
PATTERN:

The main entry should be welcoming, inviting and friendly. It should not be institutional-looking or forbidding. 
Community involvement in schools is a key factor in their success and so the community needs to feel that 
the school belongs to them. The main entry should be functional and therefore include reasonable weather 
protection and a direct connection for control by the main office. It should also incorporate a ceremonial 
quality incorporating signature elements that reflect the culture of the school and its surrounding local 
community. This welcoming aspect has to be balanced by the need to secure the entry and separate 
its publicly accessible spaces from the student areas. Once inside, visitors, staff and students should 
immediately see that this is a place about students and learning.
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KEY POINTS:
 > Welcoming, Inviting and Friendly
 > Signature element
 > Covered entry
 > Ceremonial quality
 > Community friendly
 > Access - Parking, loading/unloading, carpool, handicap, busses, visitors
 > Security
 > Student display or Activity area
 > School Office relationship to Entry
 > Wayfinding – Signage to assist visitors with where they need to go



DESCRIPTION:
Display spaces can make a powerful statement about the learning mission of the school. Typically one can 
never provide enough places in a school for displaying student projects. Student work displays don’t always 
need to mean paper stuck to the walls, and in many ways this is an inappropriate form of display. Display 
space can accommodate permanent artwork in the form of paintings, photos, sculptures, or even famous 
quotes built in to the floor or walls of the school. Dedicated display spaces for 3-D projects should be 
included. Accommodations for electronic media display allows exhibition of students at work that shows the 
process of learning as much as the end product. The main entrance lobby of the school is a very important 
display space to signify that this building is a place about students and learning, although this theme should 
be carried through the entire building. 
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KEY POINTS:
 > Permanent display areas (artwork)
 > Rotating display areas (student projects)
 > Accommodating 3-D display in addition to 2-D display
 > Display areas dispersed throughout the school
 > Utilization of electronic media display
 > Display of school pride and achievements
 > Student presentation space (audience of 30-90) with audio video
 > Display of students engaged in meaningful activities – yes, real students
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DISPLAY SPACE
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DESCRIPTION:
While science and art have strong disciplinary components to them, much of the application of science and 
art is multidisciplinary. Spaces in which science and art are learned need to have the kind of richness that 
these disciplines themselves possess. In schools, typically, science labs and art rooms are the closest thing 
students have to hands-on learning. In addition, there are the specialized “shops” – though these are now 
only beginning to recover their rightful place as key learning centers after being regulated for a long time to 
the “vocational” arena.

Labs, studios and “shops” in 21st century schools should be laid out to accommodate five main components: 
The Active Lab, Student Display, Messy Project Area, Think-Tank Area, and Storage. The best spaces allow 
for flexibility and adaptability to incorporate multidisciplinary education integrating hands-on learning across 
all curriculum areas.

Anacortes School District
Capital Facilities Committee
Meeting 3  |  April 8, 2014

KEY POINTS:
 > Active portion of the lab accommodates hands-on learning and provides flexibility of 

multidisciplinary instruction
 > Messy project area removes the limits for projects that require use of mud, water, or paints for 

example
 > Think-tank area allows a break from the hands-on work. This kind of area for debate and 

deliberation in an informal setting is often overlooked.
 > Storage for specialized materials, equipment and student projects are required.
 > Recognition that some labs require specific program requirements but incorporation of generic 

labs for special programs allowing predictable experiments that lead to discovery.
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SCIENCE LABS, ART STUDIOS & CTE

* Language of School Design; Nair Fielding, Lackney



DESCRIPTION:
With the growing awareness of how the brain works and the ability to integrate multiple-intelligences theory 
more fully into the learning experience, it is now evident that the arts are part of, and not separate from, 
the other disciplines. We now know for example that art is ingrained in science, that music and math have 
a strong affiliation and that performance theater are perhaps the best ways in which literature, history and 
social studies can be taught. On top of this, let us also consider that in this technological world, almost 
everyone needs to become “artistic” with the ability to present ideas using many different media. And 
so we see art re-emerging as a strong force in tomorrow’s school architecture as well. In order to better 
reflect and enable the use of creative endeavor throughout the professions and disciplines, schools should 
enable access to environments for creativity throughout the school not just in a wing for “the arts”. The Key 
Points below are some ways in which we can fully integrate the arts into the planning and design of school 
buildings.
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KEY POINTS:
 > Sometimes a professional artist is hired to develop art elements into the architecture
 > Provide locations for display of student work
 > Provide places throughout the school for impromptu performances
 > Create a black box theater that can be used and reused for a variety of productions
 > Provide locations where students can develop artistic props for theater productions.
 > Provide facilities for students to have their own radio station & TV production/broadcast station
 > Provide facilities for students to produce & publish their own weekly newspaper, blog, or news site
 > Take advantage of outdoor locations that can be utilized for performances
 > Allow for flexibility and adaptability of theater space for increased educational utilization
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DESCRIPTION:
While sports have universal appeal, and schools should encourage all those who are interested to play 
sports, this only serves a fraction of the overall student population. School programs need to do a better 
job of accommodating physical fitness. A holistic approach to health and physical education begins with 
the goal of personalizing healthy opportunities for students, so that their performance is not measured 
against the elite, but rather against their own personal goals. Places need to be provided in school for a 
more complete physical fitness regimen. This may include dance, aerobics, yoga, kick boxing, juggling, 
climbing, and weight training. Teaching spaces should accommodate studying subjects such as cholesterol, 
dental care, drug prevention, blood pressure and body composition, general nutrition, etc. Students should 
have access to a space that looks more like adult physical fitness centers for cardiovascular instruction in 
addition to weight training. School facilities should take advantage of local sporting industries where they 
exist and compliment them with facilities of which there is a shortage in the local community.
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KEY POINTS:
 > Natural light and ventilation are important in active spaces
 > Active spaces and equipment directly adjacent to indoor fitness areas encourage healthful 

outdoor activities
 > Students should have access to instruction in a space that resembles a physical fitness center 

for cardiovascular instruction
 > 7 general classroom spaces related to Health & Physical Fitness program areas to 

accommodate health and nutrition instruction zoned for evening and weekend community use
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DESCRIPTION:
Logistically, it makes sense to have one large hall (or retangular cafeteria) with backless hard seats that can 
be quickly folded up and kept aside so that the floors may be cleaned up after the students have eaten. But 
what makes sense logistically may not make sense educationally. The hidden curriculum for eating suggests 
students have no need for private or small group socialization or a variety of seating options during this 
activity. Consider the option of allowing students to eat outside the main eating area at small tables located 
in hallway alcoves if they wish. Create an atmosphere in the main eating area that feels more like a series 
of smaller cafés than a large institutional cafeteria. Provide variety and interest while still maintaining the 
flexibility to use this space for large groups during non-lunch times. Consider a self-serve area with sink, 
microwaves, condiments, etc. that can be used by students and after hours events.
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KEY POINTS:
 > Round table seating for four to six students each to promote socialization
 > Booths for more private student meetings
 > Picture window options to green space
 > Connection to outdoor eating terraces whenever possible
 > Café atmosphere instead of institutional 
 > Options to eat at tables outside of the main eating area (i.e. alcoves in the hallways)
 > Designated public self-serve area
 > Zoned to accommodate after hours use
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EATING AREA(S)
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DESCRIPTION:
Transparency is a very important concept in school design. Transparent schools convey an idea that learning 
should be visible and celebrated. Transparency creates a sense of openness yet preserves acoustic 
separation and increases natural light into the building. It also provides flexibility in curriculum allowing 
student learning outside of the traditional classroom setting while maintaining passive supervision.
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KEY POINTS:
 > Allows numerous areas outside typical classroom settings for both formal and informal learning.
 > Conveys the learning purpose of the school
 > Conveys the learning purpose of individual classrooms/labs
 > Improves security by the use of passive supervision
 > Creates a feeling of openness
 > Creates interesting sight lines from different parts of the school so there is a sense of drama as 

people move from place to place in the building
 > Allows interesting nooks and crannies without sacrificing security
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TRANSPARENCY / PASSIVE SUPERVISION

* Language of School Design; Nair Fielding, Lackney



CAMPFIRE SPACES: These areas are more than a classroom in which students receive direct instruction. 
They are formal settings in which formal or informal direct instruction can be provided. This area focuses 
on one presenter (instructor, guest speaker, or student) and accommodates an audience of up to three 
combined classes. 

WATERING HOLE: Social discourse and collaborative learning are critical to the development of well-
rounded citizens. These so-called “soft” skills are actually at the top of the list of qualifications for success in 
almost any profession. Traditional schools have really only two kinds of space; classrooms, where the power 
is with the teacher; and corridor and outdoor space, which is rarely furnished adequately for anything other 
than circulation and standing around. There typically is very little space available for students to choose to 
work or socialize together in. Watering Hole space is able to provide for small group work and socializing.

CAVE SPACE: Unique spaces set up for independent study. Traditionally, Libraries have been used to 
accommodate this need (some more successful than others) but a variety of spaces distributed throughout 
the school has proved to be more successful. In solitude, students can assimilate, synthesize and internalize 
learning so that it becomes knowledge. Schools need to create inviting but supervisable cave spaces where 
students can check out and take a deep breath, albeit momentarily, from their hectic lives.
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KEY POINTS:
 > Raised section of room if possible
 > Comfortably accommodates 1 to 3 classes at a time
 > Good sound reflectance behind the speaker’s area
 > Audience arranged in a formal lecture format
 > Provisions for the room to be dimmed/darkened
 > Incorporation of audio/video/data equipment

KEY POINTS:
 > Used for small group work and socializing
 > Outdoor spaces give students an incentive to spend 

time outside, breathe fresh air & commune with nature
 > Corridors can be articulated and furnished to promote 

small group learning and social development.
 > Direct connection to classroom promotes small group 

learning

KEY POINTS:
 > Place for individual study, reflection and quiet reading
 > Not all cave spaces need to be quiet
 > Small alcoves make great cave spaces
 > Variety of spaces is important
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