
1 
 

Anacortes High School - Student Facilities Survey  

May 2015 

 

The following is a summary of an electronic survey taken by 492 AHS students in ninth, tenth and 

eleventh grades in April.    

 

Q1. What do you like about the school's design / layout?  

 

In answering this question, students commented most frequently about appreciation for the organization 

of classrooms, with similar subjects grouped together in a logical way, as well as the ease of navigation 

created by the loop / “donut” design. Students also like that the facility is two stories (in later questions, 

they suggest making use of this height to maximize views in shared areas like the library and commons). 

They like the gym being separate from the academic subjects and had positive comments about the 

breezeway.  

 

Brodniak Hall came in for some appreciation, as did the lockers, the nifty bottle-filler water fountains, 

and the central location of the attendance, counseling, main office, commons and Hawk center. More than 

a few students said there's “Nothing” or “Not much” that they like about the school's design and just one, 

perhaps comedic respondent said, “Everything!”  

 

A sampling of responses to Q1:  

·         The classrooms are pretty easy to find, most are grouped closely in a certain area of the school and 

it's easy to navigate  

·         What I like about the school's design layout is it’s easy to get to where you're going quickly  

·         I like how you can't get lost and how gym is separated.  

·         I like that most of the classes that teach the same subject are put next to each other.  

·         Nothing  

·         I like that the band room, choir room, lunchroom, and Brodniak are close together.  

·         I like how the main hall and cafeteria are in the central part of the school, so it's a natural gathering 

place for the students. Also, the lunch room and east‐facing classrooms have great views.  

·         Two stories and the disconnection from the gym area  

·         I like that it's all mostly in one building with similar classes near each other, and I love that some of 

the rooms have great views from their windows.  

·         I like how the school is more than one floor.  

·         I like how Brodniak is setup, and I like how the arts is mainly in one section.  

·         That the school is one big circle, you can't get lost.  

·         I like that the cafeteria is in the middle, and I like all of the windows. I also like the water bottle 

filling machines.  

   

Q2 If you could change the design of classrooms at AHS, what would you suggest?  

 

Answers to this question were very focused in a few major areas. Students are clear: they want bigger, 
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nicer classrooms with consistent HVAC, more windows / natural light, and no portables. Current 

classroom furniture also comes in for a harsh critique. Students want desks and chairs that are more 

comfortable; many of them would like to get away from the desk/chair combos; several requested larger 

furniture for taller / larger students; and a few noted the need for specialized furniture in some of the 

specialized classes. Beyond that, they would also appreciate better bathrooms (and more of them), more 

water fountains and a more modern, pleasant decor (no cinder block, please).  

 

A sampling of responses to Q2:  

·         Either larger classrooms or more smaller classes. Some classes can feel crowded and can be hard to 

fit desks and chairs.  

·         I think it'd be nice if the temperatures were regulated. Sometimes I'm in the arctic, sometimes I'm in 

an oven. Water fountains would also be [good]. Then we wouldn't have to leave the room.  

·         Have taller desks in the back of the rooms. Have larger desks for taller / larger people.  

·         Consistent heating, bigger classrooms, more modern design  

·         More windows, and less brick walls that look like prison rooms. Lecture rooms.  

·         A bit bigger rooms, more comfortable seats  

·         Make them bigger, more windows ‐ natural daylight  

·         More windows and better air conditioning and heating. New desks and chairs.  

·         I would suggest better conditioning, lighting, larger space to fit desks  

·         Have more comfortable chairs and countertop like desks, bigger rooms and smart boards in all 

rooms.  

·         I would suggest classrooms have better seating and better work areas for projects.  

·         More escalators, better bathrooms, better drinking fountains, faster & bigger computers, bigger 

desks   

·         Make the floor less hollow so it doesn't shake when you move.  

·         I would suggest that we have more electronic integrations and more science stuff.  

·         I would suggest different lights besides fluorescent. Many teachers find them too bright and won't 

turn them all on. I feel like the new school should have just tables and chairs not those funky desks that 

nobody can get into easily.  

·         More windows and natural lighting with bigger spaces without portable classrooms and warmer 

rooms (heaters)  

·         The ceilings are disgusting.  

·         Put them in order by number. Also make them more modern…  

·         Make the classrooms more modern with more space to move around and more areas for storage. 

Also maybe make the desks and chairs more comfortable. Lab stations for science rooms  

·         I would make the classrooms larger and more open, so students aren't crowded together. More 

windows to make the rooms brighter with natural light. Hallways should be wider so they aren't crowded  

  

Q3 - What ideas do you have for the design of a new library?  

   

Students are in agreement about two big ideas related to this question. Most importantly, they would like 

the computer lab separated from the main area of the library because the noise is distracting, causing both 

functions (library and tech lab) to suffer. And they would like the library to be larger, with a variety of 

comfortable, welcoming places to sit and read or study in small groups. They also want this space to have 
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a lot of windows and/or skylights to flood the space with natural light. Several students asked for a two-

story library. They also want more computers, places to charge their electronics, and a few students asked 

for bookshelves that extend into the room, creating different spaces, rather than bookshelves just wrapped 

around the wall.  

 

A sampling of responses to Q3:  

·         Much larger with books with a separate computer lab. More couches for comfy reading time maybe 

closed off cubicles for private studying. Better Wi‐Fi.  

·         Keep computer lab separate from library. It gets too loud for people working. Two-story library 

would be pretty sweet.  

·         Well, for one, there's more books at the elementary school than here. That's just sad. The library 

doesn't have a lot of sitting area.  

·         Less books, more computers, less restricted internet access.  

·         Another couch would be pretty chill, how about a bed?  

·         More furniture that is comfortable for studying/reading etc.  

·         Super large with lots of light, high ceilings. Facing so when the sun rises the light streams in. More 

cool places to chill and read. A place for people who want to study and a place for chatter. Computer 

rooms should be separate from the library. More variety in books.  

·         I think most people use the library to do research/ work on computers and homework at the tables 

so having an environment that supports research and collaboration is important.  

   

Q4 - What ideas do you have for the design of a new Commons? What kind of space would create a 

positive environment for students to eat and hang out?  

 

Students want a commons area that is larger and more open. While a couple folks like the two different 

spaces, the vast majority of students who commented on one room or two would prefer one larger space 

(do watch for noise / accoustics). They want more comfortable seating and more of it. Lighting was also 

mentioned frequently; students want more natural light and would like big windows to take advantage of 

potential views. In fact, they would like a design that makes intentional use of outdoor spaces and 

includes some covered outdoor seating.  

 

Students want the commons to include a stage and large TV's for a variety of potential activities. They 

asked for WiFi, charging stations, and a variety of seating areas. Students would also like the facility to 

support the inclusion of more food options, similar to a mall or airport food court. Many students asked 

for better logistics related to the lunch line. And while food quality is beyond the scope of this 

question/survey, several students commented on a desire for better quality food.  

 

A sampling of responses to Q4:  

·         Open, not separated like it is now. Food court in commons, like different shops  

·         More space, when part of the commons is closed off there are more students in the 'main' area of 

the commons and everything gets crowded. Also more entrances would be helpful. The lunch line crowds 

one of the main entrances making it difficult to enter the commons.  

·         Big and have lots of places to sit and be comfortable.  

·         Like a food court in airports. Also have a hangout / entertainment center.  
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·         High ceilings, lots of windows, a space to be and eat outside.  

·         To not seem like it's a jail cafeteria. If there were comfier places to be, more places to roam around, 

and maybe a better outside covered area to eat.  

·         ... keep it simple. Higher ceilings with big windows. Better tables. Better design.  

·         More space to eat outside in the spring, but in the winter have enough room to eat while hanging 

out at a table. Also more music playing during lunch. Circle instead of square tables.  

·         Smaller tables, comfy chairs, small seating areas to sit in, and vending machines inside, salad bar 

and more food options. Bigger and more windows. Lunch room on the second floor so you can see 

mountains.  

·         Big enough for one lunch, a couple areas aside from the main room that is less crowded, more 

tables or places to sit away from 'main' lunchroom place for kids who are done with lunch.  

·         Large & open. Natural light / space to eat outside  

·         As many natural elements as possible, like plants and natural light would promote students to eat 

healthier and relax.  

·         Make it like a club and don't have one small room and one big room. Make sure there's enough 

room for everyone.  

·         An open space with different types of seating.  

 

Q5 - What other common spaces would you like to see incorporated or redesigned in a new high 

school?  

 

Students asked for wider hallways, especially at the junctions (hope for fewer of those in the new design). 

Students also want more small spaces with seating, maybe benches in hallways, maybe alcoves for small 

groups. They want more computers, more covered outdoor spaces, and a few asked for a central garden 

space. Many students asked for more, nicer, bigger, cleaner bathrooms. They also like the bottle-filler 

fountains and want more of them throughout the campus.  

 

A pool came up a few times throughout the survey, and it seems like there is a vocal minority for whom 

this is particularly important. The band/choir area, metal and woodshop area, gym and locker facilities all 

came up for comment, generally requesting larger, nicer spaces for each. Reminders about separating the 

computer lab(s) from the library, and including space for more / better computers.  

   

A sampling of responses to Q5:  

·         Make hallway intersections less likely to be clogged up and easier to get to classrooms (i.e.: 

upstairs you could fix the doors to getting to rooms and make it a lot easier)  

·         More couches and places to sit down after you're done with lunch.  

·         I would love to have a swimming pool in our school so swim teams can just say at the school 

instead of going to the Fidalgo Pool. Also bigger bathrooms and more of them. I think an actual student 

store that sells gear and stuff would be great.  

·         Some kind of courtyard or quad with picnic tables so we can eat outside.  

·         I went to a high school once where the commons area was very large, and it was where you walked 

into. The wall facing outside was like a huge windowed garage door, and on hot days they would open it 

and get fresh air.  

·         Just a place to hang with chairs and computers.  
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·         We need some better outdoor non‐sports common areas ‐ a public courtyard would be nice, 

especially when connected to the cafeteria.  

·         Bigger bathrooms/more bathrooms.  

·         Rooms specifically for computer labs. Wider hallways and stairs. More windows in every class.  

·         Maybe a study area with comfy chairs & tables.  

·         Larger halls that have benches and hangout areas for students to sit down at. There are literally 

none of this kind of 'resting' places in our school now.  

 

 

 

Q6. On a scale of 1‐5 (1 = Not Important, 5 = Important), how important are lockers in your daily school 

life?  

 

       9TH   2.44  

      10TH   2.27  

      11TH   2.07  

     Overall:  2.26  

   

Q7. On a scale of 1‐5 (1 = Not Important, 5 = Important), how important is it that the new high school 

integrates sustainable design elements?  

 

       9TH   3.91  

      10TH   3.92  

      11TH   3.91  

     Overall:  3.92  

   

Q8 Is there anything else you would like the design team to consider in planning for the new high 

school?  

 

There weren't any single major ideas that dominated the answers to this question. Most responses were 

reiterations of the ideas mentioned above. Students did remind the design team to be forward looking and 

plan for current and future technology needs as well as you can (be tech friendly). Other ideas included 

outdoor meeting and seating spaces, a school garden, wider hallways, no portables, good HVAC and 

natural light, comfortable seats and desks, better bathrooms, improvements to the parking lot, and more 

logical numbering of the classrooms.  

 

A sampling of responses to Q8:  

·         Newer and more high tech, just a cooler place for kids to be so they would like to be there.  

·         I would like for there to be a bigger garden where kids and teachers can have a class or even eat 

lunch, gardens are cool, and pretty. If you put in a garden I would be really happy, gardens make me 

happy. You could grow vegetables and fruits for lunches and stuff.  

·         Also if the outdoor eating tables were covered, it would help keep the tables clean and free of 

mildew and moss and would invite more people to eat outside.  

·         More places to charge things ... Phones and electronic areas for during breaks and lunch where you 
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can go and charge your phone, laptop or any electronic and have a nice space to sit at.  

·         Have a beautiful garden. A better front entrance look to the outside of the school. Plants around the 

inside of the school.  

·         A school garden, more water bottle fillers, more room in the bathrooms, better bathrooms, better 

heating and cooling systems, more windows and better locker rooms  

·         Please make the outside look cool. I've seen many high schools (including our own) that look so 

bland and with so little windows, that they could be mistaken for a prison. I would love to have a garden 

and trees (trees to sit under -- not like  in a garden.)  

·         A meeting room outside of the library for all the staff to meet after school so students are able to 

use the library more often.  

·         Keep individual study spaces in mind. Make library designed for study and learning. Room set 

aside for team collaboration (class & ASB)  

·         Make sure heating works in all classrooms so some classrooms aren't icy cold and others boiling 

hot. Soundproof practice rooms for band and choir. 

·         Try to make it so we don't have to run to get from one side to the other.  

·         What the future will demand to keep up.  

·         Plan for small class sizes. Comfortable movement between rooms (wide hallways and big doors), 

open space sand as many natural elements as is practical. 


