With input from teachers, 
the architects designed 

the entire building to 
yield collaboration. A 
shared core workspace 
will allow a working 
partnership between the 
metals-welding classes 
and robotics and engi-
neering classes. Adjoining 
classrooms allow for stu-
dents to sit and learn in a 
controlled setting before 
applying their knowledge 
in the shop. 

Design and build
What exactly is a 

makerspace? Sometimes 
referred to as an Inven-
tor’s Lab, the space will 
host engineering, robot-
ics, composites, and CAD 
(computer assisted design) 
classes. Students will be 
able to use the room for 
wood projects, 3D printing 
and more.

“It fosters creativity. It’s 
a space where kids can 
design and build and go 
as far as their imagina-
tions take them,” said 
superintendent Mark 
Wenzel.

CTE director Joe Furin 
sees the new building as 
directly impacting student 
learning.

“Our two programs 
can join together in a core 
space; we’re not isolated 
any more,” he said. “Stu-
dents can work on cross-
curricular projects involv-
ing anything from metals 
and electronics to woods 
and composites. The idea 
of sharing students and 

creating projects that 
require shared materials is 
exciting. And the robot-
ics students now have 
an actual place to build. 
They’ve never really had 
a place before.”

Collaboration is central 
to other classrooms as 
well. The digital media 
rooms are purposely close 
to Brodniak and the gym, 
allowing crews to easily 
produce real-time cover-
age of concerts and games. 
The choir and band rooms 
also have a variety of dif-
ferent sized, soundproof 
practice rooms in which 
soloists or small groups 
can rehearse and record. 

Makerspace and 
manufacturing lab

• Two large and open 
industrial shop spaces to 
facilitate student learning 
opportunities

• A CTE computer lab 
and a designated CTE 
classroom space

• An electrical room 
with fume extractors for 
detail electronic work and 
fabrication

• State-of-the art equip-
ment such as: desktop 
MAX CNC (computer 
numerical control) mill-
ing machine; Trotec laser 
cutter for precision cutting 
tool for multiple materi-

als; Clausing CNC knee 
mill machine for precision 
metal fabrication; Arclight 
CNC plasma cutting table 

• Roll-up doors for 
loading and unloading big 
projects, testing robots 
Digital media

• Broadcast studio for 
video production and 
recording

• Production control 
booth

• Audio control booth
• Curved background 

cyclorama for seamless 
studio work

• Large roll-up doors to 
facilitate mobile broadcast-
ing projects

The new AHS: A commitment to Career & Technical Education

What’s your sense of the new high school?
Caleb Parsons
Construction Manager

Our company, FORMA Construction, 
builds schools all over the state. And in 

my 20 years, I’ve never been as impressed 
as I am with this building. The technology 
aspects alone are incredible. There’s a state-
of-the-art metals lab and an inventors’ lab 
that rivals any college program. And the 
broadcasting studio is seriously compa-
rable to a professional newsroom.  Students 

will also be able to broadcast events happening in the theatre 
or the gym – all from the booth in the production studio. 
With more than 320 circuits running between the studio and 
theatre, it’s highly advanced for a high school. 

Caleb Parsons

Bobbilyn Hogge 
School Board President

When we moved here, we 
chose Anacortes based on its 

schools. We knew the district was 
top notch academically, but we 
were not overly impressed with 
the high school building itself. All 
four of our children attended the 
old high school with its dark halls, 
leaky ceilings and mazes of halls. 

Our youngest is now a junior in the new building, 
and it’s amazing for students to be in a space that 
fosters not only creativity and deep learning, but 
pride as well. 

Bobbilyn Hogge

Laurie Gere
Mayor and District Grandparent

This amazing campus is going 
to benefit not only students but 
our community as a whole. The 

Inventor’s Studio looks like something 
you’d see at UW or Boeing. Students 
can design a product and then actually 
produce it. Brodniak gives our students 
and the greater community the enrich-
ment that only the arts can add to our 

quality of life. And I love the gym. It’s new yet retains 
the history of our Seahawk tradition. It’s a high school 
I would have liked to attend, and I cannot wait for my 
grandkids to get in there.

Laurie Gere

AHS students enjoy a workout in the new high school gymnasium. During construction, P.E. classes took place on Rice Field 
and in the fieldhouse. 

James Yandle adjusts lights in the new Brodniak Audi-
torium. The 15,000 square-foot facility offers state-of-
the-art lighting and technology to enhance the per-
forming arts. 

Kai Wallis and Mason Bakke check out the new equipment 
in the digital media classroom. The advanced system allows 
students to ‘live stream’ events from the auditorium, Rice 
Field and throughout the school. The studio allows students 
to create professional podcasts, commercials and films, in 
addition to the weekly newscast. 

Joe Furin displays the inventor’s lab – a Career & Technical 
Education ‘makerspace’ with industry- standard equipment 
such as knee mills, CNC milling machine, plasma cutter, met-
al lathes and a band saw for students to design and build 
their own projects. Courses in robotics, engineering draw-
ing and metals prepare students for programs at Skagit Val-
ley College, Bellingham Technical College and beyond. 

‘I’ve been waiting a long time for a digital media lab like this,’ 
says teacher Jim Thompson. 
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When the Board of 
Directors, the su-
perintendent and 

the district’s facilities com-
mittee initially discussed 
the high school construc-
tion project, everyone 
agreed on the importance 
of a new alternative high 
school. Cap Sante High 
School had been housed 
in a rental space or por-
table classroom for three 
decades, and the goal was 
to offer a permanent home 
with the high school bond.

That vision became 
reality on January 8 when 
students excitedly entered 
the brand-new building 
for classes. 

The 3,000 square-foot 
school stands on the 

southeast corner of the 
visitor parking lot, close 
to the main entrance of 
Anacortes High School. 
Principal Kecia Fox says 
the proximity helps Cap 
Sante students meet with 
counselors, participate in 
activities, and access AHS 
classes when needed – yet 
still allows students to feel 
they have their own space.

The new school, which 
serves a diverse popula-
tion of up to 75 students, 
includes classrooms, an 
entryway with tables, 
kitchen, meeting rooms 
and interactive technology 
displays. The school serves 
students seeking a smaller, 
more personalized setting 
to meet their academic, so-

cial and emotional needs.  
Teacher Kim Stamper 

has been eagerly await-
ing the opening, knowing 
how great it will be for 
students.

“This school is so awe-
some. It’s ours. It was 
made for us,” she said. 
“And the sense of self-
worth and validation that 
our kids now have will 
only translate into greater 
learning and success.” 

Students are excited 
about finally having a per-
manent school of which 
they can be proud. 

Senior Will Kassa ap-
preciates the new kitchen 
which is in a separate part 
of the school, not right in 
the middle as it was in the 

portable. Mackenzie Fos-
ter, also a senior, is grateful 
for more light, comfortable 
chairs and carpeting.

Fox says the new school 
speaks to district and com-
munity values. 

“It shows that we 
believe in all kids, no mat-
ter the path they take,” 
she said. “People see the 
school and talk about it – it 
adds a dimension of valu-
ing people.” 

She also highlighted the 
new learning spaces. 

“There’s so much more 
flexibility with the layout. 
Students can collaborate in 
different ways. It will lend 
itself to doing more proj-
ects, which is a strategic 
direction we want to go.”

District opens new alternative high school

Cap Sante senior Elpis Gutierrez shares a smile with her class-
mates. She says the new building feels more like a school and 
a workplace than the old portable. ‘Cap has helped me finish 
school and not give up, she said. ‘It also has my favorite teach-
er, Kim Stamper. The adults here care about you.’

construction
celebrating HigH scHool 

A drone shot of the high school site in August 2017 shows the footprint of the main classroom wing of the 
school. The 86,000 square-foot, two-floor wing opened to students in fall 2018. 

A centerpiece 
of the new 
Anacortes 

High School 
is the com-

mons area on 
the east side 

of the main 
building. The 
facility shim-

mers at night, 
leading the 

architects to 
call the school, 
the ‘lantern on 

the hill.’

The 
‘commons’ 
doubles as 
a lunch-
room and 
community 
meeting 
space. Ceil-
ing-to-floor 
windows 
provide 
ample 
natural 
light and 
neighbor-
hood views. 

‘Everyone loves the view from the library. It is usually the first thing people say when they walk into our 
space. Throughout the day, there are folks that come in, relax a second and just look out, or take pictures, 
or read a book in front of the windows. As the sun comes up, we all get to see what story is unfolding. Our 
view is a storyteller and has as many stories as there are inside on our library shelves. We’ve seen dysto-
pian red sunrises, adventure in the rocking boats in the bay, realism in the gray gloom, and sci-fi in the 
cloud formations. There’s really a story for everyone in our view from the library.’  – Librarian Dana John

The new high school boasts two large classrooms for ceramics, painting and 
drawing. The rooms feature a kiln, special lighting, storage lockers, easels and 
space for creativity. 

Juniors Gabriella Snowman, Megan McKenna, Noah Masten, 
Abigail Schnabel and Cadence Lamphiear conduct an experi-
ment during a recent chemistry class. The high school science 
rooms were designed to allow for hands-on learning in the lab 
space, as well as direct instruction in a classroom setting. 
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On May 5, 2016, the official groundbreaking 
ceremony kicked off Phase I of the high school 
project. Rice Field, named after former mayor 

and community advocate Jim Rice, began to take shape.
The $7 million project included 1,500 new bleacher 

seats, new restrooms and concessions stand, two coach-
ing booths, and a state-of-the-art broadcast booth. 
The highlight, though, was the brand-new turf field, 
encircled by a Seahawk purple track.

Now, three years later, parent Amy Schnabel, whose 
daughters, 16 and 14, have played soccer and run track 
for years, has come to deeply appreciate the upgraded 
facilities. 

“The old field was muddy and boggy and often had 

unsafe potholes,” she said. “Lines were hard to see, and 
frankly the bleachers were an embarrassment to the stu-
dents. But now my girls tell me the space makes them 
feel energized.” 

She added that parents appreciate that the in-fill is 
natural, non-toxic cork and not ground-up tires. 

Head football coach Chris Hunter agrees. 
“It’s one of the nicest fields in all the NW confer-

ences,” he said. “We’d play every game at home if we 
could. I love that in approving the new stadium and 
field, the community showed its desire for our school to 
have great environments in which develop our students 
mentally and physically.” 

The sense of pride extends beyond the athletes. 
Athletic Director Erik Titus loves hosting visiting 

teams, who have shared compliments on the design, the 
sound system and the overall facility. Everyone wishes 
they had one like ours, he said.

Seahawk pride begins at the formal, prominent entry 
of Veterans Memorial Plaza. Schnabel recalls the run-
down chain link fence that greeted spectators at War 
Memorial Stadium.

“Rice Field and Seahawk Stadium make a bold state-
ment, one of which our community can be justifiably 
proud,” she said. 

From the beginning, having a space to 
honor both the Anacortes community 
and service to the nation was a prior-

ity for the district and for a local group of 
committed veterans. In 2016, the Veterans 
Memorial Steering Committee was formed 
to ensure that the memorial at AHS would 
carry on into the future. Its mission was 
to create a space that would stand tribute 

to the patriotic and courageous men and 
women who served our nation, reflect 
their sacrifice to our country and teach 
younger generations about their service. 

Betty Mooney, Chris Long, Matt Miller, 
Eric Johnson, Dick Iversen and Bob Papa-
dakis joined superintendent Mark Wenzel 
to develop the plan. 

Committee member Bob Papadakis 

says the strength of the process was in the 
diversity of its participants, including the 
selection of architect Brooks Middleton 
whose design brought an artistic and 
unexpected emotional perspective. The 
design is intentionally bold. Middleton 
sought to incorporate abstract concepts 
with literal ones to force visitors to in-
teract with the memorial based on their 
personal experiences. 

On October 5, 2016, 400 people gathered 
to commemorate the dedication of the 
memorial. A perfectly timed flyover by 
VAQ-139 Growler Squadron set the tone 
for what was to be a solemn, reflective 
ceremony. 

Upon entering the plaza, some shed 
tears. Others choked back lumps in their 
throats. Still others simply nodded in ap-
proval. 

“When you walk in, you immediately 
feel the power, the permanence and the 
reverence,” said 22-year career Naval Air-
man Kenny Holzemer.

Retired U.S. Air Force Col. Dick Iversen 
was a force behind the memorial, ac-
cording to Wenzel. He helped develop 
language for the memorial’s descriptions 
of U.S. conflicts and wars; secured the 
restoration of a WWII plaque memorial-
izing AHS graduates; and led the effort 
to recognize two local recipients of the 
Medal of Honor, James Okubo and Gerald 
Young. 

Iversen passed away in September 
2017. Reflecting on the plaza, his wife, Jan, 

remembers the heart and passion her hus-
band put into ensuring it be a memorable 
and durable space. 

“He was a devoted patriot and believed 
in the importance of education,” she said. 
“Our family will always be proud of the 
magnificent plaza that reminds future 
generations of our nation’s history and 
honors those who ‘gave all.”

Rice Field and Seahawk Stadium: 
Making our community proud

Veterans memorial: A tribute to those who served our nation

celebrating HigH scHool 

Excavators prepare the new Rice Field site in May 2016. Crews 
prepped a water drainage system and worked to ready the 
hill for bleachers. Two feet of soil was taken off the field to put 
in drainage, which can drain 20 inches per hour. Chambers 
under the field control the speed of training so that water 
goes into wetlands at the same pace it did previously. 

The new Seahawk Stadium opened in fall 2016 as the first 
phase of the high school construction project. The facility 
includes a turf field, new track, broadcasting booth, 1,500-
seat bleachers and Veterans Memorial Plaza. It is used for P.E. 
classes, track, cross country, soccer, football and a wide range 
of community events including lacrosse, ultimate frisbee and 
the Relay for Life cancer charity walk. Workers assemble the field bleachers in July 2016. The seats 

offer stunning views of Volunteer Park and Guemes Island. 

Crews put the final touches on the roofing system. The cov-
ered bleachers have been popular with fans.

Junior Cadence Lamphiear controls the ball against Blaine 
High School in a game last fall. The field continues to earn rave 
reviews from students and coaches. (Photo by Victoria Pittman)

The community celebrates graduation for the Class of 2017 at 
Rice Field. Holding the commencement ceremony on the field 
has become a new Anacortes tradition. 

The veterans memorial consists of five 20-foot pillars, each of rusted steel, two inches thick. 
Behind the pillars stands a gabion wall holding 65 tons of rock. The pillars represent each 
branch of the armed forces. Local architect Brooks Middleton designed the memorial. 

Guemes Island resident Dick Iversen helped 
champion the memorial. He attended the Oc-
tober 5, 2016 dedication ceremony with his 
wife, Jan.  Iversen passed away in 2017.
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Poetry Out Loud winner
Anacortes senior Grace 

Hill won the regional com-
petition of Poetry Out Loud 
on January 30 at Burlington 
Public Library. Winners 

from 
local 
school 
com-
peted to 
repre-
sent the 
north-
west 
region at 
the state 
competi-
tion. 

Hill recited “Mighty 
Pawns” by Major Jackson 
and “Memory as a Hear-
ing Aid” by Tony Hoa-
gland. Poetry Out Loud is 
a national arts education 
program that encourages 
the study of great poetry 
by offering free educational 
materials and a dynamic 
recitation competition to 
high schools across the 
country. Students gain con-
fidence and public speaking 
skills, reciting the poems by 
memory. 

Hill, who won the local 
competition last year as 
well, thanked her teachers. 

“Mrs. Gibson, Mr. Back-
man, and Mr. Burnett have 
guided and encouraged me 
throughout the process,” 
she said. “Their feedback 
and patience has taught 
me a tremendous amount 
about poetry and quality 
communication.”   

The state competition 
takes place on March 7 at 
the Museum of Glass in 
Tacoma. 

Grace Hill

The wonderful thing about 
special education is that 
it’s less about academics 

and all about the kids, says Ana-
cortes Middle School teacher Joel 
Schelling.

It’s for that exact reason that 
Schelling decided to go into 
teaching special education. He 
and his wife, now proud parents 
of two-year old twins, moved 
to Anacortes in 2008 to be near 
family. At the time, Schelling 
was ready for a change from 
his career in business and was 
coaching baseball for Oak Har-
bor High School. Friends kept 
telling him he needed to teach 
because he was so good with 
teenagers.

Now in his third year at the 
middle school, Schelling still be-
lieves relationships are the heart 
of his job. As a resource teacher, 
he sees students who qualify for 
support in reading, writing, math 
or other areas such as behavioral 
or social-emotional needs. 

One main goal, often more 
important that academic goals, 
is for students to learn and 
improve executive functioning. 
Executive function is the com-
mand center of the brain. It con-
trols planning, abstract thinking, 

organization and self-regulation. 
For many students in his class, 

recognizing verbal cues or pro-
cessing teacher instructions just 
takes longer. Many students also 
need help organizing their work 
between school and home. They 
learn how to talk to teachers 
and ask for help or advocate for 
themselves.

Some of Schelling’s students 
take his class as a supplement to 
their general education classes, 
while others take it as a required 
academic class.

For example, in his language 
arts class, Schelling has kids who 
need support in their English 
class, perhaps with reading or 
maybe study skills. In the same 
class, he must teach the course 
curriculum to students for 
whom the class counts as their 
sole English class.

Differentiation is both a chal-
lenge and a reward. The constant 
and varied individualization is 
another layer of the relationships 
he works to build.

“I thrive when I’m challenged 
to be innovative,” he said. 
“Every day we have to come up 
with solutions to try to help our 
students be successful. It’s my 
favorite part of the job.”

Heather Nethercott
Fourth grade, Fidalgo Elementary

I’d have to say sci-
ence because it’s 

been interesting. I 
love it because it’s 
more hands on. We 
just studied owl feet 
and instead of just 
reading about it, we 
got to make our own. 
We sanded them 
down, then cut the 
shapes, then pulled 
a string through a 
straw to make the 
mechanical jointed 

feet. Mr. Davidson makes it interesting be-
cause we get to move around and work, not 
just sit and read about things.

Adgil Erken
First grade, Island View

Subtraction is the 
best thing so far. 

You have to know 
addition first and 
then that can help 
you with subtrac-
tion. We’re learning 
on paper and on 
our whiteboards. 
And did you know 
that every “doubles 
fact” is always zero 
because you take it 
all away? I’m also 

learning division on the computer. 

Ethan Sperb
Eighth grade, Anacortes Middle School

I think the most 
important thing 

I’ve learned this 
year is to be kind. 
It will always come 
back to you. You 
can’t let people take 
advantage of your 
kindness, which hap-
pened to me, but just 
be there for people. 
It’s really important 
who you hang out 
with, and you should 

Teacher spotlight: AMS educator Joel Schelling

Astrid Kainz
Senior, Cap Sante High School

The most important thing I’ve 
learned is responsibility. You’re 

responsible for what you do and for 
your progress here at Cap. We have a 
lot of independence. You can only go 
so far with others supporting you be-
fore you have to take action yourself. 
I’ve had to learn that over my years 
here, and this year it really hit home. 
I was behind, and then I had to get a 
part-time job. That’s one reason Cap 

has been so good. I can finish classes at 
a faster rate than AHS, and I am able 
to schedule classes and work around 
each other to stay caught up on ev-

erything. The best thing I’ve studied 
this year has been marine biology. 

My hope is to continue studying it in 
college, either in California, Florida or 

even Hawaii.

choose your friends wisely. Academically, 
I’ve learned to get into a rhythm with my 
school work. Math is one of the best classes 
this year. Mrs. Huggins is so kind, and I just 
really like her positive energy. It’s a subject 
that is a process for me. Sometimes it comes 
easily, and, depending on the unit, some-
times I really have to study hard.

Noble Leason
Kindergarten, Whitney

How to read, 
definitely. My 

mom used flash-
cards last year, so 
I knew my letters 
and sounds before I 
came to kindergar-
ten, except for “C”, 
which was tricky 
because I thought 
it made the “ssss” 
sound. So I started 
with the cards mom 
used, and now Mrs. 

O’Donnell has heart words on the wall that 
show us how to spell words. There’s green, 
blue, purple, pink and yellow. “Family” is 
on green. It’s a long word. I like to “partner 
read” more than private reading because 

you can read aloud to a friend. My favorite 
books to read at home to my mom are Hop 
on Pop and A Baby Dragon. Sometimes I even 
read Mr. Brown Can Moo.

Arianna Hicks
Second grade, Mt. Erie

There are lots of 
important things 

we’ve learned this 
year: Fundations, 
math, writing. In 
Fundations, we mark 
up things on our 
whiteboards, like 
the suffix or the root 
or the diagraphs. A 
diagraph is like “s-h” 
or “c-h”. It helps 
with reading. Every 
night my mom reads 

a chapter from a chapter book or a whole 
story, and then I get to read until 8:00. Right 
now, my favorite thing is writing. In the 
beginning, I did not like writing because we 
were doing non-fiction, and I just couldn’t 
think of anything to write about. But since 
we started researching, it’s been really inter-
esting, and I am loving writing. 
 
Lance Hammel
Sophomore, Anacortes High School

The best thing I’ve 
learned this year 

is to enjoy your sub-
jects and to try to ac-
tually get something, 
anything, out of each 
class. I’ve been trying 
to work on this and 
just this year, I’ve 
made some progress. 
If I can go into a class 
and find something 
interesting about it, I 
won’t be bored, and 

the class gets easier. I think building a rela-
tionship with your teacher is the best way 
to start finding a subject interesting. Even if 
you don’t like the class, if you can connect to 
the teacher, it really helps. What’s been most 
interesting is seeing what we’ve learned in 
chemistry (dimensional analysis) be applied 
in other classes. It’s been really useful to see 
it used outside of the classroom.

Heather Nethercott

Lance Hammel

Adgil Erken

Ethan Sperb

Noble Leason

Arianna Hicks

What’s the most 

you’ve learned in school this year

MIddle school teacher Joel Schilling says relationships are the heart of 
his job. He switched careers from business to teaching after coaching 
teenagers in baseball.
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AMS eighth grader Shane Lamphiear helps edit the weekly broadcast, 
Hawk News. Middle school students learn how to write, edit, and produce 
video to tell stories digitally. They can build on these skills at Anacortes 
High School, which offers both beginning and advanced digital media.  

It’s a typical Tuesday morn-
ing in room 113 at Anacortes 
Middle School. Before the 

bell even rings, eighth grader 
Shane Lamphiear is busy at his 
computer, a tricaster that allows 
him to edit and live stream the 
weekly video broadcast, Hawk 
News. As students shuffle and 
bump their way through the 
door, they lob questions at him:

“Shane, can you help me with 
my edits?”

“Can you help me finish this?”
“Shane, I need help on my 

story.”
The bell rings, and students 

find their seats, quick to pull out 
their laptops and get straight to 
work on their assignments. This 
is the Hawk News class, and 
teacher Nate Rozema’s version of 
attendance is more of a check-in 
with each student’s progress on 
story assignments:

“Rex?”  “Basketball.”
“Kayla?” “Interview questions 

for my animated piece.”
“Kris?” “Dad joke assign-

ment.” 
At this point, Rozema takes a 

moment to stop and explain that 
short cuts will help her package 
be more interesting. 

“Bronson?” “I’m editing my 
segment after getting yesterday’s 

Hawk News: Digital media takes off at middle school

feedback.”
“Dylan?” “I’m getting B-roll 

for my lacrosse package.”

Learning to tell stories
Students settle in, writ-

ing, tweaking and finessing 
their stories. A few check out 

equipment – cameras, lapel 
mics or tripods – and head out 
to film or conduct interviews. 
Lamphiear walks around the 
room, checking in to see whose 
packages are ready for Friday’s 
show, so he can start planning 
the lineup. 

The semester-long elective 
class, open to any seventh or 
eighth grader, has come quite 
far since its launch a year 
ago. What started as mainly a 
video broadcast of the daily an-
nouncements, is now a weekly 
broadcast with segments on all 
aspects of middle school life 
and beyond, including mini-
documentaries. Rozema hopes 
to further partner with the 
leadership class and even with 
teachers to highlight what’s go-
ing on across the school. 

As a class, students map out 
story ideas both short-term and 
long-range. All students are 
required to produce at least one 
segment per broadcast “sea-
son.” In addition, each student 
must also create a piece relating 
to certain skills learned such as 
a music video to demonstrate 
editing skills.

The digital storytelling class 
teaches students a host of 
technical and real-life skills in 
addition to journalistic writ-
ing. Students learn filmmaking, 
sound recording, editing, and 
photo composition and design. 
But they also learn communi-
cation skills, teamwork and 
how to professionally conduct 
interviews with adults.

Part of a team
Grace Johnston, a seventh 

grader often in front of the 
camera, says she has learned the 
importance of editing to make 
the strongest, most relevant 
story. The stress of deadlines 
is the biggest challenge of the 
class, she says.

“The class has taught me to 
not procrastinate. You just have 
to go do it because you’re part 
of a team, and you can’t miss 
a deadline or you’ll be letting 
the whole team down,” said 
Johnston.

Both Johnston and Lamphiear 
aspire to pursue their love of 
digital storytelling through 
high school. AHS instructor Jim 
Thompson, who teaches the ad-
vanced digital media class, The 
Rock, has current students who 
were able to skip the prerequi-
site class due to their experience 
and learning from the Hawk 
News class.

“One freshman was so pre-
pared, he was able to direct the 
live production of the Rock,” 
said Thompson. “I’m grateful 
to Mr. Rozema and the middle 
school for giving students the 
opportunity to learn broadcast 
journalism at an early age.” 

Hawk News can be found on 
Youtube.com.

Voices of the Children
Palestinian-born Asil Jabr, a refugee herself, spent time in several elementary 
classes this fall, sharing her art and her story of living in Jordan. Students 
across Skagit Valley are working with her on art and poetry through Voices of 
the Children. Their ‘legacy’ art will be shared with Syrian refugee students in 
Amman, Jordan. Likewise, poems and art from the refugee school where Jabr 
directs Voices of the Children, will be sent to schools in the Skagit Valley.

Legacy
By Keira Hines, 8th grade

Where I Come From: I Remember
I remember when I was young

I didn’t care what others thought
I remember when friends were honest

We told each other how we felt
I remember when the simplest things

Would make me laugh and smile
I remember when planning the future

Never crossed my mind

Where I Am: Today
Today, I see that we all have changed

I care about how I am seen
Today, I know that true, loyal friends

Are found once in a blue moon
Today, I find that I have forgotten

How to enjoy simple things
Today, it seems that I must rush
If I am to accomplish anything.

Where I’m Going: My Legacy
Tomorrow, I will leave a legacy

Of truth, wisdom, and simplicity
Tomorrow, I will leave a legacy
Of friendship, trust, and caring
Tomorrow, I will leave a legacy

Of freedom, laughter, and happiness
Tomorrow, I will leave a legacy
Of hope, goals, and promises

Keira Hines

Essay winner 
Junior Lauren McClintock won first 
place in the Skagit Democrats essay 
contest earning her a $750 prize. 
She says it took a while to come up 
with a topic to address this year’s 
theme: What is the most pressing 
issue facing America today? Her 
winning essay describes how lack 
of empathy is the root of so many 
other problems in America right 
now. If we could see things from 
other perspectives, we’d all be 
better listeners and citizens, wrote 
McClintock.

Thank you, Patricia
‘The thing about this job 
is the connection one 
human can make with 
another human,’ says 
Whitney custodian Patricia 
Knoch, who retires this 
year. For 22 years, she 
has been connecting 
with Anacortes students 
in one form or another. 
She started as a para-
educator and secretary at 
Fidalgo Elementary and 
then eventually moved 
into food service. Over the 
years she has worked at 
Whitney, Fidalgo and the 
high school and has been 
a custodian at Whitney 
since 2012. The best part of 
her job is the people, she 
says. Wonderful colleagues 
and sweet kids make it all 
worthwhile.

Sixth grade play
Sixth graders Kierstan 
Dotzauer and Ezekiel 
DeMet duke out a scene 
in the recent ‘Choose 
your own adventure’ 
show directed by teacher 
Sam Guzik. The student-
written production 
allowed the audience to 
select options throughout 
the play to determine 
how the story would 
evolve. The student 
work drew laughter 
and applause from an 
audience of 200 students 
and staff January 31 at 
school. 

Top poster
Fourth grader Mia Rogers’ 
poster recently won the 
state competition of 
the Department of Con-
servation’s Soil and Wa-
ter Stewardship poster 
contest. Last year, Mia’s 
poster took first place in 
the Skagit Valley district’s 
2nd-3rd grade division, 
earning her a $50 reward. 
Mia used colored pencil 
to relay the theme Life in 
the Soil: Dig Deeper. Her 
poster travels to the na-
tional competition this 
month. 
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SPORTS IN ACTION

Name: Kaeden Flynn
Years playing: 12
Position: Point guard
Best thing about basketball: Be-
ing with my teammates every day
Thoughts on new gym: It’s amaz-
ing. All the purple!
Favorite class at AHS: Strength 
and conditioning with Mr. Dicki-
son
Favorite college team: UW Hus-
kies

Plans for next year: Attend Northern Arizona Uni-
versity and study engineering.

Name: Katie Webb
Sport: Bowling
Years Playing: 2
Most challenging thing about 
bowling: Staying focused
Goals for the season: To break 
200. I just set a personal record 
with 190.
Why I bowl? I love the people and 
all the encouragement we get from 
and give to each other.
Teachers who challenged me 

most: Mr. Hancock and Ms. Blohm
Plans for next year: Two years at Skagit, then trans-
fer to Western and go into forensic pathology.

Beau OmdalKaeden Flynn

Lindsey South

Name: Beau Omdal
Sport: Swim/Dive
Years playing: 12
Events: Butterfly, 200m and 500m
I love swimming because: Everyone in the 
sport gets along and is happy; all the teams 
cheer each other on.
Secret to our success: Most of us swim year-
round, and we have an excellent work ethic.
Goals for the season: I’m so impressed with 
the new freshmen and can’t wait to see how 
they do. I am hopeful we can take state.

Plans for next year: Attend a four-year university and study 
sociology or criminology.

Name: Lindsey South
Sport: Basketball
Years playing: 12
Basketball has taught me: The ability 
to make adjustments – on the court and 
in how I lead and work with people. It’s 
taught me to be a better leader.
Reflections on coach: His philosophy is 
team first, and he instills a “Get better, have 
fun” work ethic.
Current Netflix binge: The Office
When I’m not on the court, you can find 

me… hiking, hammocking or backpacking
Plans for next year: I have a lot of options, but definitely a 
four-year university.

Name: Aidan 
Ufkes
Sport: Wrestling
Years: 4
Wrestling has 
taught me: To 
embrace the 
suck. It’s hard 
and not always 
fun, but I’ve 
learned to keep 
moving forward.
Secret to cutting 
weight: Stay 
active, cut sug-
ary drinks and 
carbs.
Favorite move: 
Front headlock. 
I’ve figured out 
how to legally 
make it uncom-
fortable for my 
opponent.
Plans for next 
year: Attend 
university and 
hopefully be-
come a political 
journalist.

Aidan Ufkes celebrates senior night last 
month with his mother, Megan Angier. 
Photo by Lindsey South

Maddy Holmes takes the ball to the hoop 
against Arlington earlier this season. 
Photo by Mackenzie Wakefield

Cheerleader Aaliyah Raabe, a freshman, joins the crowd in yelling for the 
home team during a basketball game in December.  Photo by Lisa Kuhnlein

Sophomore Riley Pirkle drives the 
ball downcourt against Arlington. 
Photo by Megan McKenna

Junior  
Treyton  
Wilbur 
warms 
up before 
a game 
against 
Cedarcrest 
High  
School on  
December 3. 
The Hawks 
prevailed 
56-54.  
Photo by  
Lisa Kuhnlein

Junior Ayden Swain, wrestling in the 120-pound weight class, 
battles a Squalicum opponent last month in a home meet. 
Photo by Madison Holmes

AHS freshman Jacob Tallering has demonstrated impressive skill in div-
ing this season. The swim and dive team competes at the district meet on 
February 15 at Fidalgo Pool, with the state tournament Feb 21-22 in Fed-
eral Way. The boys finished second at state last year, with expectations 
high for a strong finish this year.  Photo by Lisa Kuhnlein

Senior Josh Pittis is a veteran on 
the wrestling team. He aspires to 
qualify for state again this year. 
Photo by Lindsey South

Katie Webb

The AHS bowling team finished a winning season with a record of 
8-5. Front row left to right: Emily Stroh, Kendall Denman, Katlin 
Webb, Lauren Harrison, Lilliana Treanor; back row left to right: Eliza-
beth Stroh, Erin Weber, Coach Teresa Syms, Monica Nyland-Goings 
and Liela Saunders.
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Nicholas Majeske graduated from 
AHS in 2012 and is currently pursuing 
a doctorate in computer engineering 
at Indiana University. In addition to 
researching super computing, Majeske 
works as a research assistant and teach-
ing assistant. 

• What were some of the 
struggles you faced along your 
journey?

In high school, I was devoted to 
track and field. I had been living 
and breathing it year-round for so 
many years, I hadn’t really thought 
of anything else. When I got to 
Washington State University, I real-
ized I hadn’t put any time into mak-
ing academic plans. After struggling 
through first semester, I ended up 
dropping out and coming home.

• How did that feel? 
At the time, it felt like the end 

of the world and that I was a total 
failure. But it was also a huge relief 
because I was not doing well there, 
mostly because I didn’t have any 
goals.

• How did you get back on 
course?

I never thought of abandoning 
education. I just needed to figure 
out what I wanted to do. I worked 
two jobs to save money for Skagit 

Valley College, which is where my 
passion for computer science was 
sparked. I transferred to Western 
and took my first really difficult 
programming classes. This only 
affirmed my decision. I had been 
nervous about starting at another 
university, but I felt confident this 
was where I belonged.

• What’s a memory from West-
ern? 

I ended up doing a fast track 
to a master’s program, and for a 
while, I was taking both under-
graduate and graduate classes. 
I distinctly remember one night 
walking home through campus at 
3 a.m. after spending 15 hours on a 
project. There were moments when 
I doubted myself, but I just kept 
pushing through each assignment 
and each course. By 2018, I had 
completed my master’s research 
on protein mutations via computer 
simulations. 

• You also taught at Western, 
right? 

Yes, I taught several computer 
science courses at WWU, which was 
pretty scary for me. An internship 
with Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratories in Tri Cities sealed 
my decision to apply for doctoral 
programs.

• Were there any teachers or 
classes at AHS that inspired 
you?

That first semester at WSU, I 
had no idea what I was doing. 
Looking back, it was robotics that I 
really enjoyed most. Mr. Furin op-
erated the class in such a way that 
we had the freedom to be creative. 
We worked so hard, but it didn’t 
ever feel like work. I’d never taken 
a class like his before. Coach Char-
lie Bell was also a huge influence. 
All my time in track and field was 
preparing me to persevere – which 
is exactly what was needed to get 
me through these years of study-
ing and researching.

• What advice would you give 
to students who might be strug-
gling to find motivation?

Be honest with yourself. Really 
think about what you enjoy doing 
and then work hard to get through 
whatever will get you there: for 
some it will be university and for 
others, it will be work experience. 
Once I realized I had a passion, 
I knew I could get through the 
temporary difficult classes. Also, 
reach out to teachers if you are 
struggling. It may not seem like it, 
but they really do want you to suc-
ceed. And most of them will take 
the time to help you, if you ask.

There’s nothing better than cuddling up with a 
good book. 

Actually, there is. 
Doing it with your child and doing it out loud. 

Whether it’s 10 minutes or an hour, the important 
thing is to make reading a “want to,” not a “have 
to,” says first grade teacher MJ D’Amelio. It should 
be a celebration with no pressure on the child or the 
parent. 

Children benefit in distinct ways from being read 
to and from reading aloud to a parent, but one com-
mon benefit persists: the creation of a bond.

“Reading is a beautiful way for parents to build a 
relationship with their child,” said instructional sup-
port specialist Michelle Murray.

The brain and reading out loud
When children read out loud, they are more 

engaged than when reading silently. Comprehension 
improves as well because they retain more. 

Actually, this is true for adults as well. Brain 
research shows significant differences in memory be-
tween reading aloud and reading silently. Research 
shows it increases blood flow to the brain and helps 
words get into our long-term memory.

Practicing saying words, and eventually sen-
tences, builds automaticity, or the ability to quickly 
decode words, which is a key step to fluency. The 
more children practice, the more fluent they become. 
This includes both expression – a smooth reading 
voice – and rapid decoding.

Finally, when children read to a parent, it gives the 
parent an opportunity to catch errors that would go 
unnoticed if the child were reading silently. Mur-
ray and D’Amelio share that it’s crucial to correct 
errors as they occur – before they become part of the 
child’s permanent reading practice.

Repetition matters 
At the elementary level, teachers frequently listen 

to their students read out loud. They follow a multi-
step process called “oral repeated reading” that 
allows students to read the same passage several 
times. 

First, the teacher reads the passage aloud. Stu-
dents get to hear it fluently with expression. Next, 
the class does a choral reading of the passage. 
Finally, students read aloud to partners. Throughout 
the day or week, the teacher spends time listening 
to each student read the passage and can catch any 
mistakes or problems the child has. 

Reading to children at home 
“Listening comprehension outpaces reading com-

prehension until the age of about 11,” said Murray. 
This means that parents can read much more 

advanced texts to their kids than what their kids are 
capable of actually reading.

The importance of reading aloud to your child 

cannot be exaggerated, said D’Amelio. 
“It builds vocabulary. They get to hear rich lan-

guage and what fluent reading sounds like. Even 
simply playing with language, coming up with new 
rhymes for words you encounter, for example, is 
important.”

Murray adds that exposure to books helps create a 
balance in kids’ lives.

“It’s a chance to pause. To pay attention in an 
otherwise fast-paced world of instant technology. 
It builds their capacity to listen,” she said. “It also 
increases their ability to empathize.”

Finally, reading to children gives parents a chance 
to learn what their children are interested. It helps 
children access reading that they’ll eventually do by 
themselves. 

There are also benefits to reading multiple books 
on the same topic, said D’Amelio. It builds knowl-
edge, and it exposes them to a variety of different 
texts. 

“Books can be like windows to another world, or 
like mirrors that reflect who we are or, or like sliding 
glass doors that open a pathway to something new,” 
said Murray. “That’s why it’s important for parents 
to read all kinds of books because we never know 
how kids will connect with a story or book. They 
need windows and mirrors and sliding glass doors.” 

AHS alum Nicholas Majeske encourages high school students to 
‘really think about what you enjoy doing, and then work hard to 
get through whatever will get you there.’

Barbara Meaders, first grade, Fidalgo 
Bubba Bugg by Stephen Cosgrove

This story is about a bug named Bubba. 
Bubba is big and strong. He depends on 

his strength and size to intimidate others. A 
small but brave bug named Glance stands up 
to Bubba and tries to help Bubba understand 
how his actions are hurting those around him. 
This story helps kids realize that non-violent 
resistance can be more powerful than intimi-
dation and physical violence. Kids begin to 
see and understand how power can shift 

away from a bully to an ‘upstander.’ 

Michael Hanes, fourth grade, Mt. Erie
The Twits by Roald Dahl

This is fictional comedy that is full of 
witty humor. The two main characters, 

Mr. and Mrs. Twit, are retired circus train-
ers who play practical jokes on each other 
throughout the story. I enjoy sharing this 
book with my class to remind them that 
reading is not merely an academic endeavor. 
Joy and laughter can be found within the 
pages of a book at any time. 

Monica Frost, second grade, Island View
Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson

This story is about a new girl in class who 
wants to make friends. The class isn’t 

interested in new friends, especially ones who 
are different. One day the new girl is gone, 
and no one knows why.  The teacher gives a 
lesson about how even small acts of kindness 
can change the world, by dropping a stone 
into a bowl of water, she says, ‘This is what 
kindness does; each little thing we do goes 
out, like a ripple, into the world.’ The class is 

stung by the opportunity that’s been lost.

Carter O’Donnell, kindergarten, Whitney
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

I love reading this book to children in the fall.  
It is a great introduction to seasons and life 

cycles for young children.  As they listen to 
Wilbur’s story, he grows up from piglet to full 
grown pig and he shares his feelings, worries 
and celebrations in his pig life.  This year, in 
particular, it was a wonderful story as we fo-
cused on our own feelings through the RULER 
(social-emotional) curriculum. Every day we 
could ‘check in’ on how we were feeling, and 

where we thought Wilbur would be on the ‘mood meter.’

Whitney parent Tore Nelsen reads aloud to his 5-year-
old daughter, Olivia. The importance of reading aloud to 
your child cannot be exaggerated, say district teachers. 

Reading experts MJ D’Amelio and Michelle Murray share perspectives

Why is reading books out loud important for learning?
What’s a favorite book  

to read out loud? 
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