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Retirees reflect on years in schools, connections with students
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Rice Field construction begins 
new era for Anacortes High School
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The beginnings of the new 
Anacortes High School cam-
pus are taking shape with 

work fully underway on Rice 
Field and Seahawks Stadium. It’s 
the first phase of the high school 
replacement and modernization 
project. Excavators began moving 
dirt last month. 

The school board joined Mayor 
Laurie Gere and about 40 com-
munity members and students 
in a groundbreaking ceremony 
on May 5.  

In her speech, Gere recognized 
former mayor and community 
advocate Jim Rice as a “doer” – 
someone who could serve as a 
role model for future generations 
of Anacortes students.

Also present were Rice’s grand-
children who said the new field 
would make their grandfather 
proud.

A central theme of the ceremo-
ny was community spirit. 

School Board President Bobbi-
lyn Hogge said she was grateful 
to all those who worked tire-
lessly for several years to pass 
the bond and design the school 
and campus. 

“It’s an important investment 
that will bring pride and hope 
to our students as well as to our 
entire community,” she said. 

Gere, too, focused on the co-
operation between the school 
district, the city and the numerous 
youth sports and parks founda-
tions, who all share the goal of 
serving our youth. 

“The field is a concrete repre-
sentation of where we’re going 
as a community,” she said. “It’s 
building a future for our kids – 
for their well-being and for their 
health.”

The four-month project in-
cludes several complex areas of 
work, all to be done simultane-
ously in different areas of the site.  
These include extensive civil and 
utility work, grandstand, press 
boxes, restroom and concession 
buildings, as well as the track and 
field development.  

Keith Michel, senior construc-
tion manager at FORMA, says it’s 
a relatively complex project.

“The nature of the site is chal-
lenging, but we are poised to meet 
those challenges,” he said. 

Daily on-site staff will range 
from 30 to 60 people this summer. 
The workflow includes: 

• Rough grade
• Significantly cut the hillside
• Build the foundations for the 

plaza and grandstands
• Structural and building infra-

structure including finishes
• Track and field improvements

• Site development and land-
scaping

The project is scheduled to be 
complete by mid-September with 
the goal of hosting athletic events 
in the new stadium this fall. 

Michel says the project is spe-
cial both personally and profes-
sionally.

“We’ve been charged with the 
responsibility of ensuring that 
this comes together how everyone 
has been planning and dreaming 
it,” he said. “We take that seri-
ously.”

A big part of the dream is 

Veterans Memorial Plaza. Before 
ground broke on Rice Field, a 
ceremony was held to honor War 
Memorial Field and the Anacortes 
veterans who lost their lives in 
WWII. The original plaque from 
the Class of 1945 with their names 
will be one of several physical 
reminders in the new plaza.

The new memorial was de-
signed by local architect Brooks 
Middleton, with support from 
a six-member committee. It will 
include written descriptions of 
U.S. wars and conflicts in history, 
as well as recognition of service 

members including local Medal 
of Honor recipients. 

Veterans Memorial Commit-
tee co-chairs Eric Johnson and 
Matt Miller say it’s important to 
honor all the sacrifices of veterans 
by making a lasting and visible 
memorial for future generations.

“The plaza will give students 
and the larger community the 
opportunity to reflect and engage 
with the history of our U.S. veter-
ans,” said Miller.

A dedication of the new me-
morial is scheduled for October 
5 at 4 p.m.

While the Class of 2016 
prepares to walk across 
the stage to receive their 

high school diploma, a handful of 
staff members are “graduating” 
as well – preparing for retirement 
after years of service to students 
in Anacortes. 

Julie Boyce
40 years
Fidalgo, Mt. Erie, Island View and 
Whitney. K-4, reading lab, math 
lab, library, music and movement, 

Americorps supervisor, summer 
school director

One thing is clear: Julie Boyce 
is passionate about reading. 

She has worn many differ-
ent hats in all of the district’s 
elementary buildings, but the 
constant is always her love for 
literacy.

“It’s so rewarding to see their 
growth. To see how a non-
reader can work and grow and 
become a reader, a confident 

reader. And to see himself as a 
success,” says Boyce.

Over the years, Boyce worked 
tirelessly to improve student 
learning while teaching the read-
ing and math lab classes. Col-
league Patty Johnson says Boyce 
believes every student can learn 
and sets high goals.

Boyce feels like she made a real 
difference in kids’ lives and will 
miss those connections with her 
students. She will also deeply 
miss the staff, many with whom 
she’s worked for decades and 
considers family.

She says teaching really con-
sumed her, frequently staying 
in the evening, so she’s looking 
forward to more balance in her 
life. She plans on substituting, 
tutoring and spending time with 
her family.

“Her students will remember 
the joy in her face when they 

entered the class each day and 
the peace they felt in her positive 
classroom,” said Johnson. “They 
will remember her as a teacher 
who never gave up on them.” 

Fun Fact: Boyce was a baton 
twirler in college at Washington 
State University and for a time, 
led baton twirling at Fidalgo.

Kathleen Root
16 years
Anacortes Middle School counselor

When Kathleen Root de-
cided to get her master of 

science in mental health coun-
seling, she knew she wanted 
to be a middle school coun-
selor. She was drawn to middle 
schoolers “in-between-ness.” 
Watching them change from be-
ing children to almost adults is 
one of her favorite parts of the 
job.  Root also enjoys working 
with parents. 

“They’re just looking for the 
best for their kids,” she said. 

The job is really about prob-
lem-solving, and  it’s different 
every day. That variety is what 
Root loves about her position. 

School board members, student representatives, administrators and the mayor joined forces on May 5 to break ground on the new Seahawks Sta-
dium and Rice Field. The project is scheduled to be completed by September for the fall sports season. Pictured are Jon Ronngren, Whitney Hogge, 
Erin Rieger, Bobbilyn Hogge, Laurie Gere, Mark Wenzel, Bill Shaw, Hannah Swartos and Sabrina Poor. 

Julie Boyce retires this month after 
a 40-year teaching career in public 
schools. 
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Shout outs
library magic

Last time I was at the high school for 
parent teacher conferences there were 

signs in the hallway to come visit the 
library, so I did. I was given a friendly 
greeting by Dana John, the librarian, who 
told me all about what’s going on at the 
library. I was impressed with her energy, 
her new ideas, and the way she was trans-
forming the library to a place where kids 
want to be. 

I can tell Mrs. John really has a vision 
for making the library a useful place, 
whether it is for research, to study, to read, 
or to wait until mom picks you up. I was 
impressed with the number of computers 
there, and the way the space is arranged 
for studying, working, or other needs. She 
is having a “Bookapalooza” contest. She 
painted the door, and she continues to find 
ways to make the library inviting. She kept 
saying how much she enjoyed the students 
and how great they were. 

Mrs. John is doing great work there, and 
I encourage any parent to stop by and see 
it for themselves!

Kristine Murray, parent

incredible support

Meredith McIlmoyle has given an 
incredible amount of support to my 

students all year long. She has come into 
our classroom at least twice a month to 
teach an art lesson to students. The effort 
she puts in to plan, gather supplies, and 
present the lesson is invaluable. Students 
always cheer when she enters the room; 
she’s our own personal rock star. She 
spreads confidence, art skills, and knowl-
edge about artists in our class.

Jill Strainer, teacher

transportation maestro

Karen Garrison 
and her staff at the 

transportation depart-
ment are amazing. One 
day I was visiting the 
bus garage to find a 
lost coat. Karen went 
and looked for it her-
self. While I was wait-
ing, I noticed a board 
with all of the special 
bus needs that are met. 
I think sometimes we 

take for granted how students get to the 
various sporting events or field trips.

Karen has had to think outside the box 
in many transportation needs for our 
family. Currently a vehicle picks up my 
student, takes him to the McDonalds in 
Burlington, where a Sedro-Woolley van 
meets him and takes him to Arlington. The 
transportation department is like a fine-
tuned orchestra, and Karen is the maestro!

 Stephanie Hamilton, parent

autism movement class

Fidalgo DanceWorks added an autism 
movement class at Mt. Erie this year. 

We could not have done it without the 
thoughtful, compassionate and consistent 
assistance from parent volunteer Janet 
Rutz. We also had the wonderful assis-
tance of student mentors who not only 
were good examples for the movements 
but also showed friendship and respect as 
they built relationships with the students 
in the class. These students are amazing: 
at Mt. Erie: Lahni Allen, Ellette Broyles, 
Tanea Curtis, Keely Dittmore, Alex Her-
nandez, Kate McFarlin, Alaire Theriotrut 
and Matthew Rutz; at Island View: Caitlin 
Brar, Eli Hankey, Maya Marshall and 
Lucy Shainin. Thank you from the bottom 
of my heart.

Silja Shjarback, parent

poetry enrichment

Thank you to Sherry Chavers, Tina 
Franulovich-Martin, Terri Bakke-

Schultz and Molly McNulty who coor-
dinate the Poets in the Schools program 
through the Skagit River Poetry Festival. 
Through their work, we host multiple 
poets each year who enrich our children’s 
education and lives. The Festival publishes 
a student anthology, drawing entries from 
all Skagit County school districts and 
Skagit Valley Community College. This 
year, 11 of the 23 student poets published 
were from Anacortes schools! This is a 
great honor, and a direct result of these 
women’s efforts.

Heather Shainin, teacher

two standouts

Two Mt. Erie staff members deserve 
praise. Sheila Lloyd, custodian, has 

such a kind heart and a “can do” at-
titude. Without being asked, she spent 
several weeks clearing out space in other 
parts of the school so that the mustang 
closet, PTA room, and Mrs. Estenson’s 
office could have more room. I have 
enjoyed working with and getting to 
know Sheila. Meanwhile, teacher Jonna 
Dunham inspires our kids in math. I am 
amazed by her passion, patience, and 
structure with students. They have the 
opportunity to enjoy and maybe even 
love math because of her hard work.

Carrie Worra, parent

parent volunteers

Thank you to my parent volunteers 
Dominique Zermeno, Chrissy Lem-

rick, Lisa Inabnit and Lisa Kuhnlein for 
consistently coming in to help with what-
ever I throw at them.

Luke Stanage, teacher

island view appreciation

My daughter’s teacher, MaryJo Chris-
tenson, has been a wonderful and 

caring teacher. Thank you for always being 
there for Nicole. Kim Wedul and Monica 
Frost have also shown great care. I also 
want to thank my son’s teachers at Mount 
Erie for always caring about him and help-
ing him. Tracy Dickison, Nate Rozema, 
and Jody Dylan, thank you for all you do.

Christina Coffey, parent

making a difference 
Thank you Stacey Estenson, Tony Vec-

chione, Beth Reddy and Laura Spehar 
for making the Food to Go program a 
great success! We were able to send sup-
plemental food home in backpacks for up 
to 127 kids each week. We also have begun 
to serve middle and Cap Sante students. 
Thank you all for the difference you are 
making in these students’ lives. We will be 
up and running again next September.

Kari Mathis, parent 
and Food to Go coordinator

bus driver inspiration

I’d like to shout out bus driver Sherri 
Solwold on Route 5. I have a student, 

Alasdair, who is a bus driver, airplane pi-
lot, train conductor and ferry boat captain 
in training! All the bus drivers encourage 
Alasdair in his future careers by informing 
him of all the bus route schedules and the 
bus workings. Sherri in particular gives 
Alasdair questions to research and copies 
of newsletters. It indeed takes a village to 
encourage and nurture our students!  

Pat Tonnemaker, teacher

powerful meetings

AMS registrar Mellie Kennedy has 
come to Mount Erie on several oc-

casions this year to support family and 
student meetings. Her translation skills 
have allowed us to have much more 
powerful meetings with parents as we 
discuss important issues around regula-
tions, instruction and student learning. 
Her role has been indispensable in mak-
ing connections to our Spanish speaking 
families. 

Peter Donaldson, principal

skillful maneuvering

A huge thank you to our bus drivers 
Rob Braatz and Clyde Lauridsen. 

They took our Fidalgo fifth graders to 
Weather Education Day at Safeco Field. 
They helped us get to the stadium ahead 
of schedule, maneuvered the narrow city 
streets, and got us back safely through 
heavy traffic which included a disabled 
vehicle in the middle of I-5. They even 
joined us during the game at our seats, 
interacting with the kids and teachers. 
Thank you for your part in making this a 
smooth and fun trip!

Barbara Meaders, teacher

cheerful and upbeat

Fidalgo para-educa-
tor Karen Mantell 

is always cheerful and 
upbeat which carries a 
long way through the 
school day with both 
staff and students. 
Karen also has a “Pin-
terest gift” and keeps 
our school looking 
amazing.

Laura Spehar, 
Americorps volunteer

kathy caldwell

I’d like to give a huge shout out to psy-
chologist Kathy Caldwell at Island View 

for her amazing time and dedication to the 
students. Kathy has been so helpful with my 
sons Chance and Cooper Schneider. She’s 
a real wealth of knowledge in education to 
help parents learn what works best for their 
child. I’m so thankful for her help and to 
have her there at Island View.

Christy Stearns, parent

rachel’s closet

Rachel’s Closet has now expanded to 
our elementary schools and contin-

ues to serve our students and families 
districtwide with items such as clothing 
and school supplies. This resource could 
not exist without the time our volunteers 
dedicate. Thank you to: Chris Wood, 
Jen Aggergaard, Amy Schnabel, Linda 
Miller, Darcy Bellusci, Carrie Worra, 
Kristina Knott, Wendy Dziminowicz, 
Sonia Hambleton, Cathy Hoy, Mallory 
Kidder and Jim Eberhardt.

Organizations include: Anacortes 
Needlepoint Guild, Washington State 
Troopers Association, Elsa and Compa-
ny, Soroptimist International of Fidalgo 
Island, Soroptimist International of 
Anacortes, Kiwanis Noon Club, Christ 
Episcopal Church and The Red Door 
volunteers.

Shawn Flynn and Kathleen Root, counselors

reader board
AMS has a new electronic reader 

board, and it is fabulous! Seeing it every 
day reminds us of the great citizenry 
Anacortes has. Our sincere thanks go to 
Todd Welliver, Nick Diemert, Kevin 
Culp, Greg Haynes, Randy Ruzick, 
Noontime Rotary, Senior College, PTSA 
and an anonymous donor. 

Mark Perkins, assistant principal AMS

Karen Garrison

Mt. Erie teacher Jonna Dunham enjoys a laugh with Staely Moore during a recent class. Dunham 
received a shout out for her ability to create special connections with students.  

‘a very nice man’
Mr. Bob Hall (para-educator at Island View) is my helper. He helps me to 

calm down and to do my work. Mr. Bob cares about me. Mr. Bob is a very 
nice man.

Reid Tottenham, kindergarten

Karen Mantell
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Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

Island View first graders take an energetic approach as they recite the school pledge in the 
morning. In addition to the Pledge of Allegiance, students affirm a belief in themselves and 
their ability to succeed with the school pledge.  

Hope matters. 
That’s the theme at Island View 

Elementary this year. And for Prin-
cipal Brian Hanrahan, it’s an approach 
that cuts to the core of what it means to 
be in public education. Hanrahan revels 
in stories that connect hope to students 
achieving their goals. 

He also attributes the school’s learning 
results – three consecutive state academic 
achievement awards – to a culture focused 
on student empowerment. 

One recent story is a second grader who 
moved here last year. He had struggled 
academically throughout his early school 
years, and his mother worried that he had 
started to vocalize “hating” school. 

At the beginning of the school year, his 
classroom teacher helped develop a sup-
port plan including 1:1 tutoring from a 
retired teacher and core reading instruction 
in the classroom.  She told the principal: “I 
believe in this student – we’ll get him where 
he needs to be.” 

Two weeks ago, the teacher brought the 
grinning student to the office to announce 
that he had just taken the spring reading 
test – and he scored at grade level! In a 
photograph to capture the moment, the boy 
exuded confidence and success.

“Look at that smile,” Hanrahan said, as 
he recently showed colleagues a photo of 
the boy on the day he achieved his reading 
goal. “That’s what this work is all about.” 

Research and conviction 
The focus on hope is not new at the 

school, but perhaps is more explicit than in 
the past. Two years ago, Hanrahan engaged 
his staff in a deep conversation about the 
purpose of their endeavors with kids. 

“Why do we do this work? What brings 
us to school every day?” he probed. 

Out of those conversations came shared 
values about the importance of inspiring 
students, helping students believe in them-
selves and instilling hope for the future. 

Then last summer, Hanrahan joined 
district administrators at a conference with 
keynote speaker Dr. Russ Quaglia, whose 
research focuses on the connection between 
hope and increased student achievement. 
Quaglia’s studies have found that rela-
tionships with caring adults at school and 
a belief in oneself and one’s future have 
significant positive impacts on student 
learning.  

“I sat there thinking about my previous 
life as a high school English teacher for 20 

years and how relationships have always 
been at the heart of the work,” Hanrahan 
said. “The best way to build hope is to build 
relationships and show kids you care and 
believe in them. I walked away inspired.”

School actions  
The inspiration turned into a deepened 

focus this school year, one that included 
frequent opportunities for staff to share 
stories, the development of a school 
pledge and goal-setting around hopes 
and dreams. 

“I love our school’s cultural focus this 
year,” said teacher Samantha Ng. “I espe-
cially appreciate how Brian reminds us 
about our focus in weekly communication, 
staff meetings, and all-day professional 
development. These reminders reignite 
my passion for teaching and remind me 
why I joined this profession.” 

In addition to the Pledge of Allegiance, 
students this year recite the Island View 
pledge. The pledge is grounded in research 
that underscores the power of words in 
creating belief-sets and shaping culture. 
Every morning, students say: 

I am an Island View eagle 
I have hopes and dreams for my future 
I am talented, smart and capable of
success
I will fly toward my goals and dreams
every day 
All of us at Island View will succeed

“I like having our pledge on the loud 
speaker because sometimes in the morn-
ing, even only five minutes into the 
school day, we are already caught up in 
the hustle and bustle of getting things 
done,” said teacher Alyssa Levesque. 
“It’s a great reminder to slow down for 
a minute and remind ourselves of these 
powerful words.” 

Fifth grader Emily Stroh says the 
pledge helps her at school by making her 
more persistent. 

“Just last week I was working on a hard 
math problem,” she said. “I was about to 
give up when I thought about our pledge, 
and I kept trying!”

Hopes and dreams
While school staff have worked hard 

this year to help students develop goals 
for the future, they also took time to write 
down their own hopes and dreams at 
the beginning of the year. At an end-of-
year celebration last month, Hanrahan 
returned the sealed envelopes for staff to 
read, reflect and share. 

The room turned quiet for a few mo-
ments, then colleagues opened up in 
small groups with poignant stories about 
themselves, their families and their stu-
dents.  

“It was a beautiful moment,” said 
Hanrahan. “It reconnected us to the power 
of hope.”

There’s a sentimental ballad from Leon-
ard Bernstein’s Broadway musical On 
The Town called “Some Other Time” 

that laments how quickly life passes by: 

Where has the time all gone to? 
Haven’t done half the things we want to. 
Ah well, we’ll catch up some other time. 

This time of year, it’s an easy refrain to 
grasp. It’s June. The school year is end-
ing. Where did the time go? 

For the Class of 2016 and their parents, 
it’s an even more nostalgic note. Those 
giggling toddlers we held in our arms 
just yesterday will now walk across the 
stage in the high school gym on June 
17 as young men and women. They’ll 
receive a piece of paper that documents 
13 years of hard work and rigorous 
standards met. And they’ll spread their 
wings and fly. 

And for those of us with small chil-
dren, while the days may seem long, 
the years zip by. We see our young ones 
learning to read, work together, gain con-
fidence, solve problems and relate to the 
world. We see them grow into thinking, 
caring individuals who will positively 
impact our community and our world. 

As a district, the 2015-2016 school year 
has brought forward 180 school days 
of laughter, tears, hope, breakthroughs 
and ultimately learning. We’ve addressed 
new rigorous standards in core subject 
areas, along with more demanding as-

sessments. We’ve 
launched a high 
school construction 
project, deepened a 
technology initia-
tive, committed to 
a future 6-8 middle 
school, worked hard 
on curriculum issues 
and engaged staff in 
conversations about 
workload. 

We’ve worked to 
address a spike in student mental health 
issues, reflected on our highly capable 
program, conferred with parents of 
students with special needs, organized a 
goal-oriented professional development 
program and hired 25 top-notch employ-
ees to join our talented team next year. 

And we’ve celebrated. 
We’ve celebrated the incredible 

growth of students in their thinking, 
performance and overall development. 
We’ve celebrated dynamic classroom 
teaching, innovative learning and good 
character. And we’ve celebrated ac-
complishments outside the classroom 
because that’s so important – in cheer, 
athletics, music, drama, art, dance, 
robotics, business, debate, poetry, leader-
ship, community service, environmental 
stewardship, academic competitions and 
more.  

We’ve seen kids sparkle as they achieve 
a personal record in the mile, give a 

speech before their classmates or nail 
a physics exam. We’ve also been there 
with them through the low times – when 
personal hurts cause them to question 
themselves, shut down or run away. 

Along this path, the community has 
continually rallied for our children. They 
say that you can tell the quality of a com-
munity by its investment in children and 
those in need. By that standard, Ana-
cortes gets an A+. 

Service groups and Anacortes Schools 
Foundation have stood shoulder-to-
shoulder with us time and again to share 
financial resources and volunteer time to 
enrich our students’ lives. Other volun-
teers have tutored, mentored and reached 
out to children and staff to make a dif-
ference in ways large and small. Each act 
of connection and kindness helps shape 
our district as a whole and the individual 
lives of these young people who depend 
on us. We are grateful to you, Anacortes. 

As the time dwindles on this school 
year, we wish each and every one of you 
a safe and rewarding summer. We say 
good-bye to our seniors and to those 
moving away – and ask that you go into 
the world with confidence, love and a 
conviction that we stand behind you. 

And for those of you sticking around, 
we’ll look forward to seeing you in the 
fall to celebrate more connections, suc-
cesses and life stories in 2016-2017.

Thank you for a wonderful school year. 
We deeply appreciate the partnership.

Island View Elementary: 
Connecting ‘hope’ to student success 

‘she is the best’
We are so incred-

ibly lucky to 
have Darlene Cruz as 
our bus driver on the 
Guemes route! My son, 
Zaden, goes to Whit-
ney. Because of this, he 
has extra time on the 
bus with Darlene. He 
enjoys his time with 
her so much. She is so 
fantastic that she even 
came to his first T-Ball 

game to root him on! He told anybody that 
would listen that “Miss Darlene came to 
watch, and she is the best.”

There are people in your life that change 
it because of their warmth and love. She 
is one of those people, and I am thankful 
every single day that she is the person 
driving the most “important thing in my 
life” to school.

Laura Ferguson, parent

testing guru

A big thank you to 
our new testing 

coordinator, Jamie 
Woodards. Jamie does 
an excellent job of 
managing the varied 
and complex testing 
processes that occur 
throughout the year at 
AHS. Jamie also makes 
a concerted effort to 
ensure students attend 
on testing days, so they 

have the opportunity to take exams that 
are required for graduation. We are very 
happy to have her on our team!

Maggie Lahey, counselor

wise teacher

Island View third 
grade teacher Mary 

Nyland is one of the 
most kindhearted, wise 
and warm teachers my 
children have ever had. 
She sees beyond be-
havior to potential, and 
consistently guides her 
students toward their 
best possible selves. 
She teaches charac-
ter and resilience by 

example, and never sternly but with love. 
I am so grateful for her guidance through 
some challenging times this year.

Keiko McCracken, 
volunteer coordinator and parent

kind and helpful

My husband and I live in Renton and 
are unable to make conferences due 

to the drive and work schedules. My step-
son’s eighth grade bloc teacher Kayalyn 
Stewart has been amazing in keeping in 
touch with us via email on how things 
are going in her classes. Ms. Stewart is a 
wonderful example of communication 
and how it can be achieved successfully 
between parents and teachers. We thank 
her very much for her time and kind-
ness throughout the year. Also assistant 
principal Mark Perkins has been such an 
advocate and has always made himself 
available to help when a difficult situation 
arises. We’re thankful for all the help he 
has given our family. He may not know 
how much, but his kindness is very much 
appreciated.

Marlo Wilson, parent

cerebral palsy

This is a shout out to all staff and kids 
who participated in wearing green in 

honor of “National Cerebral Palsy Aware-
ness Day” on March 25. On behalf of Cole 
Murray (who has CP) and his family, we 
are grateful for bringing CP awareness to 
AMS, so that we can better understand 
this condition and decrease the stigma that 
sometimes is associated with special needs 
children. 

Donna Murray, parent

Jamie Woodards

Mary Nyland

Darlene Cruz

More 
shouts

The passage of time: 
Celebrating a year of hopes and dreams



Class of 2016: Senior reflections 

Kristin Bielman
I’ve known for a long time what 

I’ve wanted to do, and because 
I’ve had that goal – because I re-
ally wanted it – I’ve always been 
motivated to work hard. Next year 
I will be going to the University 
of Washington to earn a B.S in nurs-
ing. My long-term goal is to work 
in Labor and Delivery, but I want 
to spend some time in the critical 
care unit to help me understand 
the stress of it all. Being in so many 
clubs (Honor Society, Speech and 
Debate, Link Crew, Green Club) 
and sports (soccer and softball) really helped give me confidence. 
Debate taught me to be prepared for anything. I was in AVID 
all four years. Ms. Gibson’s guidance and honesty helped me 
become who I am. She makes us think about things we’ve never 
thought possible. I can’t thank her enough for her support.

Jacob Carver
Taking photography and 

advanced digital media really 
sealed my dreams. I’ve had Mr. 
Thompson all four years, and he’s 
been so supportive, always chal-
lenging me with new ideas. My 
confidence has grown over these 
four year as well. I realize now that 
there are more opportunities than 
I thought possible. I always liked 
exploring and enjoyed reading 
National Geographic. Now I’m going 
to combine those two passions, and 
it’s all because I was exposed to 
some great classes and teachers. I’ll be majoring in visual jour-
nalism with a minor in film studies at Western Washington Uni-
versity. My advice to underclassmen is to follow your dreams to 
whatever end. In the long run, following your passion will make 
you 10 times happier than following money.

Alexis Huffstodt
I have been going to the Boys and 

Girls Club since I was six. And I 
was lucky enough to work there for 
almost two years, which helped me 
decide to go into early childhood 
education. I have always been pas-
sionate about children; they really 
need someone there for them, not 
necessarily family. I did Running 
Start my junior year and then trans-
ferred to Cap Sante High School for 
my senior year because we knew 
we were having a baby – Harrison 
was born in January. I have done a 
lot of growing up over these four years. I had a lot to overcome. 
Both Erin Gibson and Kim Stamper helped and supported me 
through high school, always pushing me and instilling confi-
dence. And Taylor Bannister at the Boys & Girls Club has been 
an incredible mentor. My advice to underclassmen is to reach 
out; there are so many teachers willing to help. Don’t be afraid 
to ask. I will finish my A.A. next year at Skagit Valley Com-
munity College, with the long-term goal of opening my own 
in-home daycare. 

K.C. Mathes
Being involved in so many 

activities and athletics (swim-
ming, Boy Scouts, band, sailing, 
Thunderbird Aquatic Club, student 
government) forced me to have 
strong time management. School 
has always come first, but I keep 
my commitments to the other 
activities as well. It’s been a lot of 
hard work, but it paid off. I’m from 
a military family, so I always knew 
I’d join, but I never thought about 
an academy until my senior year. 
I’m excited to be going to the US 
Naval Academy in Annapolis to 
study mechanical engineering. I hope to pursue naval aviation. 
Mr. Holtgeerts played a big part by writing my letters of recom-
mendation, but I really feel like all the teachers I’ve encountered 
in Anacortes were supportive.

Aidyn Peace
A lot of things shaped my path, 

but spending my sopho-
more year in Spain was one of 
the biggest eye openers. It forced 
me to be independent, gave me 
an adventurous spirit and gave 
me a broad sense of the world 
outside Skagit County. It was 
there that I learned about Doctors 
Without Borders, which is now 
the goal I am pursuing. I joined 
the Army Reserves Future Soldier 
Program last year to eventually 
go to college on the GI Bill. When 
I finish my training, I will be a certified paramedic. I plan to 
work as an ER nurse which will help prepare me for Doctors 
Without Borders. Mr. Hancock has helped me by discussing 
global issues and challenging my worldviews. And my dad 
always pushed me to expand my horizons, read deep books 
and think.

Jaymee Graves
It all started when I was about 

nine with dogs and 4H. But I 
couldn’t keep myself out of the 
cattle barn, so eventually my 
parents let me get my first three 
cows. Now my herd is 13. I do all 
the work on the ranch. I’ve taken 
AVID classes every year in school 
which really helped focus on how 
to get scholarships, how to write 
applications and how to write 
and revise college essays. And 
the counselors helped me get the 
classes I would need to reach my 
goals. So next fall, I’ll be going to Skagit Valley College to get 
a biology degree. Then I’ll transfer to a four-year university to 
major in bovine studies and minor in equine studies. The long-
term goal is to get my doctorate in veterinary medicine.

Yoden Ortmann Wight
Being homeschooled my entire 

life, I’ve always been an inde-
pendent and disciplined learner. 
I transferred to Cap Sante High 
School two years ago to fulfill my 
graduation requirements. Next 
year I will go to Skagit Valley 
Community College to earn my 
A.A. in technical arts. Hopefully I 
will get a job in welding. Being in 
metals class definitely turned me 
on to welding, but I’ve worked 
in construction for a while, so I 
knew I wanted to work with my 
hands. Building an addition on 
my neighbor’s house for my senior project taught me a lot 
about teamwork and being accountable to a group. I would 
recommend Cap Sante High School to students who have 
other responsibilities, like the need to work or having to care 
for a family member. You really have to be disciplined to suc-
ceed. 

Nat Jenkins
I was on a mission trip in Port-

land, and my friend helped 
wash a homeless person’s feet. It 
was then that I realized I could 
make a difference. I felt called 
to help others from this raw 
experience. What if I could help 
homeless people by cutting their 
hair and trimming their beards, 
so they could more easily look 
for jobs? Next year, I am going 
through the barber program at 
Bates Technical College in Ta-
coma. After that, I will head to the 
Netherlands for further training at 
the Schorem Old School Barbershop. Then I will travel through 
the UK learning more about my trade. I think my relationships 
with teachers have helped me throughout my schooling. I was 
always the crazy kid in elementary school, and I’ve felt very 
supported by the teachers, specifically Mr. Burnett and Mr. 
Pringle, to be as artistic and creative as I can be.
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Brodniak award
The Anacortes Arts Festival 

was awarded the Walter Brodniak 
Award for excellence in the arts in 
a ceremony in the district’s board 
room on May 27. The award goes 
to an individual or organization 
that has enriched students’ lives 
with art. Since 1994 (22 years of 
service), the Anacortes Arts Festi-
val’s Giving Back Grant Program 
has provided more than $600,000 
for art-related projects in our 
community. In 2016, the Festival 
funded $42,000 for 21 projects 
including a piano purchase for 
AMS/AHS choir, art library 
at Fidalgo, education outreach 
program MoNA link, instrument 
support for the Seahawk Music 
Boosters and a major glass project 
at the high school.

“The Anacortes Arts Festival 
has been a driving force in help-
ing the district achieve a greater 
focus on visual and performing 
arts the last two decades,” said 
district arts coordinator Tina 
Franulovich-Martin. “We are 
so fortunate to have them as a 
partner in the education of our 
students.”

Student poets 
Poems by AHS students Jade 

Carter and Alex Hanesworth were 
selected from more than 60 stu-
dent submissions for the Phyllis 
Ennis Award, with an editor from 
Copper Canyon Press making the 
final selections.  Both students 
were featured in the recent Skagit 
Valley Poetry Festival. 

In addition, 11 of the 28 selected 
poems published in the Skagit 
River Poetry student anthology 
were written by Anacortes stu-
dents. Submissions came from the 
eight districts in the Poets-in-the-
Schools Program.

Academic awards
Island View and Fidalgo 

elementary schools recently re-
ceived 2015 Washington Achieve-
ment Awards based on statewide 
assessment data. 

Island View placed in the top 
10 percent of elementary schools 
statewide in making the most 
progress in English Language Arts 
and math for all students, based 
on the last three years of state test 
results. It was the school’s third 
consecutive award. 

Fidalgo received the award for 
growth in reading. It places 
Fidalgo in the top 5 percent of 
elementary schools statewide in 
the growth of their students’ read-
ing, based on the last three years 
of state test results. The school has 
won four awards in the last five 
years. 

ASF grant supports  
mental health

An Anacortes Schools Founda-
tion grant will allow the district to 
provide mental health therapy to 
students throughout the summer. 
The grant, from a generous dona-
tion by Molly and Larry Dutton 
of Anacortes, will ensure services 
continue while school is out. 

“The needs don’t go away just 
because it’s summer vacation,” 
said superintendent Mark Wenzel. 
“This is an amazing gift that will 
allow us to reach students and 
make a difference in their lives in 
July and August. We’re incred-
ibly grateful for the community 
support.” 

IN BRIEF
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Music
Maureen Mack
Fidalgo, fifth grade

There is music in a storm, 
Wind whistling through the trees,
Rain drumming on the roof,
And puddles splashing when a little mouse 
runs to find shelter.

There is music in a storm, 
Dragonflies humming,
A soft breeze snaking through the reeds, 
Spring peepers singing,
And an ancient willow sighing in rhythm.

There is music on the seashore, 
Waves slapping a slow beat,
Seagulls screeching repeatedly, 
And crabs snapping their pinchers.

There is music in a garden, 
Bees buzzing softly,
The low rustle of a rabbit 
sneaking through the daffodils, 
Grass swaying from side to side,
And the sun’s rays dancing silently.

Music is everywhere.

Partial memory
Macia Melling
AMS, seventh grade

The meticulous moment in time, 
Was quarrelsome to hold in my head, 
The fragrant scent felt sublime,
As the insolent voice in my head fled.

A change
Kaylee Rudge
AMS, seventh grade

Tiny cracks, fissuring, shattering, 
A sudden cold, teeth are chattering, 
A final breath, frozen in time, 
Silent farewells to a friend of mine.

Self portrait
Kadence Yonkman
Fidalgo, fifth grade

I am cadence, a musical tone, 
The gentle rhythm of a soft melody.

My calming sound carries my high spirits,
Carries my sorrow and regrets, 
My restlessness and patience, 
My playfulness and cheer,
And my darkness, sad and cold.

I could be bold and powerful 
Or delicate and quiet,
I could be slow and lonely, 
Or swift and determined, 
But I am the rhythm of a 
Soft melody.

Dancing
Grizel Aroyo-Sanchez
Mt. Erie, fourth grade

Dancing, Dancing 
With the tall Nutcracker
On the Stage, 
Swirling and twirling,
And even hearing soft and loud music, 
People whispering,
“Look at Clara 
Dancing with
The tall Nutcracker.”

Beauty in its  
finest position
Campbell Plageman
Island View, fifth grade

My Red is a warm hug
Wrapping around a torn body 
To make it whole.

My Red is a heart in a soul
Of the one who has something to hold on to.

My Red is the cuts and bruises 
Of a man with a wandering past.

My Red is beauty 
In its finest position.

My Red is a swollen brain 
With too many ideas to confine.

My Red is the way a sentence 
Creates a story.

Unforgiving storms
Adam Rurey
AHS, 10th grade

I see a traveler coasting across a desert 
of boiling soulless grains.
I see the unforgiving storms 
of piercing winds and the bright red cloak 
the breaths through the landscape.

I see the tears of the family, filled with lament,
I hear the crashing waves, dry like bone, 
I hear the sobs of the family and 
the tyranny that the desert bestows,
I hear the wise whispers that leave 
from within the man in spinning red,

I feel a strong sense of aggravating struggle, 
I feel broken despair and a feeling of sorrow,
I feel the glimpse of light, a symbol of hope.

I am astounded by the relentless strength bestowed, 
I am given a story of old, a legend 
that is worn by the sands of the storm,
I am given a sense of tranquility 
and the extinguishing of burning sands 
that held so close to death.

Friends
Layla King
Whitney, kindergarten

If youire frend 
Folls down
Giv them a big hug 
Help your frends.

POETRY

celebrate
student writing

My favorite poem
Isabel Shainin
Island View, sixth grade

My favorite poem is the beach, 
Salty smell filling my nostrils, 
Rebellious wind ever shifting 
the cluttered sand.

My favorite poem is wind, 
Dreamy, compassionate wind,
Hesitantly pushing away 
its stubborn other self,
Like siblings playfully steering 
each other into the mud,

My favorite poem is mud,
Unbreakable mud 
Holding together 
The roots we live on, 
Wrapping its body 
around forgiveness,
Satisfied with the shadow 
of the flower it supports.

My favorite poem
Michael Hanrahan
Island View, sixth grade

My favorite poem is water, 
How it banishes rules,
Rushing through 
cluttered places, eager to rid them 
of inhumane deeds that have taken place in each one,
But remaining calm and graceful all the while.

My favorite poem is places, 
Taking you to new worlds, 
All different from the rest,
Each one almost beckoning a luminous WOW 
To come out of the mouth.

My favorite poem is difference, 
Defining all of us, but labeling none of us,
And all this time, keeping its own definition quiet.

My favorite poem is quiet, 
Delicate and fragile,
The slightest movement of any kind
can haul away the empty void it’s hidden in.

My favorite poem is movement.

Nostalgia
Anna Prewitt
AMS, eighth grade

A photograph 
Brighter
When it was 
taken 
Than it lies
On your faded stained 
Coffee table
Or is it just brighter 
In memory?
Breathing 
Flowing 
Perfect?

A last word, a last gesture 
When the hourglass 
Measures feelings 
In its
Drifting flakes, sand 
Before they fall
Gold after they’re spent

Too late 
It’s gone 
It won’t
Come back

Helpless tears fall 
On the photograph 
Blots it
Spreading meaning 
Into colors
Flutters to the floor 
Why can’t the future 
Be as coveted
As the past.

Aaliyah Raabe
Mt. Erie, fifth grade

My fall
Mica Gold
Island View, 
fifth grade

Fall carves 
its name 
into the clouds, 
Telling me 
it’s mine.
I try to launch 
back to my feet 
but orange leaves 
nuzzle me 
back down.
I share it 
with the world, 
but fall wants 
to forgive me.
The sailing sun 
does not care
it has captured 
my waves of trust.

I scatter myself 
through the 
cool crisp air,
but again 
fall forgives 
me as if I were 
not pure.
The winds 
tilt the moon 
up, up, up, only for it to fall again.

I offer to help them lift that globe,
but they breathe no, not you, and dissolve.
The sun is not here — it has captured 
my waves of trust.

I try to coax it out,
though it fades behind the clouds.
Now it travels the world,
and has drowned my waves of trust. 

I promise that I will be here waiting, 
as I sink down to the ground thinking 
Maybe this isn’t so bad.

Sonnet #1: Insult
Emilie Shjarback
AMS, eighth grade

O teach me how to not think! Artfully, 
Not for your death-token to flawless bear, 
For tooth of Satan knows not all of thee, 
And snakes of wrath slither upon thy hair.

Attractive only to those who live underground, 
Thou’d not let white sandy beaches grow near, 
And if thou be chased by nasty greyhounds, 
Thou’d not be scar’d.  Thou art ‘fraid of nothing.

For thine lofty wake thine windows to shake, 
In the house they’s cower too ‘fraid of thee, 
Thee feel nothing as darkness folds to make,
Thou blunt monster with uncounted heads! 
Bleed.

Drop into the rotten mouth of death! Shot.
Thy lips rot off! 
Thy voice to wreak and never stop.

Football
Joshua Smith
Island View, fifth grade

These are not hands, they are footballs, 
I intercept, using the anger
That sometimes gets the best of me,

If my hands are footballs, 
then my arms are end zones 
Receiving one scorer after another,
If my arms are end zones, 
my footprints are routes 
Run over and over again
And I am a touchdown, waiting to happen.

Avery Mitchell  
Mt. Erie, second grade

Daffodil
Halle Simons
Whitney, kindergarten

It’s as yellow as a bee, 
Win it’s not ripe
It’s like wite frosting

Life
Paige Winters
Mt. Erie, fifth grade

Life is a blossom, 
It begins as a bud,
Blossoms into a small flower, 
Then the petals fall
To the garden floor
And are replaced with 
Something 
New and young. 

The voices just aren’t 
in my head anymore
Theo Young
AMS, seventh grade

Everyone looks at me,
I’m the life of the party just by talking 
To nobody but me,
I’m alone for a second, 
And the next thing I know, 
I start performing Hamlet 
By myself,
Although I probably wouldn’t 
have memorized it, 
Bringing other people happiness 
I can do, But myself? 
That only works If I talk it out,
I talk to myself
so much,
People could make a movie 
out of those speeches,
That would only work though 
if I sold the rights,
It’s almost like there’s more to me 
than just me on earth,
But there isn’t,
I utter one word and people start to stare,
I turn to them, say a greeting, 
and continue with the voices, 
If you can’t talk to yourself,
Who can you talk to?

My favorite poem 
Is flowers,
Bright blossoms 
Luminous through 
The dark, dreary 
winter, 
Petals softly 
Speckled with snow,
Like the favorite blanket 
of a small child.

My favorite poem is snow,
Sleepy flakes falling 
onto outstretched tongues 
Harsh bullets exploding on impact,
Cautious people laughing at the sting.

My favorite poem is laughter, 
Connecting everyone stealthily
Through a love of sound 
and absence of sound 
or the quiet in between.

My favorite poem is quiet.
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Luca Battaglia, Mt. Erie, first grade

Bluebird
Eliza Wilmot

Island View, fourth grade

Olive had a little bluebird, 
little bluebird,
little bluebird,

Olive had a little bluebird,
Its feathers were blue as the sea.

Naps at school
Keegan Waters
Fidalgo, first grade
Opinion writing 

In my opinion we should have 
naps at school. I think we should 
have naps at school because we 
won’t be tired. We could get 
more projects done. We could be 
faster at running club. That’s why 
we should have naps at school.

I love to dance
(oratory excerpt) 
Richard Alatorre
AHS, 12th grade

I love to dance. I live to dance. It 
is my heart and my passion. Why? 
Because dancing literally saved me. 
I was homeless five years ago and 
a little desperate. I had no future 
and nothing going for me. Then I 
discovered dance. I had a reason 
to move, to take that extra step 
in life, to find meaning. I was able 
to dance my way out. Today, I am 
fortunate to be living with a caring 
and stable family. Still what mat
ters to me most is dance. I have 
auditioned for ALMA, a performing 
arts college, and I’m excited to see 
where this path will lead…

Renewable energy 
(excerpt)
Chloe Chambers
Fidalgo, sixth grade

Our world has a problem. We 
are running out of energy. Our 
coal and gas sources are limited. 
We need to go to renewable 
energy. The wind every day can 
be used as energy to run our 
houses, our transportation, and 
lots more. The machine that can 
change wind to energy is called a 
wind turbine.

Blades: The blades are a vital 
importance to ensure that the 
wind turbine does its job and cre
ates energy efficiently. The blade’s 
shape and pitch will create a 
difference in the data. Pitch is the 
angle of the blade. It could cause 
a difference in how fast the blades 
turn. A way to start making your 
blades is to create a design of the 
shape and try different pitches 
to see what kind you would like. 
After that, you decide how far 
you want the blades away from 
the hub (the piece the blades are 
connected to).

Conclusion: Wind could be a 
reliable source of energy in lots 
of places. It is efficient and stable. 
Turn away from non renewable 
energy that destroys our world 
and turn to the new energy that 
will help us save time on the 
planet.

Stopping pollution 
Yma Lovelett
Island View, third grade

I think we should cut back on the fumes and gasses we have been 
putting in the air. It is killing birds and other animals and making them 
very sick. We have to stop just throwing trash into the ocean. Bags could 
be mistaken for jellyfish by sea turtles, or plastic can holders could suf
focate an animal. Our pollutions that we have made have killed nearly 
1,000 animals. We must stop!

Landon Oliver, Mt. Erie, second grade

she sifted 
through 

alphabet soup 
through a

nebulous stack 
of whispers 

hoping to find that
which glowed 

incarnadine 
that which 
stood out 
lonesome 

tragic 
wholesome 

magic
Alex Hanesworth, AHS, 12th grade 

amid the 
reams
of regular 
that which 
possessed the
same magnetism 
as the moon 
and the stars
that which 
maintained 
a sense of
genuine wonder 
a sense of 
rebellion
a sense of truth

Alex Hanesworth
AHS, 12th grade

Puppies
Katelyn Walker
Mt. Erie, third grade

Helping, 
Playful 
Running, 
Walking, 
Eating 
Never enough cuteness.

Katelyn Walker, Mt. Erie, third grade

Bees
Olive Aspelund

Whitney, kindergarten

Bees buzz in the sun,
To sweet blooming blossoms, 

Drinking the nectar.

All about dogs 
(excerpt) 
Mary Jane DeLaBarre
Fidalgo, third grade

Chapter One: Body of a Dog

In Body of a Dog, you will learn 
all about the chest and the stom
ach of a dog, what the chest will 
look like and what is poisonous 
to a dog. First, let’s focus on the 
dog’s chest. The dog’s chest can be 
the same color as the dog (black, 
spotted and many more colors). 
Or it can be a different color. The 
chest might look like a bib. Next, 
let’s talk about the dog’s stomach. 
Sometimes, with females, you can 
tell if they are pregnant because 
their stomach might almost hang 
down to the ground. If you give a 
dog a lot of grapes or chocolate, 
it can make the dog very sick. It is 
best for dogs if they eat their own 
dog food, not people’s. Dogs can 
also eat grass because it will help 
digest their food. WARNING: They 
can throw up after eating grass.

How to make  
a valentine 
Nate Smelley

Island View, kindergarten

How To Mak a Valantin. 
Get th pappr.

Drow wot evre you wont
Send the Valintin.

Click, Clack, Moo 
Olivia Hall
Island View, second grade

Have you read the book Click, 
Clack, Moo: Cows That Type? You 
should read this book. I think this 
book is hilarious because there are 
cows that want electric blankets, a 
duck that wants a diving board, and 
the cows and hens go on strike! 
The cows and hens wrote a note 
that said, “Closed. No milk. No 
eggs.” I will say it again. I like the 
book Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That 
Type, and I think you would too.

How to play soccer 
(excerpt)
Maddie Ward
Fidalgo, third grade

Do you know what has hexa
gons all over it, can move fast, and 
is black and white? A soccer ball! 
Soccer was made in prison. Read 
on to find out how soccer started, 
the rules and the gear you need.

Chapter 1: How Was Soccer Made?
As you now know, soccer was 

made in prison. I will tell you how. 
It was made in London’s Newgate 
Prison in the 1800’s. Prisoners’ 
hands were cut off for the crime 
of theft. They made up the game of 
soccer because their hands were 
cut off, so they made up something 
that only used feet, says Sportsickle. 
Sportsickle also says that the first 
World Cup was made of papier
mache.

FUN FACT: Did you know? 
There are 32 panels on a tradition
al soccer ball, each for a country in 
Europe?

It is called symbolic annihila
tion. It is described as the under-
representation of a group of people 
in the media – keeping people invis
ible due to their race, their gender, 
their faith, their sexuality. Symbolic 
annihilation not only promotes 
stereotypes of a community, but 
deliberately excludes that commu
nity in all forms of media. In short, 
if you see yourself in the media, you 
feel that you exist. If you do not, 
you are symbolically annihilated. 
This leaves entire subsets of the 
American population – people of 

color, women, and LGBT individu
als – feeling that because they are 
never included in this defining aspect 
of American culture, they have no 
importance to American culture...
This lack of representation is not a 
coincidence. It comes from the lack 
of diversity among the people who 
control the media – the storytellers. 
These people are predominantly 
white, straight, cisgender men. They 
tell their stories with universal 
themes, yet they focus on a niche 
group. They write themselves. They 
see themselves reflected because 

they control where the mirrors 
point. Stories are not meant to be 
invisible – we use them to find how 
we fit into the world around us. 
How can the media serve to unite 
when its inclusion is limited to such 
narrow parameters?

TV industry needs consumers to 
tell them what we want. We must 
combat the erasure and stereotyp
ing of marginalized groups. And 
we must work to further diversity, 
because only through representation 
can we hope to make music out of a 
monotone media.

Monotone media (oratory excerpt) 
Addi Garner
AHS, 10th grade
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How does a teacher funda
mentally shape his students’ 

writing? 
With deep, rich feedback. And 

a lot of it, according to World 
Religions teacher Scott Burnett. 
Each year, high school students 
in his elective class are chal
lenged to organize their thinking 
and then to present and clearly 
support an argument with reli
able sources in a minimum of 15 
pages. 

Burnett’s high expectations, 
along with extensive comments 
and multiple opportunities to 
revise, give his students a sense 
of how they’ll be evaluated at a 
college level.

“The highest intellectual value 
I can give is inquisitiveness,” says 
Burnett. “And all of us, regardless 
of post high school plans, have 
richer lives when we’re deeply 
curious.”

Junior Sabrina Poor credits 
Burnett with challenging her to 
think more objectively.

“I didn’t foresee it, but I came 
to my writing with a certain 
mindset, and I had to learn to 
write and think without a bias, to 
let my evidence do the convinc
ing,” she said. “Mr. Burnett gives 
incredible feedback, and his com

ments strengthened my writing 
immensely.” 

Peer edits, teacher feedback 
and revision can improve a 
student’s writing, only provided 
that the writer address all the 
comments. Reading her peers’ 
writing opened Poor’s eyes to 
how much time teachers spend 
on their students.

Burnett spends an hour and a 
half per student giving feedback 
for the 15page research assign

ment. He says many students are 
used to calibrating their academ
ic lives based on the minimum 
requirement.

“It’s important to me that stu
dents always do their best, versus 
doing what’s necessary to get an 
A,” says Burnett.

In World Religions class, 
students are taught to read for 
understanding and write for 
clarity. Everything they do in class 
aligns with the Washington state 
standards. Burnett calls it a writ
ing class disguised as a content 
course.

Poor agrees.
“This class forces you to settle 

down, dig in and write a quality 
piece,” she says.

Multiple deadlines push 
students to complete segments 
and then revise. Poor relies on 
structure and organization when 
writing a more formal piece. Her 
process always starts with an 
outline. After extensive research, 
she then goes back and fills in 
support for her arguments.

Supporting claims is a writing 
focus closely linked to the new 
standards. Burnett says the writ
ing that’s being done at all grade 
levels is at a higher level than he’s 
ever seen.

Halloween candy 
(excerpt)
Faye Lopez
Mt. Erie, fourth grade

Do you know where the 
Halloween candy is hidden? If 
so, I can tell you how to get 
a hold of those tasty treats. 
You need a plan, a distrac
tion, knowledge of how to 
get away with it, how to get 
back to your hiding spot, and 
keeping your haul a secret.

Distractions: If you are go
ing to complete your mission, 
you need a distraction from 
your parents. If you have 
siblings, or pets, they are both 
perfect for a distraction.

Getting away with it: Sneak
ing candy means you have 
to be stealthy. If somebody 
catches you, don’t make it 
obvious. Keep a straight face 
and come up with a believable 

The military 
(excerpt)
Michael Tabor
Mt. Erie, third grade

Do you know what the mili
tary is? 

It is the Air Force, Navy, Ma
rines, Army and the Coast Guard. 
They fight for freedom and pro
tect us and other countries. One 

reason the military is good is that 
we are free. Other countries are 
not free. For example, in places 
like Africa, some people are not 
free to do what they want. 

The military helps us make 
a good country by protecting 
us from bad guys who want to 
take away freedom. Another 
reason we should appreciate the 
military is they protect us from 
being hurt. The military saved 

us in World War II. The military 
protected us from Japan and the 
Nazis invading our country and 
hurting us.

Also we should appreciate the 
military because they help other 
countries stay free around the 
world. My great grandpa helped 
fight against a bad guy named Hit
ler who ruled Germany. In that 
time the people of the military 
risked their lives battling for us.

More recess
Logan Rainchild
Mt. Erie, third grade

I believe that having more 
recess will help kids listen better, 
get higher test scores and be 
healthier. Getting wiggles out is a 
good way to get ready to focus 
on your work. It gets you ready 
to sit down. I believe that more 
recess will stimulate our brains 
and help kids do big tests and 
get better scores. 

I also know that playing and 
running will make you stronger, 
it will make you have a healthier 
life, and it will make you much 
happier than you are right now. I 
strongly believe that adding five 
more minutes to each recess will 
help kids do better in school. 
Who’s with me here?

Beavers
Tristan Detering 
Mt. Erie, second grade

My animal is a beaver. A beaver 
is a type of mammal. Their habitat 
is a pond, but they work on a 
dam, not their home type of dam 
but the dam that blocks water.  

Their diet is insects and leaves. 
A beaver has brown (some 

beavers have black fur) fur, brown 
eyes, a flappy tail and big teeth 
for cutting down trees for dam. 
Beavers are incredible builders. 
They can make huge dams. It has 
its living spaces/open areas in its 
dam/house.

Have you ever heard people 
talking about furies, sirens or a 
hydra? 

If you have, you may know 
plenty about them. But if you’re 
one of those people that’s trying 
to get a book on them because 
you want to learn about them, 
just read my writing. I will teach 
you about the furies, sirens and 
the hydra.

The hydra is a seven headed 
acid shooting vicious monster. 
The hydra’s venom can break 
through a thick tree. You may try 
to kill it with a celestial bronze 
sword and cut its head off; don’t 

do that! Once you cut one of its 
heads off, the stump will multiply 
into two heads, which makes 
eight heads instead of seven. The 
only way to defend it is by using 
fire. 

If you were one of those 
people trying to get a book on 
monsters from the library, now 
you don’t need to.  And maybe 
to save your friends from having 
to search for a book on furies, 
sirens and the hydra, just tell 
them the information I told you. 
To learn more about these mon
sters and others, read the Percy 
Jackson and the Olympian series.

Furies, sirens and the hydra
David Carmichael
Mt. Erie, fourth grade

Koalas
Belle Ree
Mt. Erie, second grade 

My animal is a koala. It is not a 
bear. It eats leaves that are poison
ous every day with no problems. 
They are also very cute and fluffy, 
but they are very feisty so watch 
out! Koalas can get most of the 
water they need by eating leaves. 

Many people say that the name 
koala is a native Australian word 
meaning “does not drink”. And 
koalas have two thumbs. Eucalyp
tus leaves are poisonous to most 
mammals. But koalas can eat them. 
They have special stomachs that 
can break down the poisonous oils 
in the leaves. 

I chose this animal because they 
are cute and fluffy, and they are lazy 
like me.

Belle Ree, Mt. Erie, second grade

excuse. Don’t feel discouraged if 
someone catches you. Keep trying 
and never give up. 

Conclusion: After you’ve done it 
tons of times, sneaking candy will 
be as easy as pie. With a good dis
traction and a good hiding place, 
anyone can do it.

‘World Religions’ offers college-level writing 

Sabrina Poor

The significance of Paul 
Sabrina Poor

AHS junior 

The following is an excerpt (introduction) from Sabrina Poor’s 
22-page research paper on Paul’s epistles.

James D. Tabor, a Biblical 
scholar and specialist on Paul 
of Tarsus wrote in his book, 
Paul and Jesus, that “Paul is 
the most influential person in 
human history.” (Tabor xvii) 
Tabor admits that this claim 
is ambitious, but he goes on 
to explain his reasoning. Tabor 
views Paul as an instrumental 
figure in the creation of mod
ern day Christianity, which is 
true. In fact, Paul was respon
sible for the conversion of the 
first people to call themselves 
“Christians.” (Acts 11:26) 

Furthermore, Tabor argues 
that Christianity has shaped 
the Western mindset and is a 
prominent force in many cul
tures all over the globe. This 

then leads to the question: 
How did Paul contribute to 
the growth and formation of 
Christianity as it is practiced 
today? This paper will discuss 
how Paul helped to shape the 
message of Christianity and 
how his message compared 
to the original intent of the 
church in Jerusalem. It will also 
investigate what Paul did to 
spread the teachings of Jesus 
who he chose to visit, what 
tactics he used to gather a 
following and why he chose 
to minister primarily to the 
Gentiles. Finally, it will address 
the doctrines that Paul intro
duced through his epistles and 
key elements of his theological 
teachings. 
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Lily and Jerry
Sienna Paggao
Fidalgo, fourth grade

It was another sunny day and I 
was playing with my twoyearold 
golden retriever. I could feel the 
wind flowing through my long dark 
hair as we ran down the driveway.  
“Come on, Lily!” I shouted. My 
name is Ally and I am 12 years old.  
I love playing with my dog, Lily. She 
is my best friend. We walked a little 
further down the sidewalk, when I 
saw my younger brother, Luke, skip
ping in the grass, singing a song.

“I got a new lizard! I got a new 
lizard!” he chanted. I noticed that 
he was carrying a small cage with a 
green as the grass amphibian inside.  
I speedwalked to him and said, 
“Why, oh why, did you get a lizard?”

“Because Mom said I could,” he 
answered proudly.

“You know Lily doesn’t like 
lizards!” I whined.

“I’ll just keep him in my room.  
Okay?” he said.

“Okay,” I sighed.
Later that day I was on my tablet 

reading these articles about animals 
who became friends. It was a really 
cool story about a grouchy orang
utan, Tenda, who was only nice to 
his best friend-a cat named TK.  “I 
wish that I had some animals like 
that,” I thought.  

The next morning I woke up 
to Luke screaming. I ran to his 
room to see Luke, Mom and Dad 
standing around the lizard’s cage. I 
peeked in between them and saw 
the cage was empty!

“Everybody start looking!” Mom 
shouted. We all scattered around 
looking for him. Lily started barking 
because it was her breakfast time, 
and I had to feed her. I turned 
around to get her some food when 

I noticed a little green thing on 
Lily’s back. I looked closer and saw 
little yellow scales. Then I realized it 
was the lizard!

“Luke!” I yelled. He came over 
and tried to get the lizard off, but it 
wanted to stay on Lily.

“That’s weird ...” Luke said. I 
know that dogs don’t smile, but I 
feel like Lily was smiling. I gave Luke 
the signal to back away and leave 
the lizard there. He did so, and they 
sat there the whole day. Right as 
the sun started going down, we no
ticed that Lily and the lizard were 
lying in the driveway.

“Luke! Come outside and sit on 
the driveway with me!” I yelled. He 
came over right away. As the sky 
made a beautiful orangepink color, 
we sat there watching them lie 
there, as happy as could be.

“What was the lizard’s name, 
Luke?” I asked.

“Jerry,” he answered. I looked at 
him and smiled.

“Lily and Jerry.  Perfect!”

student
writing

celebrate

One day, Mark was in his 
room when he thought, “I 
know! I want to live in the 
wild!” And with that, he scat
tered downstairs to ask his 
parents if he could, but, sure 
enough, they said, “No, no, 
Mark, no!” and repeated that 
over and over. So Mark went 
to his room to think and, sure 
enough, he thought of some
thing.

That night Mark snuck out 
of the house to go live in the 
wild.  He took some supplies 
with him.

The next morning, Mark’s 
Mom and Dad were scared. 
“Mark! Mark!” they yelled ev
ery day and night nonstop.

Meanwhile, Mark was in the 
woods.  He brought three soda 
cans, six packs of fruit snacks, 
an axe, a backpack with colors 
and journals, a blanket and a 
pillow.  “I’ll start by chopping 
down wood,” he said, so he got 
logs and set them up against a 
tree to make a tiny fort.  Then 
he gathered leaves to make a 
bed, and put the blanket and the 
pillow on the leaves.

That afternoon, for light, he 
scratched two pieces of wood 
together to make a small fire.

Later that night, Mark heard 
some weird noises.  Snap! 
Crunch!  “Wwwhat wwwas 
that?” he stammered. Mark 
peeked out of the fort and saw 

a tiny bear cub on the ground 
and slowly reached for it.  

When he was one inch from 
touching the cub, a Mama bear 
stepped out of the bushes.  
Mark slowly reached for his axe 
when the bear took a step clos
er.  When he got the axe, Mark 
stroked the air and the bear ran 
away!  “Maybe my Mom and Dad 
were just being overprotective 
of me,” Mark said to himself, and 
with that, he got all of his stuff 
and went back home.

When he got home, his 
parents were so excited to 
see him and Mark said, “I’ll 
never leave the house again!”  
“Okay!” said his Mom and they 
lived happily ever after.

Hynkanlampi 
(excerpt)
Written and translated by 
Dahlia-Belle Sirvio Coleman
Island View, sixth grade

The sunlight seeps through my 
eyelids and tickles my consciousness.  
I open my eyes a fraction of an inch 
and see that Dad, Max, Aralia, and 
Sariah are still sleeping.  Suddenly, 
I’m more awake.  It’s early morning 
deep in the forests of Finland and 
the birds are awake and chirping, 
and I’m alone.

With a little effort, I pull my legs 
free from the sweaty fabric of my 
sleeping bag and slowly ease myself 
around the sleeping bodies of my 
siblings and Dad to the tent flap.

Then I crawl out and breathe the 
sweet fresh cool summer morning 
air.  I dig my toes into the soft, moist 
soil and let out a joyous laugh as I 
start leaping and boundingdancing, 
I thinkthrough the woods to a 
small clearing where our fire pit is.  

“It’s beautiful!” I think, breathless 
from “dancing”, but also from the 
awe-inspiring sight of what the fire 
pit overlooks: a very steep, smooth 
Kallio (cliff in English) and a small, 
perfectly round lake with a small 
wooden dock.  One word enters my 
mind-Hynkanlampi. The name of the 
lake, Hynkanlampi, is, at the moment, 
the most wonderful things I’ve ever 

heard of.
As I look across the gleaming, 

undisturbed lake, it’s like a giant’s 
handheld mirror, reflecting the 
gorgeous scenery around it, crystal 
clearly.  As if in a trance, ...I start to 
make my way down to the Kallio.

I start slowly, taking cautious 
steps, knowing that if I fall, no one 
will catch me; it’s just me and the 
wild nature, I think.  I laugh and start 
bounding down the Lallio, hair whip
ping around me, enthralled by the 
thought of no one being with me if I 
slip and fall … 

Bob, the pencil
Alonzo Troxclair
Fidalgo, second grade

Hi, I’m Bob the pencil. 
I am a clever pencil.  My 
owner is very smart and 
my days are good except 
when my owner breaks 
me and puts me in the 
sharpener. I have to go in 
the sharpener! “Tssssss!” 
“Tssss!”“Tsssss.” It hurts 
so bad.  The others are 
worse. The owner’s baby 
brother slobbers on me, 
and his dogum, I don’t 
want to talk about it. I 
forgot to tell you about 
me. I am a strong pencil 
and a medium one too. The 
favorite thing about my life 
is writing.  Wait! What is 
that walking down the hall? 
Oh, no! It’s the baby again! 
Bye! And that’s my pencil 
story.

Megladona, the 
last Stagon (excerpt) 
Elie Vorel
Island View, fourth grade

Megladona watched in awe as 
an unknown beast with big claws, 
giant paws, feathery wings like a 
bird, and a huge furry tail shoved 
the last monsters off of Ziblay.  She 
wondered where the beasts were 
going and if they would survive.  The 
large Stagon turned toward her, eyes 
glowing the most radiant violet.

Suddenly, Megladona felt a sharp 
pain in her skull.  However, this was 
not just a normal headache or mi
graine.  She could feel the sensation 
in the deepest recesses of her mind, 
as if there were a fire, nearly white 
with heat, burning inside of her 
thoughts, as if to read her secrets 
and darkest fears, her private hopes 
and dreams, all in one movement... 

It moved through her mind, 
snaking its way through her soul.  
It burned inside of Megladona 
with such unbearable pain, she fell 
to the ground with an agonizing 
scream.  And with that, Megladona 
passed out.

My awesome 
winter break 
(excerpt)
Drew Burns
Fidalgo, third grade

You will not believe what I 
did over winter break!  First, I 
went to Los Angeles with my 
family.  Then, I got to stay up 
on Christmas Eve.  After that, I 
got to go skiing with family and 
friends. Fourth, I got to play in 
a basketball tournament, and 
we won the whole thing!  If 
you get jealous, I suggest you 
stop reading here.

For Christmas I went to Los 
Angeles, and it was really nice 
to see the sun pop out!  When 
we got there, I saw my family 
and we had a great time.  My 
brother and I went biking and 
boarding. I had a bike and my 
brother had a skateboard. We 
went along the sidewalk and 
there were lots of hills ... so my 
brother called it Jump City!

Sienna Paggao

Dahlia-Belle Sirvio Coleman

Fidalgo fifth grader Wolfgang Strohschein imagined an encounter with a bear in his creative story below.

Mark’s adventure
Wolfgang Strohschein

Fidalgo, fourth grade
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A new Seahawk logo was recently selected to coincide with the open-
ing of Rice Field as part of the high school construction project. 

The winning entry, by Alex Gilman, collected 35 percent of the nearly 
1,300 votes cast by students, staff and community out of five entries. 

The inspiration for the winning entry was a 1932 AHS logo found 
in an online story about 
the history of the original 
Seahawks.  

The district worked with 
students to develop a logo 
contest because at least 
eight logos were identified 
with the school. There will 
be minimal cost in imple-
menting the new logo, as it 
will be phased in with the 
opening of the new high 
school. 

AHS logo connects past and future

Track & Field athletes enjoyed great success this year. Pictured (back row) 
Heather Hanson, Allie Carroll, Skye Hopper, Saville Feist, Dylan Holland, 
Halley Geist, Georgia Stultz, and Brittany Asseln, (front row) Sophia Ric-
cardi, Stella Gillman, Taleah Phillips and Jazmine Farrell.

Angela Kline, 
Alexandra 

Hanesworth, Kai 
Perschbacher, 
Kian Patrick, 
Blake Claw-

son and Julia 
Houppermans 

completed high 
school with a 

perfect 4.0 GPA. 
The six valedic-
torians will be 
recognized at 

graduation on 
June 17. 

AHS junior Taylor Hanks’ drawing was 
selected by a committee for addition to the 
district’s permanent art collection. Hanks 
spent months on the piece. 

Photo by Cynthia Garcia 

AHS senior Grant Kirkland finds inspiration during the 
school’s “lip dub,” a student video put to music. 

AHS senior 
Tim Graffuis 
enjoys playing 
the mandolin 
during Rock 
the Island, a 
student talent 
show. Graffuis 
has played in 
band through-
out high 
school and 
won awards 
for eupho-
nium.

Photo by 
Emma Moline

Superintendent Mark Wenzel presents Shell’s Ryan 
Kudlacek with a special award for school support at the 
district’s service club recognition on April 28. Shell or-
ganized a Fun Run last fall that netted $35,000 for the 
Anacortes Schools Foundation and classroom grants.

AHS students brought home awards from the 
2016 Northwest High School Film Festival: (back 
row) Ryan Foggin, Nate Weeks, Dylon Sheffer, 
Henry Holtgeerts (Dramatic Narrative Award of 
Excellence), (front row) Hank Farr (Animation 
Award of Excellence), Grace Dzieciuch (Suspense 
Award of Excellence) and Georgia Stultz (Public 
Service Announcement Award of Excellence). 

   

 in
 the

Below:  1932  AHS logo       •      Right:  New AHS logo
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Alia Espinosa
Whitney kindergarten

My favorite 
thing this 

year was crafts. 
For Mother’s 
Day, I made a 
present. It was 
a book with pic-
tures I drew. The 
best thing that 
happened was 
that I learned 
to read. I didn’t 
really know how 
before I came 

to kindergarten. I like coming to school 
because there are a lot of fun activities like 
reading and music. Mrs. Swapp always 
helps us when we read. And I practice at 
home with my mom. I thought kinder-
garten was going to be hard. And it was 
hard on the first day because I didn’t know 
everything to do, and I didn’t know any-
body. I was a little scared, but Mrs. Swapp 
made me feel better. Now I have friends. I 
really liked it when I was the star student 
because I got to be the helper.

Sammie Baker 
Island View fourth grade

In third grade, 
I really didn’t 

like doing math 
homework. I 
used to struggle 
a lot. Even at 
the beginning 
of this year, it 
was hard. But 
I’m proud that I 
have improved. It 
feels really good 
when I look at a 

problem and know that I can do this now! 
I had to work very hard, and it took a lot 
of practice with times tables and division. I 
mostly practiced at school, but my grand-
ma and grandpa helped me with fractions, 
and my mom and dad helped with times 
and division. Mrs. Tonnemaker helped me 
by telling me to not give up. I used to look 
down on myself because I wasn’t good 
at it. I would try to push myself to get to 
where my friends were in math. And I 
finally did. It feels great!

She will also deeply miss the staff.
“It’s such a team effort here. We’re 

all working toward the same goal,” she 
said.

Counseling comes with its difficulties, 
and Root says dealing with emergen-
cies and hardships can take its toll.  She 
says the best medicine is just to be in the 
classrooms where kids are functioning 
in their own worlds. She can sometimes 

get a skewed 
view of their 
lives, so it 
helps give her 
a fuller picture 
to see them 
outside of her 
office.

Mary Kiser, 
retired middle 
school coun-
selor and 
colleague, 
praises Root 
for always 
staying calm 

and sensible when making decisions.
“She was never afraid to step out of 

the box to do whatever was best for 
kids. She’s been a devoted and strong 
voice for the students at AMS,” said 
Kiser.

Kiser and Root started Rachel’s Closet, 
a place for students to “shop” for free. 
Root takes pride in this project as well 
as in helping to get the AVID program 
up and running. She is also proud of 
the successful bullying and harassment 
procedure at the school. 

Retirement plans include applying 
to the master gardener’s program and 
taking art classes at Skagit Valley Com-
munity College. She will be a volunteer 
in Beth Pruiett’s classroom next year and 
help out in other ways.

Ron Hodgin
2 years 
Anacortes High School head custodian

He may have worked at the high 
school just shy of two years, but 

Ron Hodgin,who retired in February, 
made an impression on both students 
and staff during his time here. During 
any given week, Hodgin could be seen 
at numerous after-school events. 

With more than 30 years of mainte-
nance and custodial experience in other 
schools, he is adamant that the kids at 
AHS are unique.

“I can’t believe how good the kids are 
here,” he says. “I was in the cafeteria 
every single day, just waiting to have 
to discipline someone, and not once, 
not one single time, did I have to send 
a student out. Those kids are just so 
amazing.”

Hodgin credits his strong relation-
ships with students to their acceptance 
of him. He says the students’ respect 
for him and for school property gave 
him the chance to know them beyond a 
disciplinary level.

His favorite part of the job was doing 
whatever was needed to ensure that the 
staff and students had a great day. 

“Ron’s strengths include making 
connections with our students. He went 
above and beyond to support the kids,” 

said principal Jon Ronngren.
They supported him in turn. Favorite 

memories include receiving the “Foot-
ball Fan of the Week” t-shirt, a signed t-
shirt from the girls’ swim and dive team, 
and a yearbook signed by students. One 
of the most special moments came when 
one of the basketball players cut the net 
after a qualifying win and handed Hod-
gin a piece of it.

Senior Zech Diemert describes Hod-
gin as always smiling, willing to listen 
and to make students feel a part of 
something, not left out.

“He’d ask me how I was doing if he 
noticed I was struggling. The students 
really appreciated his coming to all the 
events,” said Diemert.

Hodgin misses both students and 
staff. But he doesn’t miss the 4 a.m. 
wake-ups. Retirement is now filled with 
attending the sporting events of most 
of his 20 grandchildren. He promises to 
come visit and wouldn’t miss gradua-
tion for anything.

Claire Ingstad
31 years
Para-Educator, Fidalgo Elementary, 
Island View Elementary

After 17 years as a math lab para-
educator, Claire Ingstad moved to 

the main office at Fidalgo to help stu-
dents, parents and staff with just about 
everything. She retired in February and 
misses the interaction with the kids the 
most.

“They are so open and honest,” says 
Ingstad.

The challenges she faced during her 

years in math lab pay off every now and 
then when a parent will stop her in the 
grocery store to report that a former stu-
dent is now a math major in college and 
to thank Ingstad for all her hard work. 
Stories like 
those mean the 
world.

“I always 
tried to teach 
the kids to 
trust them-
selves and to 
trust what they 
learned,”  she 
says. 

Working for 
so many years 
in one building 
has truly fos-
tered a sense of family for Ingstad. Being 
in the main office, she was involved in 
the goings-on of the entire building. But 
she does not miss the rapid pace or the 
frenetic energy. 

Since retiring, Ingstad has been enjoy-
ing waking up naturally and playing 
in the dirt. She loves to garden her 
two-and-a-half acres of land. She’s been 
aching to get to it for years.

“It’s where I’m supposed to be,” she 
says.

Michelle Bruce, a colleague for 25 
years, says Ingstad’s true gift is her 
sense of humor. She adds that Ingstad 
was the “resident florist” of Fidalgo, 
gracing all corners of the building with 
exquisitely arranged bouquets.

Ingstad is considering subbing occa-
sionally and looks forward to volunteer-
ing in her 9-year-old grandson’s school 
in Conway. 

Claire Ingstad

Kathleen Root

?What are 
you proud 

of  this year

Bryan Mendoza
Fidalgo sixth grade

This year has 
been a great 

year because I 
really worked 
hard. My fa-
vorite subject is 
math because 
it’s easier for me. 
Social studies 
and writing are 
harder for me. So 
I went to study 
hall after school 

on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days. It’s a place where you can finish 
your homework and earn stars. I’ve 
gotten five stars twice this year. It makes 
me proud that I have worked harder this 
year. I also have a Big Buddy named Mr. 
Codd. He comes, and we usually play 
Connect Four. I get to invite a friend, too. 
I’m just proud that I made it and am go-
ing to go to the middle school next year. 

Ethan Miller
Anacortes High School, 
10th grade

Freshman year 
was rough. I 

made some bad 
decisions and got 
suspended. After 
that, I decided 
I needed to get 
my act together. 
I went out for 
football and soc-
cer and got really 
into photography. 
I love visual 
arts and glass-

blowing, too. One thing I’m proud of is the 
yearbook pages I’ve worked on. Joining 
football, getting along and working with 
that group of kids was very inspirational. 
They taught me to have heart, and that I 
can do more than I thought I could. I get 
easily frustrated but teachers can talk to 
me, and I’ll listen. Mr. Thompson has kept 
me in check and kept tabs on me. And 
Mrs. Gibson has shown an interest in my 
future. She really opened my eyes about 
getting into college. Overall, I’m really 
proud of how much I’ve grown this year.

Allison Morr
AMS seventh grade 

I think my greatest achievement this year is that I 
improved in math. It’s now my favorite subject, 

which is crazy because I was not good in math at 
all last year. I was even Student of the Month for 
math. Mr. Crane and the AVID class have helped 
me to stay organized and take good notes.  Mr. 
Morgenthaler helped me the most, though. He 
just always supported me. My improvement 
even got me nominated for Tech Trek, which is 
a weeklong summer camp for girls. Only seven 
from my school get to go. I had to write an essay 
on how I’m going to change the world using math 
or science, and then I had to interview. I’m excited 
to go, and I feel so proud of this. My parents are 
really proud, too. They don’t even have to ask me 
to do my math homework anymore.  

Lionel Acosta
Mt. Erie third grade

I moved here after the beginning of the school 
year, after school had started. It was hard, but 

the teachers and kids were really nice to me. Last 
year in second grade, I thought that all the kids 
were smarter than me because they could all 
read, and I couldn’t.  This year, I went to reading 
group with Mrs. Welk and worked very hard, 
and now… I can read. I feel so proud now, and 
my mom and dad are proud, too. My favorite 
kind of books are adventures, and my favorite 
book is The Grimm Sisters. I will probably read 
more of them this summer. One of my favorite 
things to do is to read to my family. I like it even 
better than reading to myself.

RETIREES FROM 1
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“If you take 20,000 cool peo-
ple who can do cool things, 
and you get them all in one 

room – that’s a lot of cool,” says 
senior Julia Houppermans. 

Add Cotton-eyed Joe or the Ma-
carena blaring over the loudspeak-
ers of the Edward Jones Dome in 
St. Louis, a touch of anxiety and a 
healthy dose of competitive spirit 
and you’ve got the FIRST World 
Championships.

Houppermans was one of 18 
Anacortes High School students 
who traveled to Missouri in April 
with FIRST Robotics Team 3238 
for the select competition which 
hosted more than 600 teams from 
40 countries. 

The AHS team qualified for the 
elite event by racking up points 
on the way to winning the Pacific 
Northwest title in Portland. AHS 
teacher Joe Furin oversees the 
program. 

Senior Cody Frost says the 
World Championship competition 
provides “a really festive atmo-
sphere” and a time to let loose. 
Dance breaks are part of the fun. 
Some teams choreograph elaborate 
cheer routines, while others dance 
independently. Kids also trade 
team buttons. 

“Everyone’s been slaving 
with equations and tech stuff for 
months, so it’s our chance to kick 
back and have some fun,” said 
Frost. 

It’s not all play, though. Day 1 
of the three-day competition is for 
set-up: teams stake out their “pit,” 
where they keep supplies and 
house a few team members. This 
year’s pit crew included Houp-
permans, Frost and senior Robby 
Verdoes. 

Teams then assemble the robot 
on their field, conduct field calibra-
tions and complete practice runs. 
Team 3238 knew what was likely to 
break, so they took apart their en-
tire robot and put it back together 
for preventative maintenance. 
Then it’s back to the hotel to rest up 
for the qualifying matches.

Taking a strategic 
approach

Day 2 is where the months of 
planning are put to the test. This 
year’s competition involves shoot-
ing baskets and overcoming physi-
cal obstacles on the course. All 
season long members have used 
math and science to win games: 
calculating the necessary geom-
etries of their robot, its strength, 
weight estimations and even us-
ing projectile physics to figure out 
ideal shot trajectories.

The atmosphere is a mix of in-
tensity and fun, says Verdoes, who 
was the human player on the field. 
Each team is allowed two driv-
ers, a human player and a coach. 
Some teams have adult coaches, 
but Team 3238 uses a student team 
member to keep everything as 
student-led as possible.

Mentor Kashmere Fitch has 
been helping the team with public 
relations and safety since August. 
She says during the competition 
the kids were proactive, helping 
where they could and reaching out 
to other teams.

“They handled the demands 
placed on them with efficiency 
many adults couldn’t,” she said. 
“It’s under pressure that you get to 
see exactly what makes this team a 
force to be reckoned with.”

Scouting report
In robotics, much more happens 

than what is on the playing field. 
And it’s just as vital. 

First, there’s the scouting. Ro-
botics is built on alliances of three 
teams and part of the art and sci-
ence involves recruiting others to 
create the best alliance. 

Three to six members are con-
stantly watching each qualifica-
tion from the stands to determine 
which robot is the strongest and 
how each team will potentially 
play with Team 3238 or against 
them. Verdoes stresses the impor-
tance of strong communication 
skills when working with other 
teams on the alliance. 

“We are really good at figuring 
out the strengths of other teams,” 
said teammate Frost. “We’re also 
really good at coaching, so other 
teams listen to us once they’ve 
joined our alliance. We go above 
and beyond.” 

The team collects data on scout-
ing sheets which junior Noah Hieb 
then turns into a “flight plan” for 
the matches, drawing on each 
robot’s strengths.

Facing the judges
Another part of the competition 

focuses on judges’ interviews. 

Throughout the day, judges travel 
to the pits to interview teams for 
various judges’ awards: safety, 
community outreach and mechani-
cal aspects.

Members agree that it’s not as 
nerve-wracking as one would ex-
pect because it’s easy to talk about 
something that’s been your life for 
so many months. 

This year Houppermans acted 
as “talking head,” explaining the 
team’s safety strategy to the judges. 
Their work resulted in a hard pat 
pin, given to the top three out of 
150 teams.

“We have a great plan that cov-
ers so many safety levels. Yes, we 
have all the supplies, but we also 
have a safety education compo-
nent. We’ve created a 40-page 
manual that we share with rookie 
teams. We hand out baking soda 
and first aid kits,” Houppermans 
says.

The entire team is CPR certified, 
and this year instead of a safety 
captain, the team had a safety 
committee.

Dedication makes  
the difference 

What made Team 3238 so strong 
this year? Frost says everyone 
came together and was more dedi-
cated than ever before. He stresses 
that trust is a huge factor, and the 
team has it in spades.

Mentor Kashmere Fitch agrees. 
“These kids have taught me 

the incredible potential fostered 
by a healthy team environment. 
When each member feels valued, 
is given the freedom to explore, 
and enjoys a safe environment 
where learning is encouraged, 
that’s where you will find excel-
lence,” she said. 

Houppermans adds that one 
strategy they changed this year 

was to completely re-write the 
schedule. Instead of building one 
robot over the course of the sea-
son, the team built two. And they 
say the plan worked amazingly. 

Finally, the team learned quite 
a bit from previous years’ cham-
pionships. 

“It’s inspirational to see what 
other teams can do and to decide 
that with work, that’s where we 
can be. And that’s exactly what 
happened,” said Verdoes. 

Gracious professionalism
Team 3238 credits its team 

spirit and admirable work ethic 
to what FIRST Robotics calls gra-
cious professionalism. It’s preva-
lent in everything they do. They 
share their lab space with other 
schools. They hand out supplies 
to other teams. FIRST instills this 
philosophy in students in hopes 
that it will be carried into other 
areas of life. 

Overall, the team finished 15th 
out of 75 teams in the Tesla divi-
sion, won the hard hat pin and 
was recognized by judges in 
the Excellence in Engineering 
category. 

“After being eliminated in the 
quarterfinals, the students con-
ducted themselves with a matu-
rity beyond their years, accepting 
the disappointment with grace. A 
few hours later, they were analyz-
ing matches and strategizing for 
next year,” said Fitch.

As the team prepares for next 
season, they would like to thank 
all of their generous sponsors. 
Donations can be made to Ana-
cortes Robotics Booster Club at 
PO Box 1952. 

For questions, contact team-
3238management@gmail.com

For more information on FIRST, 
visit www.FIRSTinspires.org.

AHS golfers make state
“I told them to play with 

integrity, to show outstand-
ing sportsmanship, to stay 
positive, and to be competi-
tive,” said golf coach Scott 
Dickison of state qualifiers 
Lexi Connor and Juliann 
Conrardy. “And that’s ex-
actly what they did.” 

Connor, a senior, and 
Conrardy, a junior, were 
two of 18 who qualified to 
compete at the state cham-
pionships in Richland.

Neither of the girls has 
played more than three 
years. They say it takes a lot 
of mental training to be on 
the course for four to five 
hours. 

“All season I’ve worked 
on just getting to the next 
hole, not focusing on the 
overall score,” said Con-
rardy.
Connor and Conrardy 
finished strong in the first 
round at state but did not 
advance. 

Soccer success
For the third year in a 

row, the boys’ soccer team 
advanced to state playoffs, 
reaching a level previously 
unsurpassed. Seniors Milan 
Kassa and Zach Bowman 
attribute the team’s success 
to a chemistry evolved from 
years of playing together 
on select teams. Players 
can anticipate each other’s 
moves, they said. They add 
that Darren Bell’s physical 
style of coaching and his 
high expectations help them 
play more aggressively.

Bowman and Kassa have 
a deep mutual admiration 
for each other.

“We 
depend on 
Zach in ev-
ery situation: 
regulation, 
overtime 
or penalty 
kicks. He’s so  
accurate and 
can block 

shots in tense situations. 
He’s become one of the best 
keepers in the league,” said 
Kassa.

Bowman says the team 
relies heavily on Kassa for 
speed and athleticism.

“We count 
on him 
more than 
most teams 
depend on 
a single 
player. It 
puts pressure 
on him, but 
he handles it 

brilliantly,” says Bowman.
Kassa will attend Uni-

versity of Washington next 
year while Bowman heads 
to Cheney to attend Eastern 
Washington University. 
They say it’s bittersweet 
to leave this team but are 
confident next year’s team 
will be strong with many 
returning veteran players.

Coach Bell says the team 
handled a lot of adversity 
this year with class and 
integrity. It also set several 
school records, including 
shutouts, fewest goals al-
lowed and advancing to 
state quarterfinals.

“We are a very proud 
coaching staff,” he said.

The Seahawks lost to 
the Lindbergh Eagles in a 
shootout during the Class 
2A state quarterfinals 
round.

Robotics team thrives in best season ever IN BRIEF

Zach Bowman

Milan Kassa

The Anacortes High School FIRST robotics team, the Cyborg Ferrets, won the Pacific Northwest Championship 
in Portland last month. They advanced to the World Championships in St. Louis, where the team finished 15th 
out of 75 teams in their division. Joe Furin is the team’s adviser.

Seniors look to future
“I’m very proud that our class tried to break 

the mold this year,” says senior class president 
Nicole Bunzel. 

New graduation robes, a new venue for the 
senior brunch and a new spring fling dance are 
just a few of the creative changes made by the 
class of 2016 to the end of the school year. As 
about 170 students get ready to graduate on 
June 17, Bunzel said the class is appreciative of 
all the staff and community who have support-
ed them. And they’re ready for the next step. 

Bunzel is off to the University of Oregon to 
study architecture.

She says she is inspired by the future goals 
of her classmates: chemical engineering, 
orchestral conducting and cinematography, 
to name a few.

Students will enter universities, community 
and technical schools, the military and the 
workforce starting this summer. 

Some state schools include Western Wash-
ington University, University of Washington, 
Washington State University and SPU. Other 
students will attend Bellingham Techni-
cal College, Shoreline Community College, 
Green River Community College and more. 
Out-of-state colleges include Cal Poly, 
Boston University, Colorado School of Mines, 
US Naval Academy, Linfield, Brigham Young 
University and Brown University.

ASF scholarships 
The Anacortes Schools Foundation award-

ed $100,000 in scholarships on June 1. More 
than 100 seniors applied for 60 scholarships. 
Eight ASF members served on the scholar-
ship committee. Members read every appli-
cation and then convened over the course of 

several meetings to determine recipients. 
Scholarship committee member Maggie 

Thompson says it’s important that everyone 
on the committee has an understanding of the 
requirements for each of the scholarships. Cri-
teria vary from high emphasis on academic 
achievement to need-based and everything in 
between. There are scholarships for students 
entering technical colleges, students who 
have shown outstanding improvement in ath-
letics and have a strong work ethic, students 
entering a science or healthcare profession 
and even for students who have demonstrat-
ed concern for peers and others.

“This year we are so happy to award these 
truly deserving students. There were so many 
strong applicants and such inspiring hopes 
and dreams for the future,” Thompson said.

In addition to the ASF scholarships, many 
service clubs and organizations award their 
own scholarships to seniors.

Class of 2016 news
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Key dates
The 2016-2017 school cal-

endar will be finalized by the 
school board upon conclusion 
of negotiations with the Ana-
cortes Education Association. 
Key dates include: 
• Sept. 7, First day of school, 
grades 1-12
• Sept. 12, First day of school, 
kindergarten
• Dec 21-Jan 3, Winter break 
• April 3-7, Spring break
• June 21, AHS graduation 

Sailing success
Twelve AHS students 

competed in the high school 
sailing regatta in Anacortes 
last month. Sailors include: 
Kian Patrick (co-captain), Ju-
lia Soes (co-captain), Devanne 
Jager, Tammie Jorgensen, KC 
Mathes, Heather Rolph, Julia 
Houppermans, Liam Pat-
rick, Christopher Warmuth, 
Brynna Bone, Dylan Schwenk 
and Jobun Tornga. The City 
of Anacortes also won the 
honor of hosting the national 
team sailing regatta, with 
Mayor Laurie Gere officially 
welcoming the teams on 
Saturday May 28. 

Summer learning  
and lunches

The Summer Learning and 
Lunches program returns for 
its eighth year, offering free 
lunches daily to all kids ages 
18 and under at two locations: 
Whitney Elementary and 
Storvik Park. The intent of this 
district-sponsored program 
is to make sure all children 
in Anacortes have access to 
a healthy lunch every day. 
Another goal is to also help 
students avoid summer slip-
page. Daily activities offer 
students opportunities to 
maintain and even build their 
academic skills. 

New coordinator Rebecca 
Ford is grateful that the pro-
gram already has a strong 
foundation and looks forward 
to building on that with ad-
ditional fun activities. Ford 
emphasizes that any child 
may come for lunch as there is 
no minimum income require-
ment.

“All are welcome. We have 
great themes planned each 
week, like Space, Fit-for-Life 
and Heroes. Each day will 
focus on either math, science, 
reading or art,” she said.

Lunches are prepared by 
the Boys and Girls Club and 
delivered to the two locations. 
The program is funded mainly 
through the Worthington 
Family Foundation and the 
Jeff and Linda Hendricks 
Family Foundation, with a 
few smaller individual contri-
butions. 

Ford is still looking for 
volunteers willing to commit 
to a two-hour shift, one day a 
week. She encourages middle 
and high school students to 
volunteer, too, as they can 
earn community service hours 
and get a free lunch.

To volunteer, contact 
Volunteer Coordinator Keiko 
McCracken at 293-1234 or 
kmccracken@asd103.org.

Schedule:
• Kickoff: June 23 at Storvik 

Park, 11:30-1:00: free food, 
drumming, and registration

• Monday-Thursdays: 
11:30-1:00 Lunch and Learning 
Activities, Storvik Park and 
Whitney Elementary

• Fridays (starting July 1): 
11:30  Lunch at Storvik Park 
and Whitney Elementary

Next week, AHS senior Claire Severin 
will board a plane bound for Wash-
ington, D.C. to spend a whirlwind 

two days presenting her Girl Scout Gold 
Award project to congressmen, state repre-
sentatives and corporate sponsors.

Severin was one of eight girls chosen na-
tionwide, the only from the Pacific North-
west, to attend the Girl Scout’s highest 
awards centennial celebration. 

The award, equivalent to the Eagle Scout 
ranking for Boy Scouts, requires a project 
that has a positive impact on the commu-
nity in a very sustainable manner. It must 
also include a five-year plan and provide 
opportunities for community involvement.

The genesis of Severin’s project came 
when she was volunteering last year with 
FIRST Lego League Robotics (FLL). She 
talked with advisor Joe Furin about starting 
up an elementary team in the fall of 2015. 
She realized that her work with the team 
would meet the Gold Award criteria as well.

After serious recruitment and a lot of 
paperwork, Team 21674 was formed. Ten 
highly motivated fifth and sixth graders 
met twice a week at the high school from 
September through December to work on 
the “Trash Trek Challenge.” The project 

combined researching the effects of plastic 
bags on the environment with creating a 
robot to compete in various recycling mis-
sions.

Severin is indebted to the teams’ adult 
mentor Steve Richards, Joe Furin, Tonda 
Smit, troop leader Rebecca Spurling and the 
many parent volunteers.

In December, Team 21674 competed at 
the FLL Regionals at Glacier Peak High 
School and placed 26th out of 41 teams.

Severin is extremely proud of her kids.
“They stepped up and showed a great 

maturity for their age. They really did it all 
themselves,” she said. “I was taken aback 

by how well they presented their project.”
She adds that the cutest thing she saw 

was their “plastic cloud of doom” looming 
over the project.

Team members were just as impressed 
with Severin’s leadership. Sixth grader Jake 
Harrison says that Severin worked hard to 
make the final product a team effort.

“She made sure everyone got to say 
something about an idea before it was case 
closed,” he said. “I also learned not to pro-
crastinate. Claire taught us this by letting 
us control our own destinies, but only to a 
certain point. She’d help us if we got too far 
off our leash.”

Severin said she learned that communi-
cating with parents is very different from 
communicating with kids.

After submitting her project, she had to 
wait for the Seattle highest awards council 
to evaluate its merits. Eventually, in April, 
she received her gold pin in the mail. On 
the same day, she received an email notify-
ing her that she’d been chosen to present 
at the centennial celebration in DC on June 
13-14. 

She will attend Washington State Univer-
sity Honors College for chemical engineer-
ing in the fall.

As the first full year of the 
district’s tech initiative 
comes to a close, reaction 

from teachers, students and dis-
trict administrators is positive.

The district started last summer 
with devices and training for third 
grade classrooms, then moved to 
K-2 classrooms in January 2016.  
Support for teachers has been a 
key ingredient of the plan. 

Mary Elizabeth Pearson, the 
district’s instructional technol-
ogy facilitator, says the district 
got several things right. First, the 
idea of starting small, rolling out 
the individual devices initially to a 
single grade level gave the district 
time to address technical issues 
and learn from and improve upon 
them for the next round. It also al-
lowed Pearson more time to work 
with a small group of teachers.

“The gentle rollout has been 
very successful,” she said. 
“There’s no way we could have 
done this effectively all at once. 
Now we have a picture of what a 
K-6 building will look like from a 
technology standpoint.” 

Second, the district focused on 
three main expectations: 

• Teachers would teach them-
selves (with district support) and 
their students to troubleshoot   

• Teachers would teach grade-
appropriate keyboarding skills 

• Teachers would build a foun-
dation around digital citizenship

Meaningful learning
Pearson says teachers are using 

devices as tools to improve stu-
dent learning in meaningful ways. 

“They’re really starting to 
spread their wings,” she said. 
“They’re growing in their comfort 
level with instructional technol-
ogy, which is allowing them to 
go deeper.” 

She says the conversations have 
progressed from troubleshooting 
questions to student-centered 
learning questions. 

Last summer and this school 
year all K-3 teachers attended a 
three-day training to prepare for 
this year’s rollout. In March, sev-
eral K-3 teachers opted to attend 
an additional conference on using 
technology in the classroom.

“It really lit their fires. They 
came back so enthusiastic, ready 
to try new things,” said Pearson.

Along the way, student creativ-
ity has shined through. Examples 
include: 

• Kindergarten students use 
digital inking in WORD to draw 
and publish pictures that focus 

on stories they have completed in 
Writer’s Workshop and to show 
number bonds in math

• Second and third graders use 
audio recordings to understand 
and work toward mastery in read-
ing fluency.

• First graders use an online 
library to research penguins while 
creating a PowerPoint to share 
their learning with others

Another advantage of the tech-
nology initiative is the use the 
classroom devices for testing. 
State assessments have all moved 
online. The ability to administer 
the tests in the classroom on de-
vices familiar to students leads 
to better outcomes, said teaching 
and learning director Cindy Si-
monsen, who has helped spear-
head the execution of the district’s 
technology plan. 

Improved infrastructure 
To support so many new de-

vices across schools, the district 
has invested in infrastructure. 
With switches, new servers, 10 
times more storage and improved 
network connectivity, the sys-
tem can now support the focus 
on tech integration, said Tyler 
Starkovich, district technology 
director. 

In addition, the district has 

added wireless access points and 
improved Internet bandwidth 
from 100 megabyte to 1 giga-
byte – a move that significantly 
increases Internet speed. 

“This supports our students, 
but it also supports the commu-
nity who visit our schools,” said 
Starkovich. “When the Chamber 
of Commerce, Senior College or 
community members at school 
events use our WiFi, we’re much 
better able to accommodate the 
increased traffic.” 

Summer 2016
In September, the third rollout 

will occur with fourth, fifth and 
sixth graders receiving indi-
vidual devices to use at school. 
The final stage of the initiative 
will take place in 2017-2018 when 
the middle and high schoolers 
receive devices. 

This summer, district staff will 
prepare about 600 devices for 
deployment, as well as launching 
a new website. The site will have 
a fresh look, a new navigation 
system and regular updates from 
the district. 

A second instructional tech-
nology facilitator, Danica Kelly, 
will join Mary Elizabeth Pearson 
next year to support teachers 
in integrating technology into 

lessons and ensuring a focus on 
online safety. 

Strategic approach
Superintendent Mark Wenzel 

believes the district’s careful ap-
proach to the initiative has paid 
off. He says “going slow to go 
fast” is key. 

“We spent a lot of time study-
ing other districts and consulting 
with educators and tech experts 
who had been down this road 
before,” said Wenzel. “Then we 
built a solid plan and executed 
it. I’m really grateful to Cindy 
Simonsen and the team for the 
attention to detail and careful 
monitoring of the plan.” 

The district plans to ask voters 
to renew the technology levy in 
2018 to allow for a four-year re-
placement cycle for technology, 
necessary system upgrades and 
ongoing professional develop-
ment. The four-year technology 
levy – at a rate of 32 cents per 
$1,000 valuation – was approved 
by voters in 2014 with a 73 per-
cent approval rating. 

“We see the value of this in-
vestment every day,” said Wen-
zel. “Our goal will be to continue 
to show the community a return 
on investment to earn their sup-
port for future investments.”

IN BRIEF District technology initiative achieves success

Whitney kindergarteners Lila Fleishman and Chloe Hernandez enjoy listening to a book on tape with their 
device in class. The district successfully launched computers in K-3 classrooms this year. 

AHS girl scout receives national recognition for project

Claire Severin, AHS senior 


