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Graduates Sydney Goodrich and Quinn Coble celebrate after receiving their diplomas at the Anacortes High 
School Graduation Ceremony on Wednesday, June 16. 179 students graduated from AHS this year. From geography lessons 

to math units, creativity 
abounds in second-grade 

teacher Jaime Zullo’s Fidalgo 
Elementary School classroom. 
She finds ways to incorporate art 
almost daily, which is fun for the 
students, but for many, has actu-
ally helped them learn better and 
learn more.

Array Cityscapes
After studying and building ar-

rays for a couple of weeks, Zullo 
decided to challenge her students 
to find arrays in their everyday 
lives. Desks in rows, for example. 
Panes in a window. Why not cre-
ate an entire cityscape of arrays? 
Students got to work designing 
their buildings, each with various 
array combinations. By putting 
windows in rows and columns, 
they could create repeated math 
problems.

Second grader Lucy Plier 
struggled the most with design-
ing how tall she wanted her 
buildings to be and how many in 
total to have.

“The best part was gluing on 
the patterns and the windows. 

I’m an expert gluer. But figuring 
out which building would be 
next to which…that was hard,” 
Plier said.

Putting their book knowl-
edge into everyday application 
through a hands-on art project 
was the ultimate lesson for her 
kids, Zullo said. They began to 
recognize patterns and see arrays 
in their daily lives.

Flat Me Geography
To provide insight and knowl-

edge about the world around 
their students, all second-grade 
teachers at Fidalgo took on the 
Flat Me project, which incorpo-
rated art into their social studies 
lessons. 

First they read the book Flat 
Stanley by Jeff Brown. Then they 
created their own flat self and 
mailed it, along with a formal 
letter, to a friend or relative from 
anywhere in the US or beyond. 
The recipient was asked to take 
the Flat Me around with them for 
a week and keep a journal of the 
activities, then mail it back to the 

When her students were 
Zooming from home, 
Anacortes Middle 

School Bloc teacher Tammy  Tem-
pleton came close to abandoning 
one of her favorite projects.

Once students returned to in-
person classes, albeit in smaller 
cohorts, it took some time for ev-
eryone to adjust. The former buzz 
of kids socializing and discussing 
assignments was replaced with 
an awkward quiet. Class sizes 
were diminished by half, and 
desks were now six feet apart.

Templeton decided to give 
her project a try. Students had 
already studied the colonizations 

of India, Africa and the Middle 
East. They were now ready to 
look at a culture that refused to 
be colonized: Medieval Japan.  
And so the simulation began. 

The six-week unit had to be 
scaled back considerably due to 
social distancing measures, but it 
was still a huge success. In teams, 
or as individuals, students stud-
ied the Shogunate Era through a 
series of academic, physical and 
artistic challenges..

“The timing was perfect,” said 
Templeton. “The simulation was 
really interactive and collabora-
tive, and it forced them to work 
with each other, which they 

hadn’t done in months.”
In a similar vein as the game of 

Risk, teams such as Hokkaido or 
Edo, competed in challenges to 
earn “armies” with the end goal 
of becoming a shogun.

Seventh grader Caleb 
O’Donnell has always loved 
strategy games and said the as-
signment made researching and 
taking quizzes not only easier but 
also more interesting. His team, 
Hokkaido, sought an alliance 

with the bottom-tiered Nagasaki 
as a strategy to wipe out all the 
middle teams. It worked.

Charlotte Santos also had fun 
learning about the history of 
Japan. Her favorite challenges 
were the physical tests, such as 
the chopstick relay.

“We were all really motivated 
to learn and remember what we 
needed to because we were hav-
ing fun and more importantly, 
our teammates were relying on 
us,” Santos said.

Clearly there’s higher compre-
hension when the task is hands-
on, Templeton said. Looking 
at Buddhism and then actually 

building a pagoda is a deeper 
level of thinking.

Edo team member Isabelle Ree 
loved the artistic challenges be-
cause “it’s more engaging when 
you have to create things like 
origami animals or banners.”

The culmination of the simula-
tion was a written argumentative 
piece on the policy of isolation-
ism, a critical thinking assign-
ment that would not have been 
met with nearly as much enthusi-
asm had it been given as a stand 
alone assignment.

“It was just so good to see 
them laughing and thinking 
together,” Templeton said.

AMS 7th grader Charlotte Santos en-
joyed learning about the history of 
Japan in Tammy Templeton's class. 
Templeton teaches history and cul-
ture through a series of academic, 
physical, and artistic challenges.

Jaime Zullo brings art into a variety 
of subject matter

From arrays to ‘Flat 
Me,’ Fidalgo teachers 
use art to educate

AMS students travel to ancient Japan in Risk-style simulation
Teacher Tammy Templeton resurrected project when kids returned to in-person learning

“The simulation was really interactive 
and collaborative, and it forced them to 
work with each other, which they hadn’t 

done in months.” 
— Tammy Templeton, AMS Bloc teacher

Graduate Tamaria Warnokowski spoke to her fellow graduates at the Cap Sante High School Graduation Ceremony 
on Friday, June 11. 15 students graduated from Cap Sante this year. 

Students in Jamie Zullo's second grade class learn about geography and 
culture through their "Flat Me" project. 

Congrats to the Class of 2021!
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Shout Outsthanks to mrs. hawkins

Mrs. Hawkins is my daughter’s first-
grade teacher and she has been so 

kind, patient, and understanding with all 
the changes this year. We appreciate her so 
much for going above and beyond for her 
students! We cannot thank you enough! 

— Challon Walker, parent 

Angie Hawkins is one of the most 
amazing teachers our daughters have 

had. I don’t know how our little girl would 
have gotten through this year without her! 

— Eric Rice, parent 

andrew fountain
brings the optimism

This shoutout goes to Andrew Fountain,
Island View Elementary. Thank you 

for being so optimistic in this difficult time 
this year. My daughter was always look-
ing forward to seeing you when she was 
going to school and thanks to you she was 
always looking forward to going to school 
and being in your class. Thank you for 
always being so patient with her. She will 
miss you dearly next year. 

— Roxana Guzman De Becerra, parent 

respect and kindness
from the life skills team

I want to thank the amazing high school 
Life Skills team. April Lyons-Dixon runs 

an awesome class that brings so much 
joy to my daughter. I cannot imagine the 
chaotic scheduling she juggles with such 
grace. Mrs. Rosas, Ms. Brenda, Mr. Chris, 
Mr. Zac, and Ms. Tiffany are all amazing 
paras. They love and treat each child with 
respect and kindness. I could not imag-
ine a better group of people to trust my 
daughter’s education and care with. 

— Fallon DeMet, parent 

shafer-mccarroll brings 
dedication, experience

I would like to 
send a shout out 

for Tere Shafer-
McCarroll at 
Whitney. Tere 
consistently goes 
above and beyond 
in her support 
of students and 
families, as well 
as her team. Her 
dedication and ex-
perience inspire the 
people around her, 

myself included. Thank you Tere, you are 
amazing! 

— Megan Nash, SLP at Whitney

meaningful work by the
anti-racist committee

I want to express my gratitude to Keiko 
McCracken and Jamie Woodards for 

their fearless leadership of the Anti-Racist 
Committee. Each month they planned and 
coordinated meaningful work for the com-
mittee to learn and reflect on. I am truly 
humbled to have gotten the opportunity 
to learn from them and everyone who 
participated in the committee. 

— Molly Huggins, teacher 

above and beyond
by mrs. cooper

I want to send a shout out to Mrs. Cooper. 
She has put in extra effort to engage 

students this year under difficult circum-
stances. She has made connections and 
relationships with students yet also held 
them accountable to be responsible for 
their learning. Mrs. Cooper has communi-
cated with parents and students and made 
herself available to help when needed. She 
has helped our son find success this year 
and fostered a continual love for math and 
learning. 

— Rachel & Jesse Hofheimer, parents

grateful to mount erie staff

We are so grateful for the entire staff at
Mount Erie Elementary! While this 

year featured many challenges, the staff 
remained positive, friendly and support-
ive. Even at the end of the school year I 
still hear staff greet and say goodbye to 
students each day. Thank you teachers, 
paraeducators, office and custodial staff. 
And thank you Principal Schwartz for 
your leadership! 

— Ben and Candace Boatright, parents 

devoted to the pta

I would like to give a special shout out 
to Kathy Boger, Sue Lavell Warm, 

Chelsey Lee Harrold and Amy Roberts 
for being an incredible and devoted part 
of the Mount Erie Elementary PTA. They 
are a valuable part of the community that 
helped our school during some pretty 
unusual times. I’m proud to have stood 
beside these special ladies. I would like 
to give a special shout out to our Prin-
cipal, Mr. Kevin Schwartz from Mount 
Erie Elementary. He did an excellent job 
navigating our unusual school year during 
the pandemic. He provided us with some 
much needed calm, strength and leader-
ship at the helm during the storm, and for 
that we are grateful! #GoMustangs 

— Cynthia Camacho, PTA President

boosting the boosters

The Athletic Department would like to 
give a loud shout out to the Seahawk 

Athletic Booster Association (SABA) vol-
unteers and specifically, Patricia Bickley, 
Romany Kerr, Vicki Long and Amy 
Schnabel. SABA is incredibly supportive 
of our student athletes and partnered with 
the Athletic Department to facilitate a way 
for families and friends to come to games. 

They were on board and happily ready 
to help with covering the entrances into 
the stadium and gymnasium and checking 
people in at all of the home games. Thank 
you SABA! 

— AHS Athletic Department 

health team navigates
difficult times

Our health room teams across the
district and Nurse Emily have done 

such a tremendous job this year. They 
have worked closely with the health 
department and our schools to navigate 
this pandemic while keeping staff and 
students safety at the core of their efforts. I 
am grateful to have them on our team. On 
behalf of all of us who have benefited from 
their hard work and dedication, thank you 
so much! They are the best. 

— Kevin Schwartz, principal

amazing, caring, supportive

I’d like to send a shout out to Ms. Wedul
at Island View Elementary. Not only is 

she an absolutely amazing teacher but also 
a wonderfully caring and supportive per-
son. She has helped my daughter succeed 
in her learning and I am forever thankful. 
Hooray for Ms. Wedul!  

— Lisa Dunlap, parent 

appreciating a complicated
job well-done

I would like to give a hearty Shout Out to 
all of my colleagues in the ASD Trans-

portation Department, including boss 
Karen Garrison, dispatcher Kristi Lang, 
mechanics Jeff Abrahamse and Rob 
Armstrong, and all of my fellow school 
bus drivers for their gracious profession-
alism throughout this past school year. 
Few people not directly involved in bus 
operations appreciate all of the complexi-
ties of what we do, and the COVID risks 
and restrictions, staffing shortages and 
frequent changes in schedules through-
out the 2020-21 school year added to the 
challenges. Yet every student aboard our 
buses was accommodated, whatever the 
circumstances, and was delivered — safely 
— to wherever they needed to be, and 
everybody at the bus garage maintained a 
sense of humor. No small accomplishment! 

— Arlene Cook, bus driver

the perfect teacher

Thank you Mrs. D’Amelio for teaching 
us! I liked being in your class because I 

had the perfect teacher. Have a great sum-
mer Mrs. D’Amelio! 

— Zeke Boatright, student 

positive impacts

I have no doubt that many staff members 
and students at Anacortes High School 

would say Dana John makes a positive 
impact at our school. Each staff member 
and student can count on Dana for help. 
Her personality is inviting to all. Her 
smile and laughter is contagious. When 
I switched back into teaching from the 
counseling office, I had no idea that Dana 

John would serve as my mentor. She is 
always there for me when I have ques-
tions about technology, assisting with my 
advisory, creating awesome websites for 
my students, and just being inspirational. 
My teaching confidence has increased 
thanks to Dana John. I know she has been 
instrumental to others this school year. 
Her flexibility and patience in sharing 
the library space for health attestations, 
extra classroom space, teaching advi-
sory, Library Curbside, and Bookaplooza 
deserve extra shout outs from all staff and 
students. Thank you Dana John for being 
you. We love you! 

— Mrs. Fank and AHS staff

ams students and staff
say thanks 
We would like to thank you Mr. Mark

Kitchen for all of your hard work, in-
genuity, talent and caring for the students 
and staff in the Anacortes Middle School 
Life Skills classroom through this chal-
lenging year of in person instruction! The 
apparatus you constructed to attach the 
plexiglass window divider to a table for us 
to be able to do hand over hand instruc-
tion with one of our students was genius! 
We thank you also, for all the little things 
you do for all of us too, such as hanging 
the birdhouse outside our classroom win-
dow! Our students have had sooooo much 
fun watching its little inhabitants!

Also, thank you 
Mrs. Cicotte for 
your love & care 
of our Life Skill 
students! You pur-
chased so many 
new things for our 
students to enjoy 
exercising with 
during P.E. this 
year, like punch 
balls, horse shoes, 
scooters, etc. that 
they didn’t even 

know that they were truly exercising! We 
can’t thank you enough! You’ve always 
been there for them for many many years! 

— Mrs. Earwood, Ms. McChesney 
& AMS LS students

learning with ms. mansfield

We would like to shout out Ms. Man-
sfield, 1st grade teacher at Island 

View. She is an exceptional teacher! She 
goes above and beyond for her students! 
She also works very closely with them. We 
were worried about this year being hard, 
last year was cut short and the beginning 
of the year was online, there was abso-
lutely no need to worry! She helped our 
student transition gracefully! Every day 
my student (Marcus Rucker) comes home 
talking about something new he learned, 
something he did and something he 
thought was funny. He’s always coming 
out of class with a smile on his face. We 
have had the luxury of her being our fam-
ily’s first grade teacher for a few years! It 
has been a joy every year! 

— The Rucker family 

librarians say thanks! 
A huge shout out to the Anacortes Ro-

tary Club, Anacortes Schools Founda-
tion and the Mount Erie PTA for their gen-
erous support of the ASD school libraries! 
This has been an exceptional year and the 
libraries were hit with no budget for new 
books. With the funds provided by these 
organizations we were able to purchase 
titles to support our Social Emotional 
support program, expand the diversity of 
our collections, bring in award nominees 
and winners, replace titles that went home 
with students in the spring of 2020 and 
complete some of our series. Also we were 
able to purchase newly released Graphic 
Novels for each of our 5th grade students. 
We are so very grateful to these organiza-
tions and their support of our students! 
Thank you! 

— Dana John, AHS librarian; 
Nancy White, Mount Erie librarian; 

Hannah Davis, Island View librarian

rocking asd@home

I would like to give a shout out to Robert 
Hancock. Mr. Hancock has gone above 

and beyond in supporting our son this 
year in the ASD@home program. We ap-
preciate all the time and effort he has put 
in to make a personal connection in the 
remote environment. 

— Tere Shafer-McCarroll, parent and teacher 

Barbara Cicotte

Across the district our PTAs have been instrumental this year in support of our schools, staff, 
and students. Members of the Mt. Erie PTA received several shout outs for their work this year. 
Photographed (top to bottom, L-R) are: Susan Warm, Rabecah Morris, Cynthia Camacho, Amy 
Roberts, Chelsey Harrold, Tina Shibley, Mt. Erie Principal Kevin Schwartz, and Kathy Boger. 

Tere Shafer-McCarroll

The district nursing team has navigated a challenging year with grace, teamwork, and utmost 
care for students. Photographed are: Ivee Morgan, Emily Wade, and Annie Monroe. Their work 
is supported by heathroom aides and other support staff in all buildings. 
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Dr. Justin Irish
Superintendent

 “I finally broke out of 
my shell and became 

who I am.” 
— Mekelle Elguezabal, AHS

Through all the 
challenges 
this year, the 

care and support 
our community 
provided stand 
above all else. To 
all our community 
partners: thank 
you for helping us 
head-on as we ap-
proached every ob-
stacle. Thank you 
to the Anacortes 

Schools Foundation, the City of Ana-
cortes, Chamber of Commerce, Port of 
Anacortes, Island Hospital and Founda-

tion, Anacortes Family Center, Anacortes 
Police Department, Marathon, Shell, 
Senior College, Rotary Clubs, Kiwanis 
Clubs, and Soroptimist Clubs. Thank you 
to our PTAs, parent and student leaders, 
and each of you who reached out to show 
your support.

Anacortes is strong. Anacortes is re-
silient. Anacortes is community. And for 
this, I am grateful.

As we wrap up this year, I want to 
share the steps we are taking to ensure we 
have an effective recovery plan next fall 
for our students:

Defining annual goals that are measur-
able and transparent to our community 
- improve current systems that support

schools and classrooms
Setting high expectations for student 

learning – establish systems, structures, 
and beliefs that support students to reach 
their highest potential

Providing universal supports available 
to all students – address academic, social, 
and mental health needs

Monitoring and assessing student 
learning to help educators identify 
students’ specific knowledge, skills, and 
understanding – build on each student’s 
strengths and specific needs for recovery 
and acceleration

Engaging students, families, and com-
munity in future planning – identify addi-
tional support and resource for academic 

growth and student well-being
We know learning cannot take place 

without addressing students’ social and 
emotional health. Learning is academic 
– and social and emotional. Next year,
our annual goals will reflect promoting a
learning environment based on relation-
ships, social interaction, and rigorous
learning opportunities.

We also know student and family 
voices and feedback are critical for im-
proving systems. As we move forward, 
we will create multiple opportunities to 
engage with you so that we can, together, 
respond to our students’ needs.

We are strong. We are resilient. We are 
community. And, for this, I am grateful.

Grateful to a strong, resilient ASD community 

The Class of 2021 is full of travelers 
and adventure-seekers, academics 
and athletes, skilled laborers and oth-

ers who are taking some time to figure out 
what their future holds. Here’s a look:

Alex Chonka
Anacortes High School 

Born and raised in
Anacortes, Alex’s 

favorite memory of his 
13 years in the district 
is the AVID trip to 
Eastern Washington 
where he got to stay on 
the campus of EWU. 
He is the president of 
the metals club, and 
although it didn’t 
meet in person this 

year because of Covid, he says it was still 
fun. He learned the biggest lessons from 
Mr. Boyce, who taught him to be more 
assertive about what he wants. One of 
Alex’s past projects is still being used in 
the metals classes to this day. When he’s 
not in school, Alex is busy doing physi-
cal training to prepare himself to enlist 
as an Infantryman in the Army, which he 
plans to do as soon as his paperwork is 
complete. This summer, Alex will be busy 
working at North harbor Diesel while he 
awaits word on basic training.

Jadyn Coghlan
Anacortes High School

Jadyn Coghlan’s
post-high school 

path starts here in 
Anacortes, where she 
will take online courses 
at Skagit Valley Col-
lege to help her find 
possible areas of study 
and earn her A.A. 
After that, who knows? 
Jadyn didn’t want to 
move to a university 

and spend money without getting a feel 
for where her passions lie. Following her 
creative passion has always been impor-
tant and she gives credit to two specific 
teachers for allowing her to do so. “Mrs. 
Burkland lets you explore your interests 
at your own pace. And Mrs. Moore was 
always approachable; I could talk to her 
about anything.” Jadyn moved to Ana-
cortes from California in the third grade, 
and says one of her best memories was the 
Camp Orkila trip. This summer, you might 
see Jadyn if you visit the Lopez Ice Cream 
Truck.

Mekelle Elguezabal
Anacortes High School

Born just outside
of Boise, Idaho, 

Mekelle Elguezabal 
dreamed of attending 
Boise State University 
as a child. Her dream 
will come true in the 
fall when she heads 
back to Boise to major 
in music education 
with a minor in Basque 
studies. The fifth 
grade trip to Moun-

tain School was a highlight since Mekelle 
loves being outside, but topping the list 

of school highlights is her senior year. “I 
finally broke out of my shell and became 
who I am.” Thanks to Ms. Anderson, 
Mekelle has learned to be fiercely and 
unapologetically herself. She is deeply 
grateful to Mr. Burnett who was sincere in 
making sure she was okay on a daily basis. 
From band director Mr. Dyel, she learned 
that she can be a good leader, and from 
Mrs. Reynolds she got the support and 
love she needed.

Abby Schnabel
Anacortes High School

“I’m grateful for all 
the opportuni-

ties in and out of the 
classroom that I’ve had 
throughout my years 
here,” says Abby Sch-
nabel, who moved here 
in third grade, after 
several military moves. 
“It’s obvious the teach-
ers care about us and 
want us to succeed, so 

I always wanted to do my best because 
I knew they believed in me.” She names 
Mr. Guzik, Mrs. Cooper and Ms. Ander-
son as having had the biggest impact on 
her schooling. Abby will study political 
science and economics at Yale University 
next fall through Air Force ROTC. Upon 
college graduation, she will be commis-
sioned as an officer and serve four years. 
At this point she is not sure whether she 
will make a career out of the military or 
pursue a career in government. For now, 
she is just excited that her class is having 
an in-person graduation after a year of so 
many cancelled events. 

Harley Hough
Cap Sante High School

Harley Hough attended Cap Sante 
High School for two and a half years 

and worked hard to earn enough credits to 
graduate with his class this year. Teacher 
Kim Stamper lauds his amazing strides 
in the home stretch, saying “he worked 
tirelessly to get to where he is.” Harley is 
relieved to be done with high school and is 

very excited to study at Skagit Valley Col-
lege next year where he will work through 
the automotive program or the culinary 
arts program. He says his fifth grade 
teacher Mrs. Meaders has the biggest 
impact on his school career because she 
helped him get through a lot of things he 
was through at the time. And he wishes to 
thank Mr. Boyce for teaching him so many 
life lessons about the adult world. 

Sara Kumar
Anacortes High School

One of the most pro-
found lessons Sara 

Kumar learned came 
from her two years as a 
student representative 
on the school board. 
Attending meetings, 
researching, and 
presenting to the board 
and community helped 
her gain a new confi-
dence. “It taught me 

to be prepared for unexpected challenges 
and to listen to others.” During her time 
on the board, she conducted two studies: 
1. student-teacher relationships and how 
teachers can more effectively make their 
students feel valued and 2. Hiring and 
retaining staff of color. She is thankful for 
Mrs. Cooper who helped her learn to enjoy 
math and for Mr. Welk, who was simply a 
really friendly teacher. She will enter the 
engineering program at the University of 
Washington to study biomedical engineer-
ing in the fall.

Sienna Gallahar
Anacortes High School

Sienna Gallahar is excited to be head-
ing to Western Washington University 

in the fall, and while she is torn between 
a major in physics and pre-law, she does 
eventually want to pursue law school. 
Ever since she was a child, she has been 
fascinated with lawyers, dressing up as 
one for every career day in school. When 
she’s not studying, Sienna enjoys playing 
piano, which she’s been doing for the last 
eight years. She’s also recently learned 
guitar and ukulele. Sienna would like to 
thank Mrs. Pullen for supporting her in 
many ways and for always being open 
and non-judgemental. Her most meaning-
ful experience in school was as a T.A. in 
the high school Life Skills class. “I grew a 
lot from working in that classroom. It will 
always stick with me.” 

Woojun Jeong
Anacortes High School

When Woojun
Jeong was in 

fifth grade his family 
moved to Anacortes 
from South Korea. His 
family instilled in him 
a strong work ethic 
and the ambition to 
pursue higher educa-
tion. In fact, much of 
his mother’s life was 
dedicated to help-

ing her children create a bright future for 
themselves. Woojun’s love of music led 
him to become very involved in the band 
program and says his fondest memory 
of his school years is spending time with 

band director Ian Simensen, who was 
always there for him to offer whatever 
Woojun needed. “I’m so thankful that I 
got to spend a year with him.” A bassist 
for the jazz band and jazz choir, Woojun 
admits his real instrument of choice is 
classical guitar. He credits his mother, a 
pianist and piano teacher with influenc-
ing him greatly in this area, teaching 
him all he knows about classical music. 
Woojun will attend University of Southern 
California to study biological sciences as a 
pre-med path. He is particularly interested 
in oncology. While he will miss his friends 
and the weather of the PNW, he is looking 
very forward to USC, where he will be sur-
rounded by academically-driven peers. 

Alaina Schafer
Cap Sante High School

Alaina Schafer has 
always wanted 

to pursue a career in 
the beauty industry 
and is excited to be 
heading to Evergreen 
Beauty College to 
work toward her 
cosmetology license. 
When she looks back 
through her years of 
Anacortes schooling, 

she says, “I had an abundance of amazing 
teachers who helped me get to where I 
am.” In particular, she is grateful for Mrs. 
Dunham, Ms. Moore, and most recently, 
Ms. Engman and Mrs. Stamper for helping 
her become motivated to work toward her 
goal of finishing school. Alaina admits to 
always struggling with feeling accepted, 
and school never brought her great joy. 
So she decided to try Cap Sante her junior 
year, and it made a world of difference. 
Learning at her own pace and completing 
assignments on her own worked marvel-
ously for her learning style. Her advice 
to underclassmen is to live without fear 
of judgement or failure because later on 
in life, you will want to celebrate your ac-
complishments, not your regrets. 

Alaura Swanson
Anacortes High School

“I honestly can’t
say there was 

anything I didn’t like 
about school grow-
ing up. It was fun 
and always made me 
feel accomplished.” 
Swanson, who at-
tended Anacortes 
Schools her entire life, 
save kindergarten, will 
celebrate graduation 

and surviving this crazy year by going 
skydiving. Annual Christmas concerts 
with Mr. Jones, the warmth of Mrs. Wahl-
gren’s first grade class and the motivation 
and mutual respect from Mrs. Wedul top 
the list of memorable teachers. Swanson 
adds that her love of poetry and analyzing 
literature is a direct result of Mrs. Masters, 
who has given Swanson motivation to last 
for years to come. Next year, she will be 
attending Arizona State University. “The 
far out is all in my imagination. I’m just 
going to see where life takes me. I’ve spent 
so many years worrying heavily about the 
answer, but now I’m just going to trust 
the process.”

Seniors detail post-grad plans, reflect on ASD careers

Alex Chonka

Woojun Jeong

Mekelle 
Elguezabal

Abby Schnabel

Sara Kumar

Jadyn Coghlan

Alaura Swanson

Alaina Schafer

Kim Stamper and Harley Hough
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2021 sports seasons were unlike any year before
Students look back on truncated three-season approach

Spring brought a whirlwind 
of condensed sports seasons 
and an increase of fans in 

the stands. Here’s a look at the 
remainder of spring sports and 
all of the winter sports.

Baseball 
Ben Fountain

Senior Ben Fountain has been
hitting, catching and throw-

ing for 12 years and says base-
ball is the ideal sport because 
you can always play it. “When-
ever I want to play, it’s easy to 
just grab a ball and go.” He also 
credits the sport with helping 
him make good friends and 
meet new people. This year, his 
biggest takeaway was to make 
the most of every minute. With 
such a short season, it was over 
before we knew it, he said. Of 
Coach Pat Swapp, Fountain says 
he’s a great person to look up 
to. “He [Swapp] always pushes 
us to do better and be better. He 
wants us to fulfill our potential.” 
Next year, Fountain heads to 
Boise State University to study 
applied mathematics.

Softball
Trina Hudson

Being precise and paying atten-
tion to every single aspect are 

the keys to what senior Trina Hud-
son considers a very challenging 
sport. She’s been playing softball 
for six years and says she’s always 
learning and improving, in part 
thanks to her coach, Tom Swapp. 
“He’s hard on us, but in the right 
way. He pushes us and makes sure 
we learn everything we need to, but 
at our own pace.” She’s played just 
about every position, but most re-
cently she held right and left field, 
which she loves because catching 
high balls is really fun. Her favorite 
part of the sport, though,  is batting. 
“When you get a hit, it feels great 
and the whole team gets pumped 
up.” Hudson is very grateful for 
being able to have a season, no mat-
ter how short. In the fall, she will 
attend Central Washington Univer-
sity in Ellensburg.

Winter Cheerleading
Bella Douglas 

Sophomore Bella Douglas moved
to Anacortes two years ago 

and joined the cheer team as a fun 
way to get to know people. Turns 
out, it was the right decision. She 
has made great friends and loves 
supporting the sports teams in 
an involved way. While she had 
some unrelated dance experience, 
cheerleading was totally new to 
her. That’s the beauty of it. “Any-
one can try out. As long as you’re 
willing to put in the time, you’ll do 
great,” she said. After working at a 
camp on Orcas this summer, Doug-
las will move again, this time to 
Idaho. She has already auditioned 
and made the cheer squad at her 
new school, too.

Senior Ben Fountain learned to make the most of this year's shortened baseball season.  

Senior Trina Hudson loves all aspects of softball, but especially being at bat. 

Girls’ Golf
Lauren Gere 

Though she took up golf 
for the first time last 

year, junior Lauren Gere 
admits this was really her 
first year with the sport 
since last spring all sports 
were canceled after only 
two weeks. She credits the 
game with teaching her pa-
tience above all else. “You 
can’t get a good score by 
getting ahead of yourself. 
It’s best to just relax and 
take it one shot at a time.” 
This philosophy helped 
her reach a PR of 52. Gere 
says her favorite club is the 
driver because it’s a great 
feeling when you hit the 
ball super far. Bonding with 
teammates and her coaches 
was a highlight for Gere. “I 
looked forward to practic-
ing every day because I 
knew I was going to have 
fun. Everyone was so posi-
tive and made the best out 
of this weird season.”

Junior Lauren Gere practices her golf swing 
after taking up the sport in the last year. 

Sophomore Bella Douglas enjoyed 
making new friends and learning a 
new sport in cheerleading. 

Boys Swim and Dive
Noah Masten 

The importance of team camaraderie is one of the
biggest lessons senior Noah Masten has learned 

from his seven years swimming. A two-time state com-
petitor, Noah’s best events are the 100-fly and the 100 
backstroke. He says swimming has taught him to push 
through the pain and to consistently work hard. Noah 
will be attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo next fall to 
study computer engineering.

Senior Noah Masten has enjoyed the camaraderie that has 
come from seven years of swimming. 
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Girls Basketball
Alizee Hargrove 

What Alizee Hargrove
loves most about her 

sport is the thrill of the 
game. As post, she enjoys 
playing defense and 
says,”If you don’t have a 
good defense, it’s hard to 
win the game.” Hargrove, 
who has played basketball 
since the fourth grade, 
says the most challenging 
part of this season was 
bonding with teammates 
in such a short amount of 
time. Communication is 
key in the game, so team-
mates really need to know 
each other well. From her 
coach she has learned 
that you have to face your 
challenges head on; you 
can’t go around them, you 
have to go through them. 
Hargrove's next challenge 
in life is college. She’ll 
head to Washington State 
University in the fall to 
study graphic design. 

Bowling
Lauren Harrison

As the sole member on the team,
Lauren Harrision is just grateful 

to have had a season this year. When 
she first heard that San Juan Lanes 
was closing, she was pretty upset. 
Fortunately,her coach Teresa Syms got 
all the parts in place for Harrison to be 
able to compete. She practices daily at 
the middle school on a mat. She has 
learned to be patient and to listen. “It 
can really help your game if you pay 
attention to advice or strategies that 
other people share with you,” she said. 
Harrison has always wanted to be a 
teacher and will start pursuing that 
dream  at Skagit Valley College in the 
fall. Senior Lauren Harrison has learned 

patience and strategy through bowling.
Coach Teresa Syms shows off the 
team's shirts. 

Senior Alizee Hargrove has learned that communication is key in basketball and in life. 

Boys Basketball
Alek Miller 

Alek Miller is more
than comfortable on 

a basketball court having 
played for 14 years. As a 
guard, he enjoys the team 
aspect of the game most, 
noting that the best part of 
the sport is when you get 
a win based on teamwork. 
“I learned that you really 
can achieve anything with 
hard work and determi-
nation.” Miller is happy 
to have gotten to play 
this year and is espe-
cially grateful that all three 
teams (C, JV and Varsity) 
got to get some games 
in. In the fall, Miller will 
attend Gonzaga University 
to study engineering.Senior Alek Miller enjoys the teamwork and hard work that goes into basketball. 

Wrestling
Ayden Swain

Weekly Covid tests and
mandatory masks 

made it possible for senior 
Ayden Swain and his team 
to have a season, albeit 
shorter than he would have 
liked. The last four years 
of wrestling have taught 
Swain, who wrestles at 132 
pounds, that you can al-
ways push yourself harder 
than you think. He also 
learned to enter practice ev-
ery day trying to improve. 
Swain’s favorite takedown 
is the sweep single. He is 
currently awaiting a call for 
his two year mission, which 
he will start after gradua-
tion. Senior Ayden Swain has learned that constant improvement is the goal for success in wrestling. 

Boys Tennis
Hayden Long

Playing tennis is practically like breathing to
Hayden Long, who has played the game his 

entire life. He prefers doubles as he enjoys work-
ing with a teammate to play smart tennis. “You’re 
always thinking, assessing your opponent in warm-
ups and playing to their weaknesses.” This year 
was both sad and bright, Long says. It was disap-
pointing not  to do any post season playoffs, but at 
the same time, the lack of stress about making it to 
districts made the season pure fun, which is why he 
started playing tennis to begin with. Long, who has 
always wanted to return to the south where his fam-
ily is from, will attend Auburn University to study 
chemical engineering. 

Senior Hayden Long enjoys doubles tennis where he and 
his teammate can assess their competition. 
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Impact program enriches summer months

Given the amount of time students 
and staff had eyes on a screen this 
year, ASD librarians put together 

a summer reading list sure to satisfy 
even the most reluctant reader: chapter 
books, picture books, novels, memoirs, 
graphic novels, science fiction, sports, 
young adult literature and fantasy. These 
recommendations are listed by school, 
and there’s something here for everyone. 
Happy reading!

Special thanks to Hannah Davis, Dana 
John, Kristin Pigeon, Catherine 
VanderKooy, Nancy White and Janet 
Wilken for inspiring students to think, 
question and grow through reading.

Fidalgo
Dragon Masters: 
Rise of the Earth 
Dragon by Tracey 
West

This series has
it all! Dragons, 

dragon masters, 
magic, adventure 
and so much 
more! It keeps the 
reader guessing 
and excited for 
more. 

Island View
Finding Langston 
by Lesa Cline-
Ransome

This award
winning 

book paints an 
intimate look at 
a young man as 
he relocates from 
Alabama to Chi-
cago as part of the 
Great Migration. 
Langston expe-

riences bullying but finds a safe place 
within the walls of the public library. 
Discovering a book of Langston Hughes’ 
poetry helps Langston, not only cope 
with the loss of his mother’s death, but 
also gain confidence in himself.

Flora & Ulysses: 
The Illuminated 
Adventures  
by Kate DiCamillo

Do you ever
find your-

self talking to 
animals? Can you 
imagine help-
ing an ordinary 
animal become 
a superhero? In 
this story, Flora 

saves the life of a squirrel from a vacuum 
cleaner and names him Ulysses. The two 
then team up, using Ulysses’ superpow-

ers to conquer villains and protect the 
weak.

Who Would 
Win?: Ultimate 
Showdown  
by Jerry Pallotta

Have you ever
wondered 

who would win 
in a battle, a 
grizzly bear or a 
polar bear? In this 
fun, non-fiction 
series, you can 
find out what 
advantages each 

animal would have in a faceoff battle! 
Learn interesting facts about your favorite 
animals and see how they compare.

Sugar in Milk by Thrity Umrigar

A young immigrant girl struggles 
with loneliness in her new country, 

America. One day, her aunt takes her on 
a walk and shares an old myth from their 
culture. The tale helps her embrace her 
new place and people in her life. This 
story is sure to sweeten your summer.

Mt. Erie
Lift by Minh Lê

This beautiful,
imaginative 

picture book tells 
the story of Iris, 
who loves to 
push the elevator 
button. When her 
little brother takes 
over this job from 
her, she is upset. 

Then she finds a broken elevator button 
in the trash and tapes it to her wall. When 
she pushes this button, she is transported 
on adventures to far away places. She 
must decide if she is going to take her 
brother with her or not.

The Last Firehawk: The Ember Stone  
by Katrina Charman

A beginning fantasy chapter book 
series, with an owl, squirrel and 

adventure!
Friendship, quest and the lesson of 

believing in oneself! Tag and Skyla set off 
on a quest to save their home from an evil 
vulture, Thorn. They will need help from 
the last living firehawk to find the ember 
stone, which has the potential to save 
their land.

Race to the Sun by Rebecca Roanhorse

This is a fun and fast paced middle 
grade fantasy adventure, with mon-

sters and Navajo mythology. Nizhoni Be-
gay, (her first name is pronounced Ni-jho-
knee), can see monsters. She, her brother 
Mac and best friend Davery are thrust into 
a rescue mission to save her father.

The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall

A fun summer read for middle grade 
readers. The four Penderwick sisters, 

their dog, Hound and their father rent a 
cottage on the large Arundel Hall estate 
in Massachusetts. They soon meet Jeffrey, 
the son of the estate owner, icy-hearted 
Mrs. Tifton. Jeffrey becomes a perfect 
companion for their many adventures. 
This delightful story is full of adven-
ture and humor, sprawling gardens, a 
treasure-filled attic, tame rabbits, and the 
cook who makes the best gingerbread.

Anacortes Middle School
They Called Us Enemy by George Takei 

This powerful graphic novel tells the
story of how George Takei (an actor 

best known for his role as Hikaru Sulu in 
Star Trek) survived four years as a child 
imprisoned in an internment camp dur-
ing World War II. They Called Us Enemy 
is Takei’s firsthand account of the years 
spent living behind barbed wire with 
armed guards, and how his experiences 
led him to where he is today — an author, 
an actor, and an activist.

Brown Girl Dreaming  
by Jacqueline Woodson

This compelling memoir tells the child-
hood story of Jacqueline Woodson. 

Woodson shares, through poems, what 
it was like growing up in both the north 
and the south during the 1960’s and 70’s.

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire  
by John August

An exciting novel that mixes mystery
and adventure and brings the reader 

into a whole new world. Follow along 
as Arlo Finch moves to a new town and 
discovers ancient and dark forces in the 
forest surrounding his home.

Anacortes High School
When You Were Everything  
by Ashley Woodfolk

Who would know anything about
friendship drama in high school? 

In this realistic, coming-of-age story, Cleo 
and Layla’s friendship is nearly torn to 
shreds. Read When You Were Everything 
by Ashley Woodfolk to see if they will be 
able to put the pieces back together. For 
fans of I’ll Give You the Sun and Dump-
lin’.

Rule of Wolves by Leigh Bardugo

Fast paced and suspenseful fantasy
from one of my favorite YA authors, 

Leigh Bardugo brings us the finale of #1 
New York Times bestselling The King of 
Scars duology. Nikolai Lantsov (king), 
Zoya Nazyalensky (general) and Nena 
Zenik (spy) are up against the Fjerds in 
the fight to save their kingdom. If you 
liked Shadow and Bone, and the Six of 
Crows, then you will love to return to 
Grishaverse!

The Cat I Never Named  
by Amra Sabic-El-Rayess

The Cat I Never Named: A True Story
of Love, War, and Survival by Amra 

Sabic-El-Rayess is an Excellence in Young 
Adult Nonfiction Finalist from the Young 
Adult Library Services Association. Amra 
is 16 years old in Bihac, Bosnia. This is her 
and her family’s hopeful story of survival 
in 1992 in the midst of violent clashes 
between the Serbs and Bosnians.

Golden Arm  
by Carl Deuker

Carl Deuker is a
Seattle author 

and the most 
popular sports 
fiction writer at 
AHS. Golden Arm 
is a coming-of-age 
story that follows 
“Laz” from the Jet 
City trailer park. 
When his high 
school loses their 
baseball team, he 

chooses to move in with another family in 
a wealthy school district to pitch for their 
team so he may have a chance for the 
major leagues. He’s left his half brother, 
Antonio and mother and ultimately has 
to decide between family and career.

District librarians recommend a wide variety of summer reads

Art projects. Hikes through 
the forest. Berry iden-
tification and harvest-

ing. Summertime brings many 
fun activities, and next month, 
140 students in kindergarten 
through fifth grades will get to 
do all these and more as part of 
the Impact summer enrichment 
and learning program. 

Held at Fidalgo Elementary 
School this year, the program 
emphasizes enrichment while 
solidifying critical learn-
ing from previous years and 
knowledge-building for the 
upcoming year. The program 
has evolved over the years from 
summer Learning and Lunches 
to the kindergarten readiness 
program called Jump Start. In 
2019, the district implemented 
Impact summer learning, which 
was canceled last summer due 
to Covid-19.

Impact program coordinator 
Nicole Mortimer is excited about 

the new integrated approach 
that gives students a purpose for 
what they’re learning. 

“The goal is enrichment and 
fun. The kids will be getting 
deeper learning and opportuni-
ties for application, and it will 
be engaging but rigorous,” she 
said.

Director of Teaching and 
Learning Angie Miller worked 
with teachers to create a unique 
curriculum that addresses math 
and English Language Arts 
(ELA) learning targets at each 
grade level while incorporating 
additional resources.

Once a week, community 
partners will embed science, 
math, ELA and Since Time Im-
memorial (a Washington State-
mandated Tribal history and 
culture curriculum) learning 
into arts and outdoor activities.

Assistant Superintendent 
Becky Clifford is thrilled that 
the program has expanded from 

the previous offering of grades 
K-3 up to fifth grade this year.
She also loves the engaging ap-
proach.

“We’re addressing summer 
learning loss and building 
on the continuity of learn-
ing through a project-based, 
community centered model.  
We want students to feel like 
they’re still getting a summer to 
maintain their love of school,” 
Clifford said. 

Weekly community partners 
include Denise Crowe from 
Samish Education Program and 
Beck Pittman and Joy Kurowski 
both from Friends of the Forest.

The program, which costs 
$110,000, is fully funded by 
Anacortes Schools Founda-
tion and anonymous donors. It 
covers bus transportation, to-go 
lunches and a staff of 15 teach-
ers, 19 paraeducators and one 
administrator. It will run four 
half days a week from July 6-30.

student. As a result, students 
had lively discussions about 
customs and cultures from 
around the country while also 
learning spatial awareness on a 
map and letter-writing skills.

Talon Woodruff from Stepha-
nie Ward’s class, sent his Flat 
Talon to an aunt in Alaska. 
Among other things in a box she 
sent back, he received a tourist 
sweatshirt, a hat, brochures and 
a map of the town. 

“The Kenai River goes 

through her town and she saw a 
man catch the largest king salm-
on in the world in that river. 
Ninety-five pounds,” Woodruff 
beamed. “Also, I learned that 
you can go bear viewing any-
where because black bears and 
brown bears just stroll through 
people’s yards.”

The geography and cultural 
lessons shared with each other 
were made even more rich by 
the students’ enthusiasm. And 
the personalized detail and 
creativity they put into their flat 
selves was truly amazing, said 
Zullo.

First day of school is 
Wednesday, Sept. 8

enjoy your summer! 

New integrated approach was canceled last year but returns in 2021 at Fidalgo

ZULLO
FROM PAGE 1

Graysen Williams (left) and Elizabeth Black show off their "Flat Me." 
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spotlightIn the

A partnership between Ana-
cortes Schools Foundation 
(ASF) and the Anacortes 

Arts Festival (AAF) has come 
up with the perfect cure for any 
summertime blues that may 
arise over the next few months: 
art. 

Similar to the Science-to-Go 
kits that went home monthly 
this year to elementary students, 
the Art-to-Go kits will be given 
to every kindergarten through 
fifth grade student this month. 
Supply kits include paint, mark-
ers, pastels, colored pencils, 
glue, scissors, watercolor paper, 
crayons and more. The kits, 
which cost around ten dollars 
each, were assembled by a team 
of AAF volunteers. 

 Local artists volunteered their 
time to put together art projects 
and create videos for students 
to view and do art at home, all 
summer long. Terry MacDon-
ald, Carla Seaton and Melanie 
Dugan are just a few of the 
artists who will be featured with 

different projects for students to 
create. 

Additional artists will be 
added over the summer months, 
and students will have access to 
the videos at their leisure. Most 
projects take around 20 minutes 
and are appropriate for elemen-
tary school ages.

AAF Executive Director Mer-
edith Mcllmoyle is grateful for 
all the artists who participated.

“These artists recognized the 
importance of art for our stu-
dents and were willing to step 
out of their comfort zone to help 
make these virtual art lessons,” 
she said.  

As part of its mission, AAF is 
dedicated to supporting youth 
art. Mcllmoyle said the organiza-
tion realizes that not having art 
supplies at home to do art might 
stop many students from explor-
ing their creative side. 

“This gives students an op-
portunity to be creative, have 
fun and stay connected to school 
this summer,” she said.

Parents, students, alumni, and staff 
have been inspired for 42 years by 
Patty Johnson’s teaching. She has 

been at Fidalgo Elementary for 35 of 
those 42 years and says it’s a joy to be 
teaching the children of her students.

Johnson, who regularly receives “fan” 
mail from former students, recalls attend-
ing a wedding at which the DJ jokingly 
announced a group photo for anyone 
who’d had Mrs. Johnson as a teacher. 
Twenty-eight attendees crowded into that 
picture, she says.

Former colleague of 32 years Rondi 
Peth said Johnson’s creative teaching 
style gave her students room to grow 
and excel. And to families, “She gave the 
genuine assurances that she would love 
and care for their child no matter what,” 
Peth said.

Often, this included pulling teeth… 
and not just those of her first grade 
students. In fact, fifth and sixth grade 
students frequently come down to her 
classroom and ask for help. She estimates 
that over the years, she’s pulled tens of 
thousands of teeth.

Johnson, a Sedro Woolley farm girl 
who grew up with her eight siblings (her 
“dearest friends”) and paternal grand-
parents, started teaching at the age of 21. 
An AA from Skagit Valley College led to 
a BA from Western Washington Univer-

sity, which eventually led to a Masters in 
Creative Arts from Lesley University in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Johnson’s love of teaching is fueled by 
the timeless desire to learn that she sees 
in her students year after year.

“The curriculum may change, and the 
pendulum may swing, but the spark and 
enthusiasm is always there,” Johnson 
said. “The amount of growth that occurs 
from day one to the last day of school is 
tremendous, and it’s a beautiful thing.”

Principal Tara Dowd calls Johnson 
the most affirmative person she’s ever 
worked with and says it will be a hard 

void to fill.
“She is always thinking, ‘What’s 

best for kids?’ and looks at everything 
through that lens,” Dowd said.

Recently, Dowd asked a current first 
grader to describe Mrs. Johnson. The 
reply: Funny. Likable. Huggable. Kind of 
like a giant lovey [stuffed animal].

One of the things Johnson will miss 
most is collaborating with staff. She is 
deeply proud of the engaged and strong 
teams she’s worked with who have 
challenged and inspired her to grow and 
push herself.

Peth describes Johnson as being at 
the helm of all things staff-related: from 
serving time on education improvement 
committees and councils to organizing 
dinners for sick staff and baby showers.

“She has an abundant heart; love pours 
out of it for her students and co-workers,” 
Peth said.

Johnson hopes to stay active in the 
schools as a substitute and volunteer. She 
spent 30 years working with K-kids, the 
elementary school service club affiliated 
with Kiwanis, and hopes to continue her 
involvement with the group. Other retire-
ment plans include fun travel when it 
opens up, fiddling in her dirt — planting 
seeds and pulling weeds — and conduct-
ing random acts of gardening with her 
early morning walking friends.

Do you remember how you felt when you sent 
your first child off to Kindergarten? Do you 

remember your hopes, concerns and questions 
about your child’s first teacher?  

Will the teacher:

love my child?
understand them?
cultivate their uniqueness and exceptionally?
appreciate and expand their creative abilities?
ensure they learn, grow and flourish
 

And of course can my child’s first teacher:

lay an academic, social, collaborative and 
resilient skill foundation necessary for my child to 
thrive in school and life?

Quite the daunting job description for their child’s 
first teacher.

However, If your child was lucky enough to have 
Patty Johnson as their Kindergarten or first grade 
teacher then the answer to all the above questions 
was a resounding yes.

She always built the same foundational skill and 
attitudes in her students. Easy to see why parents 
loved her.

— Chris Borgen
Former Superintendent

Anacortes School District

Fidalgo’s Patty Johnson leaves a legacy of affirmation
‘She has an abundant heart; love pours out of it for her students and co-workers’

Patty Johnson

ASF, AAF partnership 
brings art on the go

Every K-5 student will receive 
an Art-to-go Kit this month

A partnership between the Anacortes Schools Foundation and Ana-
cortes Arts Festival is helping provide some creativity to students over 
the summer. AAF board member Jim MacDonald and local artist Terry 
MacDonald help assemble Art-to-Go kits that were delivered to ele-
mentary students earlier this month. 

The class of 2021 was celebrated by the Anacortes community in a car parade on Tuesday, June 15. The car parade, 
which started in 2020 as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, has become a community favorite and is likely to be 
an annual tradition.

Valedictorians and Salutatorians from the class of 2021: Joey 
Keltner, Megan McKenna, Christian Manangan, Cooper Nichols, 
Heidi VanDyk, Hunter Berard, Ziminig Lin, Bridgid Mack, Graham 
Quitno, Matthew Lujan (not photographed: Valedictorian Lee 
Rudge, Salutatorian Jonah Umayam) 

Superintendent Justin Irish presented Fidalgo 
3rd grade teacher Colleen Marinkov with this 
year’s Brodniak Cultural Arts Award. Marinkov 
was selected for the award for teaching re-
quired content through art, and instilling a 
passion for all arts within her students. 

Principals Kecia Fox and Brian Hanrahan re-
cently completed their doctorate programs 
at the University of Washington. Congrats Dr. 
Fox and Dr. Hanrahan! 
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Westfall reflects on roundabout journey to college coaching
Champion AHS swimmer did sports PR before finding passion for coaching

Anacortes School District
2200 M Avenue, 

Anacortes, WA 98221
(360) 503-1200
www.asd.org

brent lindquist, editor

treva king, writer

lisa kuhnlein,  
photographer

torhil ramsay,  
content support

sue misao, design

school board:  
bobbilyn hogge, president 

(bhogge@asd103.org) 
jennie beltramini,  

vice president

matt cutter, 
marilyn hanesworth, 

erin rieger

The Anacortes School District 
does not discriminate on the 

basis of sex, race, creed, 
religion, color, national origin, 
age, veteran or military status, 
sexual orientation, disability, 
and the use of a trained dog 
guide or service animal. The 

Anacortes School District 
provides equal access to the 
Boy Scouts of America and 

other designated youth groups. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
and/or grievance procredures 

may be directed to:

Anacortes
Pride

Connie Sheridan
Title IX Coordinator, RCW Officer

(360) 503-1214

Shannon Gilbert
Section 504 Coordinator

(360) 503-1216

Making Connections and Breaking Down Barriers
SRO Travis Dotzauer sees students from sixth grade through graduation

Rebecca (Sturdy) Westfall, 
class of 2003, was a state 
champion, record-breaking 

Seahawk swimmer whose path 
to collegiate coaching was circu-
itous at best. After swimming for 
Texas A&M, Westfall graduated 
and went directly into sports 
media and public relations. She 
shares her journey of learning 
life lessons, finding her passion, 
and discovering what really mat-
ters at the end of the day.

As a collegiate athlete, 
did you always know 
you wanted to go into 
coaching?

Not at all. I was in the pre-
physical therapy track but got 
hung up with advanced chem-
istry, so I changed my major 
to sports management. I had 
an internship in sports PR but 
was also a full-time athlete, 
which was crazy. After gradua-
tion, I went into sports relations 
and moved to Colorado to the 
Olympic Training Center, where I 
worked to prepare for the Beijing 
Olympics writing press releases, 
doing stats and running athletic 
websites.

So when did you start 
coaching?

After a while I realized sports 
journalism was not my pas-
sion. My first coaching job was 
at Adams State College where 
I coached both the mens’ and 
womens’ teams for two years. It 
wasn’t the greatest experience 
because my philosophy just 
didn’t match the school’s vision. 
I started questioning whether I 

even wanted to be a coach.
But then I got an offer to coach 

at Emory & Henry in West Vir-
ginia, and those girls brought me 
back to life and made me realize 
how much I loved coaching.

What have you learned 
from being a collegiate 
coach?

I’ve learned so much about 
myself and the industry. I have 
coached at many schools — In-
diana State, Pittsburgh, Alabama 

— all the while, trying to claw 
my way into the “real” world of 
coaching. It was either promote 
myself at conferences around the 
country or go to camps all over 
the map. I finally figured out that 
camps were my strength. I hate 
networking, but in that world, 
it’s really important.  

When a new head coach is 
hired, traditionally he/she brings 
on a whole new staff, which 
is how I landed my assistant 
coaching position at University 
of Alabama. But, just as the new 

boss gets to bring on his team, 
the old boss must take his crew 
with him. In December, our head 
coach was let go, which means I 
had to go with him. 

My biggest takeaway has been 
to listen to my own core values. I 
have learned that I love the jour-
ney and progression of teaching 
young swimmers over work-
ing with the fastest and most 
talented. My real fulfillment is in 
the relationships I build with my 
swimmers and in teaching them 
the skills they’ll need in life.

So what’s next?
Well, we are expecting our 

second child in August, and after 
that, I’m considering head coach-
ing at a D2 or D3 school to focus 
more on what matters most to 
me — the relationships.

Looking back at your time 
in Anacortes, what teachers 
influenced you the most?

Definitely Mr. Burnett, Mr. 
Pringle and  Mr. Ken Moore. 
Above all, Coach Mix and Coach 
Beemis. They all gave me the 
support and encouragement I 
needed.

What advice would you 
give to students wanting to 
pursue collegiate athletics?

Find your “why”. You have 
to know why you’re putting 
in all the extra hours. It’s 20 
hours on the field/court/pool, 
plus full time classes, plus the 
weight room training, plus the 
commitment to staying healthy 
in other ways — enough sleep, 
mental health, etc. You won’t be 
a successful athlete if you try to 
have a typical college life. There 
are no parties or hanging out on 
weekends. And you should never 
consider not doing those things 
a “sacrifice”. You should know 
why you’re giving them up, and 
you should be okay with that.

I wasn’t 100% committed to the 
things I needed to do, so I didn’t 
go as far as people expected me 
to. But once I found what makes 
me click — coaching — I became 
more committed and passionate 
than ever. That’s the key.

Whether he is tossing 
a football with them 
or having a heartfelt 

conversation about someone in 
need, Officer Travis Dotzauer 
is completely invested in the 
safety and well-being of all stu-
dents, middle school counselor 
Shawn Flynn said.

For five years, Dotzauer has 
been the district school resource 
officer (SRO), splitting his 
time between the middle and 
high schools, where he is not 
necessarily a disciplinarian or 
rule checker, but rather another 
caring adult in the school. His 
job includes helping not only 
students, but teachers and coun-
selors as well.

“I’m no different than a 
teacher or other staff. Once 
you build a rapport with kids, 
they just learn that you can be 
trusted,” Dotzauer said.

AMS Counselor Renae New-
ell says Dotzauer is a crucial 
part of the team at the school 
because he genuinely builds 
strong relationships with stu-
dents who are sometimes dif-
ficult to reach. His lens of safety 
and knowledge of early signs 
that students may be strug-
gling has been a true asset to 
the work they (counselors) do, 
Flynn added.

Dotzauer purposely keeps 
his schedule between the two 
schools fluid, so that he can be 
available wherever needed at 
either school. One of the best 
parts of his job is the longevity 
of the relationships.

“I get to be with them from 

sixth grade until they’re se-
niors,” he said. “For many, I’m 
the first familiar face they see 
on their first day of high school, 
and you can just feel their relief 
when I say hi to them.”

Dotzauer’s salary is split be-

tween the city and the district. 
Mayor Laure Gere is grateful 
for the partnership and sees the 
SRO position as benefitting not 
only the schools but the greater 
community as well.

“We are providing safety and 

support for our youth, giving 
them a solid foundation, so they 
can grow to be contributing 
adults in our community,” Gere 
said.

In addition to getting to know 
the students and their stories, 
watching patterns, and remem-
bering students’ interactions, 
Dotzauer also spends time in 
classrooms talking about the 
fourth amendment (search and 
seizure) and social-emotional 
support. 

As a vital member of the dis-
trict safety and security team, he 
has worked with district leaders 
to come up with and implement 
Pre-K-12 safety measures. And 
he is currently working with the 
team to create effective com-
munication between the district 
and local law enforcement and 
our fire department, said AMS 
principal Patrick Harrington.

His ties to the community 
help him connect students with 
activities, which in turn, keep 
them engaged in school. Both 
Flynn and Newall praise 
Dotzauer for being caring and 
friendly and always looking for 
ways to support students.

Superintendent Irish has been 
amazed by Dotzauer’s knowl-
edge of so many students. 

“What’s beautiful is that he 
knows every kid by name. I’ve 
seen him in action, and he stops 
to talk to all the kids he sees, 
both on campus and out and 
about town,” Irish said.  “You 
can feel the love when he talks 
about our community and our 
schools.”

AHS alumna Rebecca (Sturdy) Westfall talks about her pathway through swimming and coaching. She encourages 
student athletes to find their "why" and follow their passions.

In a recent elementary meet & greet with local police officers, School Re-
source Officer Travis Dotzauer connects with Island View students Ezra 
Johnson, Jeremie Bruneau, Lukas Hudson, and Noah Hudson.

“For many, I’m the first familiar face 
they see on their first day of high 
school, and you can just feel their  

relief when I say hi to them.” 
— Travis Dotzauer, School Resource Officer

ALUMNI PROFILE:


