
Amidst the masked 
smiles, fist bumps, 
deep warmth and 

gratitude, and let’s face it, a 
flurry of students on the first 
day of school, there was an 
unseen, but crucial, element, 
to the fall opening--a focus on 
mental health.

“Social-emotional learning 
(SEL) and academics go hand 
in hand. You can’t have one 
without the other,” Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Becky Clif-
ford said. “We’re not prioritiz-
ing one over the other; we’re 
looking to support the whole 

child to make our students 
college, career and life ready.’

Part of supporting the whole 
child means making sure 
students are getting what they 
need not just from teachers 
and counselors, but also from 
mental health social workers 
or mental health counselors. 
Partnerships with Island 
Hospital, Anacortes Schools 
Foundation, Skagit County 
and Compass Health make 
these efforts possible.

Director of Teaching and 

Learning Angie Miller said 
if students are stressed by 
anything (anxiety, depression, 
home life), their learning will 
be impeded. Brain research 
shows that only when kids 
feel connected and safe in 
their environment, can they 
learn.

“SEL is about connections, 
not just the state of an indi-
vidual. It’s teachers building 
relationships with students 
and colleagues and then help-
ing students build relation-

ships with each other,” Miller 
said. “If we don’t attend to 
the connections, we can’t help 
them succeed, and we know 
that we have a lot of learning 
to do this year.”

In order to support staff 
this year, the district created 
Multiple Tiered Systems of 
Support specialists (MTSS), 
one at each elementary school, 
funded by Title 1 and Learn-
ing Assistance Program (LAP) 
state grants. 

Fidalgo Elementary MTSS 
specialist Kelly Cox helps 
coordinate interventions for 
reading, math and SEL. She 
has enjoyed getting to know 
the students and looks for-
ward to supporting teachers in 
any way she can.

At the elementary and 
middle school levels, teachers 
and counselors use the RULER 
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TECH
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

When the pandemic 
closed schools in 
March 2020, school 

districts, regionally and 
nationally, scrambled to get 
technology into the hands of 
students and staff. Not Ana-
cortes School District. Because 
it already had in place 1:1 
devices for every student, the 
deployment of those 3000 lap-
tops to students and staff was 
fairly seamless. This meant 
time and resources could be 
ramped up to support teach-
ers and paraeducators with 
trainings; it meant improv-
ing network infrastructure; 
and it meant upgrading WiFi 
systems.

How exactly did all this fall 
into place? Robert Pohl, Execu-
tive Director of Technology 
and Operations, said strategic 
purchasing saved the district 
$100-150 per device.

“We intentionally deployed 
devices for all students K-12, 
instead of rolling them out 
every few years for different 
grade levels. This maximized 
our purchasing power which 
allowed us to get boxlights for 
every classroom, not just in the 
high school, as mentioned in 
the tech levy language,” Pohl 
said.

Essentially, with tech main-
tenance and support as part of 
the Chromebook purchase, the 
district saw a $10 million value 
on an $8 million levy. 

Because all students have the 
same device, troubleshooting 
is more consistent for families. 
Another hidden bonus is that 
with the money saved, the 
district was able to install secu-
rity/safety cameras on Ana-
cortes Middle School grounds.

So what does all this technol-
ogy look like in the classroom, 
or at home? Sixth grader 
Quinn Moroney and Anacortes 
Middle School teacher Jon 
Ruckdaschel agree it’s made 
learning more efficient and 
engaging.

A teacher's perspective: Jon 
Ruckdaschel

I’ve always been comfortable 
with technology and have used 
it when I can in my classes for 
years. What’s great now is that 
we’re all using it, and we’re us-
ing the same things, across the 

Teacher, student 
weigh in on 
benefits to 
education

Mental health crucial to schools opening

Schools across the district welcomed students back into their buildings full time for the 2021-22 school year. (Top) AMS Principal Patrick Harrington 
greets students in Jennifer Selvig's classroom. (Bottom, L-R) Fidalgo second grader Juniper Beemer practices her writing skills. Cap Sante sopho-
more Naomi Scofield works with Molly Huggins, Cap Sante's dean of students. 

Kicking off a new yearAccess to 
tech allows 
uninterrupted 
learning

Social-emotional learning in tandem with academics

MENTAL HEALTH
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

“The science is super clear. Kids who 
have social-emotional skills do bet-

ter academically. When we educate the 
whole child, we see greater success 

across the board.” 
— Kelly Cox, Fidalgo Elementary MTSS specialist

ASD community rallies to 
support Andee Olivier in her 

battle with leukemia
Page 5



From food shortages and 
limited packaging to 

last minute social distanc-
ing guidelines, district 
food service staff have 
learned to get creative. 
Well-designed menus 
must be changed at the last 
minute because US Foods, 
the purchasing coopera-
tive used by the district, 
is having trouble with 
vendors filling the orders. 
And vendors are running 
low on paper packaging 
as well.

In one week, for 
example, Lindbo was noti-
fied that:

• The Schwan’s truck
that was due earlier this 
week missed their appoint-
ment.

• Rich Chicks will not be 
delivering any product to 
the West Coast this school 
year.

• General Mills is mak-
ing more product discon-
tinuations and the updated 
guide has items that we 
currently have in stock.

• Mondelez is experi-
encing supply constraints 
due to a strike at multiple 
production facilities.

• Schwan’s is experienc-

ing COVID challenges, and 
they are putting priority on 
certain SKUs

• Rich Products has dis-
continued 17 products.

• Simplot, McCain, and 
Lamb Weston are having 

supply and delivery issues.
“We just never know if 

what we order each week 
will actually be coming 
in,” Lindbo said.

Anacortes High School 
is the district’s central 

kitchen, so all meals are 
prepared there and deliv-
ered to the other schools. 
The initial plan was to feed 
all elementary students 
with hot meals on trays, 
but when the six foot social 

distancing guidelines were 
reintroduced the week 
before school started, staff 
had to pivot and go back 
to bag lunches so that kids 
could take them to other 
parts of their buildings. 

They are still dishing some 
scratched meals into con-
tainers to put into the bags 
when possible and as long 
as supplies last.

Middle and high school 
students are now being 
served hot lunches much 
like pre-COVID meals, 
only with fewer choices 
due to the food shortage. 
And the feedback has been 
positive. 

“The high school kids 
have commented on how 
they love the food and are 
so happy we’re serving 
again. They’ve been thank-
ing us for being here,” 
Lindbo said.

While the state has 
extended the breakfast 
and lunch program to all 
students at no cost through 
June of 2022, the district 
urges families to complete 
the free and reduced-price 
meal application because it 
could mean other benefits 
like waived school fees or 
PEBT benefits.

Lindbo says the district’s 
Food Service webpage will 
be kept up to date with 
any changes and school 
administrative assistants 
will also be notified. 
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Shout Outs
Thanks To PaTrick 
harringTon

My husband Eric & I have
been so impressed with 

Patrick Harrington’s leadership 
at the middle school. From his 
encouraging (& funny!) words 
at the tour last summer, to his 
vigilant directing of drop-off 
traffic, he has given us confi-
dence in & optimism about our 
daughter’s future at AMS. It’s 
also crucial to note that he and 
all our educators are working in 
extremely challenging circum-
stances. We are deeply grateful 
to all of them!

— Ora Mae Petersen, parent

creaTive Traffic 
soluTions

This fall we found that traffic
back-ups during Fidalgo 

dismissal had worsened, creat-
ing congestion for our neigh-
bors on Gibralter Road, and 
even preventing our school 
buses from arriving on time.  
ASD Maintenance, Transporta-
tion and Operations members 
Andy Wilken, Lance Henning, 
Karen Robertson, and Robert 
Pohl — and Given Kutz from 
Skagit County Traffic Engineer-
ing — came to the rescue.  They 
partnered with school staff to 
find a creative solution.  Andy 
and Lance measured, analyzed, 
and advised, and then provided 
striping, signage, and support 
to implement the change.

Big thanks to all of our Fi-
dalgo paraeducators who help 
get students on and off cars and 
buses every day, with special 
thanks to Kimberly Smith, who 
created our numbered-visor 
system that has increased  safety, 
and to Barbara Meaders and 
Jesse Robles who are instru-
mental to drop-off and pick-up 

at Fidalgo.  Finally, thank you 
to our patient, flexible, and sup-
portive Fidalgo parents!

— Tara Dowd, Fidalgo principal  

DroP-off/Pick-uPs

My shout out to the drop off/
pick up staff. They do an 

awesome job! 
— Olivia Galindo, parent

erin Duez suPPorTing 
sTuDenTs

A big thank you to AHS As-
sistant Principal Dr. Erin 

Duez — her attendance at 
sports events, creative accom-
modations for COVID guide-
lines at lunches, and support of 
students has made the begin-
ning of a challenging school 
year smoother. We appreciate 
Dr. Duez’s endlessly positive at-
titude and cheerful presence! 

— Brian and Alexis Gentry, 
parents 

Thanks for moving 
mounTains

Thank you Robert Pohl,
executive director of technol-

ogy and operations, for moving 
mountains to get us set up for 
remote learning last year and 
continuing to maximize our 
tech department this year. Be-
cause of your team's dedication 
we were already set up with 
chrome books and able to jump 
right into remote learning. Your 
dedication to making sure every 
student has access to Wi-Fi was, 
and is, inspiring. 

— Carrie Worra, parent 

kingergarTen 
chamPion

I would like to submit a shout-
out for Amanda Cardinale, 

my son's kindergarten teacher 

at Mount Erie elementary. She 
has done such a phenomenal 
job with the kindergarteners 
this year welcoming them into 
the school and creating good 
habits and a love for learning. 
My son was entirely not sure 
before he met his teacher about 
going to school altogether in 
early September, and since 
then has been so happy he got 
to pick his own desk when we 
met his teacher at the start of 
his school year and loves going 
to school every day (in fact, he 
tells me he wishes he could go 
7 days a week instead of just 
5!). She has fostered friend-
ships among the kids already 
and has just made learning and 
being together with other kids 
safe and fun!  Just wanted to 
share my appreciation and give 
thanks for keeping our young-
est learners engaged and cared 
for during these strange times 
and thank Ms. Cardinale for all 
that she does for her classroom. 

— Tina Wiegers, parent

 
chromebook 
DisTribuTion success

Shout out to Jen Goellner
and Dan Rendon for all the 

work to get Chromebooks out 
to students. 

Thanks also to Dave Rodri-
guez, Naun Gallardo, and 

Rich King on getting the new 
MiCollab web service up and 
running. 

— Ray Rayford, tech specialist 

Thanks To lora 
billow

I'd like to submit a shout out to
Lora Billow at Whitney. She 

is a wonderful instructor and 
advocate for her students and 
their families. Lora cares deeply 
about each of her students and 
is a great team member. I have 
learned so much from her since 
I started at Whitney last year. 
Lora, you are amazing!! 

— Katie Forsman, SLP at 
Whitney

rocking iT aT The 
miDDle school

I would like to give some shout 
outs for what I've observed at 

the middle school: 
Coach Tempelton and Coach 

Graham have gone above and 
beyond coaching cross coun-
try.  The culture is VERY team 
oriented, at the end of practices 
kids are sweaty, smiling, chat-
ting it up.  At meets, there is a 
team cheer before each group 
races team members are always 
cheering each other on.  It is a 
fine example of sportsmanship. 
Shout out to Mr. Harrington 
and Ms. duNann for address-
ing the TikTok issue. Rachel 
and I watched the video with 
our 2 middle schoolers and 
I appreciated how they ex-
plained that they want us all to 
follow school rules so we can 
apply our resources toward 
academics and not discipline. 

— Jesse Hofheimer, parent

a fanTasTic sTarT

A big shout out to new AHS 
Principal, Daniel Williams, 

for a strong start to the 2021 
school year.  Under his leader-
ship students are entering their 
sixth week of uninterrupted in-
person instruction with a mini-
mum of illnesses reported and 
no COVID-induced shutdowns.  
Contrast this with the perfor-
mance of other communities‘ 
schools which have experienced 
rampant illness and episodes of 
remote “learning” in the wake 
of lax health protocols. Thanks 
for creating the structure and 
learning environment our kids 
desperately need.  (And bonus 
thanks for inspiring us with the 
best selection of ties a principal 
could sport.) 

— John Gold, parent 

ASD food staff gets creative
Supply constraints mean thinking outside the box when crafting ASD's menus

Food services staff member Kim Umayam serves students at Anacortes High School. Food services staff have adapted and 
adjusted their menus due to nation-wide food shortages. 

Whitney pre-K teacher Lora Billow earned a shout out for her connec-
tions with students and staff. Billow is pictured with Harris Youngquist, 
Jamie Skinner, and Michael Clevenger.



each other, agreeing and 
disagreeing and going well 
beyond surface level discus-
sions.

“Every connection adds 
another level, which in turn 
opens up their perspectives. 
It’s helping them push 
through their ideas and ask 
‘why?’, which makes their 

learning more realistic,” 
Saleh said. “It’s kind of 
the point of what we 
do — reach outside the 
classroom.”

Pullen, too, wants her 
students to be able to sift 
and wade through the 
information they encoun-
ter and will continue to 

encounter in adulthood. A 
broad perspective helps. 
So in her classes, students 
look at collections of pri-
mary sources to examine 
the presence (or lack 
thereof) of corroboration. 
They ask how texts and 
documents hold up in dif-
ferent contexts of people 
or times. Then they exam-
ine the implications. 

Who is impacted? Who 
benefits?

These skills align with the 
district’s strategic plan and 
with 21st century skills. In 
fact, according to Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Becky 
Clifford, business leaders 
place just as much impor-
tance on these adaptive 
thinking skills as they do on 
knowledge itself. In order to 
successfully navigate their 
world, whether in college or 
a career, students need the 
life readiness skill of critical 
thinking, Clifford said.

The coronavirus
pandemic has 

impacted every-
one in Anacortes 
- individually and
collectively. Our
families, our busi-
nesses, our social
activities, and our
schools have faced
unprecedented
limitations.

 In March of 
2020, Anacortes 

School District faced a near-total shut-
down. September of 2020 through June 
of 2021, students accessed instruction 
virtually and in person. For 18 months, 
students, staff, and families experienced 
inconsistent access to teaching and learn-
ing. 

 In September of 2021, students 

returned to school full-time. Despite 
navigating the ongoing challenges of 
meeting safety guidelines, students and 
staff are thriving and thrilled to return to 
a predictable routine. 

 How are our students doing now that 
they have returned to full-time instruc-
tion? What have they missed? And what 
are we doing about it?  

 Staff are currently assessing students 
— establishing baseline data to determine 
what students know, what they can do, 
and which gaps exist in their learning 
compared to Washington State grade-
level academic standards. We are adding 
support systems, closely monitoring stu-
dents' learning, and providing educa-
tional and social-emotional interventions 
as needed. 

 We have implemented an on-time 
graduation specialist at the high school 
who will monitor student progress, 

intervening early. Hence, our students 
have the support they need to graduate 
on time. We have added specialists at our 
elementary schools who will help teach-
ers provide academic and behavioral 
strategies for students experiencing gaps 
in their learning. We screen all students in 
kindergarten through third grade, iden-
tifying and responding to learning gaps 
and disabilities early (including dyslexia). 
In partnership with Anacortes School 
Foundation, Island Hospital, and Skagit 
County, we proactively added more social 
workers to our schools to respond to stu-
dents' behavioral and emotional needs. 
We also continue to study and implement 
varied pathways - including Advanced 
Placement courses and Highly Capable 
programming - so students will have ac-
cess to rigorous course offerings.  

 We believe that by proactively iden-
tifying student needs - academically or 

behaviorally - and providing access to in-
tervention, Anacortes students who have 
experienced substantial teaching and 
learning loss will catch up to their peers 
sooner. We also believe that by offering 
advanced courses and rigorous curricula, 
students will remain engaged - building 
the foundation for what they choose to do 
post-graduation and who they become. 

Despite the challenges and the recov-
ery needed after inconsistent instruction 
for the past 18 months, we will continue 
to deliver educational experiences that 
challenge, empower, build character, and 
foster a love of learning so that each stu-
dent graduates ready for college, career, 
and life. 

We are not going to let the last 18 
months hinder our vision for student suc-
cess. In Anacortes, students rise to their 
fullest potential, embrace the future, and 
make a difference.
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Dr. Justin Irish,
Superintendent

Schools providing support so students can thrive academically and emotionally

Critical Thinking: Going beyond the basics
At his famous trial, 

the philosopher 
Socrates is credited 

with saying, “The unex-
amined life is not worth 
living.” Anacortes High 
School history teacher Jes-
sica Pullen couldn’t agree 
more. In her 20+ years 
as an educator, teaching 
critical thinking has just 
become an organic, intrin-
sic part of her classes.

Pullen says she never 
wants to push her own 
perspective. Rather, much 
like in a Socratic method, 
she’s there to help stu-
dents see lots of perspec-
tives.

“At the end of the day, 
I’m not here to provide 
answers or decipher ev-
erything for my students. 
I’m here to help them ask 
questions, flush out their 
own understanding of the 
world,” she said.

Mt. Erie fifth grade 
teacher Sheena Saleh 
concurs. She wants her 
students to have a growth 
mindset to encourage 
their openness. Both 
Pullen and Saleh say 
their teaching must go 
beyond memorization of 
dates, facts and plots. For 
students to think critically, 
they must be able to apply 
that knowledge and ask 
important questions about 
implications.

Why Is It Important?
Students, and adults, 

are bombarded by masses 
of information, and they 
need to learn how to be 
critical consumers to 
think about what they’re 
viewing or reading, says 
Director of Teaching and 
Learning, Angie Miller.

“We need critical think-
ing so that students can 
have civil discourses, have 
differing opinions, listen, 
think about what they’re 
hearing and be able to 
respond,” Miller said. “At 
every grade level. Even 
kindergartners can learn 

to talk about a topic from 
different points of view. It 
doesn’t have to be contro-
versial.”

What Does It Look Like?
In Saleh’s classroom, 

it means going beyond 
plot curves and character 
traits. Students are taught 
to build connections 
between events from their 
class novel, for example, 
and actual events in docu-
ments and non-fiction 
articles. They bounce 
ideas and questions off 

program to help students 
learn to better communi-
cate their feelings.

“The science is super 
clear,” Cox said. “Kids 
who have social-emo-
tional skills do better 
academically. When we 
educate the whole child, 
we see greater success 
across the board.”

Sometimes this means 
a stand-alone RULER 
lesson. Other times, it’s 
incorporated into regular 
classroom lessons. For 
example, when discuss-
ing a story, a third grade 
class might talk about 
how different characters 
are feeling and why and 
then go on to talk about 
empathy. In a math class, 
it could be as simple as 
a student checking in 
with the mood meter (a 
visual graphic organizer 

of emotions and specific 
vocabulary) when she’s 
frustrated by a problem. 

Elementary and 
middle school students 
and staff create class-
room or staff charters 
that address two priori-
ties: How do we want to 

feel when we are here? 
and What do we need to 
do to make that hap-
pen? At the high school 
level, staff and students 
use the Character Strong 
SEL curriculum to teach 
character and social-
emotional development. 

A key component of 
SEL is attendance, said 
Clifford.

“We want our kids to 
come and love learning, 
but that can only happen 
when they feel safe and 
emotionally supported,” 
Clifford said.

So, after more than a 
year of pandemic learn-
ing, the district is focus-
ing on meeting the kids 
where they are academi-
cally and using all the 
health resources avail-
able to support them 
socially-emotionally to 
ensure they are ready to 
grow and succeed wher-
ever they are.

MENTAL HEALTH
FROM PAGE 1

Critical Race Theory
• Critical Race Theory is not being taught at
Anacortes School District. We do not have a 
policy, class, or curriculum on Critical Race 
Theory (CRT)
• A new law (SB 5044), requires school staff, 
educators and board members to receive
training on cultural competency, diversity, equity
and inclusion (CCDEI)
• Cultural Competency, Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion (CCDEI) is NOT the same as CRT
• The assertion that CRT is being ‘masked’ as
CCDEI or other equity-related language is not
true
• Our work is about creating a safe environment
for all students. CCDEI is professional
development for staff and is not a curriculum
being taught to students.
• Anacortes School District supports critical
thinking, and believes that every child can be
a critical thinker.  We are in the business of
teaching children how to think critically, not
what to think. 

Students in Sheena Saleh's 5th grade class learn critical 
thinking by making connections in the novels and non-fic-
tion articles they read.

Kelly Cox is one of the dis-
trict's MTSS specialists, 
assigned at elementary 
schools this year. 

“Once upon a time there 
was a…” From the moment 
we enter the world, stories 
are a part of our lives. 
We listen to them. We tell 
them. We read them. They 
connect us to others. That 
is precisely what Director 
of Assessment, Research 
and Evaluation Brandon 
Lagerquist aims to do — 
make connections.

There is a mind-boggling 
amount of data, said 
Lagerquist. It’s recorded 
at almost every levels dn 
every keystroke. Being able 
to harness the power of the 
data to improve efficiency, 
gain better understand-
ing, and allocate resources 
effectively is key to finding 
out essentially what’s 
working and what’s not.

But it's only one piece of 
the puzzle.

“My role is to support 
teachers and the district 
and to provide the connec-
tion and use of data to tell 
the story of who our kids 
are and where they are,” he 
said. “Teachers know a lot 
more about their students 
from observations, teach-
ing history with siblings, 
and interactions with 
families. When we put this 
together with the context of 
the data, we build a more 
rounded picture, and this 
in turn helps students. ”

For example the MAP 
test (Measure of Academic 

Growth) can tell districts 
where a student is academ-
ically, but only teachers, 
staff and families can offer 
all the other avenues of 
where a student is (finan-
cial background, family 
history, classroom observa-
tions, relationships).

Data-informed versus 
data-driven

The former encourages 
an inquiry mindset and 
helps teachers and leaders 
overcome biases, hidden or 
otherwise. The latter puts 
pressure on teachers and 
districts and suggests that 
looking at a number can 
determine what’s best for 
the student, which is not 
the case, Lagerquist said.

Assessments have their 
place and purpose and 
can be an important tool 
in the toolbox. Currently, 
Lagerquist is looking at 
what assessments the 

district is using and why in 
hopes of making a connec-
tion between the test and 
a purpose. That purpose 
should be aligned with 
district goals, and if there 
is a disconnect between the 
two, he says it might be 
worth reconsidering that 
specific assessment.

Data can show what 
is going well, which can 
then lead to even further 
success. Anacortes High 
School graduation rates, 
for example, are impres-
sively high. More good 
news is that staff want to 
and are using data. The 
key, said Lagerquist, is 
to make sure you have a 
purpose and an intentional 
use.

Lagerquist has been in 
the education field for 16 
years and most recently 
held the same position he 
has here in the Edmonds 
School District.

Getting to the heart of data

Brandon Lagerquist uses data to work on and improve a 
wide variety of areas around the Anacortes School District.



Jason Pedrizco
Football

This year has been so 
much better than last 

year, says senior Jason 
Pedrizco, who has been 
playing football for six 
years. The offensive 
right guard also plays 
defensive tackle and says 
he’s looking forward to 
winning more games and 
watching the strength of 
the team get even stron-
ger. In fact, what he loves 
most about the game 
is the competitiveness. 
He also says it’s a great 
way to meet new people 
and make new friend-
ships. Playing in front 
of friends and family is 
another bonus this year. 
“I’ve learned that even if 
you’re down in the fourth 
quarter, you don’t give up 

and you hold your head 
high.” As for next year, 
Pedrizco says he’s going 

to take some time to wait 
and see what opportuni-
ties arise.

Fai Puengpoh
Soccer

Once a solid offensive 
forward, senior 

Fai Puengpoh now 
plays defense, which 
she likes because she 
can see the big picture. 
“You’re working under 
a lot of pressure; you 
are literally the last line 
of defense between the 
ball and the goal.” The 
best part of soccer for 
Puengpoh, who has 

played for eight years, 
is the camaraderie. It’s a 
close community of sup-
port, like a family, she 
said. This really helps 
when she’s on the field, 
exhausted. “You always 
have teammates out 
there with you to help 
you persevere.” One big 
challenge is balancing 
schoolwork with her 
soccer schedule. When 
she graduates, Pueng-
poh plans to study pre-
med in college.
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Fall athletes 
return to play

Kenna Flynn
Volleyball

The most difficult part of 
volleyball is that it can’t 

just be six individuals do-
ing their best on the court. 
To succeed, the team must 
work together as a one 
unit, says Kenna Flynn. 
The senior is in her 10th 
year of the sport, having 
played with Skagit Island 
Volleyball Academy (SIVS) 
as well as for the middle 
and high school teams. The 
setter says the sport has 
taught her leadership skills 
and how to set a good 
example for others. “The 
best part is team bond-
ing, for sure, especially at 
away games.” She plans 
to attend college next 
year and hopefully study 
medical sonography. As 
for what the girls say when 
they huddle after every 
play, Flynn would only 
say they congratulate the 
player who scored, or they 
encourage each other to do 
better during the next play. Kenna Flynn's favorite part of playing volleyball is bonding 

with her teammates.

Travis Laisure
Cross Country

For senior Travis 
Laisure, just running 

alongside his team-
mates and watching 
them improve is the 
best part of being on 
the cross country team. 
He has been running 
“cross” since seventh 
grade and says the 
hardest part is pushing 
himself. “You hit a wall 
and get stuck, so getting 
over that is the most dif-
ficult part.” When asked 
what runners think 
about in the woods 
during a race, Laisure 
says part of his mind 
is focused on what’s 
ahead — overtaking 
the runner in front of 
him — and part of his 
brain is feeling all the 
pain and trying desper-
ately to work through 
that. The biggest lesson 
Coach Templeton has 
taught Laisure is that 
even when you feel like 
you’ve hit your limit, 
you still have more to 
give. Next year, the 
senior plans to head 

to college in hopes of 
studying either sports 

therapy or EMT/Para-
medic training.

Travis Laisure loves seeing his teammates improve as he 
runs with them.

When it comes to tennis, Eli Hankey loves serving the best.

Eli Hankey
Tennis

That he can be competi-
tive while having fun 

is one of the highlights of 
being on the tennis team 
for senior Eli Hankey. He 
has played tennis with 
the team all four years of 
his high school career but 
had messed around a bit 
with his dad prior to high 
school. Right now, Hankey 
plays first doubles and 
says he loves his serve 
best. One of the hardest 
parts about tennis is that it 
all falls on the individual. 
“Even with a partner, you 
still have to carry weight 
and there isn’t a team out 
there to support you, so 
it’s important to not get 
stuck in your head when 
things don’t go right.” 
Hankey is looking forward 
to a winning season and a 
solid post-season run. Next 
year, he hopes to study 
engineering at a university, 
preferably on the west 
coast.

Alexandra Bielitz
Cheer

As its name implies, 
cheerleading is all 

about leading the crowd 
through cheers, and when 
that happens, junior Alex-
andra Bielitz, says it’s the 
best feeling. She loves the 
connection between school 
and athletics that cheer-
leaders can make. “When 
we wear our uniforms on 
game days, teachers and 
kids will say, ‘Oh is there a 
game tonight?’, so it’s fun 
to have those conversa-
tions.” Bielitz is a back spot 
and base in most of the 
stunts. And stunts hap-
pen to be her favorite part 
because they require team 
building. You are trusting 
someone with your physi-
cal well-being, she said. 
She would also like people 
to know that cheerleaders 

are smart and welcom-
ing of all.  “We don't fit 
the stereotype.” And like 
their counterparts from 
other sports, cheerlead-
ers spend a lot of time 

conditioning. Bielitz 
looks forward to having 
spectators in the stands 
this year so they can do 
what they do best: lead 
the crowd.

Fiona Watkins
Swim and Dive

Junior Fiona Watkins 
has split the last eight 

years of her life between 
time in the water and 
time on land. A free-
style swimmer for both 
Thunderbird Aquatic 
Club (TAC) and the 
high school swim and 
dive team, she always 
competed in the 50m 
race. Recently though, 
Coach Mix put her in 
the 200m, and it turns 
out, she’s quite good. 
“I never knew I was a 
distance swimmer, but 
I’m actually enjoying 
it.” An advantage this 
year is that meets are 
back to in-person, not 
virtual, which means 
swimmers can actually 
be in the pool with their 
opponents. Watkins said 

not only is it more fun, 
but it’s super motivating 
to swim faster when you 
have someone in the lane 
next to you. If last year 
taught her anything, it 
was that she needed to 

swim for the love of the 
sport. “I wasn’t improv-
ing last year, and I real-
ized I was too focused on 
competing. Once I started 
having fun, everything 
else fell into place.”

Fiona Watkins is trying her hand at distance swimming and 
finding that she's quite good at it.

Jason Pedrizco appreciates the competitive nature of foot-
ball and is happy to be back on the field in 2021.

Alexandra Bielitz is looking forward to leading the Ana-
cortes crowd.

Fai Puengpoh enjoys see-
ing the big picture on de-
fense.



These days, senior Andee Ol-
ivier is relishing the simple 
things in life: driving in her 

car, attending volleyball games, 
cuddling with her kitten Lucy 
Lu. The things many teenagers 
take for granted, like going to a 
football game with friends, have 
become precious.

Last March, just three days 
before her 17th birthday, Andee 
went to the doctor with what she 
thought was a lingering cold, pos-
sibly strep. She also had what her 
family thought was a spider bite 
on her leg. Blood work from that 
appointment showed that Andee 
had leukemia and that the bite on 
the leg was actually a bacterial 
infection.

Andee’s mom Tiffany, received 
the phone call the following 
morning, and with husband 
Russ, sprung into action. The 
three headed to Seattle Children’s 
within hours of hearing the news 
and were greeted by a team that 
would eventually become part of 
their family.

“I needed time to digest the 
news,” said Andee. “I knew I 
had cancer, but I also strongly 
believed everything was going 
to be okay. I just wanted to know 
how long I’d be away from my 
friends.”

The Oliviers were told it would 
take eight months of treatment. 
Andee was diagnosed with child-
hood acute myeloid leukemia, 
and her DNA profile put her in a 
low risk category, which meant 
chemotherapy vs. a bone marrow 
transplant. 

Back at home, older sisters 
Emma and Sierra tried with dif-
ficulty to process the news. Sierra 
said it didn’t really sink in for 
quite some time.

“I was scared and sad for An-
dee, but I didn’t feel the grief for 
at least a month,” Sierra said.

Emma, too, focused on her 
sister. 

“I knew we had to give all our 
positive energy to Andee,” she 
said.

Meanwhile, the Anacortes 
community got to work. One of 
the first to be told was Andee's 
best friend, senior Kenna Flynn, a 
fellow volleyball teammate.

“I was a wreck. We had a game 
that night, and I had to tell the 
team afterwards,” Kenna said. “It 
was the hardest thing I’ve ever 
had to do.”

The team rallied. Kenna orga-
nized and sold wristbands and 
t-shirts that said “Team Andee”. 
Then she created an Instagram 
account so that friends could stay 
connected with Andee. And on 
Andee’s birthday, three days after 
the diagnosis, Kenna traveled 
to Seattle Children’s to deliver a 
van full of balloons and stuffed 
animals. She stood outside and 
waved up to her friend at the 
window.

In the days and weeks that 
followed, the community mani-
fested overwhelming support: a 
Pizza Factory takeover, a carwash 
fundraiser, and a blood drive. 

Family friend Jilian George cre-
ated a MealTrain that was filled 
six month out within the first two 
days. A group of friends shaved 
their heads in support.

“Our community wrapped us 
up. So many people loved on us. 
Words fail to describe our grati-
tude,” Tiffany said.

At school, too, teachers and 
counselors reached out in support 
of both Andee and Tiffany, who 
works in the high school Life 
Skills class. Colleagues Tiffany 
Hargett and April Dixon were 
steadfast rocks of support. Fellow 
paraeducator Zach Calles, who 
also coaches club volleyball, even 
arranged for an opposing team 

to honor Andee and family at an 
away game in Bellingham last 
month.

As soon as he heard the news, 
science teacher Victor Garcia, who 
has taught all three Oliver girls, 
immediately reached out, sharing 
two-thirds of the 1,000 paper 
cranes he received years earlier 
from ASB after his own cancer 
diagnosis.

“Those cranes work. They 
brighten your day, and love and 
family are the best medicine to 
help you through your treat-
ments,” Garcia said.

“What I have to offer is to show 
that cancer isn’t a death sentence 
despite its grim prognosis. There 

is hope, and chemo is scarier at 
the beginning than it turns out 
to be.”

This became crucial advice 
because during round three of 
four chemo treatments, Andee 
developed a fungal lung infection 
that put her in the ICU for two 
weeks. 

“It was awful and intense,” 
Tiffany said. Russ, Emma and 
Tiffany took turns staying with 
Andee, while Sierra held down 
the fort in Anacortes, taking care 
of the pets and the house. 

It was during this time, more 
than ever, that the Oliviers’ deep 
faith carried them. Friend Reyna 
Richards sent daily inspirational 
texts and offered spiritual sup-
port. The nurses and CNAs, too 
many to name, became family. 
Andee said she bonded closely 
with her nurses and considers 
them lifelong friends.

“They kept Andee’s spirits up 
and were happy to do any little 
thing for us,” Tiffany said.

Russ points to Andee’s fierce 
strength as a major contributor 
to her recovery, saying he’s never 
met anyone stronger.

“She never complained. She’s 
just a fighter,” Tiffany said.

In late August, after nearly six 
months in Children’s Hospital, 
Andee was discharged and al-
lowed to return home. Tiffany 
said looking into the empty bed 
of room 316 never felt so good.

Andee was greeted by a lined 
street of friends and family with 
signs, balloons and lots of cheers. 
Now, although she tires easily, 
she goes to school every day 
(part-time) and is soaking up 
her senior year. She will check in 
monthly with Children’s for the 
next year. Until then, the whole 
family is taking it day by day.

“We’ve re-evaluated our time. 
Early on, there’s this swirl of 
information, and you figure out 
that to stay sane, you just need 
to be in the moment,” Russ said. 
“We’re slowing down now and 
appreciating our time together.”
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Community rallies to support a true fighter
Andee Olivier's leukemia diagnosis led to an outpouring of support as she battled

"Our community wrapped us up. So 
many people loved on us. Words fail to 

describe our gratitude." 
— Tiffany Olivier, Andee's mother

AHS senior Andee Olivier is surrounded by family members Emma, Russ, Tiffany, and Sierra, at the volleyball 
team's senior night. Andee, volleyball team manager, has battled leukemia over the past year.

Hailey Claridge — 
12th grade
 Anacortes High 
School

I moved here my fresh-
man year and had just 

started 
mak-
ing new 
friends 
and 
getting 
to know 
the town 
when we 
were told we had to stay 
home for six weeks. Six 
weeks turned into the re-
mainder of the year, which 
turned into first semester 
of my sophomore year, 
so when we went back to 
cohorts for second semes-
ter, I again slowly started 
to make friends and get 
used to things. Honestly, I 
was scared when we were 
told we’d return to school 
full time with all students. 
That’s not a word I use 
lightly, either. There’s a lot 
of weight on us to get it 
right. And we’re tired. But 
like all things, we’re get-
ting used to it -- to waking 
up early five days a week, 
to nightly homework after 
we get home from sports 
practices or work, to be-
ing in the halls with the 

entire student body. It’s 
really good to be in person 
and make connections 
with teachers again. With 
Zoom, it was possible, 
but it took a lot of effort, 
so now it feels better and 
more natural. 

Robbie Orr 
— 12th grade
Cap Sante High 
School

I still remember the old 
building, so one really 

nice dif-
ference 
is being 
back in 
this new 
building. 
And be-
ing with 
other 
people. My teachers were 
really good last year about 
trying to help through 
Zoom and email, but it’s 
so much better to be back 
with them in person. And 
also with other students 
and friends. For me, that’s 
a positive difference. One 
cool thing this year is that 
we’re doing science all 
together as a group, which 
has been super helpful. 
It was so hard to try to 
learn science by myself 

last year, or any time, 
really. So now, we do all 
the units together and it’s 
made it easier and more 
fun. Being remote wasn’t 
as challenging because as 
a Cap student, I’m used 
to doing work at home, 
but I’m glad we’re back to 
in-person. The schedule 
allows me to come every 
day, then go straight to 
work and then home to 
do school. It’s worked out 
well for my senior year.

Max Swetnum 
— 8th grade
Anacortes Middle 
School

It’s been fun  being back. 
It’s not the same as 

before 
COVID 
because 
we can’t 
see each 
other’s 
faces, but 
at least 
we’re all 
here. Last year, I didn’t 
see many of my friends 
because they weren’t in 
my cohort, so I had to 
make new friends, which 
was good, too. This year, 
there is definitely less 
one-on one time with our 

teachers because we’re 
all back now, not just half 
of us. I’m hopeful that 
some “normal” things 
will be able to happen, 
like dances and Escape 
Rooms, but who knows? I 
do know that lunches are 
better when we can eat 
outside because we can at 
least talk and sit with our 
friends. 

Amber Terrill 
— 5th grade
Fidalgo Elementary

What’s different? We 
actually get to go to 

recess 
and 
have fun 
with the 
whole 
class, 
not just 
our AM 
or PM 
group. Last year, I came 
every day but only in 
the afternoon so I never 
saw half my friends. 
And the kids who did 
homeschool (ASD@home) 
are back now, which 
is nice. We decided by 
rock,paper,scissors how 
often we were going to 
switch playgrounds, and 
I was one of the ones who 
got to decide. I chose ev-
ery week, which gives us 
a chance to plan out what 
we’re going to do the 

next day. If we switched 
every day, we couldn’t 
plan our recess time as 
well. I love that we can do 
art at recess this year. All 
my friends sit in a circle, 
so we’re still socially 
distanced but we can 
draw in our sketchbooks 
together and just hang 
out.  Because there’s more 
kids in class now, we talk 
more and so sometimes 
our teacher has to get us 
back on track. That didn’t 
happen last year. Another 
awesome thing is that we 
get to eat lunch here and 
take our time, not just 
grab it and eat it quickly 
before getting on the bus 
like last year.

Nadya Johnson — 
3rd Grade
Island View 
Elementary

Well third grade is 
going great. And it 

actually 
is better 
than 
last year 
because 
we have 
more 
time 
during 
recess. Last year we had 
brain breaks, but that 
wasn’t enough time to 
play kickball. We also get 
to eat lunch here, and we 

didn’t get to last year. I’m 
glad that we’re all here 
together again. What I’m 
loving most is math, and 
science. We made clouds, 
and it was so fun. We 
used hot water and plas-
tic wrap. Can you believe 
that?

Camden Snyder — 
1st grade
Mt. Erie Elementary

When we were in 
Zoom last year, I 

didn’t need too much 
help 
from the 
teacher 
because 
I am 
good at 
doing 
things 
in my 
head. This year is pretty 
much the same, but it is 
nicer to have the whole 
class together again and 
to stay all day. Last year 
I came in the morning 
only. One of my favorite 
parts of the day is math. 
I just love putting bonds 
together. And of course, 
PE. The best thing is that 
we get to run around 
with all our friends and 
play games. This is dif-
ferent from last year and 
way better than doing it 
at home with my brothers 
and sister.

What's different this year?
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Meet the ASD's new administrators
Daniel Williams, AHS principal
How does a native Mis-

sissipian who spent 
most of his undergraduate, 
graduate and professional 
life in New York end up in 
Anacortes, Washington? It 
was a circuitous but strate-
gic journey, said Anacortes 
High School Principal 
Daniel Williams. 

Williams arrived in 
town this summer after 
researching our schools, 
district and even attend-
ing board study sessions.

“What I saw grabbed 
my attention. I saw a com-
munity intent on bringing 
equity to all levels in the 
district. I wanted to be a 
part of that,” he said.

Williams, who gradu-
ated high school (in three 
years) in Greenville, 
Mississippi, attended 
undergraduate college in 
Arkansas before transfer-
ring to New York Univer-
sity to study educational 
disparities. He ended up 
doing much of his stud-
ies abroad in London, 
Geneva, Amsterdam and 
South Africa. What he 
learned inspired him to 
fight for all students.

“I gained a deep ap-
preciation for the nuances 
in education and learned 
that we were behind our 
international counterparts 

as far as equity in schools 
went,” he said.

After earning his first 
Masters degree from 
Western Governors Uni-
versity, Williams taught 
high school near Phila-
delphia for three years. 
He then returned to New 
York to earn a second 
Masters from Columbia 
University and went into 
administration. 

When COVID hit, en-
rollment at New Visions 
Charter High School for 
the Humanities dropped, 
and Williams, an assistant 
principal and least senior 
administrator, found 
himself without a job.This 
is when he began looking 
west.

One of the reasons he 
took the job was that he 
saw great pride in how 

high Anacortes schools 
are ranked nationally, 
but he also recognized 
some challenges in what 
and who those numbers 
represent.

Williams said he loves 
teenagers because they al-
ways let you know where 
they are. There’s a joy in 
being able to help them 
navigate their journey and 
affecting the trajectory of 
their future in a positive 
way.

“I’m here to fight for 
every single student, 
understanding that we 
can't choose our ability 
or disability; we don’t 
get to choose our parents; 
we don’t get to choose 
our race or or sexuality. 
So we need to appreci-
ate everyone -- no matter 
where they come from 
or what their skill set is 
-- and make sure they 
receive the highest quality 
of education possible,” he 
said.

Williams has been hum-
bled by and is grateful for 
the warm hospitality that 
has been extended by so 
many, he said. He’s spend-
ing his free time “learning 
Anacortes”, exploring the 
best places to eat and shop 
and meeting as many 
people as possible.

Erin Duez, Cap Sante principal, 
AHS assistant principal
When Erin Duez was 

in middle school 
in Anaheim, California, 
she would literally cut 
through Disneyland 
on her way home from 
school. The new Anacortes 
High School Assistant 
Principal and Cap Sante 
High School Principal 
traveled across the coun-
try after high school to 
attend Bryn Mawr Univer-
sity to study chemistry.

“I loved science and 
math, and I wanted to 
learn and engage without 
being treated like a sec-
ond class citizen,” Duez 
said. “ I was top of the 
class in high school, but 
the boys were always be-
ing asked to help me. So I 
chose to go to a women’s 
college.”

After undergrad,  Duez 
worked as a research 
chemist outside of 
Philadelphia, where she 
volunteered in some local 
schools; she fell in love 
with teaching. So she got 
her Masters from Loyola 
Marymount and moved 
back to LA to teach high 
school chemistry with 
Teach for America. She 
spent 14 years in Mt. 

Vernon, teaching science 
and math and was heav-
ily involved in the AVID 
program there. Military 
life took her back to Cali-
fornia where she spent 
the last three years teach-
ing high school science in 
Ridgecrest.

The deal was always 
that when her husband 
retired from the mili-
tary, Duez would get to 
choose where they’d 
live. And here they are in 
Anacortes. Duez recently 
earned her PhD from 
Seattle Pacific University 
and is so excited to be 
back getting to know the 
students, staff and com-

munity again.
She loves the close knit 

family atmosphere of Cap 
Sante and says the staff 
at both schools have been 
very supportive. But her 
first love is the kids.

“They are developing 
their independence and 
questioning everything 
around them. We, as 
adults, can learn so much 
from their questions,” she 
said. “We need to foster 
that desire for indepen-
dence and give them the 
space to question things.”

Duez says she’s excited 
that students are back in 
the classroom and has 
already seen so much 
collaboration that simply 
was not possible last year 
on Zoom.

A college swimmer and 
former swim coach, Duez 
loves swimming both at 
the pool and at Whistle 
Lake. Playing with her 
family is her other favor-
ite thing to do, whether 
it’s hiking, playing games 
or being a Girl Scout 
troop leader. In addition 
to two daughters and her 
husband, her family in-
cludes Rose the dog and 
Milton the cat.

Kia duNann, AMS assistant principal
A big part of what at-

tracted Anacortes Middle 
School Assistant Principal 
Kia duNann to apply for 
her new position was the 
district’s strong reputa-
tion for prioritizing SEL 
and diversity. Another 
draw was that her parents 
live here. She’s familiar 
with Anacortes and says 
it’s a perfect alignment of 
her professional values 
and her personal desire 
to serve the community 
where she lives.

“I’m really excited to be 
a part of my community, 
to get to know students 
and families, and to be 
there for our staff," du-
Nann said.

DuNann comes most 
recently from Snohomish 
High School where she 

served as Assistant Prin-
cipal. A Gonzaga Bulldog, 
duNann always knew she 
wanted to go into educa-
tion, studying Special 
Education as an under-
graduate. After several 
years of teaching Special 
Education at both the 
high school and middle 
school level, duNann took 

on the job of  Activities 
Coordinator at Redmond 
High School. This was 
when she decided to 
return to graduate school 
for her administrative 
credentials.

It’s the students at the 
middle school that keep 
duNann inspired.

What I love is that this 
is a really pivotal time 
in their lives,” she said. 
“They are growing their 
character, developing their 
hearts and minds, and 
all the while, making me 
laugh with their energy.”

When duNann is not in 
the halls of AMS, you can 
find her road biking, trail 
running or doing almost 
anything outside with her 
partner in crime Ryan and 
their two cats. 

IN BRIEF
Facility rentals 
limited

We take great pride 
in our district facilities, 
and enjoy the many 
partnerships we have 
with our community in 
allowing use of these 
facilities to outside 
groups and agencies. 

Unfortunately, due to 
the current pandemic, 
we need to limit facil-
ity rental by outside 
groups for the foresee-
able future. Our current 
priority is keeping 
students and staff in 
our buildings during 
the school day. Staff 
schedules have been 
shifted to support in-
person learning for our 
students, and therefore, 
causing an impact to 
our ability to rent and 
staff our facilities in 
non-school hours. 

We know that of-
fering exercise and 
activities is also vital 
to our students. We 
will continue to make 
adjustments to these 
limitations as we are 
able. 

Currently, we are 
reviewing all requests 
for facility rental on 
a case-by-case basis. 
Priority will be given in 
the following manner:

1: School District 
and/ or School Affili-
ated Nonprofit Groups

2: Nonprofit groups 
that support youth 
and/or ASD mission 

3: Nonprofit groups 
that support “select” 
youth activities 

We are not currently 

able to rent to groups 
in categories IV and V - 
nonprofit adult groups 
and/or service clubs, 
and commercial and/or 
for-profit groups. 

Rental of these spaces 
is not available until 
further notice: 

• Elementary schools 
— all spaces (class-
rooms, gyms, etc) 

• Classrooms, com-
puter labs, kitchens

Rental of spaces in 
our secondary schools 
will be evaluated on 
a case-by-case basis, 
using the priority list 
above, and dependent 
on availability of staff. 
Per district policy, facil-
ity use requires district-
custodial services. 

FAQs 
Why? 

Our highest priority 
is to keep our students 
in school. Current 
health and safety guide-
lines require a much 
higher degree of clean-
ing and sanitizing than 
prior to the pandemic. 
Our staff have been 
redeployed throughout 
our schools to support 
this need. 

Can’t we just clean up 
after ourselves? 

We know that our 
community partners 
treat our facilities with 
the care and respect 
they deserve. However, 
our custodial teams are 
highly trained in proper 
use of proper cleaning 
procedures and materi-
als. Especially during 
the pandemic, we need 
to ensure that our fa-

cilities are cleaned and 
maintained to the safest 
degree possible to keep 
students in school. 

What’s next? 
Anyone with a cur-

rent facility reservation 
in our system will be 
contacted by a district 
staff member to let 
them know the status of 
their request. To make a 
facility request, please 
use our online system: 
https://wa6.mlsched-
ules.com/Login.aspx

Sexual Health 
Education
  The Washington state 
legislature recently 
passed Senate Bill 
5395, concerning 
comprehensive sexual 
health education for 
students. There are no 
changes planned for 
ASD curriculum. 

Based on the bill, 
there is:

• NO sexuality cur-
riculum and content re-
quired in K-3rd grades 

• NO NEW sexuality 
curriculum and content 
in 4th-5th grades.

In grades K-3 the bill 
requires social-emotion-
al learning (SEL).

District adopted cur-
riculum already covers 
the required social-
emotional learning.

The K-8 SEL curricu-
lum (RULER) adopted 3 
years ago for all schools 
meets the requirements 
of the new bill.

IN BRIEF
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



In grades 4-5 the new 
bill requires that stu-
dents get age appropri-
ate instruction focusing 
on helping students 
understand and respect 
personal boundaries, 
developing healthy 
friendships, gaining 
a basic understand-
ing of human growth 
and development, and 
requiring HIV/STD 
instruction.

Boundaries and 
healthy friendships 
is new and will be 
embedded in our SEL 
and KNOW (Health) 
curriculum

District adopted cur-
riculum KNOW (state 
curriculum) has and 
will continue to cover 
the basic understanding 
of human growth and 
development, and HIV/
STD (this has been a 
requirement and a part 
of the curriculum since 

1988)
The district is not 

adopting a new SEL 
or Health curriculum. 
However, if any new 
curriculum is ever 
considered, it would go 
through a full materials 
selection and adoption 
process which would 
include parent and 
community feedback 
and engagement. We 
don’t have any new 
curriculum planned at 
this time.
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Homecoming field day included games and competitions between the classes, some traditional and some new. The class of 2023 scored the most points that night. Homecoming events continue 
throughout the month and will culminate with the Homecoming game on Friday 10/29 and the Homecoming Dance Saturday 10/30 on Rice Field. Above left: Emily Toledo and Layne Prue keep 
their rhythm and groove in the three-legged race. Above right: Juniors Felicia Aldiyani and Kai Wallis battle it out at Jenga.

school and the district.
During COVID, we 

all had to get on board. 
Quickly. Teachers learned 
new ways to engage their 
students. And now, I’d 
say we’re pretty comfort-
able using Schoology. 
This is a  platform in 
which students can up-
load assignments, check 
in for new assignments 
when they’re absent; 
parents can check grades 
and see what’s missing; 
and teachers can share 
feedback and comments 
with students or a class as 
a whole. It’s really good 
for us to be on the same 
page, and it’s helpful for 
families to have a consis-
tent place to find things, 
whether their child is in 
first grade or tenth grade.

In my classes, we’re 
using technology all 
the time. My students’ 
Chromebooks are synced 
to the boxlight screen, 
so they see what’s on 
my screen. The boxlight 
alone is an amazing tool-
-it’s a whiteboard, doc 
cam and computer all in 
one, and it’s touchscreen, 
so I can literally swipe 
to a new slide and write 
on it like I would on a 
regular whiteboard. I’m 
constantly switching back 
and forth between slides 
or screenshots of textbook 
pages.

Another fantastic 
tool that has helped my 
teaching and classroom 
management is the 
bluetooth(wireless) key-
board. Instead of being 
trapped in the back of the 
room at my computer or 
stuck up front at the box-
light, I am able to wander 
around the classroom 
while I’m teaching, check 

on individual students 
and still use my com-
puter to project or display 
information.

One important skill I’ve 
always taught but that’s 
been made easier by the 
devices is simple organi-
zation of research. Now 
it's a digital organization. 
Students are able to do 
informational readings 
on their Chromebooks 
(from links I give them or 
from their own research) 
then organize their notes 
and comments all in one 
place. It’s a brilliant filing 
system and saves time 
and paper. Although we 
do still journal in actual 
notebooks.

We have access to so 
much information, which 
is wonderful because it 
gives us different per-
spectives. Students can 
explore their passions 
from a huge online collec-
tion of resources. Basi-
cally, it’s like having all 
the encyclopedias of the 
world in my class with-
out taking up the shelf 
space. This also means 
teaching digital citizen-
ship. We learn about 
looking at biases as we 
read online information.

I’ve really enjoyed 
getting creative with the 
technology. It’s been a fun 
challenge to create videos 
of myself teaching for 
students who are absent-
-coming up with ways 
to keep them engaged 
and not just send home 
a packet of worksheets. 
And that’s really what 
it’s about, right? Helping 
students stay engaged as 
they learn and explore.

A student's perspective: 
Quinn Moroney

When I first got my 
Chromebook I was in 
third grade. I thought 

it was cool, but I didn’t 
really know what I was 
doing. I had lots of help 
from teachers, though. 
We really started using 
it every day in fourth 
grade.

I think technology is 
helpful and saves a lot of 
time. For example, when 
my teacher is doing math 
problems, she doesn’t 
have to erase the board 
every time and write a 
new one. She just swipes 
to a new slide, and there’s 
the new problem.

Obviously when we 
were at home during 
COVID, our Chrome-
books were the only way 
we could get to class. It 
worked well because I 
could see everybody’s 
faces and then some-
times, the teacher would 
share her screen to show 
us how to do something 
or give us a paragraph to 
read from our class novel. 
It even helped me with 
science and PE because 
we had to watch videos 
and follow along.

Now that we’re in 
person, we still use tech-
nology in almost every 
class. In ELA, we use our 
Chromebooks for all our 
writing, and we’re also 
reading our National His-
tory Day research articles 
and taking notes. It’s the 
same in social studies. 
We can read pages from 
a textbook  or article and 
take notes in our Google 
docs.

In math, because every-
one is at a different level, 
we used Beast Academy, 
which lets every student 
work at their own pace. 
There’s an introduction 
lesson, then you work 
through problems. Say 
you’re at fifth grade level. 
You’ll get problems from 
fifth grade to eighth 
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The ASD graduation rates remain high, even during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Student achievement remains high

grade with videos to help 
you. I even read all the 
graphic novels that were 
included for extra help. 
Sometimes last year, I 
had to schedule extra 
Zoom time for help from 
my teacher, but now the 
teacher is in the room, so 
it’s easier.

I think overall, technol-

ogy makes everything 
faster and more interest-
ing. We can see what the 
teacher has on his screen, 
and we don’t have to 
get out a textbook, open 
it up, and get out our 
notebooks. Also, it saves 
paper because the teacher 
is not handing out a sheet 
of problems to every 

student.
Superintendent Dr. 

Justin Irish is thankful for 
the community’s sup-
port.

“This is all possible 
because our community 
saw the value in invest-
ing in our kids, and I 
couldn’t be more grate-
ful,” he said.



It all started last winter during 
I Love To Read month. Island 
View principal Brian Hanra-

han wanted to participate along 

with his students, so he would 
read books (to himself) and do 
book talks every Friday with the 
morning announcements. The 
response was really positive.

“Our librarian told me the 
books were flying off the shelf. 
And kids would stop me in the 
hall to talk about the books,” 
Hanrahan said.

Hanrahan’s summer routine 
has always been to read eight or 
10 new books recommended by 
the school’s librarian. A few times 
he even read each of the staff’s 
favorite childhood books. This 
past summer, Hanrahan inten-
tionally asked for books with 
mental health themes: overcom-
ing obstacles, hope for the future, 
resilience. Thus was born the idea 
to combine sharing books and 
social-emotional learning.

Each week, Hanrahan video 
records himself reading a picture 
book and a section of chapters 
from a chapter book. He’s quick 
to point out that his librarian gets 
permission from the publisher 
beforehand, which he includes at 
the beginning of each video.

As he reads, he stops to pose 
questions and make connec-
tions to different characters. 
Sometimes, he explicitly points 
out themes he wants students 
to think about (What do we do 
when we’re afraid? How do we 
react when we’re hurt?).

Then he posts a link to the 
video to an internal web page ac-
cessible to all staff and students. 
Teachers can then show the video 
in its entirety, dole it out through-
out the week, or, because it’s 
available to every student, show 
a portion of it then have kids con-
tinue on their own at home.

Hanrahan taught high school 
English for 20 years and simply 
loves talking about books.

“It’s somewhat selfish on my 
part. I want to instill a love of 
reading, but I also really enjoy 
engaging students, and adults, in 
conversations about books. And I 
was looking for a unique way to 

incorporate conversations about 
SE well-being,” he said. “Also, 
there’s some really good, rich, 
meaningful children’s literature 
out there.”

Since he started the videos, 
students have come to him on 
the playground or cafeteria to tell 
their thoughts on various charac-
ters’ intentions or decisions. They 
can also reply in the comments 
box of the Schoology page where 
the video is kept. Hanrahan said 
he’s grateful for the technology 
that has given him a tool to read 
to and hear from 438 students, 
something that would not be pos-
sible in person.

The current chapter book, "Sav-
ing Winslow by Sharon Creech, 
is a complex and beautiful story, 
layers and connects Winslow the 
donkey with various characters. 
One student wrote this reply: I 
think Nora is sad because Win-
slow is sick and it makes me think 
of her little brother.

Fourth grader Angus Fry says 

being read to by Mr. Hanrahan 
has encouraged him to read 
more, and he already loves to 
read. He relates most to the 
character of Gus, he said, because 
like himself, Gus is interested in 
sports.

Teachers have appreciated 
the flexibility to use the videos 
in different ways. Kindergarten 
teacher Carter O’Donnell shows 
the video (picture book) in its 
entirety as a calming activity or 
special treat towards the end of 
the day. She is grateful that her 
students get to hear stories from 
one more adult.

Nyland agrees.
“The more people kids have 

reading to them, even if the 
students are avid readers, the 
better,” Nyland said. “They learn 
fluency and the rhythm of lan-
guage. Plus, I like that we have 
a unified theme we can all talk 
about school-wide.”

O’Donnell recently used a 
character from the picture book 

Jubari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall 
as a RULER lesson about trying 
new things that are hard.

Hanrahan said over the years 
he’s built relationships with kids 
around their hopes and dreams 
and these recordings have given 
him a way to share a part of him-
self with students. For example, 
when a character was missing his 
brother, Hanrahan was able to 
tell his students that he could re-
late to Louie because he [Hanra-
han] misses his son who is away 
at college and feels sad when he 
walks into his son's empty room.

“I am trying to a.) teach them 
that we can connect to characters 
no matter who we are and b.) 
show them I’m a real person, not 
just a principal.”

Angus Fry has another goal in 
mind.

“I want Mr. Hanrahan to keep 
reading because I like listening 
to and reading chapter books. I 
hope he picks a good one after 
this,” Angus said.
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Jeremy Bosworth supports art with art
Carl Dellutri's AHS art club inspired glasswork artist to pursue craft
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ALUMNI PROFILE:

Jeremy Bosworth, class of 1996, 
is an artist for the artist. His 
highly customized stand-

making work and installation 
hardware have been exhibited 
in galleries around the nation, 
including an upcoming Preston 
Singletary show at the Smithson-
ian Museum of American Indian 
Art.  After graduating from Ev-
ergreen College, he returned to 
Anacortes to work in his own 
hotshop blowing and selling 
glass. But like the steel he forges, 
that path would meld and twist 
into something else. Regional 
and international artists rely on 
Bosworth’s exquisite and unique 
designs to support, literally and 
figuratively, their art.

How did you first become 
interested in glasswork?

My parents always took my 
brothers and me to Pilchuck Glass 
School’s summer open houses. 
We took those trips all through 
the 80’s and early 90’s, and I was 
fascinated by the process. Then 
in my junior year of high school, 
I saw Paul Thorne at the Arts and 
Crafts Festival with his forge, and 
my senior project was born. I also 
had a mentor in Lark Dalton on 
Guemes who showed me how to 
build a furnace. And I have a very 

fond memory of riding our bikes 
downtown to the marble factory, 
which inspired me to start experi-
menting with heating glass.

My mom and dad also took us 
to Seattle art galleries where I first 
saw Martin Blank’s work. At the 
Traver studio, Bill Traver actually 
welcomed us into the gallery and 
invited me to come back the next 
week, and to this day, it was the 
most mammoth experience I’ve 
ever had. I had my foot in the 
door.

How did you learn all the 
metal-working skills? 

I worked nine summers at Pil-
chuck Glass School, starting with 
cleaning the shop. In the winter, 
I also got to work part time with 
William Morris, building every 
tool, table, workbench and hand-
rail. Most of the glass artists I now 
work with are people I met up 
at Pilchuck. Shelly Muzylowski 
Allen asked me to make a stand 
for one of her pieces. Then she 
asked me to make another. And it 
snowballed from there.

Who inspired you while 
you were in school?

Carl Dellutri is the reason I’m 
here today doing what I do. I had 

always taken the after school art 
classes, but it wasn’t until I joined 
Mr. Dellutri’s Art Club that I 
learned that art could be serious. 
He shepherded us through the 
process of creating art, taught 
us framing and how to make 
slides of our work, brought in 
real artists and held workshops 
that changed my views on art. 
He talked to us like adults and 

shared his passion. This was criti-
cal in my thinking seriously about 
becoming an artist.

What’s the best part of 
your job?

Working in my own space, 
a hotshop I built every single 
piece of, is key to doing the 
extreme custom work I do. 

I love brainstorming and 
problem-solving, engineering 
and then executing the vision. 
The satisfaction that comes 
when I deliver the piece is 
like nothing else. My job is to 
aesthetically balance the artist’s 
work, and at the same time, 
literally balance it. My stands 
have  to safely hold the weight.  
But they must also support the 
work itself while remaining 
hidden. 

Why are the arts 
important? 

People need to know how 
to work with their hands. It’s 
a deeply human experience, 
and it’s really important to stay 
connected to that. Now more 
than ever with computers do-
ing so much for us, we need 
to know what it’s like to create 
something. It’s empowering 
and is an important facet of 
humanity, even a link to our 
past.

To see Bosworth’s work, 
google any of the following art-
ists. As stated above, his name 
is not credited as the work is 
meant to disappear into the 
background: Rik Allen, Preston 
Singletary, Shelley Muzylowski 
Allen.

Jeremy Bosworth's custom standmaking artwork will be featured in an 
upcoming show at the Smithsonian Museum of American Indian Art.

Hanrahan shares books with the masses
Island View principal records reading videos for viewing by district teachers, kids

Island View Principal Brian Hanrahan reads with 2nd grader Hannah Baldwin. Hanrahan shared reading videos 
with students during the pandemic.


